‘ Vr 
aberrert 
4 4% are 


3 tak 4 
LAK 
fy Ad his 


My ‘ ih hes WI 
a , 
‘ie in ht 0 


) leat 
: ceeuet ew aie een WM vive 
Pree ay ON ty ,aa 44 be 04.8 * “i 
ease net | F © 9.4.04 « nt af ' 
a A? 4, Pater) 7 y ne Wk. f . ; 
! , % : t i v; iL 
' ‘ 


WU 


eae eg i ees 
aaavear J 
au wend 
CK) 
TAA 


kway ee 
“sa oy) 
1 
wee we 
aie 
ji" rate 
"ats: 


# a) 
aaa ue 
aye 
oer ‘ 
“ 


wet 
AA 
aaah 


¢eeehe ee 
sh & ane, he's 


* 
eos 
bGaen bors 
© whee Sete Ce 
Pha Ms it # bien 
eh ae Ne wee 
avee 
pe? 
tea Crs Wak 
ie ele VER Oa ee 
Oh tuk 


Rd ee een ee 
gy ee ee hae 
,} 


1 


eae 4 yi eee K 
4a4 aA Prt? f ; sen 8 oA, 3 i, ‘ ays 
Sf Ce r : 4 ty y Wii on 


a 
hy ( 
ys ei Pe 


“ 

Pa a EC A iad OO A 

: A PT eC a eh 

Th apa MRK Wied 

h 
LM he Fee 
Apa br 
ey 


pave a 


40 
ae a 
Je CLA 


4 
i 
50:48 
« 
« 


AMS 


‘ 


Me tg toy ret 
Tae Wy 3 
vie 


i At: 
eas Fa: 


are A of 


yeh Ap AN PAS 
iy sg tony Hee i BUSS AR GOLA NS 
Dey titte hete AGG eC CU 

fe a 





1735227 


REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


‘TN 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 


https://archive.org/details/flowersfruitsfro0Omorr_0 





any! 





= 


<a Oe 


IONE LOL ALLE OO A 


Flowers AnD FRuits— 


° THER WILDERNESS 


. 
oe a had GARI SAL SEAMASTER ER ET MeO TERE EAE I em NG LG PARR FN >} a 





QD Basye 


THIRTY-SIX YEARS IN TEXAS, AND TWO 
emcee At NE NAR TOOT NES ARE EA LTE AN OO LIA LAEGER 2 DLE, ICR E RE 5 va 


WINTERS IN HONDURAS. 


BY 


a! 


AN.OLD TEXAN. 


“The desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” — IsAIAH. 


‘What thou seest, write in a book.” — Rev. 


‘ 


Second Gditiow, Vebised. 


BOSTON 


Cage et: AM Mea Sa rN oO. O nm N, 
59 WASITINGTON SYREERT 
BUX AN, TEXAS: SUNDAY-SCILIUOL AND COLPORTAGE BOA&D 
CHATTANOOGA, .TENN.: W.°T. 


1873. 


RUSSELL. 


Spaeth aan en 


eee See 





=Uuh 


— 
rr 


Ar Ann 
oat 


~— mr 


ven 


¥ 


oh ~ 


ANG 


-r— 


-“ 


aw no —~ 


‘ 


wee 


Ae 


‘¢. 


\~TY 
— 4 
’ 
P = 
‘ 
‘ @ 7 
' 
’ ¥ 
‘ 
a hp’ 
Po 
P Ardy 
ia} 





ZA hd CTR at 


orale ate eee or 


haoeob sur’ 
iw 


hed rE ope 
Re a AvAY Fg 


— et ie en Lodi ot eee 
ence apr eemmenren ame --- ad = ’ 5 F 


| 
| c 
F Morrell, Z N 


Flowers and fruits from the wilderness; or, Thirtv- 


. six years in Texas and two winters in ITonduras, by Z. N. 
‘ Morrell, an old Texan... 2d ed,, rev. Boston, Gould and 
‘ Lineoin; ,ete., ete.) 1875. 

. xviii, 19-386 p. front. (port.) 20°". 

q 


suey CARD 


1. Texas—thist. 2 Texas—Descr. & trav. 3. lfonduras—Descr. & trav. 
4. Missions—Texas. t. Title. ; 


| 216280 oe A 15-1626 
3 po2bly 
: ‘ Title from Enoch Pratt Free Libr.  Priated by L. C. 
\ ue 
fw 


eames ab Re eee torent ar na em 


. VAS sf 
Pe 
4 
uM rs. 
a Wi 
3 







eenblhdietetlibleatertned ao « 
Lehane * Pe A an 





tail’ 90 saanecaiatai iets att pia bas’ ‘wovelt - a. | 
Rud ainhi lend esalaiw ow! bes ano) at emey 2 | aes 
i DUD) ti moe VOT bo be BOAR Tay | bine lear 
| re cite are 949 ley she 


oe 






ie 
_— 


at 
Pe, 


a) te. Arete e's bate! f th os chins “® pene rx Tt £ illest i : ‘ 
"3 Sray Se ? ATs eon eee 
4 & oe to eke if : 


; a 
+3 a os nat “4 ‘ 







Wy ERR at 5 | aust, ‘ +4 4 eas , j 
Dad qh hospi call aoe 


= 
‘i Pai 
| a ie) 
i de, FA 
, . 
bs 
mal 7 
a4 i te d 
ran 
i Cpe! ? 
a Pay 
re ee y ¥ 
F 7 a 
, fi i 
: \ 4 
> ine rf 
ty / a ) } 





a Se ee eee 








Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1872, by 
Z. N. MORRELL, 
In the office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, 


. 


ROCKWELL & CHURCHILL, Printers, Bovton, 








storgetittion eter 
" 
ae 
“ 
ot 
” .% 
seomgncd ‘ie 
von 
‘a 


e: 








7 


: TO 
R. LB. Baylor and Waseca Garrett, 


MY EARLY ASSOCIATES AND CO-WORKERS, IN VIEW OF THEIR VALUABLE 


eo SERVICES TO SOCIETY AND THE CAUSE OF RELIGION 


IN TEXAS, 


AND AS 4 TESTIMONY OF MY CONTINUED CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE 
AND AFFECTION, 


This Wumble Polume 


1s 


DEDICATED BY THE AUTHOR. 








. 
7 


pt at Mat 
: ie 
y 
1 
eae 
‘ , 
q 
j 


* 





siovin® nosalt barw xolysit AE I AE 





onal 0 ek, on 


VM ti AEE WE ii ‘si a 


snreEOT INO natenbenie’: orang oe “oe rowers a oe 





A 







waaatyaan sahrhadokoceteta 


A EEE INS rece nae 


Ce a ee wettenee 


xen sows 


ee ae 


~o 


PREFACE. 


Ap HAVE written this book because I thought I ought 
2 to write it. Some of the facts contained in it 


_f- 


S were known only to me. Many that were known 






only to me, and a few of my early associates in 
i Texas, who are still living, would be lost when we 
are dead, and our time is very short. 

For the past fifteen years I have often been urged 
to write by those who were anxious to have some 
of the facts and incidents connected with the early 
socicty and the rise of religion in Texas preserved. 
Last October I was requested to write by the Baptist 
State Convention of Texas. 

These friends and brethren did not ask me to write 
a book; but the work has grown upon me, as I toiled 
on, until it has assumed this form. 

IT have written under great personal affliction and 
physical suffering. Uad [I been able to go on 
with ministerial duties. the work would never have 
appeared. Ilenee I have written when I could do 
nothing else. 

The work is written in a narrative style, because I 
could write in no other way. My memory served me 
better in this train. : 
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PREFACE. 


My personal history in Texas, by following this 
plan, is interwoven with the state of society and the 
rise and progress of civilization and religion. If any 
imagine that I have intentionally made myself the hero 
of the book, through a spirit of selfishness and pride, 
Iet them remember that [ am in my seventieth year, 


- and eonscious of the fact that “tthe silver cord” and 


“the golden bowl” will very soon be broken. My 
personal history is merely incidental, the remembrance 
of it serving to bring up the train of facts and inci- 
dents that I wished to record. 

Some of the facts and anecdotes may appear silly 
and ludicrous; but the thoughtful reader will see that 
they are all illustrative of the state of things sur- 
rounding at the time. 

If a humorous spirit is manifest, sometimes indue- 
ing a smile, be it remembered, that the sentiment ex- 
pressed by Mr. Spurgeon, the great London preacher, 
in his preface to “John Ploughman,” is in perfect 
accordance with my view, “that there is no particular 
virtue in being seriously unreadable.” 

My indebtedness is hereby acknowledged to Elder 
J. W. D. Creath, who has kindly allowed me the use 
of a large amount of material, which he has been 
years collecting, relative to the rise and progress of 

religion in Texns. 

I am under special obligation to Elder M. Y. 
Smith, for encouragement and assistance in many 


ways. Most of this work has been done under his 
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PREFACE. vi 


roof. The offices of kindness shown me by this 
family have been many. He has aided me much in 
-collecting statistics, arranging and revising. Without 
the assistance of brethren Creath and Smith I could 
not have succeeded. 

Some may suppose that more statistics relative to 
the state of the country, men, and organizutions, 
ought to have been given. The limits of the book 
would not admit of it. My purpose has simply been 
to lay the foundation for the historian. If I have sue- 
ceeded in this, I have accomplished my most sanguine 
expectations. 

Among some of the published documents in my 
possession are positive contradictions. In such eases 
IT have adopted that which I believed to be correct. 
If important mistakes occur in the book, and proper 
testimony is privately given me, I will have correc- 
tions made in future editions. 

I have not been able to get a single complete file 
of minutes. 

If the reader of this humble volume shall have 
gained any useful information, or shall have been im- 
pressed with the power of the Christian religion in 
developing good society, and in furnishing rest and 
peace at the end of life, I shall be more than grati- 
fied. 

Trusting in God, [ send the little message forth, and 
ask a patient and thorough examination. 


Z. N. Morrewu. 
Brexuam, Trxas, July 9, 1872. 






















| lc exoubald Yo * | . 

gb done iain bie waked ¥eant pa err 

tu vil fi orieivat bri yeigace ) coidpitnda gible 

‘Biveo T rites, bak diwant) adtoncd ie alana 
a li bobossuile pres wa 

. ot ovitnlet eoitetinges oroar dnd) osoqque e yaar ‘aod 0 

I | : eavos tankers wre Dim aon , ‘cme ot to. late oe. % 


| ss eed add “to! atti eT, ..avig oood ove ol agua 


#4 
. ee ch aie ena SMYTH Y yi, Jt Jo ict tour binow 
, i ove ovad DYE yenivoteld ods 1 -uottabandt df Gaek ~ 
| On NyoHe TOM Yn fouls iporooon oviul | et? iH behead 
ae), | une ? | ets 
ni einommdoh bodeildug oft Yo omtos groath a 


evans thors wey ‘ alsa sal tilen stiiaod sem mdlesdes 0g 
1 yey Tica? uf of bavnilod J | dla te butqobe owid ¥ 
» bus ,lood od? ah aioe sodden Yrpyrognt | a es, 

ico ovat tia I.,.am aovig, yloteving, af eae 
% 
















y ormtel at ofixens ecre 
Soo « ia ee 4 jag ot} olds mood i oval T 49 a 


‘oti Be 
emnd Mada oomloy oldumud gilt to webaot of a Oh hy va 






OE ee 
F 


| oS dane lnde to .oimenroias lutoen qs fonts See 
. " *\ * . #5 " 

| opi nebetion anitind.) ab be teyog oll die Doevanq: 

‘a ’ { i , , # 


Aa | i 


| De teow eiileinel of Dae opteioce booy gaiqole 
| 9 iierg aadd oroapedlinds Lgotil Yo bas oat ae a 


ie 1% Ne bet y thi st hiatal ol fr nto, mH brow 
— icine iiguorodd, baa 
iti ; Ree Hols Ee wl hpow, 


eye ‘ I 










ETHAN I 


ee te eee 


ere eR 





‘PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 





Tue first edition of one thousand copies of this 
work was issued a few months since. Its rapid sale, 


in the course of a few weeks, exhausted the entire 


edition. 


A second edition, with some slight verbal corrce- 
tions, mostly in names and dates, was put to press, 
but while in the process of printing, the plates and 
pxper, with the office in Boston where the work was 
being executed, were destroyed in the recent exten- 
sive conflagration which visited that city. 

Notwithstanding this serious loss, encouraged by 
the very flattering commendations and unusual sale 
of the work, it has been re-stereotyped, and a new 
improved edition now appears, which it is hoped 
may find increased fayor in the eyes of the people. 

Z. N. Morretu. 
DrRENHAM, TEXAS, January 25, 1870. 
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CHAPTER I. 


A TROUBLED PREACHER. —IN 1835. 


ECEMBER, 1835 —October, 1871. Thirty-six 
years ago I planted my feet on the soil of Texas. 
How great the contrast in our circumstances then 
and now! And whata train of memorable events 

flashes upon my mind, as I review the conflicts and con- 





quests of these years, — conflicts between barbarism and 
Civilization, anarchy and well-regulated government; con- 
quests of truth over error, aud the faith of the gospel over 
priesteraft and superstition. 

A brief history of some of the reasons that led the 
writer to Texas may be of interest. Some will, doubtless, 
suppose that a desire to roam over the earth, and to occupy 
fields hitherto uncultivated, was the only reason for this 
change. Not: so. Perfect satisfaction was felt with the 
brethren, and the field of ‘+ good old Tennessee.” But 
fourteen years of excessive ministerial labor in that State, 
attended with much exposure on long tours, swimming high 
Waters, and preaching on an average about one sermon a 
day for nine years, brought on hemorrhage of the lungs, 


and made it necessary, according to the decision of two of 
19 
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our most eminent physicians, that I should emizrate south, 
and cease my ministerial labors, at least for a series of 
years. Language can never describe the sadness I felt, 
when I realized that the change must be made. Parting 
with fields, friends, brethren, and churches, where I had so 
long been accustomed to witness the triumphs of the gos- 
pel, to take up my abode among strangers, with shattered 
health, aud with the responsibilities of my family and my 
ministry upon me, all this taxed my Christian fortitude to 
its utmost capacity. . 

My mind was turned to Texas in the fall of 1834. Its 
government was then very much disturbed. This obstacle 
in the way, and the additional fact that the iron arm of 
Catholicism was stretched over the whole land of Mexico, 
then embracing the State of Texas, did not make it a very 
desirable field for a Baptist preacher, who had always been 
accustomed to express himself boldly and independently. 
Catholicism, * the man of sin,” I considered as a sworn 
enemy tome asa Baptist, and, after committing my way 
to God, I concluded to wait with patience for further light. 

To move south was urged upon me as a present neces- 
sity, and in tears, with wife and four children, I wended 
my way south as far as Yallabusha County, Mississippi, 
and tarried to sce what the gathering cloud in Texas would 
bring forth in 1855. 

Sam. TIouston was then in Texas among. the Cherokee 
Indians, pulling the wires, by making friends with ail the 
wild tribes of the red men of the forest; thereby intending, 
with their aid, and with what emigration he could draw out 
trou Teunessce aud elsewhere, to sect in motion ‘a little 
two-horse republic under the Lone Star,” with the fond ex- 
pectation that he would be its first president. This he had 
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privately prophesied would be the case, in a confidential in- 
terview with his friend McIntosh, a deacon of the Baptist 
church at Nashville, about the time Houston abandoned 
the gubernatorial chair of Tennessee. Knowing that I 
had Texas on the brain, and in view of the fact that I had 
been a friend and admirer of Gen. Houston, for my encour- 
agement, my good brother McIntosh committed this secret 
to me. 

Months of gloom pass away, and I am still in Missis- 
sippi. Hemorrhage continues, as I wait the result of the 
climate upon my general health. With the prophecy pre- 
viously alluded to in view, and with my mind turned south 
and west toward Texas, I was confidently expecting every 
day to learn that the political cloud had exploded, and that, 
as Sam. Houston’s artillery would flash its lightning and 
roll its thunder across the prairies, the ‘* Lone Star” colors 
would be raised, independence declared, the Republic 
formed, religious liberty established, and then I could go 
to Texas. But, alas! it is delayed. 

With bleeding lungs, under special orders from my Ten- 
nessee physicians to refrain from preaching, and yet with 
fire burning in my bones to declare the way of salvation to 
the lost, I meet with brethren, acquaintances from Tennes- 
sce, and am urged to preach. ‘The temptation was more 
than I could bear. By the way, I have always suffered 
from a weakness of this kind in the midst of gospel desti- 
tution, Three new churches are soon organized. All call 
me to serve as pastor; which is promptly declined, in con- 
sequence of my health and anticipated removal farther 
West, and I only consent to serve as a supply till other 
arrangements can be made. ‘These churches, added to 
those already in existence in this section, make the organ- 
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ization of a new association, according to the decision of 
the brethren, a necessity. The time and place were agreed 
upon, and delegates appointed to meet at Troy, a little 
town on tho Yallabusha River, in the fall of 1835. ITav- 
ing had a vast amount of trouble in the old State, above 
referred to, with the anti-missionaries, in organizing both 
churches and associations, and having been repeatedly 
ground by them in the flint-mills of tyranny and bigotry, in 
my feeble and worn condition, I confess I had no anxiety 
to engage in a similar contest in the new State of Missis- 
sippi. Notwithstanding my protest, I was selected as one 
of the delegates to bear a letter for the church, This I 
consented to do, after the church had passed a resolution, 
giving the delegates authority to withdraw the letter and 
return it, provided the association would not agree to an 
organization on gospel principles; allowing members to 
give to missions or not, as they saw proper. 

These were days when the *‘ old Simon pure” (as they 
called themselves) really thought it was a sin to belong to 
a Missionary Society, Bible or Tract Society, Sunday 
School, Temperance, Odd Fellows’ or Masonic Lodge. All 
these were placed in the same category, and non-fellowship 
declared against every member of these institutions, whether 
Jew or Gentile. By the way, I had the audacity to con- 
tend for, belong to, and forward any or all of them, when- 
ever opportunities were offered. We met on the ground at 
the appointed time, and Elder Frank Baker was chosen as 
president, after a sermon by Z. N. Morrell. The president 
elect, be it remembered, was a decided anti-missionary, a 
man of wealth aud great personal iniluence; but, withal, a 
warm-hearted, earnest Christian, never losing his equi- 
librium in the heat of debate. Courteous and kind in all 
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his bearings, full of wit and humor, you could but love him, 
though you differed with him widely. After the temporary 
organization was complete a committee of five-— the writer 
a member of it— was appointed to draft articles of faith, 
constitution and rules of decorum. This took place on 
Friday. Saturday was occupied with such business as 
could be properly attended to, waiting the report of the 
comuittee. 

Preaching on Sunday, as was usual in that day. No cut 
and dried thirty-minute sermons were expected. We met 
at nine in the morning, and continued preaching until the 
sun was low in the west. The congregation on this occa- 
sion was very large, and preachers, one after another, occu- 
pied the entire day. All cool, doctrinal investigations. 

Monday morning at length arrives, and the report of the 
comraittee appointed on Friday is called for. Now comes 
the tug of war. 

The first objectional feature was found in an article mak- 
ing it criminal to contribute to the support of all the be- 
nevolent institutions of the day; making special declara- 
tion, that all members of the association should withdraw 
from Masonic Lodges, as they were nursed and fostered by 
the unfruitful works of darkness. As I was a member of 
the committee and the only minister it interfered with, I 
made my objections and enforced them ; but finding myself 
overruled on the committee, I determined to let it pass, and 
ficht it.before the convention. If the reader will look over 
tic long list of benevolent institutions, and remember that 
oll these, without a single exception, were severely con- 
demned by the article referred to, he will at once sce a vast 
feld opened for investigation. One by one they were taken 


up; objections made and answered. ‘Vinally, as the day 
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was almost gone, the question was called for, and the objec- 
tionable feature expunged. 

If my memory is not at fault, only one other article came 
up that demanded a decided protest. This article made all 
heretics accountable to the association. This was sucha 
plain violation of the word of God, and looked so much 
like lording it over God’s heritage, by wresting the power 
from the churches, which I then helieved, and do yet be- 
lieve, are the highest authority either civil or ecclesiastical 
under heaven; and in addition to this, considering my great 
exhaustion in consequence of the former debate, I resolved 
with the brethren who came with me to let it pass, and, by 
authority of the church of which I was a member, withdraw 
from the association and return home. The Author of the 
truth decided otherwise. Thanks to his great name, al- 
though I did not feel able mentally or physically to enter 
into an extended argument on this great question, yet I was 
able to ery Vo when the vote was taken, so as to be heard 
at the extreme limits of a large congregation. Profound 
silence reigned for some time. ‘The president re-examined 
during the pause the letter we had borne, giving some discre- 
tionary power, and requested the association to call for the 
reasons of the long and eiphatie No. By a vote of the 
body, after an almost unanimous cy in favor of the article, I 
was in my weakness called to the defence of the truth. 
With a church history in my hand, that was a favorite with - 
me at the time, the minutes of some of the oldest associa- 
tions of America, and with an open Bible, I took my stand, 
and gave the following reasons, which I will here condense 
as much as possible: -— 

Ast. The law of God is violated in this article, by trans- 
ferring to the association the responsibility touching here- 
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tics, that Christ and the apostles fixed upon the churches. 
If God in his word has referred matters of discipline to the 
church, as his executive, then it is positive rebellion against 
the King in Zion for any other body to assume disciplinary 
powers. 

2d. A grand objection to the article is found in the fact, 
that the annual meetings of the association, to which you 
propose making heretics responsible, are nowhere in the 
Scriptures referred to as annual convocations. Baptists 
have ever held, that associations are bodies created by the 
churches and subject to their creative authority; simply as 
advisory councils, and to effect by combinations of churches 
what could not be accomplished by single churches in 
spreading the blessings of the gospel of peace. 

dd. No power can create a power greater than itself. 
The association was here shown to be the creature of the 
churches, and therefore inferior in authority to the power 
that made it. Water cannot rise above its level. Man was 
not greater than his creator. No association, conference, or 
convention has the right to wrest 1 man from the authority 
of the church, and try him for heresy. 

At the close of this discussion the convention adjourned, 
and repaired to the house of the president, one mile and a 
half distant, where preaching had been announced for the 
nicht. As before remarked, he was a man of wealth. 
[ere we found a large house and aliberal heart. Preaching 
Was soon over, and brother Baker, to-day our president, and 
to-night our landlord, with the brethren assembled in a large 
chamber, was delighting himself with good-humored boasts 

' belonging to the company of * old iron jackets and steel 
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now and then making sarcastic hits at the mis- 
“onaries and their folly in trying to do God's work. To 
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this I could only reply, that we missionaries had one decided 
advantage. While the ‘iron jackets” boast of election 
and predestination, the missionaries are masters of the 
situation. ‘* [low is that?” cries the anti-missionary. We 
reply, ** You worship a God that saw the end from the be- 
ginning, but left out all the means leading to and accom- 
plishing the end. We worship an all-wise God who ordained 
the meaus leading to the end, as well as the end itself; and 
he has ordained the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe, as a means in his own hands.” He asks, 
**Where do you find the word means?” 2 Samuel xiv. 
14: ‘Tor we must needs die, and are as water spilt upon 
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither 
doth God respect any person: yet doth he devise means, 
that lis banished be not expelled from him.” 

I give this simply as a sample of the subjects and mode 
of discussion, during all the recesses, at our general con- 
vocations of that day. 

Tuesday morning at eight o’clock the business of the body 
was resumed. Good attendance promptly at the hour. The 
objectionable article touching heretics was expunged, and 
the association was permanently organized, with brother 
Baker as moderator, and brother Wm. Minter clerk. 

This about closed my labors in Mississippi, still looking 
at the political cloud hanging over Texas, until the sign 
should be given to pursue my journey south for my health. 

_ On the first Sunday in December, 1835, after having ad- 
ministered both the ordinances of the church, baptism and 
the supper, —a coll, drizzly evening, — Treturned home and 
found friends from ‘Penuessee. Among them were two law- 
yers, Chester and Hayes, both nephews by marriage to 
General Jackson, then president of the United States; 
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also brethren Moore and Ilunt, deacons of the first two 
churches I ever organized; and last, but not least, my old 
physician, Dr. Butler. I had never been charged by my 
brethren and friends up to this time, nor have I since, with 
being over-prudent concerning my health. On this occasion, 
I received from my old physician a severe, but I suppose 
timely and merited, rebuke, for riding, preaching and bap- 
tizing on sucha day. ‘The doctor’s language, as near as I 
can recall it, was as follows: ‘‘ Wemorrhage of the lungs 
yet. You seem determined to kill yourself. I once thought 
you were a man of common sense, but I am now led to 
doubt it.” An impression was made upon my mind, and I 
determined to try to do better in future. Some of the best 
preachers we have ever had in Texas have possessed zeal 
not well tempered with knowledge, and have been cut down 
in the prime of manhood. Let every preacher, and espe- 
cially the younger ones, who read this, remember, that God 
has given his ministers a physical machinery that should be 
eared for, and that fearful responsibilities rest upon them 
in the midst of neglect. 

Conversation now turned on Texas. These gentlemen 
Were on their way to examine the country. The difficulties 
that had been in the way were by this time removed. Sam. 
Houston was at the head ef a few hundred men, and ealling 
on his friends in Tennessee and elsewhere for more; the war 
Was In progress; troops were collecting at San Antonio; 
the independence of ‘Texas was among the certainties of 
the future; would soon belong to the United States, and 
according to our opinion was the garden spot of the sunny 
South. These friends liad just seen a letter from Géneral 
Jackson to Adam Huntsman, of Tennessee, to the effect 
that Colonel Butler, then minister plenipotentiary to Mex- 
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ico, was instructed by the president to accede to proposi- 
tions made by General Santa Anna, and close the treaty 
forthwith for all the territory east of the Rio Grande. The 
supposition then was, based upon these facts, that a pur- 
chase would soon be made, and Texas would be free from 
Mexican rule and the tyranny of priestcraft. 

The map of the country was placed before us, and the 
“Falls of the Brazos” was pointed out as a desirable lo- 
eality for a colony to be formed. I was urged to join the 
party ; the doctor underwrites for the effect of the climate 
upon my health; a night of anxious consultation with my 
family gets my consent, and, after two days are given to 
preparation, we are off for Texas. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE DECISION. —-IN 1836. 


ria ‘HERE there is a will there is a way,” is an 
| old adage that is true, provided there is not 
too much undertaken; and provided, further, 
that the enterprise is in accordance with the 
will of God. Two hundred and fifty miles lay between me 
and the nearest soil of Texas, and it was about five hun- 
dred to the “ Falls of the Brazos.” But few believed that 
I could make this journey on horseback, yet a still small 
voice from Macedonia was heard, and the angel of the 
vision bid me go forward, saying, ‘* God hath much people 
in that land.” We pass many things of interest; cross 
the father of American waters at Rodney, Red River at 
Alexandria, and reach old ‘Fort Gaines ” on the Sabine, 
December 21, 1835. , 


Our company numbered six, and while crossing the 





Sabine, the ferryman related the following incident, that 
made a deep impression on our minds. The river at this 
crossing was the dividing line between Louisiana and Texas. 
Only a few days before a man. rode up on the Louisiana 
side, evidently under great excitement, and at the top of 
his Vbice ordered the ferryman to bring over the boat. Sup- 
pe-ing there was some emergency, the boat was promptly 
carcd to the opposite shore, and the man landed as quick 
4s possible on the Texas side. Just as he was ashore, an 
eiicer, with a body of men in pursuit of this refugee from 
29 
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justice, hailed on the eastern bank. The man, recognizing 
his pursuers, mounted his horse, rode up the hill entirely 
out of reach, and very deliberately made this short and 
pointed speech: ‘‘ Gentlemen, I am just a little too fast 
for your sort. You have no authority out of the United 
States. Iam entirely safe.” Alighting from his horse and 
kissing the ground, he continued: ‘* The Sabine River is a 
ereater Saviour than Jesus Christ. He only saves men when 
they die from going to hell; but this river saves living men 
from prison.” 

We now began to realize the truth of what we had so 
often heard, that Texas was a place of refuge for scoun- 
drels. Seeing that an impression was made upon our minds, 
and that all the company remained silent and thoughtful, 
the jocular ferryman, in order to dispel the cloud of gloom, 
continued: ** And, gentlemen, what have you done that you 
have come to Texas ?” The eyes of the lawyers, the doc- 
tor, the deacons, and the preacher, that composed our com- 
pany, were turned inquiringly towards each other, and while 
each waited for another te reply, no one answered. After 
ferriage was paid, we steered our course towards San Augus- 
tine. 

The conversation now turned upon the character of the 
inhabitants of the country through which we must pass, 
and acloud of gloom for the evening hung over cur spirits. 
We at no time would have felt disappointed at meeting rob- 
bers and cut-throats at any turn in the road. The evening’s 
travel, through a poor, piney woods country, brought us toa 
house, a little more comfortable than we expected to find; 
but as there was a country store close by, at which we saw 
a company of suspicious-looking men just before darkness 
closed in upon us, we spent the first night in Texas in 
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about the same fever of anxiety that we imagine was com- 
mon with men at that day on their arrival in the State. The 
family treated us with marked civility, which of itself ren- 
dered much relief. Approaching San Augustine, the lands 
are more valuable, high, and greatly undulating. 

On our arrival in the town we received reliable informa- 
tion of the battle, in which the Americans, on the tenth of 
December, 1835, took possession of San Antonio, after a 
hard struggle. Col. Milam was among the slain. We 
learned also that the soldiers were on their way home, after 
a three months’ campaign. 

Nacogdoches was the next town of importance before us. 
Regrets were expressed by the legal gentlemen that they 
were in Texas too late to share the honors of war, for 
which the battle of San Antonio had offered a good oppor- 
tunity. This is no more than would have been expected 
from Hayes and Chester, now related by marriage to the 
“hero of New Orleans.” Some of us, however, desired no 
euch honors, especially as it would have required the peril 
of life, and in view of the responsibilities of wives and 
children behind us. High aspirations were at that early 
day freely indulged in by men who had acquired in some 
ef the older States the smallest degree of distinction at the 
bar, or from some petty office. Such men easily worked 
themselves up to the belief that in this new country ina 
very short time they could become generals or statesmen 
among a people that they had been taucht to believe con- 
sisted only of the dregs and renegades from the United 
States, north and south, as well as from various parts of 
Enrope. Emigrants from Ireland and parts of the United 
States had settled in Texas as early as 1823; some even 
before that time. 
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It is true that just such an element was found in Texas 
at this time; thrown together in a wilderness country with- 
out restraint; mingling with the red men of the forest; 
roving over these wide-stretching ‘prairies, overshadowed 
with a mild climate. Flowers bloomed and fruit was grow- 
ing at almost all seasons of the year. Game of almost 
every description was so plentiful that it required but little 
more effort upon the part of man than the animal to obtain 
a subsistence. All these great blessings couid only pro- 
duce one result upon that class of the population above 
referred to, and that result was indolence, producing a ret- 
rograde movement on the intellect of the first immigrants, 
whose stock of knowledge, it was thouglit by the aspirants 
then entering the State, was of small importance at first. 
There were supposed to be no counterbalancing influences 
brought to bear. Here was a semi-savage, Mexican gov- 
ernment, administered by a tyrant, himself under the 
tyranny of Catholicism, demoralizing in its character, and 
but one step in advance of the most degrading heathenism. 
With this picture before the minds of ambitious meng¢ high 
anticipations were indulged in. 

What position was offered to the writer of this humble 
narrative? He had but little of earth’s goods, and had 
only acquired the name of an industrious, thorough-going 
‘¢cane-brake Baptist preacher.” Before his mind appeared 
at once a wide ficld for missionary operations, offering him 
honors far superior to any civil or military promotions. 
We could hear on inquiry of but one Baptist preacher in all 
this wide domain, and this was Daniel Parker, of ‘ two- 
seed” notoriety, from Llinois, and whose writings had been 
scattered allover Tennessee. Here was a fieid large enough 
for several ** cane-brake preachers” to labor in the organ- 
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ization of society on gospel principles. By this time my 
health was rapidly improving, and for several years I had 
no more hemorrhage. 

We were soon in the old town of Nacogdoches, inquiring 
into the operations of this novel government, and the dif- 
ficulties between Mexico and Texas, that had been instru- 
mental in producing the then existing revolution. A long 
detail was given by the landlord and his associates of the 
grievances of the Texas family, — and a most remarkable 
family it was. One class has just been under consideration, 
composed, in Scripture phraseology, of “lewd fellows of 
the baser sort.” 

Among the company that relates to us the oppressions 
of the people, we come in contact with one who is the rep- 
resentative of another class. He is the proud, wealthy son 
of aristocracy. In youth he had been the child of affection, 
with all the advantages that wealth and education could 
confer. There were imprints stamped upon his deportment 
too delicate, too refined for us to mistake his mother. 
Noble blood coursed through his veins. Every flash of his 
eye, movement of his lips, nod of his head, and motion of 
his hand, with the beautifuily rounded sentences and mu- 
sical tones of his voice, declared to his auditors, while he 
repeats the grievances of this family of Texans, that he 
hud passed through the universities of America, or some 
other clime;: and it is written upon his demeanor that he 
came off with the first honors of his class. But, alas! 
there had been with him an evil hour. One evening, after 
his return from the schools, and while meditating upon the 
best plan to pursue in entering upon his vocation for life, 
he took tea at home, surrounded by all the sweet influences 
of a devoted mother and aifectionate sisters, lighted a cigar, 
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and took a stroll round town with a friend. <A social glass 
for mere pastime was indulged in. ‘The first was exhilarat- 
ing; a second was called for, and, under the excitement it 
produced, he forgot his promise to return home at ten, 
entered the hall of amusement, and, unfortunately, lost 
money. Home was sought at a late hour, with spirits cast 
down. The next evening he determined to regain the lost 
treasure, and so continued for successive weeks. At last 
he decided that his money was lost by fraud, and, in a 
fit of desperation, slew his antagonist. Passion subsided ; 
and, when reason resumed her sway, he saw that he had 
trampled upon the laws of his country, and must either 
submit to a terrible fate or flee from the State. During the 
lonely watches of the night he parted with all that he had 
loved, and in haste erossed the Sabine. Crossing the Jine, 
he hurled back at his pursuers no such curses as those that 
escaped the former refugee, but resolved to be a sober man, 
and repented of his crime. But the laws of Tennessce 
demanded punishment instead of repentance, and he could 
not return. 

Ile writes to his friends, from his home in the west, — 
tells of its fine climate, its beautiful prairies, its vast re- 
sources in the growth of cotton, corn and sugar, its 
immeuse herds of game, from the buifalo down to the mule- 
eared rabbit, and insists apona visit from his friends. His 
letter is read by his old college associates; they come — 
return — report favorably, and families of wealth and en- 
terprise gather around **our beloved Tom.” ‘Tom’s mother 
was a nollie spirit. This we could easily see from the 
bearing of the som. Other letters are written back by 
families brought to the State through lis influence, all cor- 
roborating the statements of the unfortunate boy. In the 
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language of David when his son was dead, the mother had 
for a long time inquired, ** Can I bring hiin back again? ” 

David’s reply to the question asked by himself was her 
reply: ‘*I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” 
Moved by this firm resolve, the parents, brothers, sisters, 
and a large company of the best people of the land had 
followed on. de pa ss ite 

Here you may see at a glance, that in 1835 there was a 
population, though smail, of great variety. Among the 
‘*wood, hay and stubble ” were found also ** gold, silver and 
precious stones.” Here was intellect of a higher type, and 
morality of a better cast, than we had formerly supposed ; 
and among the people were a few whose “ prayers and 
alms went up as a memorial before God.” 

Leaving Nacogdoches our legal associates expressed a 
decided anxiety to meet some of the soldiers, and get all 
the particulars of the battle. We had received from our 
landlord the names of several of our distinguished citizens 
from ‘Tennessee, who had gone on this campaign. 

Most ot the lands for some distance were poor, except 
on the creeks, and a large quantity of this was at times 
overflowed. Prospects for health could not therefore be 
very flattering. 

Approaching the Neches River, we met a company of 
soldiers, fresh trom the seat of war. We agreed at once to 
get all the information from them that they were willing to 
communicate. Our horses were drinking in a beautiful 
Stream as they rode up, and one of our number, appointed 
43 spokesinan, pleasantly and politely addressed then: 
* Good-moruing, gentlemen. You seem to be travelling 
‘rom the west, approaching the east. You must be in 
pursuit of light. We are from the east, approaching the 
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west. We are in possession of some information, but 
would like to receive further news from the west. Suppose 
we alight, and, while our horses are grazing, exchange 
papers and notions for an hour.” The foremost man, 
wearing a coon-skin cap, with the tail hanging down his 
back, his coat in rags, his shirt much the color of the hog- 
wallow lands of the west, one leg of his pantaloons off at 
the knee, his feet protected by rawhide moccasins, with 
the hair on just as it grew on the cow, and resting in raw- 
hide stirrups, readily agreed, and dismounting invited us 
all to make ourselves ‘‘at home.” We at once entered 
into an animated conversation. The writer, in order to 
lead them out, and also to gratify the legal gentlemen from 
Tennessee, expressed some doubts as to whether the laws 
of nations would justify Texas in her revolt. In an instant 
the coon-skin cap was laid aside, the long black hair was 
thrown back from a forehead and eye that spoke intelli- 
gence of a high order. Legal questions too deep for a 
cane-brake preacher were soon raised, and we soon ascer- 
tained that Temnessecans could just about ask questions 
enough to keep Texans talking. Coon-skin caps, rawhide 
moccasins and stirrups and lariats, long hair and soiled 
garments, were not at all in their way. MHaving reccived 
the desired information, we parted with many hearty 
wishes for success in all future enterprises. They had 
clearly shown that Texas had sufficient reasons for revolu- 
tion, and that there was ground for strong hopes of inde- 
pendence and anexation. 

On parting some of the noble band took occasion, with- 
out speaking clearly, to indicate that they had seen initia- 
tions, passings and raisings among the houorable 5 and be- 


yond had seen Mark Masters, Past Masters and Most Ix- 
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cellent Masters, and had passed under royal arches in their 
travels in the West. 

We are now on our way, with the Neches River only a 
short distance ahead. Conversation of course turned on the 
soldier boys, on their way from San Antonio to their homes. 
One of the lawyers declared they were the smartest set of 
men, take them as a whole, he ever met. They numbered 


twenty-five or thirty, and while the man with the coon-skin 


cap was a leader in conversation, yet they all talked freely 
and intelligently. We had previously been told that we 
were ‘‘ green from the States ;” but now we began to realize 
it. Our appreciation of Texas intellect, you see, had ths 
far increased at every step. While we deplored the mis- 
fortunes that had brought refugees from justice to Texas, of 
which class ‘‘our Tom” was a fair specimen, we rejoiced 
that God had used the unfortunate boy as an instrument in 
his hands to bring to the State good men and pious women, 
with intellect, and wealth sufficient, under a favorable 
government, to develop the resources of the country, and 
form a nucleus around which good society might be formed. 
We frequently felt quite amused at the misapprehension 
under which people in the older States labored, and sometimes 
soliloquized thus: ‘* He who goes in search of feols and 
greenhorns need not come to Texas.” I felt some gratifica- 
tion, I freely confess, in secing my legal associates out- 
generalled upon questions of luw by the soldiers 3 especial- 
ly as I had been used as a cat’s-paw to bring on the 
conversation alluded to. Under these considerations and 
circumstances I began to feel, when only one hundred 
miles in the State, that warm admiration for Texas and 
Texans, which afterwards, in the strength of my manhood, 


ets em mo 


























Fe Gi te TM ee Tea ‘diate es 

byline Ovi ddnare oxlt ibyive ‘Taw ‘ie 0 Wi 
‘6 |g) go Promerat oe uO TO Cipibasers vita) heidibel ont nate 

| 4 pene ul vboeld ctv few tei nn perevrl yew s15d¥ sto | th + SIU. 

ty don deter Oe OLeH yin? froretoot ovoremat & fs w 

| Dowden volt dere deve od ofodw a an ecv-ntht odet (sont i 

» old ih ake oclt otidw hor 7 16 oheyinows 

bowled The pedi doy tteftnewve  yohinel @ enw qa 

| 7 t bad oV " glided ba 

pce mmol ow wee dred ™ ; 2 nf} mot deat” enw 

oy Leal ote 00K iHoini sea © SOUnISeT aE wo fi 4 

q et i . harifaok on Glatt Mola vere jn rornstont at he 

Bilt 1 were Cae seat centt Ee va i Hi sie Fiscal sve esirsdtat : ; 

i ih r. amede dict 2 eew “al wo" 2b! thoi r ; 

| ih i aa an yor vinnie Foilt hea bed bO® sedt 

| om Gent oce-ola4 of? of gaia oF ebaad ae 


us 
oe 
* 
x 
! 


ibe dot igoiditine dilaow Joollevat ditw_ “f 
fue. (one old be aootoxot olt golevob of aamEISVOR, 
ocd tibetah ytsioor ND dotiie bispernt evofoad # mt ; 
nailerqqesin: oft de liekvat oiinp aot aoipet mw “a 


7 = 
- = 
“tes 
-_ a” 


nifennoe bik pototal sot nt vatilo old ms ole joog ohiw Ybes 


) xin blog! lo dPinae ni eat adw oH” revd bh ehdpolifon RAM. em 
| vie Po! omnes jon hoor gatedaseg. 

, : el ~ ). \ltan 
; <)340 ivel ‘yin giliooe ai ,sevined ison [oo 
: sl oes 

f “hee O08) r y2 ph} cd “iol }e en yieou oy Hoge hohe: eT 

. oft wo vehd of vengeting a en bees meee bind lee 


: 7 | , o" fees repr O: oy so} 02 {rofl fn aainuens 100 


Fieys rive 8 Pe core a fis) Pypek oy xv ¥ : arvas’? i 
2 7‘ Ff Pai ’ al * r 7 o aT 
re | Ae Mae Heats ath ish ARV ANH" Jf | 


if NE Pt oa ae iit y 
ie er (OORT “7A he) silytionie ads i slaw catenins 





——- 
_ 





38 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


burned in my soul, and which still lives to stimulate 
me in my declining years. 

Neches River was soon crossed. We very soon observed 
some change in the country, occasionally a small prairie, as 
we approached the Trinity, at Robin’s ferry. Crossing this 
stream, we entered, on rising the western bank, the first 
large prairie we ever saw, stretching further to the west 
than the eye could reach. It is hard to describe the emo- 
tions of the soul on looking for the first time across a vast 
prairie. The feeling is somewhat akin to that experienced 
on the first visit to the beach. Land and water there bore 
some rescmblance. Here we took the old San Antonio 
road. But little timber was in sight during the evening, ex- 
cept a few post-oak groves; the trees so low that a Tennes- 
scean was at a loss to know what was to be done for fencing. 
The land was superior, we thought, to what we had seen; 
but this did not fill the bill yet. 

Night came on—a clear, cloudless night upon the prairie 
— who can describe it? No house insight. In the midst 
of the grandeur of the scene, we confess to a feeling of 
loneliness. A few miles more, and a light in the distance 
gave evidence of the habitation of man. ‘This consisted of 
one room, a small post-oak cabin sixteen feet square, dirt 
floor, and the habitation of man, wife and five children. 
Our company, it will be remembered, numbered six. Any 
portinastorm. Iwasappointed spokesmanagain. ‘ Hem, 
hailoo, can we stay all night?” Without asking any ques- 
tions about our number, a voice was heard from the door: 
* We never turn anybody off, sir. Light, gentlemen, if you 
think you can put up with our fare.” This invitation was 
given with such manifest hospitality that the party instantly 


dismounted, feeling quite at home. We were at once asked 








{ 
; 
’ 


eS ee, ee 


ied). 


— RO Soe Tee ee eta tored. gid ol fivd iv jerit ods Ge ¥ 


i. : é ; wrest alee 7 SP Oy Pe, ‘ 
t 4 MiG AR pees Deetiprectery aug I ‘ node dhath 
", ri i a - 
et wien, 9 shay aaa ee le Re iels » Of re ba 6 
“Tt VES PO Ree OORT M.D die Aa dial ti 4¢ 7 
ty a, Te he ; ‘ veu tee Faw 
oo Gd cia Leienh eae eal i siplemne Tle 
‘ ¥ » { . oe | ad f bio 
PORE Ey AT PPE CEPA leech me | stu Y Laon 
mi. , s , te me 
, *, pike 
ahs La?) Ls eid font f! P| 








\ MT gs. 


pias ‘oben 7 







































ahs Limicy the we ke | 

tl) Ghinse > ~ sore etabdpihta yy tind 

heh | RET baa it. wervi 

Jenin et3) od tba winioterte .vtea revs om oxi + gral 
ole od advan: OF hied esl loess bition ote-ilt crnvil 

te vos Bard ed dui eka om f guidool rep bana adtt Yo a 
Dy wnurabyacrxes ult 0 Malt tathwomos el ve sao Sitter 


? 


77 oyotl > oe iw idinaaat 08 _ 
ae A ERAS TAA REY Bae inl pnehy higia nieaw todas? offi { sud kot i 


e a: 


PAD lS A OR RD Sa) svat Shier he cae wate e0: | A 
(rise? 10) oooh) ooh enw tate woud o} twOh Mt enw anse e 2 
caver Dod ov lady oh daiguodt ow rolisqia a ove nasil one 


° , \ bu jig P ; 
Pe ii, fox os 80 jour. Jyftee &l cal hud 
Sina. on} Hoque eealbirots.tiolo g—— p » tered: hy wit 
\ ; . :, rer oe ek 2h. 
>) es j oa EE SoA CHL at ny thaty wade 
rie y 220190) a esa ot To Tbe TS od eo 


? ry} id Pag B| Se BPETT otk SO ’ oliar We ‘yt , eeoiniboval 
i Poa, | ul my eer iy noutelhiad odt Yo souohive Sveg. 


A , : ; 
Srey Eeeey) sys ete d ans Gy hnne # MOOT otto A 
= 
Ss - 

HOt at wh Ow tie PO montntnded say baw ae 


(Sim Je Dooce ,eruliowuer. oef lliw 2 ouncpeciors i 


cna epee SAN 


THE DECISION. 39 


if we would have our horses staked or hobbled. Said I, 
‘‘ Staked”’? for I had never heard the word used in this con- 
nection before. A lad about ten years of age was standing 
near the father, who addressed his mother in an under-tone, 
but within our hearing: “ Perfectly green from the States.” 
The preacher was sold again, to the great amusement of the 
company. After an explanation of the word staked was 


_ given, I decided that my mule would not stand comfortably 


at one end of a rawhide lariat, with the other tied to a 
post, and said “‘hobble.” Alltherest said ‘‘ stake.” Some 
of us slept inside the cabin, but more slept out. It was my 
time for amusement, when during the night the cry was 
heard, ‘“* Up and to your horses!” Some of the horses (for 
they were as ‘“‘green from the States” as their masters) 
were tangled in their ropes, and whirling around like wind- 
mills ; while others were down, kicking and cutting their legs 
terribly. 

Twelve miles further, and we reached the Navasota River 
bottom — an ugly stream — land on the river all subject to 
overflow ; must be very sickly, we thought. The timber con- 
sisted principally of hackberry, elm, oak, and some wild 
china. 


We were now pressed hard by a former engagement. 


By agreement we were to meet the ex-congressman David 
Crockett, from Gibson County, Tennessee, on Christmas 
day, at the ‘Falls of the Brazos,’ and have a bear-hunt. 
1 had lived in the same country with this distinguished 
person for eight years, and on several occasions had joined 
him in the chase. We were by this agreement bound to 
Press forward with all possible haste, as it was now the 26th 
ef December, and a long day’s ride between us and the 
place. Some of our two-hundred-dollar celebrated horses 
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/ 
were quite lame, in consequence of getting so much 
‘‘oreen” peeled off at one time, during the previous night, 
and our progress by this accident was considerably re- 
tarded. 

Avhard ride brought us to brother Jesse Webb’s, whom 
we had known from character in Tennessee, now living 
near the ** Little Brazos,” and near the present locality of 
Calvert, on the Houston and Texas Central Railroad. 
Hcre we were kindly received by a brother, whose eyes, 
about ten years after, it was made the writer’s duty to 
close, when death had done his work. 

While staking our horses to grass, he pointed to a post 
where a horse was standing tied a few nights before, when 
an Indian came, cut the rope, and carried the animal away. 
We had given our horses no corn since crossing the Trinity. 
Some of their legs were sore from ‘‘ walking ropes ;” we 
had travelled since morning near fifty miles; must go on 


> 


the morrow through a country infested with Indians, — all 
of which led some of the company to plead right earnestly 
for corn. We were informed that the supply on hand was 
needed for bread; that the family had lived without bread, 
except one barrel of flour, while the present erop was being 
made; and that one party stood guard, while the other 
ploughed, during the entire season. Beside this, a widow 
hard by must be fed from that crib, or suffer. 

The preacher could not be spokesman for corn after 
these statements; but some of the party offered ten dollars 
for a bushel, in view of the fact that we might have to 
make a race from the Indians before another sun went 
down. The corn was brought; not because ten dollars 
per bushel were offered, but because of genuine hospitality, 
as the sequel will show. Our supper consisted principally 
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of bear dacon, turnip greens, and fresh buffalo beef. You 
may be sure that, tired and hungry as we were, we did 
ample justice to the feast around such a board. 

The two deacons of our company, who had served with 
Sam. Houston in the Creek war, and had fought by his 
side at the time he received the wound that helped to make 
him governor of Tennessee, both felt the importance of a 
guard for our horses, and it was detailed. 

The fact being ascertained that a preacher was to be 
entertained for the night, God was thanked by our pious 
host, and upon invitation we surrounded our first family 
altar in Texas. The guard was changed, and we retired 
towards midnight to rest. It was rather a novel idea to 
some of us, that men could sleep under such circumstances. 
Daylight came; horses were all safe, and after a much 
relished breakfast, and horses prepared for the journey, our 
bill was called for, and a geunine Texas bill was pre- 
sented: ‘*Call and see me on your return.” Some of the 
crowd took care to pay the lad for the corn, and paid him 
well. A sharp lookout was kept all day for Indians. 
Game was seen in every direction, in great numbers. We 
saw land during the day that had been cultivated, without 
fence, and we supposed, from appearances, that it had grown 
fifty bushels to the acre. Some of the corn was not then 
gathered. At night we were at the ** Falls of the Brazos,” 
the long-sought resting-place for a season. 

Here we found but one fumily. ‘There was, close by, the 
camp of about forty Tennesseeans. They were all out on 
Little River, hunting lands. Upon-inquiry, we found that 
David Crockett had not arrived, and consequently the bear- 
liunt with him was a disazppoiutment. After a little rest, 
we began a thorough examination of the country for our- 
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selves. Our expectation as to the great value of the lands 
was fully realized. The country was all we could desire, — 
lands very rich, range extraordinarily good, wood and water 
plenty, and the prospect for health very flattering. The 
river at this time was very low at this point,—not over 
knee-deep to our horses, —the falls about ten perpendicu- 
Jar feet, and the water below them abounding with fish. 
We examined the place minutely with reference to its 
capacity to ran machinery. A few old Texans yet live 
who remembered that the stream was quite narrow at this 
point in 1836. 

After a satisfactory examination was made of the sur- 
rounding country, we left for the three forks of Little 
River, about thirty-five miles south-west. No roads, except 
small trails through this wilderness. Great uneasiness was 
felt at this time relative to Indian depredations. There 
were fears of a general outbreak, predicated upon the 
amount of stealing going on through the country since the 
war began between the Americans and Mexicans. The 
Mexicans were evidently encouraging all the wild tribes to 
exterminate the colonists. 

General Sam. IJouston now had use for all his ingenuity 
among the Indians to evade the fatal catastrophe. The war 
between Indians and colonist was also being hurried on by 
the land speculators, as their lands were valueless without 
an increase of population in this part of the State. So 
nuch for the state of the country. 

Our trail was quite diflicult to follow. Mustang, or wild 
Mexican horses, had trails going in almost every direction. 
Our path was distinguished from theirs by the prints of 
horse-shoes. Occasionally a buifalo trail crossed ours, but 
the difference was easily detected, Yonder in the distance 
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was seen a large herd of mustangs, and on every hand 
great numbers of deer. We had become so much accus- 
tomed to the latter that by this time they attracted but 
little attention. All were watching for an Indian and a 
buffalo. 

Rising the hill across Elm Creck, the leader of our party 
cried out, ** What is that, with a hump on his back?” The 
animal, startled by the sight of man and the sound of the 
human voice, gave that noise peculiar to the buffalo tribe, 
and off went a large herd, making the earth almost tremble 
beneath the terrible stampede. lIere was an open field, no 
timber, a chance for a fair race; not one of us had ever scen 
a buffaloin his life, and it was really amusing tosee old men, 
farmers, and deacons in the Baptist church, with the repre- 
sentatives of three honorable professions, all forgetting 
that they were seven or eight hundred miles from home, 
with horses jaded, and some of them not well since their 
performance on the ropes, running their animals at the top 
of their speed, and shouting with all their might. Here we 
went, helter-skelter. Hurrah boys! bang, bang, bang, went 
guns and pistols, and away went the herd, following close 
upon the heels of their leader. They ran scientifically, 
With the right foot before, a side at a time, for three or four 
hundred yards. Then the leader would change and run 
with the left foot before, every buffalo following him mak- 
ing the same change. ‘The writer, poor fellow, rode a mule, 
and it would show its blood. . It would run with all its 
might towards the herd; but when it would get within forty 
yards, and sniff the peeuliar odor that escapes the buffalo in 
the chase, it would invariably shy round. Whenever I 
would get near enough and ready to shoot, I would find my 
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mule at right angles with my game, and bounding rapidly 
away. I thought to myself, ‘* No meat for me, unless this 
part of the performance can be changed.” The herd was 
soon gone, with no damage done that we could discover, 
and it was with difficulty that we found our way back to 
the trail. The supposition was that we had gone about two 
miles in this race. When night overtook us, we had 
travelled thirty miles, and were at the only house we had 
seen since starting in the morning. 

Here on Little River we found the forty Tennessee land- 
hunters, and among them Deacon Cartmell from the Baptist 
church in Nashville. What a joyful and unexpected meet- 
ing it was! ‘“ Why,” said Brother Cartmell, **I never ex- 
pected to see our cane-brake preacher again. I heard that 
you had died with hemorrhage of the lungs.” My health, 
by this time, was almost entirely restored, and my voice 
clear and full; at least this was the decision of my comrades 
on our return to the trail, after the buffalo chase was over. 
Mr. Childress, whose wife was a Baptist, was the occupant 
and owner of that little lone cabin in this wilderness, and 
the family and land-hunters decided that they must have a 
sermon after supper; and accordingly I preached my first 
sermon in Texas, in camp, on the thirtieth of December, 
1835, Ilere we spent a few days, and went out near where 
the city of Austin is now located, on the Colorado River. 

After an absence of about twelve days Deavon [unt and . 
I were back at the Falls; the other four having remained 
with the land-hunters. Our mission was accomplished, and 
we were seriously considering the propriety of moving the 
family eight hundred miles, to settle in the wilderness. The 
climate certainly would be suitable for one in my condition, 
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and as I could neither preach in Tennessee nor Mississippi 
without endangering my life, I felt a strong inclination to 
make the change. After much prayer and meditation my 
mind was made up, and I thank God yet for the decision. 
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CHAPTER IIT. 


THE WILDERNESS SHALL BLOSSOM AS THE ROSE. —1836. 


ONE can tell, except a hasband and father who 
has experienced the emotion, the feelings with 
which I mounted my animal, that I hoped would 
carry me to my loved ones in the east. On the 

tenth day of January, 1836, Deacon Hunt and the writer 

were “homeward bound.” In the evening we were back 
at brother Webb’s. Near the place where Wheelock is now 
located we found a garden full of vegetables, presenting 





more the appearance of spring than wintcr. I had just left 
wild rye and grass in the Brazos River bottom over knee 
high, and here the potato-vines were not killed in the 
fields, While Texas has changed from a sayage to a civil- 
ized state during these thirty-six years, its climate has, in 
many respects, undergone material changes. 

January, 1836, wore the garments of spring at the Falls 
of the Brazos. I am now writing in Washington County, 
two degrees south; it is January, 1872, and, as I look 
through my window, the earth, the trees and houses are 
clad in garments of snow. It is much colder in winter 
now, more sultry in summer, and, as a rule, rains more now 
in one year than it did then in three. 

Nothing of special importance occurred until we reached 
the old town of Nacogdoches in the east. Having an im- 
portant engagement to be at a point beyond Nacogdoches 
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on Sunday night, that must be met “if the Lord will,” and 
being twenty miles west of the town when the sun of Sun- 
day morning rose, I felt compelled to violate my former 
custom and travel on the Lord’s day. My mind was by no 
means at ease. Several Sundays had come and gone while 
we were in the wilderness, and only one sermon had been 
preached, and that on an evening during the week. This 
was by no means the course I had pursued for fourteen 
years in Tennessee. My very soul burned within me to 
preacb Jesus. 

An election was in progress when I reached the town. 
This was the law and custom of the country in that day. 
Here was a large crowd of Americans, Mexicans, and In- 
dians of several different tribes. My mule was soon tied, 
and after consultation with my great Master — for I had no 
one else to consult with —I decided to preach, and began 
looking around for a suitable place. Near by the vast 
crowd I saw the foundation timbers of a large framed 
building already laid. No floor had been laid, nor upright 
pieces raised. No sooner discovered than I selected one 
corner of this for a pulpit, — the sills and sleepers already 
laid and well adjusted would answer for seats. I held up 
my watch in my hand, and cried at the top of my voice, 
“Q-yes! o-yes! o-yes! everybody that wants to buy, 
without money and without price, come this way,” — and 
commenced singing the old battle-song: ** Am Ia soldier 
ofthe cross?” BeforeI finished my song there was around 
me a large crowd of all sorts and sizes and colors. <A 
brief prayer was offered, and the two verses sung, * Tis 
religion that can give,” amidst profound silence. Aston- 
ishment, rather than reverence} was stamped upon their 
features. Across the street was a large upper gallery, and 
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by this time it was full of ladies and gentlemen. Just at 
this point some wagons and a carriage, evidently belonging 
to movers, drove up close to where I was standing, and I 
recognized brother Wm. Whitaker.and family, from Hardi- 
man County, Tennessee, three of whose daughters I had 
baptized in the old State. The preacher who reads this 
will understand the effect this produced upon the speaker. 
My text was announced from Isaiah xxxv. 1: ‘* The wilder- 
ness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” Never did 
the cane-brake preacher receive better attention. God 
blessed me with great liberty for one hour, amid many 
tears shed all around me. The congregation was dis- 
missed in due form, and there were many hearty shakes 
given the strange preacher’s hand. My soul was full to 
overflowing, and at that moment I believed the text. God 
has not disappointed me. 

We took a Red River steamer at Nachitoches for Natchez, 
and reshipping there landed at Memphis. Passing through 
the western district of Tennessee, I preached to my old 
churches, having been absent from them, amid very many 
trials, for about six months. My business was closed up as 
rapidly as possible; arriving in Mississippi, found my 
loved ones all well and willing to share with me the for- 
tunes of Texas, be they good or bad, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


WAR. — 1836. 


REPARATIONS preceding a removal from an old 
country to a new one remind me very much of the 
preparation necessary to be made in going from 





time to eternity. A great many articles formerly 
of use must now be dispensed with, and other articles at a 
great price must be obtained. Preparation necessary being 
made, we were all soon on board the steamer ** Statesman,” 
about the first of April, 1856. After a smooth and quick 
voyage we were landed at Nachitoches, Louisiana; teams 
were purchased and provisions laid in for the long over- 
land journey. 

On the first day and every day till we reached the Sabine, 
we met families running away from Texas. On the second 
day of March the declaration of independence was signed 
by the convention in session at Washineton, Texas, de- 
claring Texas a sovereiqn, free and independent Republic. 
Exusperated by this bold stand of the people, and in view of 
the Cefiance of Travis, Crockett, and Bowie at San Antonio, 
the Alamo under the eye of Santa Anna had been surroanded 
on Sunday morning, March 6th, by the entire Mexican 
army, and one hundred and eighty-cight brave men put to 
the sword, and the Texans were at this time ip full retreat 
under Sam. Houston, and the Mexicans in full pursuit under 
Santa Anna. Twas upbraided by everybody I met, and 
by some enrsed as a fool, declaring that my family would 
4 49 
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be slain either by Mexicans or Indians before we would get 
far beyond the Sabine. Seldom in life had I turned back, 
and, trusting in God, we travelled on. , 

Reliable information soon met us to the effect that 

General Houston, with his forces, consisting of seven hun- 
dred and eighty-three men, had engaged the Mexicans near 
two thousand strong, routed the army and captured Santa 
Anna. Mexican loss was six hundred and thirty killed, 
two hundred and eight wounded, and seven hundred and 
thirty prisoners, with all their camp equipage and the mil- 
itary chest, containing twelve thousand dollars. Texan 
loss was only eight killed, and twenty-five wounded. This 
famous battle, which turned the scales in favor of freedom, 
for a people borne down by oppressions grievous to endure, 
was fought on the twenty-first day of April, 1836. 

Santa Anna, by permission of General Sam. Houston, 
sent a courier to his general next in rank to himself, order- 
Ing him and all the Mexican forces out of Texas. The 
cowardly Mexican tyrant now sat crouching at the feet of 
the * Hero of San Jacinto,” no doubt dwelling upon the 
fate of the Alamo, and the murder of the one hundred and 
eighty-cight brave men by his own order, on Sunday, 
the sixth of March; and well remembering the order he 
had given to generals in command of the different divis- 
ions of his army,to shoot all the prisoners that fell into 
their hands, which had resulted in the coldest-blooded 
murder of the brave Fannin, and three hundred and thirty 
men at Goliad, on Sunday, March 27th, who were promised, 
if they would surrender, to be treated kindly as prisoners of 
war, and to be sent in vessels at once to the United States. 
Trembling for his own personal safety, and for the prisoners 
taken at the same battle, he was willing, at least for the 
time being, fur peace. 
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The families were now all invited back. Some of them 
had taken such a fright that they did not return for a year ; 
others never unloaded their wagons. We stopped at 
San Augustine several days, and rested the family and 
teams. While there I met with Sam. Houston for the first 
time in Texas, then suffering from the wound received at 
the battle of San Jacinto. He entertained no doubt of the 
success of the ‘ little two-horse republic” that he had seen 
with prophetic eve years before, while yet in Tennessee. 

The Cherokee Indians then occupied the territory north 
of Nacogdoches, and west to the Neches River. From 
them we purchased some cattle, and moved on as rapidiy as 
possibie to the Brazos. On onr arrival everything looked 
lonesome and dreary. With depredations constantly going 
on in the west by the Mexicans, and on the north by the 
Indians, it required fortitude to stem the current. But God 
I believed had sent me and mine to Texas, and it would. 
never do to yun. The people made some corn, notwith- 
standing the runaway scrape, before alluded to. We had to 
move cautiously. We heard of continued threats of Mexi- 
can invasions. ‘The Texas army remained in the field ; but 
there was very soon not a dollar in the military chest. The 
year 1836, although flushed with victory at San Jacinto, 
was a year of great trial for the Texas people. Numbers 
of our men were absent from their families nearly the entire 
year, either in the Texas army, or west of the Trinity 
making a crop, while their families remained in the east. 
Indian depredations were now beginning in good earnest. 
Truly in every way it was a year of trial that the few 
living survivors have not forgotten. 

While travelling with my family in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1836, from the neighborhood of Wheclock to the 
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Falls, a young man by the name of Reed being our only 
company, we camped near a house a little off from the main 
road. Guns were all put in order, and my two little sons, 
aged thirteen and eleven years, and young Reed, were 
ordered to lie down with their shot-bags round their necks 
and their gun-locks under their blankets to keep the powder 
dry. At that day we used flint and stecl locks exclusively. 
About eleven o’clock at night, the Indians, about one hun- 
dred and fifty in number, approached our camp. Our faith- 
ful dogs raised the alarm, and on rising to our feet we dis- 
covered that the Indians were in close contact with the 
dogs. Every man and boy was ordered up, and with guns 
in hand, two men and two boys soon stood on the opposite 
side of the fire from the Indians. Campers will all see at 
once the advantage gained by this tactics. The Indians 
were frightened when they saw the guns, and through the fire 
we could see them skulking away into aravine close by. Of 
course there was no more sleeping done that night in our 
camp. Morning came, and the God of Jacob was praised 
for our deliverance. i 

About eleven o'clock we were overtaken by a company of 
fitteen soldiers, most of them on foot, and on their way to 
the fort at the Falls. We gave them at noon all the pro- 
visions we had, for they were quite hungry. My little 
children were greatly distressed as they saw these hungry 
soldicrs devouring the last of our provisions. My feelings 
T will net attempt to describe. It was my duty, and, trust- 
ing in God and these soldiers, we travelled on in the even- 
ing as cheerfully as we could. They agreed to camp with 
us atnight. The Indians we then knew were below, and 
between us and the settlements. Near the little Brazos our 
teams were all hobbled and staked, a fire built, and soon 
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the soldiers were scattered through the adjoining woods in 
search of game. Their commissary stores, and ours too, 
were exhausted. One gun after another was fired; the axe 
and water bucket had disappeared from our camp; the noise 
of the axe was soon heard; a tree fell; and several turkeys 
were brought in, and a bucket of honey. All were too hun- 
gry to pick turkeys; they were skinned, divided in two 
pieces, and hung on sticks before the fire. This was our 
first neal as a family without bread. Will it be the last? 
The news was soon received that Harvey and his family, 
occupying the house near our last camp, were all killed by 
the Indians in the evening after we left. These were, with- 
out donbt, the same Indians that approached our camp the 
night before. We felt exceedingly sad after hearing the 
fate of the unfortunate family, but doubly grateful to God 
in consequence of our escape on the previous night. 

These soldiers, with whom we had divided bread in the 
journey, and who, after eating bountifully of turkey and 
honey, sat cheerfully round the camp fire, treated us 
with marked courtesy and kindness. A majority of them 
well knew how to do it, because of their training in youth. 
Most of these were young men, who had come to Texas as 
forerunners of intelligent families, to spy out the country, 
and on their arrival entered into active sympathy with the 
cause of Texas, and greatly admired Sam. Houston. Here 
they were, making long marches and countermarches, and 
getting their living principally out of the woods. We oc- 
casionally saw at this time a number of the * Telegraph,” 
the first permanent newspaper ever published in Texas. It 
wis first issued from San I*elipe, on the tenth of October, 
1855. During the Mexican invasion, it was forced to re- 
treat to Harrisburg, and issued but one number. It was 
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there captured by the forces of Santa Anna. It, however, 
reappeared the following August at Columbia, and since 
that time to the present has been regularly issued. This 
paper was of great value to the government, and was one 
great instrument that led teeming thousands of emigrants 
to seek homes in Texas. Through this paper, which only 
reached us occasionally by private hands, we saw that 
Sam. Houston was inaugurated president of the Republic 
on the twenty-second day of October, 1536. Here we 
have his address, with these closing words: ‘It now 
becomes my duty to make a presentation of this sword, 
the emblem of my past office. I have worn it with some 
humble pretensions in defence of my country; and should 
the danger of my country again call for my services, I ex- 
pect to resume it, and respond to that call, if needful, with 
my blood and my life.” Fired by such sentiments as these 
and from such a source, our company of soldiers seemed 
perfectly willing to fight and bear their own expenses. 

Before me lies an estimate of the population of Texas 
made in September, 1835 : — 


Anglo-Americans : : : 50,000 
Mexicans . : . 3 P 3,470 
Indians s : ‘ i - 14,200 


I must here be permitted to enter my protest against the 
correctness of this statement, so far at least as to the 
English-speaking population. There was at that time, as 
is usual in almost all new countries, a disposition to ex- 
aggcration. It was impossible then to take the census 
of this country, and T doubt exceedingly if the authori- 
ties would have been willing for the census at that time to 
have gone forth to the world under oath. During 1837 
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and 1838 I travelled, as will be seen, over almost all the 
territory of Texas then inhabited by the Americans, and I 
have no idea there were over fifteen thousand white people 
in the country. The number of Indians must have been 
greatly underrated in this statement. 

Reaching the colony at the Falls, we found great ex- 
citement. There were six or eight families in the colony ; 
at the fort near by the camp were some thirty or forty 
soldiers. So soon as things were somewhat composed, we 


~ had an appointment for preaching. 


This was continued once a week, when I was at home, 
and circumstances would allow. We were frequently in- 
terfered with by reports that Indians were in the neighbor- 
hood. Rangers, who were kept out as spies, would very 
frequently come in and report smokes on the west side of 
the river answered by smokes on the east. Indians had 
set times on the frontier to move south and do mischief; 
this was generally on or about the full moon. Travelling, 
as they usually did, in separate, small detachments, with 
points designated at which to meet, they would frequently 
kindle fires and throw piles of green moss from the trees 
on them, and in this way, in an open country like Texas, 
they could easily communicate with each other. Generally 
the rangers would detect their advance, and we were noti- 


fied, but not always. 


VO PF 


About the first of January, 1857, 1 was notified by the 
commander of the fort that the ammunition was almost 
exhausted; that there were not five rounds to the man; 
that the government had neither money nor lead. We 
were of course in imminent peril. This was owr country, 
and our gight; and althouch it was painful under the circuin- 
stances to leave my loved ones, exposed as they would be, 
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my sense of duty to the land of my adoption required that 
I should go alone to the town of Washington, one hundred 
miles south on the Brazos River, in search of powder and 
lead, at my own charges. At this point the devil sorely 
tried me. The question was asked, ‘* Now, sir, do you be- 
lieve the language of the Bible, from which you preached so 
earnestly to the people in the old town of Nacogdoches, 
just one year ago?” After a little season of meditation 
and prayer the language of my soul was sounded out audi- 
bly from my lips: ‘ Yes, I believe, yet, that the wilderness 
of Texas will blossom as the rose, and the solitary places 
be made glad by the presence of the Lord; ” and I started. 

On my way down, travelling at one time thirty miles 
without seeing a human being, or even the habitation of 
man, my mind was active, and resolution firm, to preach 
whenever and wherever opportunities were offered. At 
Nashville I found six or eight families, and, as I must 
tarry there a night, I called the families together and 
preached. 

Arrived in the little town of Washington about sunset ; 
met a man on acrutch; inquired for the public house, and 
after he pointed it out he inquired if I were not a Baptist 
preacher. I replied that I bore the name of one in Ten- 
nessee, and would not deny it in Texas. He invited me 
to preach for them that night, to which I consented. This 
man proved afterward to be Brother N. T. Byars, who 
preached for so many years as a pioneer Texas missionary. 
Appointment was made and filled. Everybody, we were 
told, turned out. The room obtained was filled, and many 
stood outside. This was the first sermon ever preached in 
the town. ‘There were then three or four Baptists there, 
aud of course they were greatly pleased to hear the sound 
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of a Baptist preacher’s voice. I retired to rest as soon as 
I conld, having travelled entirely alone, along crooked 
Indian trails, one hundred and twenty miles in two days, 
and preached each night. rt 

In every store in the town I[ inquired next morning for 
powder and lead. One keg of lead was found, but no 
powder. As much lead as was thought to be safe was put 
into my saddle-bags. Several bars were bent, a string run 
through them, and balanced on the horn of the saddle. 
The way selected to return was by Independence. It 
looked more like dependence then than independence. 
Such was the appearance of all our towns. I soon reached 
the Yegua bottom, — not a very interesting place then, nor 
now, when the stream is swollen. This is one part of 
Texas, according to the writer’s opinion, that has made 
very little improvement, though it be under the shadow of 
Baylor University. The stream was swimming, for about 
thirty feet, in the main channel — the whole bottom, nearly 
three miles wide, was a sea of water —no bridge — the 
horse was still able to go sixty miles a day, and must carry 
me by Jackson’s store and to Nashville that day. Ie car 
ried me over safely with the load of lead. 

Jackson’s store was reached late in the evening, within 
eight miles of Nashville. Weary and hungry and im- 
patient, I entered the store and asked for powder. Some 
had just been received by a wagon from Columbia. Men 
were then crowded in the room, who had engaged all the 
powder, and paid the money in advance, previous to its 
arrival. After some threats made on both sides of the 
question —a description given of the condition at the 
Falls— my long trip—shivering then in my cold, wet 


clothing, six canisters of powder were received and paid 
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for, and Iwas athome on the fourth night. Rode the 
same horse two hundred and forty miles inside of four 
days. The soldiers, on receiving the powder and lead, were 
in fine spirits. There was no danger of starvation, with 
plenty of ammunition, and hopes were entertained that the, 
Indians could now be held in check. 

There were no Baptists at the Falis, except myself, wife 
and daughter. Cut off thus from all communication with 
churches or ministers, the situation was by no means 4 
pleasant one. It was thirty miles to the nearest settlement 
on Little River. A few families were at Parker’s Fort, 
thirty-five miles distant, near the present locality of Spring- 
field It was unnecessary to make appointments at these 
places, with any prospect of' fiiling them. Thus cut off, I 
did what I could for the spiritual welfare of those by whom 
I was immediately surrounded. 
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CHAPTER, ¥.. 


AN EMERGENCY.—IN 1837. 


UR Indian troubles increased rapidly toward the 
close of 1856 and the beginning of 1837. About 
the first of February, 1837, a light snow covered 
the earth. This was rather remarkable then, and 





presented quite a contrast with the former season. The 
spies from the two forts at the Falls, and on Little 
River, met every day on middle ground. Reports were 
given, at both places, that the trail between the forts had 
been crossed by Indians going south-east toward Elm 
Creek. All the sign that had been discovered made the 
impression that it was only a small party on a thieving 
expedition. About fifteen men under Lieutenant Erath, 
some from each fort, met at the point where the Indians 
crossed, and followed the trail almost tothe mouth of Elm 
Creek. Were suddenly a number of trails came together, 
showing evidently that the Indians were not few but many. 
They had up to this point been travelling in detachments, 
and it was one of these small companies whose sign had 
been discovered between the forts. From an elevation the 
ringers saw the smokes from canip-fires in the bottom. 
The few, however, under this brave lieutenant determined 
to attack the many. The horses were tied some distance 
out, and the fifteen men, at great peril, under cover of the 
night, cautiously approached the camp. Arriving at the point 
59 
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before day, they took shelter under the bank of the ereelk 
Within thirty feet of the fires, and waited for the morning. 
Strange to say, the dogs of the Indians, watchful as they 
are, did not discover the Americans. Daylight streaked 
the east, and the Indians began to rise from their beds and 
stand about the fires. The officer had divided his men into 
squads of three or four, and ordered them to shoot at dif- 
ferent fires, and to be certain that no two men were to 
shoot at the same Indian. Just as the last Indians were 
huddling around the fires, the dogs made the discovery, and 
directed attention to the spot where the rangers lay con- 
cealed. The command was given to fire. A number of 
Indians fell at every camp-fire, and there was a general 
stampede among the survivors. Every gun was now 
empty, and the Indians were thought to be about one hun- 
dred and fifty strong. Discovering that the rangers were 
few, they soon rallied, and the fight became a desperate 
one. Lieut. George Erath ordered a retreat. He kept 
himself in the rear as the men were getting out. Brave 
officers are usually in front of the charge and in the rear on 
aretreat. Two of the men were killed on getting out of - 
the ravine, — Frank Childress and another whose name is 
not remembered. A large number of the Indians had guns. 
Some forty or fifty balls were afterward found in the tree 
at the point where the rangers first showed themselves ris- 
ing from the ravine. Indians were now pressing tliem 
closely. Lieut. Erath was on one side of the ravine and 
a large. Indian on tht other; both their guns empty and 
both loading, glancing at each other. Trath took no time 
to measure his powder, poured down a handful. Both 
raised their guns about the same time; both fell. “Phe tn- 


dian was dead; Erath instantly rose to his feet. A 
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ranger cried, “ George, are you hurt?” Erath, a German 
by birth, replied, ** No, I ish not hurt; my gun knocks 
down before and behind.” His gun had kicked him down. 
Thirteen American rangers escaped. Childress was not 
killed dead on the field, but was afterwards found, with his 
gun, sitting by a tree a little way off, and his body resting 
against the same tree lifeless. The other man was scalped, 
and his hands cut off. The Indians buried their dead in a 
pond of water and fled. ‘They were pursued, but not over- 
taken. I make this statement upon the authority of the 
men on their return. 

But for this engagement, this large body of Indians 
would very soon have been in the settlements below, kill- 
ing, burning, and stealing; for they never came down in 
such large numbers in those days without desperate ends in 
view. It was believed to be the same body of Indians 
that killed poor Harvey and his family, during the month 
of November preceding; and, also, the same that ap- 
proached the camp where I and my family lay close by 
Harvey’s, the night previous to his murder. 

Now I felt a thousand times paid for my long ride to 
Washington, amid so much exposure and anxicty, This 
work was done with the ammunition that I procured while 
on that trip. But I greatly lamented, in the end, the loss 
of the noble son of my dear sister Childress. He was, in- 
deed, a promising boy, about eighteen years of age; was 
not a member of the company of rangers, but, as a citizen, 
volunteered his services for the trip. 

It was now time to commence farming. Facilities for 
this were very poor. Calling to mind the events of the 
past few weeks, the reader will readily understand that I 


had the good-will of all the sokliers in the fort. We were 
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living on the west side of the river; our little twenty-five 
acre rented field was on the east side. During most of the 
season the horses and oxen had to swim the river twice a 
day. We crossed in a canoe. The rangers stood guard 
for us, free of charge, while the bands were planting and 
cultivating the crop. After planting the little rented field, 
that was under fence, we went back further,on to Weed 
prairie, and planted about fifty acres with no fence. This 
land, with the little work we were able in primitive style to 
give it, made fiffy bushels of corn to the acre. YDortions 
of this prairie were cultivated for eighteen consecutive 
years, without fence, with nothing to disturb the corn much 
except the wild bear. The few cattle that were in the 
country went back on the prairies, during the crop season, 
into the higher lands. 

While we were rejoicing at the prospects of the first 
Texas crop we had ever cultivated, the Indians were again 
back, and in various quarters committing depredations. 
Again IT was informed by the captain commanding the post 
that the ammunition was almost out, and that all their 
stores of every kind were very short. 

The financial condition of the country was truly dis- 
tressing at this period. About a half million was now due 
for supplies, a half million due the army and navy, and a 
hundred thousand dollars due on the civil list, and nota 
doliar to pay for anything. Near a million and a quarter 
of indebtedness hung over us. The families and the forts 
on‘the frontier had either to join hands, and farm and fight 
together, at their own charges, or fall back, leaving the 
people in the settlements below to be the extreme frontier 
on the north. Ours was the extrene northern fort at that 
time. I had in my possession about two thousand dollars, 
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realized from lands sold in Mississippi, with which I 
expected to support my family in extreme emergencies. 
The officer above alluded to informed me secretly, as he 
did on the former occasion, of the true situation; saying 
that “ secrecy was safety,” and appealing at the same time 
for aid, if in my power to afford! it. 

Our family stores, hauled by ox-teams from Nachitoches, 
a distance of three hundred miles, were about exhausted, 
from divisions with the sick among soldiers and citizens. 
Although it was regarded as a savage country, yet some 
traces were seen of early scriptural usage. We had ‘all 
things common.” My supplies for the year would as a 
consequence be gone by April. The advertisements in the 
* Telegraph” showed that supplies might. be obtained in 
Houston, about one hundred and sixty miles off. We 
determined,in this great emergency, then about the 18th of 
March, 1837, to attempt the trip with an ox-team, with the 
probability Of being captured by the common enemy, and 
stain by the way; or, if permitted to return, with the proba- 
bility of finding my little log cabin in ashes and my family 
having shared the fate of Ilarvey’s, before alluded to. 

Now, reader, Pll suppose you are comfortably seated on 
cushions, and by a warm fire, on one of those cold days in 
March that now sometimes are met with in Texas; that one 
of those splendid coaches, that is carried by the iron-clad, 
bellowing horse, In which you sit, is standing at Kosse, on 
the Central Texas traek, just opposite and about sixteen 
miles from my log cabin in 1837, and bound for a trip to 
Houston and back, three hundred miles, in fifteen hours; 
and compare your prospects for getting supplies trom 
Houston and mine thirty-five years ago. ‘Two whistles, the 
bell rings, and you are off; my oxen, eight in number, yoked 
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and bound with chains to a wagon that would bear five 
thousand pounds, my little son twelve years of age the 
driver, and with two horses, I am off. The road we 
travelled led us right along near the present [louston and 
Texas Central Railroad track. We camped on the ground 
now occupied by the city of Bryan, and within a few yards 
of brother W. B. Eaves’ shop. Right there my horses were 
both stolen. Spent one day in pursuit, recovered one 
horse, bought another, and went on. The thief, I am 
sorry to say, was a Texan. Look out now, through the 
window, as the wheels of thunder underneath you are 
rolling over that magnificent bridge, that spans with its 
mighty arms the Navasota River, and take a look at my 
craft, crossing about one hundred yards above. ‘The stream 
was very high, nearly level with the banks; waterin the 
bottom almost swimming, before we reached it. We were 
soon through this, and on the bank of the main channel. 
My little son was greatly discouraged. ‘ Pa, what are you 
going to do?” came ontin trembling accents. ‘You said 
when we got here we would get something to eat; we have 
had no bread since yesterday ; there is no boat, no canoe. 
Our skillet is lost, and we can’t even get a place dry enough 
to bake an ash cake.’”’ Poor boy, this trial, the hardships 
endured before, and those to come after on this trip and 
others, were preparing him for the hardships of the Mexi- 
ean war in 1845, and for the successes in business that 
awaited him in California, where he died in 1860. 

A block ten inches wide was soon hewed out from an ash- 
tree, and an old-fashioned * jolnny-cake ” baked before the 
fire, some meat broiled, coffee made, and father and son 
were merrily chatting, after a hearty meal. 

I now cried at the top of my voice, to gain the attention 
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of the man who, I was informed, lived on the hill on the 
south side. An answer was returned, and the man in quick 
time stood onthe bank. ‘ What will you have, sir?” — ‘I 
want a man to tie a rawhide lariat round that stump near 
where you. stand, and the other end and an inch-auger 
brought to me, and all the assistance necessary to enable 
me to get my wagon and team over.” Five dollars was an- 
nounced as the price for which he would undertake, and the 
trade was closed. The end of the lariat and the inch- 
auger were soon brought over. At great peril, logs were 
cut of proper length, hauled up, and. fastened securely 
together. On this little craft my son and I placed our camp 
equipage, and pulled across the river by the lariat, fastened 
on each bank. The man left behind then loosed his end of 
the rope, and, after tying tue bed of the wagon fast to the 
wheels, tied it to the end of thetongue. The wagon was 
pulled over, and the team swam. [By this time our con- 
tractor, one of the best swimmers I ever saw, was on the 
hoine side and ready for another contract. He then en- 
gaged to dig a canoe, by our return, for five dollars more. 
Ilere was ten dollars for crossing the Navasota twice, 
with great Iabor and peril. All this was done inside of 
three hours, and we were on our way through the prairie, 
where the city of Navasota now stands. Nothing of 
interest transpired till we reached Matthew Burnett’s, 
about one mile below Cypress City. Ie was just from 
Houston that day, and stated to me that there was no 
lead there; but informed me that Sam. Ifouston, on his 
retreat the year before to San Jacinto, had left a pig of 
lead, weighing seventy-five pounds, that was then under his 
Louse, and that I could get it on my return. Llouston was 
reached late Saturday evening, after swimming the team 
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over Buffalo bayou, just opposite Main Street, as the city is 
now laid out. No bridge nor ferry-boat then. There was 
a little flat boat that carried over a single horse or empty 
wagon. 

Houston, in 1837, was a city of tents; only one or two 
log-cabins appeared. John K. Allen’s framed building 
was raised, covered, and partly weather-boarded. A large 
amount of goods in tents. A large round tent, resembling 
the enclosure of a circus, was used for a drinking-saloon. 
Plenty of ** John Barley Corn” and cigars. This was the 
last Sunday in March, and after changing the garb of the 
wagouer for one similar to that worn in the city, I went out 
in search of a place to preach. Upon inquiry I was 
informed that there never had been a sermon preached in 
the place. It was quite a novel thing then to hear preach- 
ing, and some, to enjoy the novelty, and some no doubt 
with the purest motives, went to work, and very soou seats 
were prepared in a cool shade on that beautiful spring 
morning. The sermon was preached to an attentive, intcl- 
ligent audience. Brother Marsh, a Baptist minister from 
Mississippi, then about seventy years old, came forward by 
request and closed the service. From near the spot where 
I then stood is now issued the Texas Baptist ‘+ Herald,” send- 
ing streams of light over a vast territory, and around that 
spot has gathered a city of eighteen thousand inhabitants, 
destined to assume much larger proportions yet, in conse- 
quence of the fact that it is the great railroad centre of 
the State. 

Monday morning ammunition was sought for in every 
store. Purchased two kegs of powder. No lead to be 
had. Family supplies and some additional articles for the 
soldiers were procured, and as rapidly as an ox-team, 
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heavily loaded, could carry us, we made our way towards 
home. At Burnett’s, we took in the pig of lead, a very 
valuable article at that time. Reaching Navasota, we 
found the canoe ready, according to contract, aud paid five 
dollars fer it; also five dollars additional were paid to the 
same man for assistance rendered in getting wagon, team, 
and cargo across the river. Here, you will remember, 
fifteen dollars have been paid for ferriage, going and 
coming, over one stream. Texans would do well to bear 
this in mind, among the charges they so often prefer 
against the company that drives the iron horse, with his 
huge trains of carriages, and in such quick time brings 
their supplies. On reaching the present locality of Bryan, 
my other stolen horse was found, and twenty-five dollars’ 
reward paid for that. When we reached the eastern bank 
of the Brazos, opposite our log cabin and the soldiers’ fort 
on the west, and announced across the river that we had 
powder, lead and commissary stores, hats were waved, and 
as loud a shout was raised as would have been during the 
late war on the arrival of a seventy-four gun ship in some 
great emergency. 
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|| The little colonies here and there were frequently 


IFF then as now was a mixture of joys and sorrows. 


greatly elated, catching eagerly at every little ray of 
light that made their prospects even tolerable. Of- 
tener, however, gloom hung over the camp. From north, east 
and west, rumors reached us of Indian outrages, that made 
our blood chill sometimes with fear, and then by turns boil 
with feelings of furious revenge. While rejoicing with the 
family and soldiers over our safe return from Houston, and 
the bountiful supplies for a few months at least, news 
reached us that the little daughter of Ilarvey, whose sad 
fate has been recorded, was alive in Mexico, and a negro 
girl whose life was spared by the Indians in the midst of 
the same massacre. Great anxiety was felt by us all for 
“the resene of the child. 

Her uncle, James Talbert, was then living in Alabama. 
After long search and a large expenditure of money, this 
brother in Christ found the child. She had been sold by the 
Indians, and was now ereatly attached to her Mexican mother. 
Her arm had been broken during the killing of her parents. 
She was carried by the uncle to Alabama, and by him was 
afterwards brought to Texas. They settled near where her 
parents were killed. She has since married; and when re- 
cently heard from was living. I have often since been at 
her house and used the family Bible at worship owned by 
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her father, and which yet has upon its pages the blood of 
her parents, spilled by the hands of the Indians on that 
fearful night. 

Our opportunities for preaching were very limited. Our 
crop was cultivated in 1837 under a guard of soldiers. In 
a short time I ventured down to Nashville, forty-five miles 
down the river, and all the people in the settlement that 
could, turned out to preaching in a little log cabin, with 
dirt floor. Just about the time we closed the services on 
Sunday, the Indians dashed upon us and killed two men, in 
sight of the congregation. Preacher and people carried 
carnal weapons with them to the house of God in those 
days, and did not for a moment suppose they were violating 
the Scriptures. Weinstantly changed the services into war 
with the Indians. Every man was immediately mounted 
and off with gun in hand on Sunday evening, in full pursuit 
of the Indians. They were not overtaken, but escaped up 
Little River. 

Now please remember my situation on the return from 
this pursuit. The relatives of the dead are in tears, and at 
their request I must stay and perform the funeral services. 
The Indians had gone towards my home and loved ones, 
apparently intending to bear a little to the left; but we 
never could tell where an Indian would turn up next. 
Duties to the bereaved being performed, and the dead 
buried out of their sight, I resolved to go home, if God 
would-spare my life, under cover of the night. Forty-five 
miles to ride alone in the night, with a knowledge of the 
fact before me that the Indians were above and between 
me and my home, and that I was liable to be attacked at 
any moment. This state of things presented a strong 
temptation, On my way in the night, and at the crossing 
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of Little River, the tempter came, and his speech was as 
follows: ‘* Where is your faith now? You had better ac- 
cede to the propositions of your very liberal brethren in 
Tennessee and Mississippi, even if you die, than undergo 
such hardships by day aud by night. The Indians will 
certainly get you yet, either on this trip or some other.” 
By this plausible story I felt for the time being influenced, 
and there was a little wavering. God, I thought, certainly 
had made it plainly my duty to live and labor in Texas, 
and, with prayer for divine aid, my mind dwelt upon the de- 
liverances of old, and was greatly strengthened. God sent 
an angel to provide food for Elijah under the juniper-tree, 
when he had despaired and was willing to die, and sent fire 
to consume the offering in the presence of the prophets of 
Baal. We also put into the heart of Rahab the hariot to 
conceal the spies while examining the city of Jericho and its 
fortifications, and finally caused its walls to tumble down at 


the sound of the rams’ horns, leading Isracl safely into the 


. promised land of Canaan. Amidst these meditations I 


could but say, ‘* My heartis fixed.” God gave me an inward 
token that I should be concealed from the Indian’s watch- 
ful eye, and that he would recognize my offerings in years 
to come. The wilderness would yet blossom as the rose. 
In safety about daylight I reached my home and loved 
ones, and found all well. 

The supplies procured in Houston, on my former trip, 
were about exhausted in May, and it was necessary for 
me to return with my wagon to the city. There was 
neither gold nor silver in circulation then. Texas did not 
have a supply of * red-backs,” as was afterwards the case. 
Our currency consisted of paper from the banks of the 
older States. On my arrival in Ilouston I found business 
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stagnant, in consequence of the failures on the part of the 
banks referred to. My money on hand was all declared 
worthless, or nearly so, and three-fourths of the people in 
the State were in my condition. The first of June I was 
in the city of New Orleans, and walked the streets of the 
Crescent City for fourteen consecutive days, trying to make 
negotiations. It was then, with many of us, a bread and 
meat question. I was introduced to some gentlemen in 
debt to the banks, and succeeded in exchanging my bills 
for goods, at about sixty cents on the dollar. I had not 
come to Texas to sell goods; but, to save the little means 
left, I found myself unavoidably drifting into merchandise. 
As rapidly as possible I made my way to Houston with the 
goods that had been secured. 

On my arrival letters were received from home, giving 
information that the Indians and Mexicans, about the 
middie of June, had overpowered the fort at the Falls, 
and had killed Coryell, one of the rangers. My. family had 
been run from home, and were at Nashville, forty-five miles 
down the river. My wagons were from home, and nearly 
everything, in the way of provisions and household furni- 
ture, had fallen into the enemy’s hands. Truly it seemed 
that all my misfortunes were coming upon me at once. 
God be praised, however, my wife and children lived. My 
gooils were stored in Ilouston, except two wagon-loads that 
were carried to Washington as soon as possible. My fam- 
ily was brought to Washington, and we were svon in busi- 
less, trying to recuperate after so much loss. The best 
crop T ever made was all lost, our houschold furniture and 
furming tools all captured, and about a thousand dollars 
lost in the failure of the banks. The goods were all sold 
out as rapidly as they could be brought from Houston. 
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During this time a prayer-meeting was organized at 
Washington, and we found present the following Baptists 
to take part: Hl. R. Cartmell, a deacon from the Baptist 
church at Nashville, Tennessee; A. Buffington and wife, 
and N. T. Byars; also Richard Ellis and brother Jenkins. 
These, with my own family at Washington, brother Jesse 
Webb, living near the present locality of Calvert, sister 
Childress, at Nashville, and sister Hall, near where Chap- 


_ pell Hill now stands, were all the Baptists I then knew. 


There was an organization of some ten or twelve members 
east of the Trinity, near Nacogdoches, under the pastoral 
care of Danicl Parker, of ‘*two-seed” notoriety. There 
was also an organization calling themselves ‘+ Primitive 
Baptists,” on the Colorado River, twelve miles below Bas- 
trop, and under the pastoral care of Abner Smith. Elder 
Isaac Crouch was.a member of this body. This brother. 
sound in the faith, and of more than ordinary ability as a 
preacher, afterwards moved to Nashville, and in the spring 
of 1856, if I remember correctly, was killed by the In- 
dians, about a mile and a half from the present locality of 
the Little River Baptist church, in Milam County. I was 
weil acquainted with brother Crouch, when he was the 
Moderator of the Big Iatchie Association, in Tennessee. 
and was with him five years before at the association, when 
held with Mount Pleasant church, twelve miles south 
of Boliver, Hardiman County. This association, at that 
time, was largely anti-missionary. In 1825, Elder Joseph 
Bays preached at the house of Moses Shipman, west of the 
brazos River. He afterwards moved into Eastern Texas, 
and luborcd in the vicinity of San Aucustine, where hie 
met with violent opposition on the part of the authorities, 


and was fur some time greatly hindered tn his work. In 
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1829, Elder Thomas Hanks preached in the house of Moses 
Shipman, before mentioned, under whose ministry the wife 
of James Allcorn, a deacon, made a profession of religion. 
This was the first conversion we have any knowledge of. 
Brother Hanks was from Tennessce, where the writer knew 
him well, having labored much with him in my early min- 
istry. During the same year, the Baptists organized the 
first Sunday school in Texas, with brother T. J. Pilgrim, 
now living at Gonzales, as superintendent. Baptists have 
often been charged with indifference about the spiritual 
welfare of: children and youth, becanse they refuse to have 
their children sprinkled. Their interest in the Sunday- 
school cause in Texas, and elsewhere, is a sufficient defence 
against this charge. There was, sometime previous to the 
declaration of Texas independence, a pious sister, living 
near Gonzales, named Echols, who was a devoted Baptist, 
and loved her Bible dearly. The Mexican government was 
under Catholic rule, and, of course, the Bible was pro- 
hibited from the people; severe penalties were annexed. 
This sister, on one eccasion, seeing the Mexican justice 
approaching, was tempted to conceal her Dible, that was 
then open by her side. Committing her way to God, she 
reconsidered the matter, and determined to risk the conse- 
quences. Witnessing her devotion to the book of God, 
his heart, failed him, and he allowed her to keep it and 
enjoy it. There was, also, sister Mercer, the wife of Eli 
Mercer, living cast of the Colorado, fifteen miles above 
Wharton. Dr. Marsh, a Baptist minister, advanced in age, 
alluded to as closing the services after my first sermon in 
Houston, settled on the San Jacinto, and afterwards re- 
turned to Mississippi and died. ‘This, according to my 
recollection, embraces all the Baptists in Texas up to 1837, 
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In May, 1837, on my second trip to Houston, a ‘* Com- 
mittee of Vigilance” was organized, consisting of the fol- 
lowing ministers; Dr. Marsh, Baptist, Dr. Smith, Protes- 
tant Methodist, Rev. W. W. Hall, Presbyterian, Rev. L. L. 
Allen, Episcopal Methodist, Rev. H. Mathews, Episcopal 
Methodist, and Z. N. Morrell, Baptist. The object of this 
committee was to prevent impostors from securing the con- 
fidence of the people, in the exercise of ministerial functions. 
A notice of this organization, with an address to all min- 
isters coming to Texas, was published in the ‘* Telegraph.” 
After this no minister was recognized by any of us, until he 
exhibited unmistakable credentials of authority from his 
denomination. The effect was very beneficial to the cause 
of religion in the republic. 

The circumstances that gave rise to this organization 
were as follows: An impostor, a short time before, came to 
the town of Washington, in my absence, and preached un- 
der Baptist colors. He represented himself as sadly in 
need of pecuniary assistance. Some person kindly circu- 
lated a subscription, which procured the amount of funds 
called for. He was soon seen at the grocery, and then en 
the race-track, as one of the standard-bearers of that 
immense number of sportsmen that gathered about the 
town of Washington. I would be glad to know that every 
Baptist pastor in Texas at the present time considered 
himself as a member of a Vigilance Committee. An impos- 
tor, if he succeed, is a great curse in any community, and 
should be persistently ruled out. Impositions have been 
practised in Texas since 1837, and may, in the future, with- 
out great care. No pastor should allow a man in his pulpit 
until he gives clear evidence of his right. Tle who takes 
offence because his papers are demanded, is, to say the 
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least, a suspicious character. Ministers are required to be 
“of good report among them that are without,” and where 
there is the smallest ground for suspicion, whether on account 
of being a stranger or otherwise, an opportunity will be given 
by such investigation for a good man to set himself in order 
before the people. Good men, as preachers, have often 
been seriously injured because this course was not rigidly 
pursued. 

The finances of the government were now in a very 
deplorable condition. General Houston, desirous of incur- 
ring as little other indebtedness as possible, was anxious to 
discharge a large part of the Texan army. Having nothing 
to pay them in that event, he resolved to follow the pre- 
cedent laid at the close of the revolution of 1776, and fur- 
loughed a large number; it was supposed about two-thirds. 
Those who had families in Texas quicily repaired to their 
homes, and entered upon the common avocations of liie. 
There was another class of these soldiers, with whom we 
sympathized greatly, and yet they proved a terror to good 
society. ‘They were principally young men of the very first 
families of the United States, mostly from Tennessee, on 
account of the popularity of Sam. Houston, once the 
honored Governor of the old State, then President of the 
** Lone Star Republic.” They were young men deeply im- 
bued with that spirit of patriotism that fired the hearts of 
the fathers of 1776. ‘They had now served in the Texas 
army for several months ; there was not a dollar with which 
to pay them for service rendered; their clothing was worn 
to tatters; they had not been accustomed to labor, and 
Were now a great way from home, and all their available 
means consisted of land certificates and bounty claims on 
the infant republic. Large bands of them were among us, 
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fit subjects for every species of dissipation. The great 
dreamer, John Bunyan, very truly said that ‘‘ an idle brain 
was the devil’s workshop.” The sequel will show whether 
this be true or not. | 

Our weekly prayer-meeting was regularly held in the 
town of Washington, in a small house, the best we could 
secure. These young men referred to, regularly attended ; 
behavior was good; were very polite, and sang elegantly all 
the parts of music. They had been trained to this in other 
States, under pious influences. <A stranger present would 
have supposed that a whole church, well-organized and 
drilled in some of the old States, had moved in a body and 
settled at Washington. Cartmell, Buffington, Byers, Ellis, 
and Morrell, one after another, led in prayer, and the sing- 
ing between prayers was of the very first order, in point of 
time and melody. The writer would give out an appoint- 
ment for preaching every Sunday, when at home, and after 
singing ** Old Hundred” the congregation would retire. 
After the benediction the young men would hasten away. 
By the time we would pass on our way home, the grocery 
and billiard-saloon would be lighted up, and a large crowd 
— God have mercy on them ! — would be assembled for the 
might. Here was an important move of the prince of dark- 
ness, — his image and sign hanging over the door. There 
was King John Barleycorn within, double-refined, with all 
his machinery propelled by the engine of hell, fed with the 
fire of damnation, drawn directly from the ‘ bottomiess 
pit” of eternal perdition. It did not require the foresight 
of a prophet to understand the results of this procedure. 
on the part of the enemy, if continued long. Our prayers 
went up to God, “O Lord, hear the prayers of thy ser- 
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vants, and the prayers of mothers, in distant lands, for 
these wayward sons!” 

We determined, let come what might, to organize a 
church. The day was appointed, and eight Baptists as- 
sembled to keep house for God. Brother H. R. Cartmell 
was recognized as deacon, and Z. N. Morrell chosen as 
pastor. Thus sprung into existence the first church, ac- 
cording to my information, that was ever organized in 
Texas on strictly gospel principles, having the ordinances 
and officers of ancient order, and with no anti-missionary 
element in its body. Shall we be permitted by the enemy 
to remain together, and enjoy church privileges? We had 
long desired such an estate. Shall the present organiza- 
tion stand, as the nucleus around which others will grow 
up? This we fondly hoped. Or shall the feeble light in 
the wilderness be blown out, and require resuscitation? 
Such questions, in those troublous times, revolved in our 
minds. We must wait and see. 

A committee consisting of J. R. Jenkins, A. Buffington, 
and IH. &. Cartmell, was appointed to correspond with the 
mission boards, north and east, and request that Texas be 
taken into consideration as a missionary field. An ap- 
pointment was soon tendered to me from the American 
Board. Good reasons, at the time, were between me and 
the acceptance of this proposition. The correspondence 
was continued, and the result was, that Elder Wm. Tryon 
was sent to Washington County, and Elder James Huckins 
to Galveston. These brethren did not come for several 
years after this correspondence was commenced. Of them 
we will speak again at the proper time and place. 

Measures were at once taken, by the infunt church, to 
build a house of worship. The money was subscribed, the 
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material was secured, the building and the work went 
rapidly forward towards its completion. 

In the fall of 1837, some families were passing through 
the town of Washington, on their way to Gonzales, who 
had left during the retreat the previous year. Among 
them was a very intelligent couple, who requested, at my 
hands, the performance of the marriage ceremony. This 
was the first time I solemnized the holy rite in Texas. 

I was much interested, as they related the existence of 
their long engagement, and their unwillingness to be mar- 
ried by a Catholic priest, according to Mexican law. They 
had patiently waited till the congress of Texas passed 
laws, and marriage license could be issued by authority of 
the republic. 

Previous to the independence of Texas, marriage was 
illegal, performed by any save a priest. Catholic priests 
were very offensive to Texans, and for the performance of 
the ceremony they exacted twenty-five dollars. Many 
refused to submit, and, in some such eases, the partics 
simply signed a bond in the presence of witnesses, and 
became husband and wife. 





The congress very soon passed a law allowing these 
parties to take out « license in due form, and be married by 
a proper officer. When the license and bond were re- 
turned, with the certificate of the officer performing the 
ceremony, the marriage was legal. 

I was called on frequently afterwards to officiate in such 
cases, and, in a few instances, a group of litle children 
were witnesses for their parents. In one instance, imme- 
diately after preaching, I performed a ceremony in the 
presence of the congregation, the parties each holding 3 
ehild in ‘their arms, 
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CHAPT E.ReaVil: 


FIRST FRUITS IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS. — 1838. 


OD has determined that his saints shall come up to 
him ‘‘out of great tribulation, having washed 


Ta we 


their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” In keeping with his general providence it 
seemed to him nceessary that the early Christians of Texas 
should be sorely tried. Such was the experience of the 
brethren composing the little church. 

The furloughed soldiers, without any employment, were 
daily becoming more dispirited and desperate. It required 
all the ingenuity of General Houston to retain them in the 
country, and prevent discouragements on every hand. A 
fine opportunity now offered itself for the display of that 
generalship that has rendered his name immortal. Threats 
were about this time made by Santa Anna, that the Texan 
rebels should be driven out, and that the flag of Mexico 
should be planted on the Sabine. IIe threatened, also, re- 
taliation upon the authorities that had encouraged the im- 
migration of the young men above referred to. These 
threats reached President Houston just at the time to 
answer his purposes best. We deliberated a day or two, 
and dipping his pen into an inkstand richly tinctured with 
sarcasm, that he always kept on band, lie wrote Santa 
Anna a letter through the public press. The substance of 
the letter was, that Santa Anna, his former prisoner, would 
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accommodate him very much if he would concentrate the 
flower of the Mexican army in large numbers, mounted on 
Mexico’s best horses ; if he would drain the Mexican treasury 
in procuring a good outfit; and if he would draw largely 
upon the priests for money to mect the expenses of the 
campaign; promising him that if he would cross the Rio 
Grande with his army, the Texans would wipe it out 
of existence, and thus secure an outfit with which he 
would march the Texan army through Mexico, and plant the 
colors of the ‘** Lone Star Republic” on the isthmus of 
Darien. 

General Houston cared more for the effect this letter 
would have on the furloughed soldiers than upon the man 
to whom it was addressed. Upon these men he must depend 
to meet and repulse the Mexican raiding parties that he ex- 
pected would harass the country in connection with the 
Indians. This communication was a fine feast for our 
Washington gentlemen, and they stood ready for the emer- 
gency, at their own expense. While their admiration for 
Texas and Sam. Houston was being fired, their morals 
were being daily corrupted. The plainest evidences of the 
fact now became manifest to all. 

Our mectings on Sunday were very regularly kept up, and 
the prayer-meetings continued. 

About midway between my residence and the little house 
of worship, and about sixty yards from each place, in the 
principal grocery in town, an opposition prayer-mecting 
was organized. At first they did not interfere with our 
meeting. Ail the crowd would attend ours, and imime- 
diately after it was closed they would gather in the grocery, 
and the leader of the band would open in due form. Our 
services were imitated to the best of their ability. Our 
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names, who led at public prayer, were called. at the grocery 
with a loud, clear voice, and parties there responded with 
prayers and exhortations. Under this trial the tempter 
sorely distressed me ; sometimes with’a spirit like that of 
Peter when he smote off the servant’s ear; sometimes with 
misgivings; and sometimes with the pains of deep mortifi- 
cation and grief. Under all this, kept up regularly during 
successive weeks, I resorted much to prayer around my 
family altar, and in secret. There was no law then that we 
could use to break down this great evil, that was so fear- 
fully contagious in its character. The bread and wine, 
emblems of a Saviour’s love, were frequently administered 
by these mockers of God and religion, betore the public 
gaze. The only consolation I could derive was that of 
which Paul spake in his letter to the Philippians. Christ 
was preached, whether sineerely or otherwise, and although 
they supposed “to add affliction to my bonds,” I prayed 
that they might at last, in the midst of their mockery, be 
able to look through the mirror of the gospel, become 
alarmed, and repent. 

Those are fearful days for any people when an army is 
disbanded among them, whether that army has been suc- 
cessful or unsuccessful. Many citizens of this great na- 
tion can testify to the truth of this assertion, in more 
instances than one, from personal experience and observa- 
tion. In the fall and winter of 1837, quite a change for 
the better came over the country. <A large number of im- 
migrants came into the republic; good crops had been 
made; our financial condition was somewhat improved, 
and the laws passed by the congress were being put into 
execution to some extent. The year 1858 opened with 


flattering prospects, compared with the past. The little 
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town of Washington was incorporated, and some imperfect 
police regulations were established, requiring a small taxa- 
tion of the citizens. All this, however, had but little effect 
at first to restrain idle soldiers that still hung around us. 
Gambling and drunkenness were carried to a fearful extent, 
in spite of all the restraints of our imperfect social organ- 
izations and civil regulations. 

Elder Robert Alexander, the first missionary from the 
Methodist Episcopal church south, had come to Washing- 
ton the previous year, and had preached on several occa- 
sions. Dr. Smith, a Protestant Methodist, had fallen in 
among us. Two Cumberland Presbyterian preachers ar- 
rived,— Roark and Andrew McGowan. The latter I 
had met in the spring of 1856, 0n his way from the San 
Jacinto battle-field. From his messmates I had learned 
that he went through the campaign, and preserved his 
Christian integvity. In my opinion, then, and ever since, 
this is quite a recommendation to any man. 

These preachers were now present, intending to hold a 
protracted meeting. This was the first meeting of days 
ever held in the town, and it was rather more than the 
fiends and meckers could willingly submit to. The house 
in which they proposed to hold the meeting was a vacated 
billiard-room on Main Street, with a long gallery in front. 
On the second night of the meeting there was a general 
aitendance of the citizens, loafers and gamblers of the 
place. We soon discovered that the disturbers of our 
peace on former occasions were present, with the intention 
of interfering with the worship of the congregation, with- 
out the fear of God or man before their eves. A man was 
stationed outside of the house, just behind where the 
preacher stood, with a hen in hisarms. While the preacher 
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was lining out his hymn he would hold the chicken by the 
neck. When the congregation would sing he would make 
it squall. A large copper-colored negro man was stationed 
on the gallery in front, with some twenty or more of these 
lewd fellows around him, partly intoxicated. When the 
congregation sang and the hen squalled, the negro, acting 
under orders, would put his head in at the window and 
shout at the top of his voice, ‘*Glory to God!” The 
response from outside was given, ‘* Amen and amen!” I 
was sitting near by the window from whence the disturb- 
ance came; my wife and daughter were near by me. I 
arose and stood by the window with the walking-cane in 
my hand that I had brought from Tennessee, made of 
hickory, with a buck-horn bead. My bosom heaved with 
holy indignation, and as the negro put his head into the win- 
dow the second time, as the congregation sang and the hen 
squalled, I struck him just above the left eye, making a 
scar that he carried to his grave. This band had always 
treated me with courtesy, yet it was clear to my mind that 
they intended to drive these preachers from the town, and 
I felt confident my time would come next. After the 
stroke with my cane, they were peremptorily ordered away, 
with the statement that there were more dangerous weapons 
than the stick behind. It had been customary with us, 
since the Indians killed two of our men during religious 
service ut Nashville the year before, to take our weapons 
with us to church, as well as to other places. Some usually 
stood cnard while others worshipped. There was no fur- 
ther disturbance of consequence until the services ‘were 
over, ‘Lhe sermon was preached by Mr. Roark; Mr. Alex- 
ander closed. 

Before the congregation was dismissed, I claimed the 
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right to make a short but plain speech. In this speech I 
stated that I had often tendered my thanks to the people 
or the town for their politeness and good behavior in the 
house of God, —regretted that the thanks tendered on 
other: occasions were not due on this. Before me are sons 
from the battie-field of San Jacinto, coming from the vari- 
ous parts of the United States. For what did you traverse 
the prairies of the west, under the command of the gallant 
Houston? And for what did you charge the enemy’s can- 
non and burn the bridges behind him, unless it was for 
civil and religious liberty? Santa Anna has been cap- 
tured, and priesteraft driven from the land; and yet, in 
less than two years, you have commenced to pull down 
what you bave built up by so much toil and sacrifice. We 
are determined, as ministers of the gospel, that we will not 
be run out of Texas, nor out of this town. For one I can 
say, let Texas rise or fall, live or die, her fate shall be 
mine; and I- believe God will yet overrule all this to his 
glory. I have looked for something in the Scriptures to 
justify my hasty conduct on this occasion. The Saviour, 
driving the thieves from the temple, is the nearest I can 
find. In this case the house of God was made the house 
of mockery. 

After the congregation was dismissed, fears were entcr- 
tained by my friends for my personal safety. The band of 
mockers hung round the door to the last. Col. Matthew 
Caldwell, who, at the head of his command, distinguishel 
himself on so many hard-fought battle-grounds agaiust 
both. Mexicans and Indians, was present with his family 
on this eccasion. Ile stopped at the door before passinz 
out, and addressed the miserable crew: * Gentlemen, I 


have a wife and daughters bere, as well as Mr. Morrell, 
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and this state of things shall be broken up. If there is any 
fighting to be done, you can put me down on the side of 
civilization and religious liberty.” No violence was at- 
tempted upon any of us; but quite a crowd of these men 
followed close upon the heels of the preachers, as they 
retired, and barked at them like dogs. 

A feeling of righteous indignation was felt in the bosom 
of every worthy citizen of the place, and the community 
was called together the next morning, at the instance of 
Col. Caldwell. At this meeting, and in the presence of 
these ministers, that had labored for us the previous even- 
ing, resolutions were offered and passed, condemning in 
severe terms the manifestations and interruptions of this 
wicked crew on former occasions, and strongly in favor of 
morality and social order. I have lived in Texas thirty-four 
years since then, and have witnessed no more such demon- 
strations. 

The meeting in the old billiard room continued for sev- 
eral days, without any molestation whatever. About the 
third or fourth day, one of the preachers inforined me that 
they would be compelled to close the meeting and go home, 
as they only had means enough to pay their bills at the 
hotel, and to bear their expenses home. This was all pro- 
vided for in Texas style; the horses were sent to grass, 
and after the bills at the hotel were paid the preachers were 
all provided for at private houses. Two considerations 
influenced us to urge the continuance of the mecting. One 
was the effect of the gospel upon the community at large; 
and the other was, that the former disturbers of our peace 
might understaud that preachers, under the law of God 
and the land, had a right to come and preach in the town 
of Washington, a3 long as it suited their inclination. At the 
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close of the meeting a contribution was made by the citi- 
zens, and an invitation extended to return as often as they 
could, . 

These gamblers have some redeeming traits of character, 
which I will now illustrate by a single incident, which 
occurred shortly after the events just recorded. These 
troublesome characters were all sportsmen, and general’y, 
wherever I met them then and since, would give liberally 
to any charitable object. 

A family came out to Texas in 1838, from one of the 
Northern States. ‘The husband and father died with the 
yellow fever on the way from Houston to Washington. ‘The 
widow, with four or five children, arrived in town, and noti- 
fied us that the money intended to pay the freight on their 
household goods was expended in providing for their sick, 
and in burying the deceased husband. Tere was a case 
demanding the sympathy and active aid of the servants of 
Christ. "There were only a few Christian people in the place 
at the time, and we needed more money than they were well 
able to give. Looking over the list, I found four Baptists. 
one Methodist, and one Presbyterian. Others had been 
there, but were not present that day. Two subscriptions 
were made out; one to be circulated among the moral and 
religions men of the community, and one for that numerous 
band that were on some occasions such a terror to us. Our 
issue made with them touching the public worship seemed 
to have created no alienation of fecling on their part. ‘They 
met us and passed us as politely and kindly as ever. The 
king of the band was Captain James Cook, who had proved 
himself aman of great daring at the battle of San Jacinto. 
Ina skirmish, previous to the main battle, Captain Cook's 
horse ran off with him, dashed through the Mexican lines, 
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and was checked up behind the enemy’s breastworks. He 
saw no chance to escape the dreaded Mexican prison but to 
charge back through the same lines. With all the dignity 
of a commanding general, he straightened himself in his 
stirrups, and ordered Celum, in hearing of both Mexicans 


{ 7? 


and Texans, to ‘“‘ charge A volley was fired, taking no 
effect upon the horse or his rider ; the line gave way, and the 
captain was soon with his command. The subscription was 


given to him, with the statement that his brethren were 


‘more numerous than ours, and that the widow was in great 


distress. Sixteen hundred dollars had been stolen from me 
the week before, and this I ventured to state to him was in 
the possession of some of his men. Giving this matter my 
personal attention, I only raised twenty dollars. Captain 
Cook raised eighty dollars in a very short time, and left it 
at the store, with his compliments to the poor widow and 
orphans, stating that if more was needed more could be had 
from the same source. Tle said further, addressing himsceif 
to me, ‘* That fellow that stole your sixteen hundred dol- 
lars came right over and lost it all among us. We were not 
aware of the fact at the time: but had it not been for that 
we would all have been out of money by this time. We of 
course can afford to be liberal under the cireumstaices.” 
The Indians still continued their savage work. A lady, by 
the name of Taylor, living near the present locality of 
Anderson, was waylaid and killed by the Indians, while on 
her way to the place where her husband had been killed by 
them, only a short time before. Tler fiiends protested 
against her expedition, but so anxious was she to look after 
the remains of her husband that she risked and lost her 
life in the eifort. She was killed near the spot now occu- 
pied by the Oakland Baptist house of worship, in Grimes 
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County. This created quite a panic. Much was said, but 
from some cause but little was accomplished in the pur- 
suit. The settlements were small and much scattered ; and 
it was the policy of the Indians, when pursued after depre- 
dations were committed, to divide out singly, and into such 
small companies as to make it quite difficult to follow their 
trails. 

The little band of Baptists at Washington still kept up 
the regular meetings. The pastor, the writer, was by this 
time exceedingly tired of his merchandise. He did not 
come to Texas for trade. The failures of the banks, 
before stated, had apparently made it necessary. Upon 
casting up my accounts [ found myself in possession of as 
much money, after all my losses by theft and otherwise, 
as I had originally, and now determined to give the busi- 
ness up. Selling goods don’t suit a preacher, for a great 
many reasons. Dealing with so many people, and charged 
oftentimes with dishonesty, whether guilty or not, it is very 
difficult to preserve the qualification requiring that he be ** of 
good report among them that are without.” Besides all 
this, the great tax upon the time and mind, to keep a 
business in good condition, interferes very materially with 
the preacher, who is required to give himself ** wholly ” to 
his work. Peter J. Willis, now one of the first merchants 
of Galveston, was at that time my clerk, and to him I sold 
my reraunant of goods, on a credit, at cost and ten per cent. 
Taking the business in hand, he paid me promptly for the 
goods, and by dint of good management and hard labor 
has reached his present position. Thus my days as a mcr- 
chant closed, never to return. 

No language can describe the great anxiety I felt to meet 
with a mission-loving Baptist preacher, holding, as I believed 
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our little band did, the ordinances of the gospel as they 
were delivered. None came, although I had been in Texas 
nearly two years. As evidence of the fact that ministers 
need ministerial influence and aid in their work, Christ sent 
the early preachers out ‘‘ two and two.” 

The summer season was passing away; Doctor Manly. a 
Methodist minister, was daily visiting my house, nursing 
and giving a physician’s attention to my family, several of 
them sick, and my youngest daughter very low with the 
common fever of the country. A pressing invitation was 
received from Rey. Robert Alexander, to go down the 
Brazos River about twenty-five miles, and meet him ata 
camp-meeting. We differed widely on the questions of 
baptism, church order, and communion ; but as my business 
was all given up, and no Baptist ministers in the country to 
confer with, I considered this a good opportunity for me to 
go and preach Jesus. Dr. Manly agreed to take charge of 
my family. 

Everything was arranged at the place in the old-fashioned 
camp-meeting style. Some of the campers were thirty miles 
from home. Although I left home after twelve o’clock on 
Saturday, I reached the place in time and preached at 


~ night. As it was necessary for me to return to my family 


on Sunday evening, I was requested to preach Sunday 
at eleven o’cloci. My text for the occasion was from 
Rom. vi. 23; ‘* The wages of sin is death: but the gift of 
God. is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” I 
must confess that I felt somewhat cast down. During the 
morning I had reviewed the past. Fourteen fruitful years 
had been gone over in Tennessee, amidst the scenes of an 
active and successful ministry, and now nearly two years 
have passed in Texas, and if a single soul had been con- 
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verted under my ministry I did not knowit. I consoled 
myself somewhat with the thought, that amidst this dark- 
ness my motives were right, and that duty had been done 
with the lights then before me. My line of argument 
drawn from the text was, that while death was the wages 
of sin, God was a just pay-master, and would always pay 
wages where and when they were due. <A fervent appeal 
was made, showing that it was a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of such a God as our God, without the righteous- 
ness of his Son. A man by the name of Jackson was 
sitting right in front of me, who attracted my attention by 
his fine appearance and marked interest in the discourse. 
He had come some distance to the meeting, with his saddle- 
bags loaded with whiskey, and confidently expecting to have 
a merry time around the camp with his friends. Greatly 
alarmed at the judgments of God declared respecting the 
sinner at the great day of account, he sat trembling for a 
moment, and fell on his face in the aisle. The friends who 
gathered round him were admonished of the fact, that the 
mind for the time being had overpowered the body, and 
that God would take care of his soul. Very soon he pro- 
fessed a hope in Christ, and lived a consistent Christian to 
the close of his life, some years afterwards. At the con- 
clusion of the sermon old sister Hall, a Baptist from 
Missouri, who had not heard a sermon for six years, and 
several others, praised God aloud, as we are informed they 
did in ancient times. To God be all the glory. A great 
burden was lifted from my mind, and I determined more 
resolutely than ever to “spend and be spent” among the 
people of Texas. This was the first testimony, clear and 


decided, that God had given in the wilderness of the west, 
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of salvation wrought under my ministry. My sick family 
demanded my presence at home, and Sunday night found 
me watching with the loved ones there. God saw fit in his 
providence to spare life and restore health. 
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‘CHAPTER VIII. 


THE WEST, — 1838. 


AVING glanced at the progress of the cause of 
Christ in 1858, in the preceding chapter, with the 
conflicts and trials of his scattered sheep, we pur- 





to the state of the country. Warlike demonstrations, as we 
have before remarked, were pointed at us, both from the 
north by the Indians, and from the west by the Mexicans. 
Under all this pressure, a large tide of immigration was 
constantly flowing into the State. 

About the first of February, 1838, the Texas land office 
was opened; and be it remembered, that it was done over 
the veto of that general and statesman, Sam. Houston, then 
the president of the Republic, who by some means was 
wonderfully gifted with an ability to guess well, to say the 
least of it, as to future results. He had, with a wise fore- 
cast, seen the ** Lone Star Republic” rising like a star in 
the distance, at the time he left Tennessee, and now he de- 
clares in his protest, that if the land office was opened, and 
certificates were located before the country was sectionized, 
it must inevitably result in an untold number of law- 
suits, furnishing no good to any, save the swarm of petty 
lawyers and swindlers that were then in the country, and 
others who by the act would be encouraged to come. ‘The 


truth of this prediction has been realized in almost every 
92 
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court in Texas for the past quarter of a century. The pre- 
diction, however, was no barrier in the way of the coming 
population. Certificates were bought up and located rap- 
idly, every man supposing that he could locate and sell 
lands enough to realize a fortune before litigations would 
spring up. Some succeeded and many failed. Among 
those who failed were many of a class, who, on their 
arrival, supposed that Texans were a back-woods, illiterate 
people, and that they, the new comers, were members of 
the “King Know-All” family. Such men might be met 
with every day in fine spirits, and talking wisely about an- 
nexation and the future glory of the Texas star. It was 
the pride of the furloughed soldiers to swindle them out of 
all they had, and then laugh at them as * green from the 
States.” 

Land speculators swarmed like locusts. Large amounts 
of moncy were invested in certificates, and reports of the 
great value of lands in the valleys of the west* led these 
men in large bodies to travel towards sunset. These spec- 
ulators with guns and camp equipage were considered by 
the Indians men of war, and every man’s path was full of 
danger. 

Be it remembered that it was now the first of March, 1838, 
previous to both the protracted meetings referred to, and 
just after I had closed my merchandise. My lungs were 
quite feeble ; the salt atmosphere of our south-western coast 
was considered as beneficial to one in my condition. Out- 
side of the little town of Washington, I seldom had oppor- 
tunities to preach; and with a slight attack of Texas land 
fever, so common in the country, I, too, invested some 
money in certificates and started west. 

We have heretofore given an imperfect sketch, morally 
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and physically, of the country east of the Brazos, and 
along its rich valley from its mouth as high up as Marlin, 
in Falls County. By consent, the territory west of this 
river is denominated Western Texas, and this occupies by 
far the larger part of the State. Look on your map, and 
see what a vast territory stretches away to the south-west 
from the town of Washington on the Brazos. In 1838, 
there were only a few very small settlements scattered 
along the Colorado Valley, fifty miles west of the Brazos. 
For about eighty miles west of the Colorado, the settle- 
ments were smaller and more scattered, as far as Goliad, 
and beyond this, in a south-westerly direction, there was 
not a community of civilization east of the Rio Grande. 
Even Mexicans feared to go through these vast plains, 
given up, as they were, to various roving tribes of Indians. 
A few of us in Texas at the time referred to believed that 
these wild solitudes of nature would be eventually re- 
claimed, and, acting ‘under this belief, made the necessary 
preparations to explore the south-west. 

As far as the town of Columbus, on the Colorado, Iwended 
my way, a distance of seventy-five miles, entirely alone. 
About the tenth of March, three gentlemen, according to 
promise, met me at Columbus, armed and equipped in an- 
cient Texan style. Thus fur there was only occasionally a 
house; the greater part of the country was prairie of the 
first quality, with a sufficiency of timber for ordinary pur- 
poses. The grass by this time was very fine, and as we 
travelled over the high and gently undulating prairies that 
lay between us and the Guadalupe River, we praised God 
that there was even a distant prospect that this beautifu 
land would one day be dotted with farms, school-houses, and 


edifices dedicated toGod. ‘The largest herds of deer we had 











- 


Oo 





. | Fy a i 
ee au leat aie ion est mont 


volley 
















teow yeaah malt Jonna 
' Aaa 
| : a e 
bat 
r 40 Rood 
, 2s a 
wore weld ch eae i198 ten’ vm Im " 


. \ es “> 


1 woxenth ot ee gotonicde "9 lo avet odtomon — - 

pein Hoe. Hive yioy wel aw ste a0 ove) in 

id oll Wd. Jeon ent QA yzoliaY oharoloD' a tt piols Je 

ofl! ,ohawleo? off I teow esliar yigis iuodn er) 

S..% an ,.boie@hiieve otom ban + al femte O19" enon oa 

cul) nadeotih gliieswdinos a ai ma hao cod ban a 

‘OD off sds to dato woitesiliviy to yiiewmmes @ jon 
wiv geod deoond on of ia sooulnele oe 

i) naivey enoliny of iow youd? en ce novig a 


lad of hones. omit od) tc eexsT of ey Wo wen ee 
a. es ' i] at 
; TH We : : rit) - Pett Me 91507108 hi WwW on , i rae 1 


=P 
t uit ohew Toi eid) rehau’ patos yhae bow b a 
ay 
? 


a. 
mt WiRvee rit : - Liki | al oO} gnc Lay" Te as pe) i a - 
ga i -~ , 
i ohainol? of) a6 eudemleD lo ovo! oben —_ 
elias. aulagiaorss. I iat a ogee ‘tit " 

Yo dive? ot tod A 4 
im on dour. pep ae i : q 
Innolansee viao anwotod? wit endT:\.olgte adxol on oa ry, 


— 
J 
4 
Ls 
‘e 
. 
— 
wal 
‘ 
; 
Ne 


ah 
J 
pa 
_ 
= 
e 
Be 
- 
a 
oe 
wh, 
. 
— 
aa 
= 
on 
ee 
4 
y 
—) 








Ui ; tel ? 
‘ " t i fi j ‘tt; - x ilenp ta + ” 
+; ', 
: ny ae POR o- a ae 
ik shal i eh oii i} Lo enin ott 
se S : 


orien Sodthiph hme weiter” kerns; twidl cud) wr 
. Tawar . hy a 
on ea ane yO old Lae eo one 
; pee hie je 
| wild daha Paariip: ie) & ove ie i dn 


“haba it d-lowshe Chih “Wi hy pisiale ¢ snl 78 bie 





nw 200d. jo. eles if'des august wk bod a bese ; 
ier) [ i) 
, ‘0 Me i he 
j Ar aie by } 





THE WEST. 95 


ever seen appeared in every direction; as many as one 
hundred were in plain view at a time. We camped near 
the town of Victoria. 

Twenty-five miles brought us to Goliad. Here stood the 
breastworks of 1836. We did not look on these ruins with 
the feelings that are experienced by the traveller in 1872. 
The capture and murder of Fannin and his noble band had 
occurred just two years before, and the relation that Texas 
bore to Mexico in 1838 was very different from what it is 
now. It was hard for the Christian spirit to maintain its 
sway in our bosoms. In the face of the evidences of this 
great outrage upon humanity we were strongly inclined to 
cry for vengeance. We then thought and still think that it 
was an evidence of great folly that Fannin should have 
attempted defence on such ground, behind such _ breast- 
works, and with such a small band, against such overwhelm- 
ing numbers on the side of the Mexicans. Here, after a 
hard struggle, three hundred and fifty-seven brave Texans, 
two years before, surrendered, with a written agreement 
that they were to be treated as prisoners of war, according 
to the usages of civilized nations. On Sunday morning, 
March 27, 1856, they were led out and shot, — only twenty- 
seven making their escape, — leaving three hundred and 
thirty who were butchered in cold blood. 

We found at Goliad two or three Mexican families, and 
about as many Irish. Jsecured the use of the old Catholic 
house of worship that stood close by the breastworks, and 
preached to less than a dozen persons. This was the last 
settlement in the direction we were travelling, and the only 
opportunity had to preach on the whole trip. This was 
the first gospel sermon they had ever heard, and in all 
probability it was the last. 
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We were informed that these were the last white fuces we 
would likely see before reaching San Patricio, and that 
there was no road across the country. The distance to San 
Patricio was sixty miles. The map .of Texas was spread 
out, the compass was laid on it, and the direction ascertained. 
The compass, it was agreed, should be our path. The land 
along our way was very rich; timber and water exceed- 
ingly scarce. 

On the second day after leaving Goliad, we saw, for the 
first time, a herd of antelopes. There was no time for con- 
ference as to what we should do. I had no iatention what- 
ever of running my horse after such game as this; but when 
my comrades started in the chase, and I saw the elegance 
with which the antelope moves, the excitement was conta- 
gious, and dropping my baggage on the prairie, I passed my 
associates full four hundred yards in a mile and a half, and 
succeeded in cutting off a youug one from the main herd. 
Seeing it was eut off, it fell down and cried like a lamb. 
Very soon [held the benutifal little animal in my hands, 
and would freely at that moment have paid one hundred 
dollars for the privilege of handing it over to my little 
daughter at home. We examined it well, and after our curi- 
osity was gratified, as we could do nothing with it, it ws 
released, with a crop and under-bit in the right and a swal- 
low-fork in the left. Our interest ia the antelope stock, we 
suppose, is still in the range. 

Jt was sixty miles from Goliad to San Patricio ; yet, desir: 
ous of seeing as much of the country as possible, we bad 
travelled towards the junction of the Rio Frio and Nueces 
Rivers. ‘These tlow together, both lovely streams, and tos 
to the gulf under the name of Nueces. The junction i> 
about fifty miles from Goliad, and San Patricio is on this 
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river about fifty miles below. At this junction we camped, 
and had the greatest quantity of wild meat at our com- 
mand. Our route was along the valley of this beautiful 
stream. Occasionally we saw signs of the Red Man, which 
kept us on the alert. Indians seldom give warning, strik- 
ing when and where you. least expect it. 

We observed, while in this valley, a striking contrast 
between Indians and rattlesnakes. A large pile of trash 
was observed, full eighteen inches high, curiously placed 
together. We at once commenced an investigation, and 
before many sticks were stirred, two grand, bold, spotted 
rattlesnakes made their appearance. Without the least 
attempt to take us by surprise, the war-drums on the ends 
of their tails struck a few sharp notes, the weapons of war 
were freely exposed, and with heads erect above a splendid 
coil, they hissed a challenge for a fight. The challenge was 
accepted, but not until we had secured poles that we sup- 
posed would measure about double the length of either 
snake. After a short engagement, none of our men being 
killed or wounded, the snakes lay dead at our feet, meas- 
uring each full six feet long and three or four inches in 
diameter. We meton this river quite a number of this 
spotted, warlike tribe. Christ advised his early preachers 
to take lessons from serpents: ‘* Be wise as serpents ;” and 
we think, if the nations of earth would act upon some of 
the usages of ratlesnakes, we would be better off. They 
never fight except in self-defence, and then give fair warn- 
ing. 

We pushed on our way to San Patricio as rapidly as pos- 
sible, in order to meet a body of surveyors that we knew 
were on their way to this point from Victoria. Arrived at 
the place in good time, and after hearty salutations were 
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given and returned between us and the surveyors, and 
before we entered upon our work, we examined, with some 
interest, the relics of the litile town once occupied by an 
Irish colony. No one had lived there since the campaign 
of 1836, when the Mexicans invaded the country, and 
drove all the colonists east. 

Corpus Christi was the place where we agreed to pitch 
our camp; a name simply given to a locality on our south- 
western coast at the mouth of the Nueces River. We saw 
no indication of any former settlement at this place, but 
were informed, by an intelligent Irishman accompanying 
the surveyors, that this was the point at which the colony 
at San Patricio procured their supplies. We arrived at 
this point about sunset, and in consequence of the great 
amount of Indian signs, guards were promptly detailed and 


-but little sleeping done. 


The next morning the beginning corner was established, 
right on the bay, and the work went forward. The land 
on which the city now stands was taken up by our party. 
Wonderful indeed are the changes of these thirty-four 
years. While the work was going on every man’s gun 
hung by a strap at his side. The surveyors numbered 
eight. My company numbered four. Our number was 
twelve,—in the midst of a country occupied by the most 
hostile Indians, some of them known to be cannibals,— 
and the nearest assistance, in the event of an attack upon 
us, Was full ninety miles away. In view of this, every 
night, my company of four after dark went back into some 
secluded place, from two to three miles, so that the Indians 
could not find us, even if we were seen through the day. 
The surveyors were reckless men, and refused to follow tho 
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example, but camped every night where the work ceased. 
Which was the wiser policy will soon appear. 

Uncle Matthew Burnett, one of my company, and I, 
determined that no Indian in the west had a horse that 
could run as fast and as long as ours. As our services 
were not specially needed with the surveyors, we agreed 
upon a stroll some eight or ten miles west, in order to ex- 
amine further the Indian and wild-horse range. We trav- 
elled leisurely along the direction of a small creck, some 
six or seven miles, over a rough hog-wallow prairie, and 
were suddenly startled by a clear, shrill yell, right behind 
us. Riding hastily to the top of a little eminence close by, 
and turning our eyes back, we saw, between us and the 
camp, twelve Indians mounted on horseback, and clad in 
the habiliments of war. Observing that we were upon the 
lookout, they halted in full view, with their Mexican spears 
glistening in the sunlight. The nearest point of timber 
was four miles. The point of timber, the position of the 
Indians down the creek from us, over a mile off, and our 
position, formed a triangle. We knew enough of Indians 
to know that our safety depended on reaching the timber. 
They stood perfectly still, waiting to see what course we 
would take. Knowing that we were cut off from our com- 
pany, and feeling confident that they could reach the tim- 
ber first, they considered us a sure prize; and, indeed, it 
looked very much like it. Two against twelve, certainly, 
was a great odds on an open field. They yelled, and we 
yelled; but neither party moved for some time. They 
were one mile and a half nearer the timber than we were. 
Uncle Matthew and I had sufficient time to hold a council 
of war. Our plan was ail laid. Every time they screamed 
the war-whoop we replied. My lungs were now apparently 
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sound, and seeing what was before me, I straightened up 
in my stirrups and tried to feel that I was about twenty- 
one years old. We both had money belted round us, but 
in our war-council we decided that the race was not for 
money, but for dear life, and that, as they were cannibals, 
if we were caught our flesh would be eaten. We felt con- 
fident that we could beat all their horses to the timber, 
except four, that appeared at a distance to be in good con- 
dition. Should these get before us, we agreed to fight our 
way through them to the timber. As we moved off in the 
direction indicated, they started for the same point. As I 
rode the faster horse, I remained in Uncle Matthew’s rear. 
We held our horses up for fully half the distance, deter- 
mined to put them to their full speed towards the close of 
the race. Every Indian was whipping his pony with all his 
might; and every time they yelled we answered. When I 
was a boy it was a great relief to whistle when alone in 
the darkness, to keep my courage up, and this yelling an- 
swered about the same purpose. Before the race was more 
than half through, the Indians were scattered. The four 
good horses had distanced the others from two to four hun- 
dred yards, and as we rode up the hill out of the hog-wallow 
land, and on the half-way ground, the race was certainly 
a doubtful one. We were rapidly approaching each other 
in the form of an inverted V. Here each party yelled for 
the last time. I ran right up by the side of my friend, 
and with the end of my lariat whipped his poor, wearied 
animal with all my might. The race was very close, but 
we passed out a little in advanee of the foremost Indian, 
and cn reaching the timber leaped to the ground and pre- 
pared to shoot the leaders. No sooner did we present our 
gans than the shields were thrown up. They threw them- 
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selves over on the opposite side of their horses with noth- 
ing but an arm and a leg exposed, and wheeled back out 
of the range of our guns. We might have shot one or two 
of the leaders, but remembering that they all would be 
upon us before we could reload, we reserved our fire. By 
this time all the Indians were up, but, as they were afraid 
of our guns, they did not come up near enough to reach us 
with their arrows. Every time they made advances, we 
presented our guns and they fell back. Knowing that the 
Indians could speak the Spanish language, I addressed 
them in that language with hard names, calling them dogs 
and cowards. I dared them to advance on us, knowing 
that an Indian trembles in the presence of a resolute spirit. 
Being exceedingly anxious to get rid of them, I mounted 
my horse and gulloped a few paces into the timber, and 
beckoned and called, part in English and part in Spanish, 
as though I was ordering a company of men out of the 
woods to come out and charge upon the Indians. By these 
demonstrations they were made to believe that assistance 
was close at hand, and they ran away in haste. We were, 
of course, greatly relieved. 

The Indians went south, and as soon as. they were ata 
proper distance, we mace our way in a north-easterly direc- 
tion to our camp. (My mind was not at case. | In the midst 
of my danger, I had made a wilful misrepresentation to the 
Indians, making them believe there were men at hand, when 
there were none within six miles of the place. ‘ Lie not one 
to another” is a plain command, and I was without question 
guilty of deliberate falsehood. My comrades then and 
afterwards made themselves merry at the recital of this 
scene; but the falsehood mixed with it las-alwayvs cast a 
gloom over my mind. Our lives, however, were preserved, 
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and I hope, in answer to prayer, God has forgiven me for 
any sin I committed while passing through this fearful 
trial. Nothing could have induced me to undertake that 
race again. 

We now felt the necessity of great vigilance in guarding 
our surveyors while at work, and our camps at night. Pro- 
visions were getting scarce, except wild meat; life was in 
jeopardy every hour; and I would gladly, since my narrow 
escape, have given up all my interest in the wild western 
lands, to have been at home. But as my lot was cast in 
Texas, and as Texans in that day had little respect for 
preachers who gave any signs of cowardice; and as I de- 
sired to return home in “ good report among them that are 
without,” that my ministry might not be hindered, I con- 
tented myself the best I could, and hurried on the surveyors 
as rapidly as possible. 

Man is a strange compound, and often knows but little 
about himself. Several days passed away; Matthew Bur- 
nett and I had but little employment. We grew weary of 
camp confinement; and as we saw signs of Indians about, 
and still nobody hurt, we became a little reckless again, 
and agreed on another expedition, as it would be yet several 
days before we could start for home. Parties of Lipan and 
Tonkawa Indians, friendly tribes, frequently visited our 
camp and told us of the country farther west, of the salt 
lake, and other points of interest, that we were anxious to 
see. They told us of the Camanches and Cacrankaways, 
who were enemies to each other and enemies to everybody 
else. The country we wished to sce was occupied by these 
last-named tribes, who fought wherever they met. In con- 
sequence of so much war, the Cacrankaways were reduced 
to about: Lopty* warriors. 


~ > ot 
iced re oo aaa SS 


se Pee in SA rd pend LL ta ered re ek wll baa ia al ie Saath RIE 






, 3 
en 
#\3 
[ 
>; 
' 
q aa 
J 
' 
=! r 
. 
~ 
’ 
-— r 
} 
i 
| 
: ] 
i 
ee 
' 
; § oe 





OCT ae oa va yotaeod a dl yucl) ode rom etal) 


1 we eye Lf 
etary on: iY : 9 Le 


bil a shy ‘fryer s eilasea atidw Pe 
sderveigee ot at, Krerconefvert pial ‘ae 






















oa 
: a | 
Aa an altniea a deal ‘ ye, Pe ont , 
ye if a4 ? ft {if3 miv iow «© J 
i » Tad 2 ns, 1s 
ba Oe w pel ts PUL 10, {1c : 
p t ‘ » f oer Vie a | 
s cet ’ ! ive ' 
wotiing yar end wihehe hilvow I bee j; mol yew er 
ged — Does 1 rm ~ | : im £ re 4 
as p4Fa ” LOLI one Aik 4s VEZ oti t ti : k& g j asvig oiad of pate 
Si Jeno enw dol spe an dod sarod ae goed spec ony bret 
dll “Skies A ee) oe : oT 
TOL soodest SG DH VAD Jail of anRgxo n bee REO. 
a : 


i = 1a s aoilnewoo Wo - 7 ih ovaEQ pe etodoagTq 


Wh Jos mat Qos PIGED F DOR °° nie mod Tu uia1 03 B eo 18 . 
7 


(09 T .finrehaih od toa ddgier ytelahan em daadd “aod 7 
no7sTina wt ae hebrubel Lee bives1 tue orld Usaqus bode a 
diesoq en chiqons 
Nit tod avawd’ waite Dire , nnd syoew.e « aid 
‘wi wadjtnle ; yew heeeeq ecb lew Osemid yok 
yingv Of toomzolyare oltsil Jud, dual DT ban dion 
teothe aaeihdl Fo Brot wie OW pn Darn toa isedtsoo: qm a: 
eanliver olds a emnosd on Jun ybodor Hida bas oe 

wieroe oy R) hivew ti aa soitiheqze idjoaa.ao hoowge bas 
mm oegqit lo estat .oared 1) tate biwoo ow orlod #5 hy) oe 
; Ledialy ptroupoat etary vhasin eunibal, aned aol t thas 


T1909 onlt 0, en fins has g 


ie 









[ose en Boa at fradebw oon ange: 


mel 


i 


wouulor gee @ (eyrekedionD onl) eh, tows, 








‘ ~ 





THE WEST. 103 


Matthew Burnett and I, after necessary preparation, were 
soon off for a trip of several days. Our course, by the com- 
pass, was a little south of west. We saw more wild mus- 
tang horses and wild game of every description than we 
had time to number. After travelling about forty miles, 
we found plenty of fresh water and good grass for our 
weary, thirsty horses, and struck our camp. No Indians 
had been seen, and the night was passed without interrup- 
tion. The next morning, as our meat was out, we deter- 
mined to kill a beef the first opportunity, as there were 
plenty of wild cattle in the range. We soon saw the re- 
mains of four beeves killed by the Indians. About noon we 
saw some cattle feeding at a distance, and, taking advan- 
tage of a small bunch of timber, cautiously made our way to 
them. When close enough to shoot a fine beef, we saw a 
horse coming from the opposite direction straight towards 
the same beef, and after watching a moment, we saw an In- 
dian behind the horse and driving him along. Discovering 
us, the Indian instantly fell to the ground, and strung his 
bow. This frightened the beef away, and soon the Indian 

yas on his horse in plain view, about cighty yards distant. 
My friend Burnett raised his gun to shoot, but I insisted 
that his life be spared. We were in no danger, could not 
plead self-defence, and in the commission of a deliberate 
murder I feared the judgments of God. The Indian rode 
off, and as we rode along parallel with his course we com- 
menced conversation in broken Spanish. I told him we 
were Americans, and his friends, pulled my eap off and put 
it upon the mazzle of my gun, showed him the spring dag- 
ger by the side of the barrel, but did) not approach any 
nearer to him. Friend Burnett still insisted on shooting 
him; but I protested, and continued -a friendly conver- 
sation. He was a young Cacrankaway, and pointed 
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us to the smoke of their camp, plainly in view, but some 
distance away. He urged us to go with him to the camp 
and get acquainted with his chief. We had, however, seen 
enough, — aware of the fact that they knew the locality of 
our camp, and as we were so far away they would naturally 
suppose our company was scattered. With these facts 
before them, we were of the opinion that they would hasten 
to camp, hoping to surprise and capture it. No time was 
lost. We were between forty and fifty miles from our 
camp and, knowing the character of our enemy, it was 
necessary for us to reach the surveyors by the coming morn- 
ing early, or in all probability it would be too late. We 
rode hard during the entire evening, and as much of the 
night as the horses could bear. We kept off of our former 
track, lest we might come in contact with the Indians, and 
travelled ten or fifteen miles farther, we supposed, than when 
we came out. About daylight, on the third morning after 
we started on the expedition, we reached the camp of our 
boys, then, as usual, about four miles from the surveyors. 
Preparations were made as soon as possible, and when we 
reached the main camp, we found Buchanan and his men 
surrounded by the Indians, their horses, guns and every- 
thing in the enemy’s hands. The Indians had out-travelled 
us, knowing the country and taking a nearer route. The 
chief was on Buchanan’s horse, and his forty warriors stood 
defiantly round the camp. Not aman asyet was hurt. 
Four of us stood off about eighty yards, with gun in 
hand, and proposed a conference. I felt confident they 
were the same Indians whose smoke we were pointed to the 
day before, full forty-five miles towards the west. Accoid- 
ingly I assumed command, and ordered Buchanan, then a 
prisoner, not to answer a question until it was first submit- 


aaa aOR 


eR SS 


Pe RS 


* Plas PI BS SO ieee 


VRE oo. 


o> 
‘ 

é: 

| 
* 
$ 

3 
> 
ri 


eo et 


SATS etapa bi 





Pte 


eo a er eee ee 


— 


eae eae 


hs PRE stn ae 


x 


ae 


i Mitek i a 


Sr Be ed 


‘4 
i 


p ee 

” Bre WA Vt 
h se & : 
re oe 













: y i ; . i es 1 ‘ 

F u He » (aoe ka rah 
piroa Sid willie aah oi nha quia: tis St ne mn 

b Ly Hayy ie iy 


i! AL 



























cean ont od gb avr’ og.01 eu b 
pat eet 
. ,.0VeVrOr Pel " W Y ig hy eid dij f 
tare 
10 tHlacel ly 4 mie pals deal? sont ft 
ievatea binew yom ewen ail o 
pati dy cei: atedte ww Mratane ‘08 


astesd blow yo fad? meinico sdi lo oww sh vse 
ventelh Gf . 

wren oot ovt JP orstqen be sinqiie od grigod ent 

‘io moat apling Wi kee gto déiveted orw OW 


. ; 


i aan tf pate. We@ Go. seieninds od nuiwond baa “qe 
/ truer Rataros ed) yd enoyorive od} donotot eo so) (ine 
i a otal oot ab Bilger Jt + t {fe ni to, whine gat 
fe ei to coum en bee Riera ius of } pamab Byss nd § her: 
ee watct we te flowqalsW 120d blvos eodiod edi'es 
| ° bee  pemathal edtativedontnos ni omoos gin ow seob paper: 
jiw and!.| DROULEIG if ao totkjial | peters to 09) bolloy 
ic vol bull) ody oo tdyilyeb dwodA pe eee 
j » he Sixt yi? Doe. ow .acoirbsaxzse ould wo botinte 
WTF A, Sl rit #9 ict juoda en Ue an rods ed a! 
oe fon bar oldieaoay eg » en Shem 07 anoiin rinqons ee 
w ete by S cts bonot ow ,qiace nipet ap bodocor 
me yeh eu0 aoasod tod ,eanibal eat yd erav geo 
wilovant-tuo bad eaxthnl adh. wehanbely rae ond ay 
i - heer ynen Aoonbiiad Bm pee oult evinoa 
bags STOTT” av and ban. d e'nseranals odd ieee: nA 
. hed aw doen ae ade%, .qmaciedil der 
h Gi one Giiw alae Vitis. tuode Ro boote — in 
: ‘ Le Yul) Jnaptiteed iat I sot yo rdoD a bso aa Arend 
{ | ot helio ere ay edi Mir qeow eeibal ee “y 
| | "Gus A jo; ot aioe? aalin ovle-viach ts 
me © ovld paged, me suhag fara repertory OC a 
7) Atindae teat 28 wi ‘ies agiseonp one 
iy 


i | ae Paves M's ne 
’ } ¢ ye ( : ys 5 1 | e ) " i i ‘ 9) = tj 
‘ Sei) CR Sao ea MTivew wot ty Aor ae 





THE WEST. 105 


ted by the interpreter to me. Under the order he assured 
the chief that we were his friends. He inquired of Bu- 
chanan, if any of his company had been out hunting the day 
before; the number and color of their horses, and character 
of their clothing. These questions were satisfactorily an- 
swered, and the chief said, ‘If these are the men, you are 
friends, or they would have killed my boy.” We called for 
the boy to make the examination. He started to us with 
his bow, but we made him throw it down; and as soon as 
he recognized us he ran up smiling and shook hands with 
us, apparently as glad as if he had met relatives. We then 
ventured up closer, keeping our guns in readiness. Peace 
was soon made. Horses, guns, blankets, and everything 
was given up, and a treaty was made. I thank God yet 
that my motto ever was, even among Indians, not to kill 
except in self-defence. 

We agreed to give the chief a letter to president Sam. 
Houston, then in the city of Houston, asking him to recog- 
nize our treaty. He left that day with three of his war- 
riors, and one of our men to accompany him. 

We remained a few days longer, got our lands surveyed 
and field notes written, and when we reached Victoria, met 
the chief on his return. Sam. Touston had signed the 
treaty, and, complying with the Indian custom, had made a 
number of presents. The chief left us near Corpus Christi, 
almost naked. Now he stood before us, full six feet and 
four inches high, weighing two hundred pounds, wearing a 
two-story silk hat, a fine broadcloth suit, and a fine pair of 
military boots, with a sword hanging at his side. We at 
once recogaized our company, and ran to shake hands, but 
on approaching me took me in his arms. This was the 
first and only Indian that ever hugged me. I have no in- 
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formation that this treaty was ever violated. A profound 
impression was made by this incident, that every spirit 
begets its like. Kindness and mercy shown to an Indian 
boy resulted in saving the lives of our surveyors, and 
effecting a treaty whereby doubtless many other lives were 
preserved. God’s word was verified. Coals of fire had 
been heaped on an enemy’s head, and the animosity of a 
savage was consumed. The course that many of the early 
settlers of this country pursued, killing every lone Indian 
that was cut off from his company, was a great outrage, 
and certainly condemned by the word of God. 

My principal object in this chapter has been to give the 
reader of this simple narrative the true state of the coun- 
try in 1858, from the Brazos River west. The dangers that 
lay in our path were in the path of every man who ven- 
tured abroad. After an absence of two months I was 
again at home in the town of Washington, in the bosom of 
a happy family, who had heard nothing from me during my 
stay. At the time of this writing news can be sent by 
mail, and flashed over the wires; but then there was no 
communication. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT. — 1839. 


URING the summer of 1838, we had some en- 
couragement of a religious character. In the fall 
gloom hung heavily all over the land. The gov- 





ernment was unsettled. Sam. Houston’s term of 
office, as president of the Republic, expired on the’ second 
Monday in December, 1838, and according to the constitu- 
tion he was ineligible to office for another term. He who 
had so long been as it were the very soul of Texas was about 
to retire, and there was a general feeling of anxiety as to 
the result of another administration. While there was 
no large army gathered anywhere, Indians, Mexicans, 
and Amcricans were on the war-path in almost every diree- 
tion, in small companies. The house of worship com- 
menced by the little handful of Baptists at Washington 
was a failure; most of the members were moving away, 
and the church was dissolved. . 

With a sad heart I determined upon another location, and 
early in the winter of 1838 moved to Lagrange, on the 
Colorado River. This was at that time a very small place. 
Above Lagrange, some six or eight miles, near where the 
Plum Grove Baptist meeting-house now stands, we pitched 
our cainp. 

The first Saturday evening after my arrival, brother Wm. 
Scallorn rode up to my camp and inquired if my name was 
Morrell—if I was a cripple—and if I was from the 
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western clistrict of Tennessee, all of which being answered in 
the affirmative, my consent was obtained to preach at his 
house the next morning. The appointment was circulated, 
and the few people then living in the neighborhood were as- 
sembled together. Before the sermon was closed the preacher 
plainly saw that there was quite an interest in the little 
congregation, and a regular monthly appointment was an- 
nounced. At each successive appointment the interest in- 
creased, until the power of God was manifest in a precious 
revival, — the first I had enjoyed for a long while. During 
these meetings held in the spring of 1859, Elders Wm. T. 
and J. V. Wright, twin brothers, who have since preached 
in Texas with such power, were both convicted of sin, aud 
subsequently converted and baptized. 

On a visit to the town of Lagrange, in February, 1839, I 
heard of the Honorable R. E. B. Baylor, formerly a con- 
gressman from Alabama. A letter was handed to me which 
showed that he had professed religion, joined the Baptist 
church, and had been exercising his gift with great promise ; 
so much so that the church had licensed him to preach. In 
this letter it was further stated that he had gone to Texas, 
and that the brethren were greatly exercised about his 
welfare as a preacher; that in consequence of his distin- 
guished political attainments, and the inducements offered 
in a new country to seek promotion, fears were expresseil 
lest he might not be active in his ministry, as there were 1o 
religious organizations to throw the mantle of protection 
about him. As he was then in town, I sought his acquiaut- 
ance at once, and invited him to fill my appointment the 
following day. He declined todo this, but agreed to attend 
and aid ime in the service. As preaching was at that time 


a novelty in Lagrange, the people all came out. <After tue 
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sermon Brother Baylor closed the service with a very happy 
exhortation. Ie announced in the very outset that * there 
is a reality in religion and the Scriptures are true.” This 
great thought was brought to bear with such power that it 
was easily seen that he was himself once an infidel. He 
contended, not only from the Scriptures, but from experience, 
that religion was a reality and ought not to be deferred. 
Here arose a bright star from the East, thirty-three years 
ago, that afterwards appeared with brilliancy in the Texas 
Baptist galaxy; and though it is now dim with age and in- 
firmity, it still shines in our general convocations, and often 
reminds us of valuable service rendered in organizing the 
Baptist element of the ‘‘ Empire State.” [went horae from 
this meeting greatly strengthened, blessing God by the way 
for this valuable aid in time of great need. 

Indian depredations were carried on at such a fearful rate 
in 1839, stealing horses, killing and scalping the citizens, 
and somctimes carrying off boys and girls of twelve years 
old and under, that the citizens met together, and by res- 
olutions declared themselves minute men, ready at a 
moment’s notice, day or night, at their own charges, to go 
out in the common defence. 

The reader doubtless remembers the little girl of poor 
Harvey, captured and sold into Mexico, and afterwards re- 
covered. John McClellan, a lad of eight or ten years, after 
witnessing the killing and scalping of some of his relatives, 
was taken by the Indians and kept a number of years hich 
up on Red River. In 1846, under a treaty with the Indians, 
he was obtained and conveyed to his father on the Brazos. 

The lad had grown to be aman, had entirely forgotten his 
mother-tongue, but told by signs how the killing and scalp- 
ing were done at the time of his capture. He was a perfect 
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wild man of the woods. It was with great difficulty he 
could be kept from running off towards the Indian territory. 
Finally he agreed to stay one moon, and under a combina- 
tion of young ladies, who visited and encouraged him, his 
affections were gained, and he became civilized. He atfter- 
wards married, and only a year or two ago I had informa- 
tion that he was living near Waco. 

The Indians would come down on these expeditions 
about full moon, get up their booty if possible in the early 
part of the night, and travel by moonlight till day. Dur- 
ing the day, while they rested, spics were kept in bunches 
of timber on the high prairies. The finances of the govern- 
ment were so weak, and the few soldiers so scattered, tha 
they could seldom be gotten together in time to overtake 
the Indians. Thus our minute men were compelled at their 
own expense to keep guns, ammunition and war horses, or 
allow these red men in most instances to go unpunished. 

Our meetings at Plum Grove were continued. The in- 
strumentalities were feeble, but God * out of weakness 
brought forth strength,” and there were a few professions of 
religion. We visited the little organization at old brother 
Joseph Burleson’s, twelve miles above Plum Grove. <As 
Elder Abner Smith, their pastor, was paralyzed and helpless 
at the time, by request of the church I baptized sister 
Dancer into the fellowship of the church, who had professed 
conversion at the Plum Grove meeting. This was done 
about the first of March, 1839, in the Colorado River, some 
eighteen or twenty miles above Lagrange, and was my first 
baptism in the State. This was the first baptism that 1 
have any account of west of the Trinity. 

An announcement was made that several persons would 
be baptized into the newly constituted church at Plum 
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Grove, at the next meeting, two weeks off. The time arrived, 
and we found persons present from the neighborhood of 
Columbus, forty miles down the Colorado River, and others 
had come from the settlements above as high as forty miles. 
Men living eighty miles apart took each other kindly by 
the hand at a little monthly Baptist meeting, their hearts 
bound together, not simply by the bonds that united 
frontier men so closely, but united by that spiritual union 
that God ordained should exist in Christ, before the sous of 
God shouted at creation’s morn. After the sermon, and 
the ordinary preliminaries of a Baptist conference on Sat- 
urday, nine candidates came forward and gave the reasons 
of their hope. I was again greatly encouraged by the 
presence of brother R. E. B. Baylor, from Lagrange. Sun- 
day morning, at ten o’clock, we met at the water, and after 
a short discourse on the subjects and action of baptism, 
nine converts testified their belief in the burial and resur- 
rection of Jesus, by allowing themselves to be buried in and 
raised out of the water of the Colorado River. On retiring 
to a small house, with an arbor of brush built infront of it 
for the occasion, brother Baylor, in his usual happy man- 
ner, preached a most excellent sermon. Regular monthly 
meetings were held during the spring, with sixteen additions 
in all to the little church. This embraced about all the 
material then in the neighborhood, except the twin brothers, 
Wm. and J. V. Wright, who carried their convictions along, 
and were subsequently baptized. 

This season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord 
greatly revived the drooping spirit of the way-worn travy- 
eller, and as we surrounded the table, with brother Baylor 
and these dear brethren, and ate the bread and drank the 
wine, my poor soul blessed God in faith that the wilderness 
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of the Colorado would blossom as the rose, and that the 
solitary places along this fertile valley would one day be 
made glad. The Pium Grove Baptist church still lives; is 
the mother of the churches of the Colorado valley; and in 
her age is still blessed with a large membership and practi- 
cal godliness, 
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CHAPTER X. 
WHAT SHALL WE DO? —- 1839. 


HILE the little band of Baptists was being 
‘increased and strengthened, the clouds of war, 
east, north and west, hung heavily over the 
land. Gen. Edward Burleson was the leading Indian 
fighter of the west, with Jack Hays, Ben and Henry 
McCollough, Caldwell, and others of like spirit, all in 
readiness at any hour to engage in the most daring expe- 
ditions. The spring and summer of 1839 furnished ample 





opportunities. 
For about fourteen years the Cherokee Indians had held 


undisputed possession of astern Texas, north of Nacog- 
doches. Being an agricultural people, they bad previously 
given no trouble. Cordova and other Mexican emissaries 
succeeded in breaking up the amicable relations between the 
Texans and Cherokees, and now Gen. Rusk in the east, in 
command of some five hundred men, was fighting and driv- 
ing the enemy north. Bowles, the Cherokee chief, was 
killed in one of these engagements, and the Indians were 
driven off, of course greatly exasperated, and determined 
to avail themselves of every opportunity in future to avenge 
the blood of their chief and fallen warriors. 

The tide of iminigration continued to pour into the coun- 
try. The small crops, made under disadvantages the previ- 
ous year, could not meet the demands of the increasing 
population ; provisions were scarce and high, and there was 
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but little money in the country. We were hard pressed for 
subsistence, and the last peck of corn in my house was 
divided with the widow and orphan at Lagrange. I was 
then a citizen of that place. 

News had for several days been circulated that a wagon- 
load of flour was due from Houston. <As we sat eating 
about the last bread on hand, and a little anxious as to 
where the next would come from, my little son came run- 
ning in from town, and stated that the wagon had come, 
and that the people were around it like a flock of black- 
birds. The scanty meal was left unfinished, and in company 
with the lad I was soon at the wagon. The wagoner was 
rolling the barrels out, and whoever got his hand on the 
barrel first claimed it. The writer, full six feet two inches 
high, with arms in proportion, could reach about as far as 
any other man present, and soon claimed flour by virtue of 
possession. The flour was rolled home, and soon the wag- 
oner came for his money. No questions were asked about 
price when I took possession. The price was now asked, and 
stated to be filty dollars. I was never so glad to get flour 
before ; but was forcibly reminded that a few such purchases 
would give my pocket-book the swinny,—a disease right 
hard to be cured in those days by an honest man. Some of 
my property must be sold in order to meet my expenses, 
and with the hope of realizing more for it in San Antonio 
than at home, I made preparations for the trip. 

From Lagrange to Gonzales fifty miles, there was but 
one house. From Gonzales to San Antonio there was 1o 
house. I knew the main Indian country, and determined to 
travel through this at night. Two Mississippians proposed 
to accompany me, and received my permission, provided 
they were willing to travel by my direction, and on my 
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time. My son James, fourteen years of age, was to accom- 
pany me, making four in the company. We were to travel 
by the compass, and most of the way through the country 
without any road, taking observations by day and observ- 
ing stars at night. With very definite understandings the 
journey was commenced. 

We started in the evening, in time to make twelve miles 
by dark. My companions greatly admired the country 
passed over, and doubtless thought at first that I was very 
distant and unsociable. It was my habit, in all early and 
middle life, when starting on preaching tours, or on any 
other business of importance, to give myself up to reflec.’ 
tion and prayer. On this occasion I felt more than usual 
the need of a special providence. 

About dark we reached a small creek, and while my little 
son stood guard on his horse some distance back, we went 
under the hill and kindled up fire suflicient to make coffee, 
to keep us aavake through the night. This was by no means 
the first time the lad had stood guard, and he understood his 
duty without any special directions. My companions in- 
quired rather anxiously if we were in danger already. I 
informed them that we were in a savage country, and that 
my father, one of the sons of 1776, who went through the 
Revolution when a boy, and who acted as courier for General 
Marion, had taught me that eternal vigilance was the price 
of safety. After drinking coffee, I exchanged positions 
with my son, and when he was through, a large fire was 
built up to attract the attention of the Comanches, if there 
should happen to be any about, when we were gone. One 
of the company beiore leaving descended the bank of the 
eretk to get water, and discovered the bones and skull of a 
human being, and a blanket close by. After a little exami- 
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nation, our decision was, that some traveller had passed 
this way, made a fire, and camped for the night. Indians 
had doubtless surprised, killed and scalped him, taking 
horse and all the effects. Some friends passing the same 
place had rolled up the body in a blanket, and buricd it in the 
best manner possible with the means at hand; and after- 
wards the wolves had disinterred the body and eaten the 
flesh, leaving the naked skeleton. We were all more than 
willing to leave that place, and travel all night, rather than 
camp in that vicinity. | 

We travelled till about one o’clock, and slept an hour, 
with one of our number on guard. The next morning we 
were at Gonzales for breakfast. Here was a community 
large enough to defend themselves against any ordinary 
force of Indians. After a day’s rest and some refreshing 
sleep, late in the evening we crossed the Guadalupe, and as 
there were several Indian crossings ahead, we preferred 
another night-ride, especially as we had information that 
sevcral men had recently been killed near. these crossings 
of the road. 

The next evening we were sixty-five miles from Gonzales 
and within ten miles of San Antonio, all safe, and out of 
the Indian range. 

Hlere we came upon a large herd of sheep in charge of 
two masterly shepherd dogs, one in front and the other in 
rear of the flock. The dog in the rear barked, and rushing 
towards us in a furious manner, called us to a halt. The 
other dog rose and ran about four hundred yards to the top 
of the opposite hill, the whole flock running rapidly after 
him. As soon as the sheep stopped, the dog permitted us 
to pass, and ran rapidly to his station. His fidelity was 
tested the second time, with the same demonstrations. We 
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camped near the place for the night, and watched these dogs 
at sunset bring the herd into the fold. This we were 
informed they did every day, without any assistance. After 
breakfast next morning, we went again to see the dogs 
carry the herd away, and inquired into the secret of this 
wonderful training. The puppies, we were informed, were 
taken from the mother before they recognized her, and had 
been raised by a favorite ewe. They were thus raised with 
the sheep, and naturally undertook the defence of the flock. 

A pleasant ride over a lonely country brought us to the 
city of San Antonio. It was at this time in a dilapidated 
condition, but evidences were given of considerable expense 
and labor in the past. Several valuable stone buildings 
were seen and a large number of Mexican shanties. 

The great object of interest at this time to us was the far- 
famed Alamo, an ancient Catholic mission house, and often 
used as a fortress. Within these wails my old Tennessee 
friend, David Crockett, had fallen, whose name is still 
familiar to every youth in the country, linked as it is to 
so many anecdotes. Here, three years before, on Sunday 
morning, March 6th, 1836, Travis, Bowie, and Crockett, 
with one hundred and eighty-five heroic defenders, had per- 
ished, after a desperate struggle with an overwhelming 
number of Mexicans under Santa Anna bearing a red flag. 
The incidents of that struggle, and the names of a large 
number of the slain, were then fresh in my memory, and 
produced emotions in my soul quite different from those 
now felt by the stranger who stands by the place, and hears 
the fearful incidents rehearsed. 

Many things in that old city attracted my attention and 
furnished material for thought in after years. Catholicism 
then reigned without a rival. Before me were evidences on 
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every hand of the blindest superstition. Since that time I 
have always supposed that the term priestcraft was a better 
appellation for this system than religion. If ignorance 
among the masses of a country will best subserve the in- 
terests of priests, then all the facilities for education are 
hindered. If intelligence ride into popular favor, in spite 
of priestcraft, then schools are christened in the name of 
religion, and a studious effort is put forth to gather all the 
children of the country within the folds of Catholic educa- 
tion. Strange that Baptists and Protestants patronize such 
institutions. Observations of a half century lead me to 
prophesy that before another half century has passed our 
children will regret the folly of their parents. 

Two days were spent in the city, the business for which 
we had gone was attended to, and we were homeward 
bound. ‘The Mississippians returned their thanks for valu- 
able lessons relative to travelling through a savage country, 
and pursued their way to parts beyond, leaving me and my 
little son to travel back entirely alone. <A different route 
was chosen on the return, and as we approached the Guada- 
lupe River, an occasional volume of smoke on the east and 
west of the river gave the clearest evidence that the Co- 
manches, in detached companies, were travelling in a south- 
easterly direction across the country. We had to pass 
right across their track, in their rear, and for fear of strag- 
glers discovering us, we kept a sharp watch. We passed 
their track undiscovered, but saw a pool of water, yet 
muddy, where they had watered their horses. Steering our 
course clear of the Comanches, late the same evening an 
incident occurred, that will be more interesting after a 
short notice of a distinguished Mexican chieftain. 

. Cordova, whose name we have mentioned before, had 
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been in the east stirring up the Cherokees and other 
friendly tribes to hostile feelings and demonstrations to- 
wards the Texans. Seeing the dangers that beset him and 
his comrades, since General Rusk and -his five hundred in- 
trepid Texan rangers were on the war-path, he determined 
to make his escape across the country into Mexico. Be- 
tween sixty and seventy Mexicans, Indians, and negroes ac- 
companied him. They crossed the Trinity River near Pine 
Bluff, and, leaving Springfield to the left, crossed the Brazos 


‘near where Waco now stands; crossed the Colorado at about 


the present locality of Austin, and, without any molestation 
that we know of on this route, were aiming to cross 
the Guadalupe a little below Seguin. Colonel Ed. Burle- 
son, ever on the alert in the west, got news of him, and, 
with about eighty men under his command, encountered 
Cordova about three miles below Seguin, on the east side 
of the Guadalupe. 

- My little son and I had crossed the river, and fortunately 
had fallen in company with two citizens of the Colorado 
valley. We stopped to make a little coffee, to keep us 
awake on the night-ride to Gonzales, feeling quite grateful 
for our escape from the Comanches during the day, hav- 
ing been some time from home, and not knowing that Cor- 
dova or Burleson were cither within a hundred miles of the 
place. While resting and enjoying the coffee, a single gun 
was fired about a half mile east of us. Supposing it was 
some citizen from Seguin hunting, we paid but little atten- 
tion. But in a moment two or three guns fired; then a 
half dozen; then by platoons the firing increased, and 
was coming steadily nearer to our camp. By the time we 
could get our baggage up, and ride two hundred yards to 


the top of a little hill, Colonel Burleson had driven Cor-.* 
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dova, in a running fight, right over our camp fire. We 
watched till the retreating party made their escape to the 
timber below; and, when the firing ceased, not knowing 
who the parties were, we made our way on towards Gonza- 
les, in the night, as rapidly as we could. At Gonzales we 
learned the particulars of the fight,and that Burleson had 
killed eighteen of Cordova’s men, without losing .a man in 
his command. Although they passed within a few hundred 
yards of us, it was getting dark, and we could not decile 
who they were. 

Having travelled till late in the night, worn out by the 
excitement and fatigue of the day past, we stopped to rest 
on an elevated, open, mesquit prairie, with only a few small 
trees near us. ‘The moon was shining beautifully. Each 
man, by turns, was to stand an hour. Guns were all ex- 
amined and carefully laid at our sides. Horses were staked, 
and before retiring I reminded the watch to call me, if he 
heard an, owl, a crow, or a wolf. By this time I had 
learned that Indians imitated all these, and sometimes in 
this way surprised the traveller, besides using these sounds 
as signals for companions toassemble. The first watch had 
not expired before I was called up and notified that an owl 
had been heard. Quietly waking all up, I raised my heal 
above the grass and watched, in the direction of our horses. 
I soon discovered three mounted Indians approaching my 
favorite horse, on which I had outrun the twelve Indians in 
the west, the year before. Crawling out near the horse, 
and determined to sacritice life before they should have him, 
I waited till the Indians were within about thirty fect of 
him, and suddenly rising to my feet, with my gun to my 
face and in plain view, L gave the Comanche yell. As Uicy 


wheeled to run away, the boys begged permission to shoot; 
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but, as stated before, unless in self-defence, I was opposed 
to the policy and principle. As this was not a good place 
to rest, we mounted our horses and rode on to Gonzales. 
In the midst of all these troubles on my arrival at home, 
the education of my children was pressing with great 
weight on.-my mind. Three years and a half were gone 
since my move tothe State, and no schools yet, worthy of 
the name. My hopes of educating them in Texas hac all 
vanished. The decision must be made, either to return 
them to the land of their birth, or allow them to grow up in 
ignorance, amid the wilds of the wilderness, and become 
‘* hewers of wood and drawers of water” for the intelligent 
population that in their generation would cover all these 
rich lands of the west. The three children remaining at 
home, two sons, aged respectively seventeen and fifteen, and 
a little daughter, nine, were each put on a horse, and we 
started for Houston, intending to take water. Reaching 
that point, we found the yellow fever raging toa fearful ex- 
tent. Of course it would not do to expose the children to 


a4 


this fearful disease, and overcoming the temptation to 
return, I renewed the supply of provisions, and under- 
took the long journey on horseback, knowing that in some 
places it was forty miles between houses. On reaching 
Hinds County, Mississippi, I found brother S, S. Latimore 
engaged in a protracted meeting. Ilere I stopped to rest 
myself and children a few days and enjoy the meeting. 
Instead of carrying them on to Tennessee, I left my two 
sons under brother S. S$. Latimore, the president of the 
school at Middleton, and my little daughter at Lexington. 

As my children were left behind, rather than make the 
long, tedious journey on horseback alone, I determined to 
fuce the vellow fever, and trust in God for my deliverance. 
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The epidemic was raging fearfully at New Orleans and 
Galveston on my return. My only child, except the three 
left behind, was a married daughter, who with ber husband 
had remained in Houston. On my arrival there, the fever 
was subsiding for want of material. Both son-in-law and 
daughter weresjust recovering from the fever. 

The only income I had was derived from three wagons 
that hauled freight from Houston to the interior. These 
were driven by hired teamsters. The wagons had been 
started with freight to Austin, and my son-in-law was to 
follow on and see the freight delivered. His sickness had 
prevented, and a letter was received, on my arrival in 
Houston, that the teamsters had drawn six hundred dollars, 
had sold a portion of the teams, and were trying to sell the 
remainder. JI rode home as soon as I could, and tarrying 
only one night, made my way on to Austin, and found 
that, according to the laws of the land then, I could not re- 
cover the six hundred dollars advanced to the teamsters. 
Returning by way of Bastrop, I recovered the remnants of 
my teams. The heavy losses and my expenses in the edu- 
cation of my children brought upon me a heavy burden at 
this crisis. It was indeed grievous to part with the church 
at Plum Grove, where such precious meetings had been en- 
joyed and the first fruits of my Texas ministry had been 
realized. But for good reasons our location must be changed, 
and a permanent home provided, if possible. 

Iloping to get out of the Indian range and make a per- 
manent settlement, I traded my land for lands on the 
Gaudalupe, thirty miles above Victoria. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
WAR. — 1839. 


ONG as memory holds her seat will the early set- 
tlers of Texas remember the events of 1839. 


Ai 


| | 


Cy IIarassed by war on every hand, the unsettled 
state of society made our circumstances almost be- 





yond endurance. Our currency was almost worthless, and 
the Republic without credit abroad. Gradually sinking in 
value, the money finally, in the year 1840, fell to the small 
sum of fourteen cents on the dollar. 

The Indians grew more hostile and troublesome. Our 
minute men had been called on so often to drive the 
Indians from the settlements, that they determined finally 
to follow them up to their hiding-place, if possible, and 
punish them there, hoping this would have good effect. 
Accordingly Colonel John II. Moore, of Fayette County, 
got up an expedition and travelied far up above Anstin, 
making his way up in the night with the aid of friendly 
Indians, and found the enemy camped in a bend of the 
river. The bend resembled a horseshoe, with a high bluff 
on the opposite side of the river. They were surrounded 
while asleep, and at daylight a destructive fire was opened 
upon tuem, demolishing the camp and killing large numbers. 
Many swam the river, and being shot while climbing the 
bluffion the opposite side, fell back into the water. A lew 
attempted to escape by going down the river and crossing 
at a ford below. ‘These were followed up and killed or cap- 
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tured. The citizens bore the expenses of the expcdi- 
tion. 

The Indians suffered much during these years, as weil as 
the Texans, and in February, 1840, a squad of Comanches 
went to the city of San Antonio and proposed to make a 
treaty of peace with Texas. They were promised that if 
they would return the captives they bad stolen from Texas, 
peace would be granted. This they promised to do on the 
next full moon. 

At the time appointed several chiuis and quite a number 
of the tribe made their way to San Antonio, leaving some 
of the captives behind. A difficulty occurred relative to the 
terms of the treaty. The chiefS were informed that they 
would be held as prisoners until the captives they had 
carried out of Texas were all brought back. Upon th:s 
the chiefs made an attack, and continued to fight nnt:l they 

rere killed. The punishment inflicted by Colonel Moore 
and his minute men, and the killing of these chiefs, aroused 
the Comanches to such fury, that preparations were made 
for vengeance upon a large scale on the white settlements 
towards the coast. Early in August, 1840, they swept 
down the country in very large numbers, and before the 
citizens of Victoria were aware of their approach surrounded 
thetown. ‘The citizens rallied together promptly and drove 
them away, carrying as they went large numbers of horses 
and cattle from the prairies. They went clear to the coast, 
and sucked and burned the little town of Linnyidle. 
Several persons were killed, and Mrs. Watts, a lady ‘rom 
Linnville, was carried off a prisoner, her husband havtoz 
been killed in her presence. 

My wagons had previously been loaded with lumber a: 
Bastrop, which was safely deposited at the place for which 
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I had traded on the Guadalupe, thirty miles above Victoria. 

On my return, between the Guadalupe and Lavacca Rivers, 

I saw clouds of smoke rise up and suddenly pass away, 

answered by corresponding signs in other directions. We 
passed with the wagons just in the rear and across the 
track of the Indians as they went down. From their trail I 
thought, and afterwards found I was correct, that there 
were four or five hundred. The trail was on the dividing 
ridge between Lavacca and Guadalupe Rivers. I trembled 
for the settlements below; for I knew this meant war on a 
larger scale than usual. About two miles after we passed 
this trail, we found a horse whipped and spurred till he 
could go no further. Just at this time, a herd of mustang 
horses, almost run to death, pussed about one hundred yards 
behind our wagons, pursued by a body of twenty-five or 
thirty Indians. Sceing our guns and pistols, the Indians 
turned of and kept out of the range of our fire-arms. 

Above Austin they had attacked a wagon and thirteen of 

our men; and although they captured the wagon and killed 
twelve of the men, it had cost the savages so many lives 
that they did not care to come in contact with wagons at so 
early a date the second time. This we presume was, under 
the providence of God, the reason of our escape. They 
could have overpowered us in a very short time. This was 
doubtless the rear guard of the advancing, barbarous: 
plunderers. 

About a halfmile from where we saw the mustangs, a party 
of stragglers had attacked two men. One of them, being 
shot, fell from his horse, and they, supposing him to be dead, 
left in pursuit of the other. Whey soon captured him and 
brought him back to where the first had fillen.  Im- 
mediately after they overtook him, they cut off the soles of 
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his feet, and made him walk barefooted on the rough grass 
back to where the attack was made, hoping, we suppose, 
after the cruel treatment was over, to get the sca'ps of both 
On their arrival at the spot, the man whom they supposed 
to be dead had crawled to a neighboring thicket, bad'y 
wounded. Tearing to attack him, knowing that he had a 
cun, and was securely sheltered from thew aiows, they took 
his companion’s own gun and shot him dead, terribiy man- 
gling his body, in plain view. The man in the thicket saw my 
wagons pass near by, a few minutes afterwards, as he sub- 
sequently told me. My oxen were in fine condition, and 
being anxious to communicate this intelligence to Colonel 
Ed. Burleson and the citizens of the Colo:ado valley as 
early as possible, I drove thirty miles in twe!ve hours. I 
crossed the Indian trail at twelve o’clock in the day, and 
reached home, at Lagrange, at midnight. In view of the 
long race before me, I tried to sleep some, while a horse 
was being secured. At four o’clock in the morning I was 
in my saddle, intending to reach Colonel Ed. Burleson’s at 
daylight, twelve miles off, on a borrowed horse, as 1 had no 
horse in condition for the trip. 

The reader must pardon me for a little digression. An 
incident in the history of the owner of the horse that I lad 
borrowed for this trip will illustrate the confidence felt that 
‘no Comanche in the range would overtake me in a faiz race. 
Tuis confidence in those days rendered great relief. Captain 
Dick Chisholm, the owner, lived a year or two before down 
the Guadalupe, between Victoria and Gonzales. Chishoim 
weished two hundred pounds, and ventured out on business 
one day, between the Guadalipe and Lavacea Rive.s, in 
company with a Texan, who rode a horse trained to rua 
from Indians or after them. The captain was riding a slow, 
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untrained horse. Soon twenty-seven Comanches were on 
theirtrack. When Chisholm saw that he must be overtaken, 
he bid the Texan flee to Gonzales for his life, and tell the 
news. His slow pony fell down on the hog-wallow land, 
and the cannibal band stood around him. ‘The Indians rep- 
resented different tribes, and were compelled to talk Spanish, 
which he understood. The chief propounded a number of 
questions, but he refused an answer. In the mean time, the 
savages discussed the division of the fat man, after he 
should be killed, pointing out and marking off the desirable 
parts. Te finally determined to threaten them and try to 
induce them to release him. The people at Gonzales, he 
informed them, since the two men were killed over this way 
a few days ago, have determined, if another man is killed, 
to follow the murderers as long as water runs and trees 
grow, or until they are exterminated. ‘Kill me now if you 
dare, and as soon as my man gets to Gonzales, a large body 
of men will come here, on horses as fast as his, and they 
will very soon run down tbe last horse you have; and they 
will kill the last one of ycu, and give your flesh to the buz- 
zards. Kill me and eat me as quick as you please.” The 
chief's eyes flashed with surprise; fear took hold of him; 
the horse and blanket and gun were given up; and after an 
assurance that they and he would ever afterwards remain 
friends, Captain Dick Chisholm made his way to Gonzales, 
determined never to ride a slow pony in Indian range again. 
The sorrel, ball-faced horse was purchased, — full seventeen 
hands high, seven years of age, and made well for a long 
race, —at two hundred and fifty dollars. My friend cheer- 
fully tendered me this horse for the hazardous expedition. 
The sun was just rising as I reached Colonel Burleson’s 
house. The story was rapidly rehearsed. Lis war-horse 
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was ordered at once. Just before inounting he pointed my 
attention to his saddle, wearing the marks of bullets, — one 
on the inside of the horn, one on the outside of the horn, 
and one on the back partofthetree. ‘* All these,” said he, 
were made when I was in the saddle.” His horse 
was killed under him at tne battle of San Jacinto. By the 
time we were mounted, a man was in sight, his horse ruan- 
ning rapidly, and a paper in his hand, fluttering in the 
breeze. The expressman presented the paper, which read 
about as. follows :— 


‘© GENERAL: The Indians have sacked and burned the town 
of Linnville; carried off several prisoners. We made a 
draw-fight with them at Casa Blanca, — could not stop them ; 
— we want to fight them before they get to the mountains. 
We have sent expressmen up the Guadalupe. 

** (Signed) Ben. McCtttoca.” 


We made our way up the Colorado valley as rapidly as 
we could to Bastrop, notifying everybody as we went. 
Ifere Colonel Burleson called a council, and it was agreed 
that the Indians should be intercepted on their retreat at 
Good’s on Plum Creek, twenty-seven miles below Austin. 
Colonel Burleson requested me to follow up the expressman 
to Austin, and urge the people to come forward promptly to 
the point designated. Here I rested at night, after a cir- 
cuitous ride to Austin of about seventy miles In the morn- 
ing, rising early, we rode to the point designated, and found 
Colonel Burleson and his men had been gone about thirty 
minutes. Riding very rapidly, we came up with the Texan 
forces some two or three miles, as well as J remember, south- 
east of the present locality of Lockhart, and at the fork of 
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Plum Creek. Colonel Burleson had been in communication 
with the troops of the Guadalupe, and now Felix Huston, 
Jack Hays, Ben and Henry McCulloch, and others, were on 
the ground. General Felix Huston was in command, and 
preparations were being made for the fight, when I and the 
company from Austin rode up. The fight immediately 
opened, with about two hundred Texans, against what we 
supposed to be five hundred Indians. 

The enemy was disposed to keep at a distance, and 
delay the fight, in order that the packed mules might be 
driven ahead with the spoils. During this delay several of 
their chiefs performed some daring feats. According to a 
previous understanding, our men waited for the Indians, in 
the retreat, to get beyond the timber, before the general 
charge was made. One of these daring chiefs attracted my 
attention specially. He was riding a very fine horse, held 
in by a fine American bridle, with a red ribbon eight or ten 
feet long tied to the tail of the borse. Ife was dressed in 
elegant style, from the goods stolen at Linnville, with a 
high-top silk hat, fine pair of boots and leather gloves, an 
elegant broadcloth coat, hind part before, with brass but- 


tons shining brightly right up and down his back. When he. 


first made his appearance he was carrying a large umbrella 
stretched. This Indian and others would charge towards 
us and shoot their arrows, then wheel and run away, doing 
no damage. This was done several times, in range of some 
of our guns. Soon the discovery was made that he wore a 
shield, and although our men took good aim the balls glanced. 
An old Texan, living on Lavaeca, asked me to hold bis horse, 
and getting as near the place where they wheeled as was 
safe, waited patiently till they came; and as the Indian 
checked his horse and the shield flew up, he fired and 
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brought him to the ground. Several had fallen before, but 
without checking their demonstrations. Now, although 
several of them lost their lives in carrying him away, yet 
they did not cease their efforts till he was carried to the 
rear. 

Their policy was now discovered, and Colonel Burleson, 
with his command on the right wing was ordered round the 
woods, and Colonel Caldwell, on the left, with his command, 
charged into the woods. Immediately they began howling 
like wolves, and there was a general stampede and vigorous 
pursuit. The weather was very dry, and the dust so thick 
that the parties cculd see each other but a short distance. 
Some fourteen or fifteen Indians were killed before the re- 
treat, and a great many more were killed afterwards. Our 
men followed them some fifteen or eighteen miles. 

Just as the retreat commenced, I heard the scream of a 
female voice, in a bunch of bushes close by. Approaching 
the spot, I discovered a lady endeavoring to pull an arrow 
out that was lodged firmly in her breast. This proved to be 
Mrs. Watts, whose husband was killed at Linnville. Dr. 
Brown, of Gonzales, was at once summoned to the spot. 
Near by we soon discovered a white woman and a negro 
woman, both dead. These were all shot with arrows, when 
the howl was raised and the retreat commenced. While tlie 
doctor was approaching, I succeeded in loosing her hands 
from the arrow. The dress and flesh on each side of the 
arrow were cut, and an effort was made to extract it. The 
poor sufferer seized the doctor’s hand, and screamed so 
Violently that he desisted. A second effort was made with 
success. My blanket was spread upon the ground, and as 
she rested on this, with my saddle for a pillow, she was 
soon Composed and rejoicing at her escape. Death would 
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have been preferable to crossing the mountains with the 
savages. She had ridden a pack-mule all the way from the 
coast, and when they stopped she was required to read the 
stolen books for their amusement. I received many letters 
from Mrs. Watts in after years, but never saw her again. 

When we went into the fight there were present about 
two hundred men; but by night we supposed there were 
near five hundred. They continued tocome in all the even- 
ing; many of them from a great distance. Men and boys 
of every variety of character composed that noisy crowd, 
that was busily engaged all night long talking of the trans- 
actions of the previous eventful days. Here were three 
Baptist preachers, —R. E. B. Baylor, T. W. Cox and the 
writer, ali in the fight, with doctors, lawyers, merchants and 
farmers. 

Glad indeed that the enemy was driven out, but weary 
and careworn, I made my way home, inquiring, How long 
shall these things be? ' 
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CHAPTER X11. 
THE FIRST ASSOCIATION. — 1840. 


ARK as were the days of 1840, God sent a little 
ray of light to shine upon the path of his servants, 
scattered in the wilderness. Although the Bap- 
tists were weak and few, they were slowly increas- 

ing, partly by experience and baptism, but mostly by immi- 
gration; and there were so many different opinions on 

doctrine, that a conference of the whole, to consider the 

common interests of our great Master, was a pressing 
necessity. This necessity had profoundly impressed the 
mind of the writer during the whole of 1839 and the early 

part of 1840. 

In June, 1840, a small company of brethren, with four 
preachers, R. i. B. Baylor, T.W. Cox, A. Smith and A. Dan- 
cer, met in the town of Independence, Washington County, 
to form a JBaptist association. Two of these preachers 
were missionary, and two anti-missionary. As the body 
could not harmonize, another appointment was made tor 
October, at the town of Travis, Austin County. 

Accordingly, on the eighth of October, 1840, messengers 
from three churches, — Independence, Washington Couniy } 
Lagrange, Fayette County; and Travis, Austin County, — 
met at Travis, to organize what is now known as tle 
* Union Laptist Association.” 





The church at Independence was organized in 1839, by 
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Elders T. W. Cox and Spraggins, with eleven members. The 
church at Travis had been organized by Elders R. E. B. 
Baylor and T. W. Cox, with seven members; the church 
at Lagrange, by Elders J. L. Davis and Cox, with nine 
members. 

In the month of September previous, I had moved my 
family to the Gaudalupe, expecting to return in time for the 
organization; but was taken sick, and neither I nor’ mes- 
sengers from the Plum Grove church were present. The 
membership of this church was larger, in consequence of 
the recent revival, than either of the three represented. 

At the first session of the association, there were present 
three ministers, Baylor, Cox, and Davis, with messengers 
representing forty-five Baptists. Under the all-secing eye 
of God these brethren deliberated, and laid the foundation 
of this mother of Texas associations. 

The second session of this body was held at Clear Creek, 
Fayette County, commencing the seventh of October, 1841, 
with messengers from nine churches, representing three 
hundred and eighty-four members. At this session a reso- 
lution was adopted, recommending the formation of an 
‘* Educational Society.” This was responded to by the 
organization on the spot of the ** Texas Baptist Education 
Society.” The moving leading spirit in the enterprise was 
Elder William M. Tryon, —a man of the first order of 
natural and acquired ability. A short time previous to this 
I met him, and spent a few days with him in his family and 
among his congregation. Here I was impressed with the 
fact that he was not an ordinary man. <A rare combina- 
tion of exccilent qualities fitted him for the pastorate, and 
evidences were munifest that as a missionary he must sue- 
ceed. Elder Tryon was born to be a leader, and when 
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Union Associauion gave birth to the ‘* Education Society,” 
he took the child by the hand, and from that day till his 
death he was emphaticaily the leader in the cause of edu- 
cation among the Baptists of Texas. 

IJe was born March 10, 1809, in the city of New York. 
A part of his early life was spent in Connecticut. For the 
benefit of his health he removed to Savannah, Georgia, in 
his nineteenth year. He was left without a father at nine 
years of age; but under the influence of a pious mother he 
became a Christian in early life. His education, that so 
eminentiy qualificd him for his after work, was reccived 
at Mercer University, and in 1857 he was ordained by 
Eider Jesse Mercer and others. Ie served as pastor at 
Fufala and Wetumpka, Alabama, until January, 1841; at 
which time he moved to Texas, under an appointment as 
missionary of the Tricnnial Convention. 

Ile first settled in Washington County, between the towns 
of Independence and Washington, and devoted all his 
powers to the cause of his Master in the surrounding coun- 
try. As indicated before, he was the man for any field. 
As pastor, few could excel him; as missionary, he wielded 
an influence that gathered all classes, from the poor to the 
rich, and from the most illiterate to the most refined and 
cultivated, about him; and when he espoused the cause of 
education he was master of the field, and moved the great 
Baptist heart to rally around the infant institution at Inde- 
pendence, and labor industriously to provide means for the 
education of the rising ministry of Texas, 

Brother Tryon was aman of medium size, with an erect, 
well-proportioned physical structure. His dark, penetra 
ing eye, avove which appeared a full, well-formed forehead, 
impressed every wan who looked upon him, as to his intel- 
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lectual powers. Warm-hearted and eminently social in all 
his bearings, with a clear understanding of human nature, 
he was guilty of but few impropricties, and was manifestly 
on all occasions a Christian gentleman. His piety was 
deep and earnest, and while he was by nature a leader 
among his fellows, his great desire was to lead them all to 
God. 

As an orator, my profound conviction is, that no preacher 
has ever lived in Texas who was his equal. He was well 
versed in the history and principles of the Baptists, and 
when his powers were brought to bear on this and kindred 
subjects, the charge, so often brought against us, of bigotry 
and ignorance, was hurled to the ground by this princely 
speaker. It was my fortune to hear him at many of our 
annual meetings, at his churches, and on missionary fields, 
and on all occasions he ever swayed the masses at will. 

During the term of the Congress of the Republic that 
was held -in the old town of Washington, in 1843 and 
1644, he served the body as chaplain, by consent of his 
churches, when the financial condition of the country was 
such that no remuneration was expected for his services. 

In the wintcr of 1846 he moved to Houston, and took 
the pastoral oversight of the little church in that city. 
This was the last but crowning work of his life. Ilere 
was a small body of Baptists, without a house of worship ; 
but, under the fervor of his ministry, the small congrega- 
tion swelled to a large number, and the little chureh soon 
contained almost one hundred communicants. The body, 
under his ministry, put forth an organized activity and 
erected the present house of worship. 

Ilis carcer of usefulness in Texas was short. The last 
time the denomination was permitted to sit with him in 
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council, was at the session of Union Association, held with 
the Houston church, in October, 1847. At that meeting he 
was elected and served as moderator. ‘There were a few 
cases of yellow fever in the city at the time. After the 
adjournment of the body, and the fever was declared 
epidemic, he preferred to remain among the people whom 
he loved, aad who loved him, notwithstanding the dangers 
that surrounded him. On the sixteenth day of November, 
1847, he died, after much suffering, from a violent attack of 
yellow fever. His remains were deposited close by the 
church edifice that he had labored so hard to erect. 

The deepest gloom hung over the entire denomination 
on the announcement of his death. Although dead almost 
a quarter of a century, he lives, and wields an influence 
over the pcople of Houston. Tis labors of love are still 
fresh in the memory of the brethren at Washington and 
Providence, and every student that has been educated in 
Baylor University owes him a debt of gratitude. 

In this connection I will record the fact that Elder James 
A. Hiuckins rendered valuable service in building up our 
institutions of learning. He was aman of education him- 
self, and on ali occasions pressed its claims upon the 
masses ; but especially he urged the importance of a well- 
trained mind upon those who intended to devote their lives 
to the work of preaching the gospel. His name appears 
recorded among the founders of the ‘* Education Society.” 

Me came to Texas under the appointment of the same 
Board that sent brother Tryon, and commenced his minis- 
try here in 1840. Soon after his arrival, the same year, 
he organized the church at Galveston, and the following 
year the one at llouston, and preached for some time alter- 
nately in these cities. 
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I met him first on his field, in the spring of 1841, and 
held my second interview with him at the second session of 
the association. 

He was a close thinker, and from the pulpit presented his 
thoughts in the clearest manner; always exhibiting the 
fact, that he was a profound scholar and student still. He 
preached almost exclusively from manuscript, and was sel- 
dom caught on any occasion without something appropriate 
in this form. It has always been to me a matter of aston- 
ishment that able ministers will uniformly stick to their 
manuscripts, when such good opportunities are so frequently 
given to stir the masses with the popular extemporaneous 
style of delivery. When on one occasion, at a general 
meeting at Independence, the appointee failed, brother 
Iuckins, under an earnest protest, was driven to the stand. 
He urged that he had “neither long notes nor short ones,” 
but no excuse would satisfy the brethren. [lis text was in 
Exodus xv. 11,—‘: Who is like unto thee, O Lord, 
among the Gods? Who is like unto thee, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?” for the 
space of an hour he held the audience spellbound, by the 
force of his clear, burning thoughts. At the close of that 
sermon, a number of us went forward and gave him per- 
mission to preach as often as he wished, even if his notes 
should be forgotten. 

Ilis power was felt by the denomination when he took 
the field as agent for Baylor University. Much that has 
been done, in endowment and building, was effected under 
his agency. ‘The dates connected with his work are not 
before me. 

Some time previous to the war he moved to Charleston, 
South Carolina. On that field he ranked high in the es- 
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imation of his brethren. During the war he ministered to 
the temporal and spiritual wants of the soldiers around that 
city, with a devotion closely allied toa martyr spirit. He 
fell at his post of duty before the contest closed, and rests 
in the bosom of God, where bitterness and strife never enter. 

The first officers of this society were, Elder R. E. B. 
Baylor, President; S. P. Andrews, Recording Secretary ; 
Elder William M. Tryon, Corresponding Secretary ; Brother 
Collins, Treasurer. The Board of Managers consisted of 
Elder James Huckins, Elder Z. N. Morrell, and brethren 
J. L. Farquahar, Gail Borden, Stephen Williams, William 
H. Ewing and J. S. Lester. Believing this to be one of the 
most important steps ever taken in the history of the Bap- 
tists of Texas, and in view of the influence it exerted 
over the entire denomination, and especially the rising min- 
istry of the State, I have given the names of its founders. 
You may expect, further on in this work, a notice of the 
development of this child. 

One incident occurred early in this, the second session of 
the body, worthy of notice. Brother R. E. B. Baylor, for 
some cause then unknown to me, had failed to give me the 
happy greeting and cordial salutation that he had on all 
former occasions manifested. Whatever might be said of 
him otherwise, my former association with hii had led ime 
to know that he was a cordial man; and L knew these 
demonstrations had sprung from something that he consid- 
ered of grave importance. I was deeply wounded, and the 
pride of my nature forced me in return to treat him with 
marked inditference. [le availed himself of the first opper- 
tunity atter the association was organized ** te make soe 
remarks relative to brother Z. N. Morrell,” stating, further, 


that he * felt under obligation to make some acknowledg- 
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ments.” Ile stated openly the unkind demonstrations we 
had made toward each other, and explained the reason of 
his course, as the offending party. Brother Muckins a short 
time before this, as the pastor at [ouston, had invited a 
man by the name of Merrill, a bad character, from the com- 
munion table. The name had been given as Morrell, and 
the impression madein the interior was that Z. N. Morrell 
was the man. Seeing that brother IHuckins on his arrival 
had recognized the brother against whom the accusation 
had been made, he now knew the charges were false and 
hoped the explanation would be satisfactory. I immedi- 
ately, with the permission of the moderator, arose and cor- 
dially accepted the explanation and the spirit with which it 
was made, as more than satisfactory. 

It is true that in those days we did some things in our 
general meetings without as much system as is now observed, 
but here was a course pursued, and a spirit manifest, worthy 
of imitation by the true friends of Christ, until the Master 
comes the second time. If brethren would explain their 
mistakes promptly, and, as publicly as they are made, give 
good reasons, it would heal up many difficulties and inspire 
confidence in place of alicnation. ‘There is also no greater 
evidence of godliness, than for men of superior attainments 
to ** condescend to men of low estate,” and treat with cour- 
tesy their brethren of inferior and less honorable positions 
in life. Here was a man of distinction, and so recognized, 
an able advocate ut the bar, and fresh from the Congress of 
the United States, who had taken upon himself the office of 
the Christian ministry. On the other hand was the writer, 
of humble birth and limited education, known in Tennessee 
as the * cane brake preacher,” and in Texas as a‘ brier 
cutter and Indian tighter; ” and yet, notwithstanding the dif 
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ferences in other respects, we were equals in office as minis- 
ters of Christ. This simple incident, I will here record, 
wrote attachment upon my heart for brother Baylor that the 
revolutions of these thirty-one years have never wiped out. 
We have sometimes differed in opinions since, but whenever 
we have, my mind has reverted to the second session of 
Union Association, and a response always comes up from 
my heart, ‘‘ His head may be wrong, but his heart is right.” 
The rising ministry of the country can take this for what it 
is worth, when brother Baylor and I, who are both now 
waiting at the sunset of life to cross over the river, have 
passed away. 

Valuable work was done at this session of the body, 
looking to the organization of the churches, in order to 
beat back the heresies that were finding their way into the 
country. Not having the minutes of the first meeting at 
hand, I do not know who was the moderator. At this. the 
second session, Elder William M. Tryon acted as modera- 
tor, and William II. Ewing as clerk. 

Owing to the dark hours of war, and the bereavements 
of brethren and sisters through the country, the frequent 
removal of families, and the scarcity of ministers, the min- 
utes of the third session of the association show but a 
small increase of membership over the second. At this 
meeting were six ministers, and representatives of four 
hundred and forty-three Baptists. As an exhibition of the 
state of things among the churches, I here insert extracts 
from leiters sent up by two of our churches, which were 
published with the minutes of this mecting 
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“Plum Grove Church, to the messengers composing the 
Union Baptist Association, when. convened with Mount 
Gilead Church, Washington County + —~ 
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“Dear BRETHREN: In the year 1838, we first met together 
and held prayer-meetings. Soon thereafter we were visited 
by brother Z. N. Morrell. In 1839, our little church was 
organized by a presbytery, composed’ of brethren R. G. 
Green and Asael Dancer, adopting at the time of the organ- 
ization the articles of the United Baptists of West Tennes- 
see. During the year 1859 we were supplied with preach- 
ing by brethren Z. N. Morrell, A. Smith, and others. It 
was during this year that the ordinance of baptism was first 
administered in this part of the country. In August a 
candidate was immersed by brother Morrell, fifteen miles 
above this place, and soon thereafter fifteen received the 
ordinance and were united to our church. During 1840 
and 1841 we were without a pastor, and unhappy difficuities 
occurred, which resulted in the dismissal of eight of our 
number. Our little church has suffered much during the 
late invasion. Some of our beloved brethren and many of 
the dear congregation have fallen upon the field of battle, 
whilst others, and among them the son of brother Morrell, 
our pastor, are being carried as captives into the enemy’s 
land. Truly, dark and thick clouds envelop us. Brethren, 
do not the calamities with which we are surrounded call, 
and call loudly, upon us to invoke the aid of Almighty 
Power? Let us go speedily, and pray before the Lord. 
Yea, let us approach boldly a throne of grace, and petition 
for help in this the time of our and our country’s need. 


From the church at Gonzales : — 


* Dear Breturen: The history of our denomination in 
this portion of our country is as follows: Brother Z. N. 
Morrell is the first Baptist that ever preached in our county. 
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He commenced laboring with us in 1840, and at the close 
of 1841 ten were collected together, who held letters from 
Baptist churches in the United States. With these we con- 
stituted a church, adopting at the time of its organization 
the articles of faith held by the United Baptists of West 
Tennessee. Brother Morrell was called to the charge of 
our little church, and the regular monthly meetings and 
weekly prayer-meetings were kept up, until the time of the 
Mexican invasion last spring, at which time our pastor, and 
all others capable of bearing arms, left to repel the invad- 
ing foe. Since then, until very recently, we have had no 
meetings for public worship. We have to lament that no 
additions have been made to our number since the time of 
our organization. Prospects last spring were encouraging, 
and some, we trust, were hopefully converted to God; but 
the unsettled state of the country was such as to prevent 
our troubling the beautiful streams of our country with the 
baptism of willing converts. Dear brethren, we are truly 
an afflicted people, but we rejoice that it is written, that 
though ‘sorrow endureth for a night, joy cometh in the 


Sete 
morning ; 


that notwithstanding we may be slain by the 
savages, or by our enemies the Mexicans, we still have ‘a 
hope, which is an anchor to the soul, both sure and stead- 
fast, which entereth into that within the vail, whither Jesus, 
the forerunner, hath for us entered, an High Priest for- 
ever ;’ which hope cheers and supports us under our trials.” 

These letters give fair samples of the trials and conflicts to 
which we were subject. 

You will now remember that a Committee of Correspond- 
ence was appointed to the little charch organized at Wash- 
ington, in 1837. This correspondence resulted in bringing 
Elder Wm. M. Tryon and Elder James Muckins to Texas. 
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These brethren afterwards served as missionaries in Texas, 
under the patronage of the ‘* Domestic Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.” The rest of us were nearly 
all missionaries in the Union Association, very much on the 
same principle that a majority of the soldiers of the Texas 
Republic served, at that time, at their own expense. 

The association was really in a formative state up to the 
sixth session, held with Mount Gilead Church, Washington 
County, when its present “ articles of faith” were adopted. 
Of this troublesome period in our history I am always re- 
minded when I see the name adopted — Union. Here were 
brethren from all the Southern States, and some from the 
North, with their pet plans and notions and opinions, — every 
man, almost, striving to get the articles of faith and plan of 
operations under which he had been trained as a Baptist, 
adopted, apparently, manifesting the belief that the 
Baptists of bis particular State were the only orthodox 
people upon the face of the earth. The more thoughtful 
among the brethren went to every meeting of the body 
during this period, anxious lest good brethren, whose in- 
fluence and co-operation were needed, would fly off at a 
tangent, and every means was adopted by them, without 
sacrificing vital principles, to hold all together. So car- 
nestly did these brethren strive to hold together, that heresy 
was allowed to come in among us, and remain longer than 
a strict compliance with the law of God permitted, as will be 
seen hereafter. None save those who lived through it, or 
throngh like ordeals elsewhere, can conceive of the many 
difficulties that beset us. 

At the fifth session of the body, after dissatisfactions had 
been expressed at all the previous mectings after the first 
With the original articles of faith, a committee was ap- 
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pointed to revise and report to the sixth session. Pending 
the adoption of this report, and while Virginians, Georgians, 
South Carolinians, and representatives from other States, 
were urging the distinctive features of the old States, es- 
pecially with reference to the name the association should 
wear, — United Baptists, Regular Baptists, Missionary 
Baptists, all being presented and insisted upon, — one 
brother arose, and suggested that we were now Texans, and, 
as Baptist -was sufficiently definite to distinguish us, in- 
sisted that the appellation of ‘* Union Baptist Association ” 
covered the ground. Elder A. Buffington, from Washington 
church, came to his relief, and stated that he thought the 
position well taken, and that ‘he had been constantly look- 
ing for some brother to offer a resolution to muzzle the dogs 
in persimmon time, because his ancestors from North 
Carolina had set the example.” The articles of faith as 
they now stand, and the constitution, with some sliglit 
changes since, were at the sixth session adopted, and the 
association has maintained a remarkably harmonious earcer 
up to 1871. 

The man who assisted in organizing the three churches 
that composed the Union Association at its organization, in- 
troduced the heresy, and was the cause of all the trouble on 
points of doctrine that the body ever had. This man was 
Eider T. W. Cox, from Alabama,—a man of eloquence 
and great natural ability. During the second session he 
preached on the subject of faith, and, departing from the 
doctrine plainly set forth in the New Testament, clearly 
taught the errors einbraced in the system commonly know! 
as Campbellism. ‘The association being held with the 
chureL of which he was the pastor, he, at the close of the 


sermon, offered an opportunity for the reception of mern- 


Ba MN a Des ones 


sad Meee 


Hey bak® Fa a 
ek Wk sets Gai dala A ee ahaa lade! cai ahaa a Al ee oe 


Hug pre 


~ vA tow 
: “% 2, 
dele tances ties ene TR. otal Li lee NR id ON a Ro nl Ale he I oe 


mele biter 


oar 


or AOS ERO oie hina seas” MiSs one 


2. 
heath Laie ANB TS 5 0 


LE LPAI IW NG aie 4. * 
ene oe ty, 


Aiur “ 
Ris ae. 


oan un oa 
one 











eae dale inne, | tog yt eit pide 
etna xedito ener eotiiedaseor or baa cviailg 9 
a> 25h blo Ut te eae oapalteily od oT 
plied iNipoemn add ooten odd of aon si ica 
noel taitgell teligell, ,eiaiiqed> Liasioih — 


er eee) pee nial 





























= 
~ 
a 
~ 
~ 
~ 
4 
= 
— 


ioe 1000 Keleteei hae hotage iin eaisd | 
ditt pean T Wee Yew 99 dn) holmoguee ban e018 90 
oat ype th limuttei ot aiatioh yi sioftus en id af 
Goi eipoemA tell adlaT 4 to noitellogqa.odt dadth oe 
[. ) Ayniden We aot .aetiog dl A woblad . .banowy — borsvo9, 
hy) wh Jdpmedt- od sft Betile fun Seiler eid: of-omms lone. 

; y “34 ‘litighwes aged fred oi’ tad! ban .woolne Low noidivog 
0s pa onfd oliemtnen otnalidloest a toitoe rors 9108 70) Bah “& 
| io“), axout wiodeeona eid -sereoed. ,omit Homin iat a, 

‘int te wslniten off = “olqumexe ont.toe bead nt scteeh 

e oon dine ,qwiiadieves ed? ban bende wom wad 

hus ,beiyoba maieese dia odd da ow, ota roganda, - 
invoinocnal yleiglened & bosiginine end ano tf ; 

LT BL o} qe . 
wuts sont oft on iShre Le . nl bedeieen cult anm alt. an ne 
“tft ~.moiles HBO ti InwoleingeeA nein lads haeoqmoo. tad? ra? 
. ape ‘ 


wl Sin te ganas shi eew ban pyeorul oil hoowhow é 
Seid dd wavrophed off tadt aannivoh to. estos : 
SGU EMD LO) PRARERT ites asics! fh. .srvordt m0 . WY fis r9hlA,, , . 1 


oe tial’ saeull bai per ae eee ase » 
oO Holense Dye: Ot wat 7tilide landed dnorg, baw, 9 - 


D f. 1,2." " 
r may agile “yobs -botee et Yo ds nid ie old 0 brash se vig na 
ry ily Seem valend wor odd si 10} Jou qlainlg ¢ 3 ob 


- 


Be a 

rps 

ef i ce) it a PAA 
ri +l seeaiats mer? notes 9 ai Sra miso eyo ol  tdgpnt 1 
aad 

a me wie  telainneur. od'T ateibiva dep z 
ys cA et) Te omoto aah. Te sna eater tj wld eat Pipkin 


‘ 
881 e. soRgoony, au wm yi a9 cocgefo > He. ot 








FO Re 





THE FIRST ASSOCIATION. 145 


bers, and was about passing decision upon their fitness for 
baptism, according to the approved plan of the Bethany 
Schocl, when Elders Hluckins and Tryon entered their 
public protest. Quite adebate ensued, and some confusion, 
but the reception of members was postponed. In a council 
held by the ministers present, if was agreed that charges 
ouzht to. be preferred against him before his church. 
Church authority is the highest tribunal on earth, accord- 
ing to the New Testament, and the association could have 
nothing to do with the discipline of churches, except to 
advise. That he ought to be dealt with and promptly 
excluded, all agreed; but who was to go before the church 
of which he was a member and prefer the charges? Cer- 
tainly I thought brethren Huckins and Tryon were the men 
for this unpleasant duty, and urged the point aceordingly. 
Pressing engagements were oilfered as excuses for their re- 
turn, and the task was laid upon the writer, or the disci- 
pline must for the present go by default, and thus allow the 
pernicious doctrine to gain foothold by delay. My family 
on the Guadalupe, and the church at Gonzales, needed my 
assistance aud presence at once; but as no one else would 
remain and undertake to expose this heresy, I determined 
to do it, and commenced preparing the way before the reg- 
ular-meeting of the church. 

Contrary to my natural inclination, I had often, by force 
of circumstances, been compelled to meet Indians and Mexi- 
ans on their invasions into the country from the west, and 
aid in repelling force by force, and now, equally contrary to 
my inclination, I was compelled, by a sense of duty to the 
cause of my great Master, to confront, and if possible beat 
back, this advance guard of heretics invading the country 
from the east. I attended the conference, but Elder Cox 
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entirely ignored my presence — preached one of his hetero- 
dox sermons — had the way prepared for the reception of a 
large number of persons, who would say they believed that 
Jesus Christ was the Son of God, no other testimony being 
required; and when these would be baptized, he would be 
Jargely in the majority, and could turn the minority ont. 
Ifaving been informed from a reliable source that this was 
his intention, charges were written out against him, and 
placed in the hands of a licentiate minister belonging to 
the same body. 

An opportunity was offered at the close of the sermon 
for the reception of members, when I arose and entered my 
protest against the proceeding, on the ground that the 
church was out of order, in consequence of her pastor's 
heresy. Elder Cox stated that this was an assumption that 
required testimony. The brother who held the charges 
then rose and read them, and it was only by a very small 
majority vote that the charges were entertained. IIad the 
persons then knocking at the door for admission been re- 
ceived and baptized, the charges would have been thrown 
out by a respectable majority. It is proper here to state, 
that the charges alluded to were first written out and prep- 
arations made for this trial, solely on the ground of heresy. 
Just before going into conference, however, Elder R. EF. b. 
Baylor sent mea paper published in Alabamia, in which 
there was an advertisement of Cox’s exclusion from the 
church he had left, on the ground of flagrant fraud com- 
mitted about the time he left for Texas. The character of 
the testimony printed in this advertisement made his cuilt 
perfectly apparent. A charge based on this, in connee- 
tion with his heresy, was also presented, and a long snd 
very unpleasant debate ensued. Ie was a man of extraor- 
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dinary ability, especially in defence of himself, and in 
consequence of his commanding manner and pleasant ad- 
dress, taking right hold of the sympathies of his hearers, 
it was with great difficulty that the church could be made 
to see his guilt under the charges. Three times during 
the trial he was charged with false statements, and the 
proof clearly brought to bear. After a full investigation, 
the church was called to a vote, and he was excluded. 
Of course, under such circumstances, the ill will and hard 
sayings heaped upon his accusers, by those whe still sympa- 
thized with him, were very bitter. Faithfulness to Christ 
demanded promptness and decision, and when afterwards 
I called to mind the saying that is written, “If I yct 
pleased men, then would I not be the servant of Christ,” 
it gave me much consolation. 

The ministers of the entire association accorded with 
the church in her decision, and were gratified to learn of 
her faithfulness. Most persons supposed that with his ex- 
clusion the difficulty was all over; but I could foresee 
that Cox’s influence, left upon the minds of those whom 
he had baptized, would cause trouble in the future. Here 
was indeed a severe stroke upon the three little churches 
that formed the Union Association at its organization. 
Cox, up to this, was the pastor in charge of each one of 
them. The brethren, however, rallied around ihe standard 
of truth, and through them God has wrought wonders in 
Texas.- Step by step, during those years of trial, truth 
gained upon their sympathies, and the child born upon 
the prairies of Western Texas grew to be a woman, and 
the mother of vigorous daughters, now seatiered north 
and west. 

Union Association is the mother of Colorado, Trinity 
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River, Tryon, and Little River Associations; the mother 
of the Baptist State Convention, and the grandmother 
of Austin, Leon, Richland and Waco Associations. She 
is the mother of the Education Society, and the Sunday- 
school Convention of Texas. No body of Baptists in 
Texas had more trials in its early history, and none per- 
haps has been blessed with a greater degree of prosperity. 

While a dark cloud was hanging over the infant churches, 
in consequence of the heresy of Elder Cox, a bright sta 
arose, and rested steadily over the old town of Washing- 
ton, on the Brazos. As the wise men of the east rejoiced 
over the precious treasure to which the star directed them, 
and over which it rested, so the men of Israel in Texas 
rejoiced over the first extensive revival. Where men 
scoffed in 1837, and where the most violent opposition to 
the gospel was put forth, was the place God delighted to 
honor with refreshings from his presence. 

The little church organized in 1837, in Washington, 
ceased to exist, in consequence of the removal of the breth- 
ren; but when brother Tryon came, in 1841, it was reor- 
ganized, and under his efficient ministry the little band 
delighted to read the promise, *‘ Fear not, little flock ; for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
The faithful pastor was confined at home, in consequence 
of family afflictions ; but Elder R. E. B. Baylor, then hold- 
ing the office of judge under the republic, was attending 
his court at Washington during the regular time for the 
chureh-meeting, and preached. God was in his heart and 
among the people, and he preached with great power. 

The meeting was about to close, when the brethren rec- 
ognized some unusual demonstrations, and urged Judge 
Baylor to continue the meeting. The Spirit of God rested 
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upon the community, and a decp interest took hold upon 
almost the entire population. Elder Baylor was alone, 
nearly all the time, as apreacher ; but God gave him strength 
and wisdom equal to the task imposed upon him. The 
meeting continued for two weeks, and a large number pro- 
fessed a hope in Christ. Almost every night the ordinance 
of baptism was performed in the Brazos, which, interpreted, 
means * the arm of God.” 

The baptismal scenes were of the most interesting and 
impressive character. The moon was shining on these occa- 
sions beautifully. The congregation marched in procession, 
singing the songs of Zion, from the place of worship to the 
river. The noise went abroad of the mighty displays of 
God's power to save, and also of the beauty and sublimity 
of the baptismal scenes, and from twenty-five miles people 
came, and were themselves baptized before they returned. 
Forty-two were baptized during that meeting, and some of 
them yet live, to bless the church with their influence, and 
to tell of the power and willingness of God to save sinuers 
in 1841. Among the number baptized by brother Baylor at 
that time was the venerable sister America Lusk, and her 
daughter, sister M. E. Crumpler, both members of the 
church at Rrenham, and who have wielded such a blessed 
influence for the cause of Christ in Texas since. 
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TIE DECISION, UNDER DARK CLOUDS. — 1842. 


at ITIEN the year 1841 closed, I was at home, two 
(G : miles above Gonzales, on the Guadalupe, after 





2 an absence of nearly three months among the 
churches between Brazos and Colorado. I of course had 
been sorely tried, amid the difficulties alluded to in the 
previous chapter. <A hurried trip was made to Mississippi 
for my children, for want of means to educate them further. 
This about consumed all the means I had left. The old 
dreamer, John Bunyan, said that ‘* An idle brain is the 
devil’s workshop.” A little farm was at once opened on the 
river, and twenty-five dollars paid for a plough to break the 
land. An old set of blacksmith’s tools was secured, 
young man of good character employed, and farm and shop, 
by turns, employed a good portion of my time during the 
spring of 1842. 

Preaching was kept up regularly at Gonzales, and at 4 
school-house four miles above. During our absence one 
night at meeting in Gonzales, the Indians stole the last 
pony we had. The horse was staked about forty steps frem 
our door, After this we all went to mecting together from 
my neighborhood in ox-wagons. God vate the little 
ehureh with some precious seasons. 

Once Lhad been alone, as a Baptist preacher, between the 
Grazos and Colorado. Now that Tryon, Iluckins, Baylor, 
159 
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and Garrett were occupying the field east, I was again 
entirely alone, as there was not a Baptist preacher west of 
the Colorado River to confer with me. At this time I met 
with Elder Carroll, a Methodist circuit rider, travelling in the 
valley of the Guadalupe. Reaching my house, his shoes were 
worn out. There were no shoes in the country to buy, and 
nothing scarcely but rawhide to reset. My oid 'Tennessce 
shoe tools were still on hand, and a few small pieces of 
leather. Tie came to me in the midst of his distress and 
inquired if I could in any gray relieve him. We did not 
agree at all on the doctrines of depravity, baptism, com- 
munion, and church polity, but just now we were agreed on 
the old Tennessee doctrine, that a boy was not fit to marry 
tillhe could stock a plough and mend ashoe. ITlis shoes were 
mended, and after a pleasant interview he went on his way, 
asking a kind remembrance of the Baptist preacher at the 
‘throne of grace, for divine protection in the midst of the 
dangers that hung upon his path. 

While at the school-house four miles above Gonzales, at 
2 night appointment, 2 scene occurred worthy of record. 
Some were standing guard, and others, in the rear of 
the congregation, sat with their guns across their knees. 

I preached with unusual liberty; the attention was un- 
divided; many earnest prayers were offered for our pro- 
tectton in the midst of difficultics and danecrs, and some 
praised God aloud. The congregation was dismissed, and 
before leaving the place a gun was fired a few hundred 
yards away; the shrill Indian whistle was heard, and the 
people warned to proceed with cantion to their homes. As 
tre way home fer all the congregation was the same for 
some distance, my ox wagon, carrying my own and two 
other families, took the lead. The others, travelling mach 
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the same way, fell into line, and we moved off calmly, with 
no confusion manifest. A proposition was made that we 
should sing one of the songs of Zion, to drive the gloom 
away. Soon the echo was heard along the valley of the 
Guadalupe, and no doubt in hearing of the red warrior, of 
that old song so full of faith and heaven : — 


‘¢On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 

And cast a wishful eye 

To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 

Cnorvs. — “Oh, sacred hope; oh, blissful hope, 

By inspiration given, 

The hope, when days and years are passed, 
We all shall meet in heaven.” 


I then thought, and yet think, that amid the solemnities 
of that hour I heard the sweetest music to my soul that 
ever fell upon my ear. Jt was a lovely moonlight night, 
and a consciousness was realized that God would protect 
this company of worshippers to their homes. 

The next morning we assembled, after news was received 
that a man was killed. About two hundred yards from the 
little schoo!l-house where we worshipped the evening before, 
we found the body of Dr. Witter, an eminent physician, 
blood-stained and terribly mangled. We buried the re- 
mains as decently as our facilities would permit. Jere 4 
little mound was raised over the body of a learned infidel, 
who refused to go to meeting, though it was so close to 
his house, and beside that grave stood four interesting 
children; the eldest about ten years of age, and scarcely 
done weeping over the loss of the mother, whom we bad 
buried a short time before. 

Just at this time a traveller from the east brought me 3 
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letter from the Colorado yalley, bearing date February, 
1k42:— 


* Dear Brotner Morrett: Our conference meeting 
comes on at Plum Grove next Saturday. We are in trouble. 
The anti-misstonaries have been among us. sowing the seeds 
of discord. Weareontheeve of arentinthe body. Come 
and help us. You may effect a reconciliation. Come if 
possible; and may the Lord come with you. 

‘Wx. ScaLLorn.” 


The contents of this letter gave me pain, and I felt anx- 
ious to go and lend assistance ; but it was now late Friday 


evening 


. 
°o 


my last horse was stolen, and my oxen could not 
carry me fifty miles by the next day in time to meet the 
conference at eleven o’clock. 

This was once, I remarked to a young man from the 
neighborhood, who was waiting for work to be finished inthe 
Shop, that I could not go. He kindly tendered his Indian 
fixhting pony for the trip, expressing a willingness to walk 
home two miles. In about an hour by sun, with my gun 
across ihe saddle in front, I left for a lonely night-ride. 
Should I fail to settle this difficulty, and the church should 
be rent asunder, where I had first administered the ordi- 
nance of baptism, the temptation to return to Mississippi, 
under which I was then laboring, would be inereased. 
Ouly a short time previons to this a letter had been re- 
ceed, as follows : — 


“Ciry or Austin, Texas, January 10th, 1842. 
“Dear Brorner Morness: 1 have been inquiring alter 
yorall the way out from Mississippi; but as you are at Gon- 


ziles, and as there is so much danger in that direction, L 
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cannot go down. ~Desides, my time is out, and urgent busi- 
ness calls me home. Information has reached me, that in 
the midst of this revolution you have lost everything you 
brought to the country. If you will return and labor for 
us, I will, if necessary, send you a check to defray your 
expenses back, and give you a better tract of land than 
you sold when you left us. We need you very much in 
Mississippi. NReturn if you possibly can. 

* Truly, your brother, 

“James GREER.” 

This letter had given me much trouble, and was yet un- 
answered. About twelve o'clock at night I stopped and 
rested one hour, and just at daylight reached brother Scal- 
lorn’s, fifty miles from home. After acup of coffce, I slept 
till nine o’clock, took breakfast, and met the congregation 
at eleven. 

The church conference was well attended, and after a 
sermon and the usual preliminaries, the question of mis- 
sions came up. A studious effort was made by certain 
brethren who had come in among them to make this a 
question of fellowship. After a lengthy conference, with a 
free and frank exchange of views, the church agreed to bear 
and forbear, allowing every broiher to give to or withhotd 
fromm thé mission cause, as he saw proper. A sermon was 
preached on Saturday night, and after services Sunday 
norning we commemorated the death and sufferings of 
Cliist.. Here, instead of diiferences, the brethren mani- 
fested the warmest fellowship. Another sermon was 
preached at four o'clock, ond Inte in the evening I lett jor 
snother ride of fiity iiles by might. My presence was 


demiunded at home early Monday morning, and as it was 
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verv unsafe to ride over that part of the country in day- 
light, the trip must be made at night. 

Nejoicing with my family next morning at nine o’clock 
over the settlement of the difficulty, we discussed the pro- 
priety of returning to the Colorado, in answer to a eall from 
the brethren to return and occupy my former field. Wehad 
exchanged locations so often during our short stay in Texas, 
that we decided to remain, if it was the will of God, on the 
Guadalupe. 

Two Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries came in a few 
days after this, and preached in Gonzales several days. 
Nearly all Christians of the town appeared revived, and 
notwithstanding the dangers daily surrounding us, the whole 
community seemed pervaded with religious influences. 
These preachers were brothers, bearing the names of John 
and Phineas Foster. 


About this time the following letter was written : — 


‘¢ Gonzatrs, February, 1842. 

* Dear Brorner James Greer, Holly Springs, Miss. :— 
Your letter of the 10th inst. is before me. Prayerfully I 
have considered its conients for many consecutive days. 
You are correctly informed with reference to my finances. 
It is true that very little has been dene by way of organiz- 
ing churches in the republic, during these seven years of 
hiy sojourn in the wilderness. Considering the difficulties 
under which we labor, we have much to encourage us, and 
We ought not to grow weary, but ‘let patience have her 
perteet work.’ My faith is strong in the final success of 
the republie, and the triumph of truth over error and super- 


stitien, that have long held sway over these beautiful valleys 
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and far-reaching prairies. My first imnpression after read- 
ing your kind letter was to return; but after mature and 
prayerful deliberation, my mind is made up, that duty 
requires me to rise or fall with Texas and the cause of my 
Master in her territory. With feelings of profound erati- 
tude for your very liberal propositions, I must decline 
accepting, believing it is the mind of the Lord. 
‘* Yours in Christ, 
“Z. N. Morreru.” 
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MEXICAN INVASION. — 1842. 


RESIDENT Lamavr’s administration closed in No- 






a vernber, 1841, and after a most exciting canvass 

Sam. [louston was the second time chosen as presi- 
Ge dent of the Republic. by an overwhelming majority. 
Colonel Edward Burleson was elected vice-president. 1842 
was upon us, with the “ ero of San Jacinto” to lead nus 
through the dark days of poverty and war that awaited us. 
The war-dogs of Santa Afna were howling furiously in 
Mexico, reporting themselves in full outfit, and determined 
fo quell the rebellion in Texas and plant the Mexican flag 
onthe Sabine. Scenes of blood must yet be passed over 
before we could in peace worship beneath our vine and fig- 


dna 
52 CL, 


General IIouston’s policy was much opposed to that 
adopted under the former administration. De condemned 
the Santa Fe expedition on the grounds that it was impos- 
sible for Texas to hold such a large territory against so 
many enemies; and that the recklessness of such expedi- 
tions must inevitably injure Texas in her efforts to secure 
sympathy and aid from other governments. Ie opposed 
anv ctfort toexterminate the Indians, by following them into 

eir tervitory, as utterly fruitless, and favored the establish- 
Peat of trading-posts along our frontier. Tle insisted on 
* rirenchinent of expenditures, — deferring the payment of 
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the debt to some remote period; and the issuing of ex- 
chequer bills, with reduction of taxes. These things 
inspired the people with fresh confidence, and gained for 
the republic respect ainong some of the nations of the Old 
World. 

General ITouston was personally opposed to the policy of 
annexation to the United States; but he foresaw that this 
tide of immigration from the old States, which he had all the 
time encouraged, would by an overwhelming majority 
favor it; and, instead of throwing obstructions in the way, 
favored annexation himself. I can speak advisedly here in 
consequence of an interview about this time with President 
Houston on a boat running between Iouston and Galveston. 
On that trip he told me that in consequence of the :ejection 
of the hand of Texas, tendered by the vote of 1857, and in 
consequence of the unmerited contempt afterwards shown, 
through the influence cf chicken-hearted politicians east. he 


} 


intended *:to turn coquette for a while, and court England 


2 
and France, riglit before the eyes of ihe old lover, the 
United States;” and that, under the influence of a little 
jealousy, he thouglit more liberal arrangements coald be 
made at the marriage feast. [lis engine of ingenuity was 
soon fired up, and ia a subsequent conversation with him 
he informed me that as soon as the smoke of jealousy 
began to rise, the dastardly chicken-hearted politicians be- 
came more pliant. 

On Saturday before the first Sunday in March, the little 
ehureh at Gonzales met in conference, and oifered an oppor- 
tunity for the reecption of members. Two letters were re- 
ceived, and my son James presented himself, aged seven- 
teen years, as a candidate for baptism. ‘Lhis was the first 


application for baptism on the Guadalupe, and there was a 
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spirit of rejoicing manifest. Ten o’clock Sunday morning 
was appointed as the hour to administer the ordinance. 
Many of our appointments in life, under the general provi- 
dence of God, are disappointed. It was so in this in- 
stance. | 

On the fifth day of March, 1842, a Mexican force, sup- 
posed to be about a thousand strong, approached San 
Antonio, and demanded a surrender. The Texan force 
evacuated the place, and retired up the valley of the 
Guadalupe, sending expressmen ahead to notify the citizens. 

The messenger reached us late Saturday evening, and, 
after a little consultation, it was decided that famities, flocks 
and herds must start east, early Monday morning. Every- 
thing of course was thrown into confusion. Sunday morn- 
ing’s sun arose, and instead of shining upon our people ca 
tueir way to the baptism, furnished them light by which to 
make their preparation to retreat before the invading 
Mexicans. My little blacksmith shop was very soon sur- 
rounded with wagons, needing repairs for the journey. 
More wagon wheels were repaired on that Sunday than 
ever J witnessed at one little shop on any day before or 
since. Wagons were loaded on Sunday night, and Monday 
morning a boy from every family that had one was detailed 
to <©o ont on horseback and drive in all the stock of every 
description for miles around. The bleating and lowing of 
the herd reminded us of the roving shepherd patriarchs. 
By one o'clock Monday everything was in motion for the 
Calorido valley. 

What provisions we could haul were brought with us, 


~ 
ee. 


ye TST, ee. Pe ° 1 : } se 4 
Uo these were soon consumed. and as the state of Un 


fountry would not allow us to move back, some returucd 


in a short time to work out the crops, and others engaged 
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in such employment as they could find fora living. My 
money was all gone, and receiving a proposition to teach, 
TI undertook a small school, with pledges to pay tuition in 
provisions and stock. Money was out of the question. 
Preaching was kept up regularly at Plum Grove. 

While epgaged in this school, a letter was sent from a 
church up near Austin, constituted in the house of Jolin 
Hornsby, requesting me to go up and assist in the ordina- 
tion of brother Richard Hillis, who had formerly lived with 
me in Washington County. Having no horse to ride, and 
depending upon my little school for a living, I wrote to the 
church, saying, thatif by order of the church brother Ellis 
should come down, we would, in the presence of Plum Grove 
ebureh, hear him preach, and hear a statement of his call to 
the ministry, and if we considered him qualified would eall 
a presbytery and ordain him. We believed this to be 
scriptural, and in keeping with usages of the Waldenses and 
Albigenses in the days of the Inquisition. When ail the 
preachers were sacrificed in one district they selected 
another, and sent him a great ways with letters applying 
for ordination. In no emergency would they assume the 
office of the Christian ministry without the observance of 
tliese scriptural ceremonies. Brother Ellis was sent down 
and ordained at Pium Grove, by a presbytery composed of 
RN. E.-B. Baylor and Z. N. Morrell. During the same year 
a similar request came from the same church to go up and 
ordain brother N. T. Byars. Arrangements on this occasion 
were made to visit the church, and brother Byars was duly set 
apart to his work. The name of the brother who aided 
me in this ordination has escaped my memory. He has 
long since gone to his reward. Brother Ellis preached with 


great power a number of years, and passed to his reward 
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while in the prime of life. Brother Byars labored actively 
asa frontier preacher, with great success, for a long series 
of years, and was recently engaged in an active mission 
work on the Mississippi River. 

The five months’ session was taught without any loss of 
time from the school-room, and about the first of September, 
as it was not considered safe to move our families back to 
Gonzales, I took my wagon, attended by my son, and 
went to gather our corn on the Guadalupe. The corn was 
gathered, and just as we were starting back with a load to 
Colorado, Colonel Matthew Caldwell rode up with an express 
from San Antonio, as follows :— 


** Colonel: — General Woll has arrived at San Antonio 
with thirteen hundred men. The court, —judge, jury, law- 
yers, — and many citizens in attendance, are prisoners in 
the hands of the Mexicans. I made my escape, and came 
round under the mountains to Seguin. 

“Joun W. Suri.” 


This gentleman was well known and could be relied on. 
The dispatch was received on Monday morning. Colonel 
Caldwell ssaid, ‘* Something must be done quick, and you 
must go with me.” My excuses were rendered, — I was in 
very feeble health, was a cripple, was riding a wild, un- 
trained, borrowed horse, and was badly needed at home. 
le-urged me to accompany him, stating that I could be of 
great service to him in controlling the young men who 
Would be with him. Mv patriotisin was appealed to, and 
remembering the sentiment contained in the letter to brother 
Greer, that I expected ‘to rise or fall with Texas,” my 
Consent was given to go on another perilous expedition. 
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My son started on alone with his load of corn, to the 
Colorado, fifty miles. Although an Indian country was be- 
tween him and home, Idid not apprehend danger, as men in 


companies would soon be on the road from the east towards 
the scene of action. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
WAR. — 1842. 
URING the spring and summer of 1842, a great 


interest was felt throughout the Republic for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, and a 





plea was urged that the war with Mexico was 
about atan end. The Mexican authorities, of course, threw 
every obstacle in the way of this union that was in their 
power, and learning that this plea was made, sent out the 
expedition alluded to wnder General Woll. Their expressed 
intention was to march through the territory ; but their real 
intention was to make a raid, and thus delay, and if possi- 
ble thwart annexation, hoping in the end to induce Texas 
tosubmit to Mexican rule. Ou the eleyenth of September, 
1842, Mexican force, under General Woll, about thirteen 
hundred strong, captured the city of San Antonio, making 
hostile demonstrations towards other points farther east. 

We gathered what ammunition we could at Gonzales, and 
left for Seguin, with instruction that recruits coming from 
the east should follow our trail. At Seguin I obtained ten 
ers of corn, had it parched and ground, and mixed with it 
two pounds of sugar, This we called cold flour. 

Recruits were coming in ali night, and on Tuesday morn- 
ing we marched on within twenty miles of San Antonio. 
Colonel Caldwell was in cofmmand, by common consent. 
A call was made for ten of the best horses and lightest 
163 


nnn eee gee = 


a 





Ma 


TF ITLAHO: vp 
























ie 
| a ore 
SSE we BAW bie 
aH 4 ht : & ‘ ; 7 ie r 
| |  ‘daorg a S81 Yo: tontume bon paige oft DAIAD y Tk 
: . § 


, f 5 


- , r > i 1 ‘1 i wesmee . sf * on als > oa 
=) AA : | BA My: 6f dime ens CRO OC hte iiia ala) an bas jeoreini = 
Si) at j + ? j i's 
i f os t> ft wen 79 PY s y+ 6. _ ¥ - f 
py é) bar pt J JE46 hotin J Oy Os Ft axol iy (OWN LZS01e 
} 


ee) ee caw ocizelh wtiw aew odd todd hegad eam polg™ 
i Vand) oewes lo aaliinodion avsizelf of T -binra oa Ja ds0 ae 
‘tod? ai enw dil Hote eidt Yo yew odd al saninie Sane, 
| tino tose ohdan dew gv j «ull Jol) yeiaveol bee +19 WO4 a 
emerge tid TD MW ds J olin ot boholin moltihaq2o 
: | Ino aheoul} dua) Be i winded odd demos: ) dor to) raw noiditel 
. «| v4 i hi vy 1s bee .btst 2 odoat of-enw aoiinatat i” 
| ‘i ot hiro odt ui oniqod. .noflaxeqna tnwild en 
oe Jo digyale odt «O. ott nevivell of tide 6 ‘ 
seid? tuode joW Ieweed rohan? aetientl # Sh8 ve we 
weep at setae olaoied “ne To wiie ads howler poopie: peer a 
Jet Tol Mit ataton vol! y ols 70) BUOl bay enomob stiteod > | 
bet + 2olnxcow is feo ow roitiongea jody heroilie ow ‘a 
' mom Biles afneve ayoly ete: eis rity 2 fol a ra 
Tia nas boaintde } cLrenyed 1A ies) we) we a hluoda te pairs 
y q | . 7 div h ATLAS bate A wwort Luss milo i nit ne if e109" 5 aan) 
a a vol! fen lalla evar nat cue Yo eb He i 
\ “Tete gals wih eo Jie, Hiloive He gal 4 iwio9 ees ee i . 


Guoluk opt jo. awl now) oidtiw Toe ode 
OO BotieD ya BY T RACED at bat a 


4 y  deohigil bas eoeted eed bead do mat: 4 
oe, ! . 


ata aa Ct ois 








164 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


riders, to go and meet Jack Hays that night on the Salado. 
He had notified us, by express, that he was there watching 
the enemy, and needed reinforcements. 

The. number called for was soon obtained, — the writer 
among them, on his fine, untrained, borrowed horse. A 
charge, with some instructions, was given us, and a short 
while before day we arrived at the spot where we were 
ordered to go. A keen whistle was given, and readily 
responded to by Hays. Wednesday morning came and 
found us thirteen strong, with nothing but cold flour to eat, 
and a limited supply of that. Our ration consisted of a 
spoonful for each, mixed with water. <A detailwas made to 
stay at camp, another to go down on the east side of San 
Antonio, and another under Jack Hays to head the San 
Antonio River, and go entirely round in the rear of the city, 
to ascertain if any reinforcements were coming in froin 
Mexico. Ilays was discovered during the day and driven 
back, making no discovery himself as to reinforcements. 
Thursday morning came, and with only a spoonful of cold 
flour for each, another effort was made to get the number 
and intention of the enemy. Caldwell still remained at his 
camp twenty miles east of the city, expecting the Mexicans 
to march on Gonzales. ILlays was repulsed, as on the day 
before, and failed to get in the enemy’s rear. The writer 
and part of the company went down the Salado, and dis- 
covered what we supposed to be the trail of two or thrce 
hundred calvary, going in the direction of Gonzales. On 
our return we met ays with his company, driving in some 
horses. Very scon, about forty Mexicans made their sp- 
pearance in pursuit. We retreated until they were drawn 
from the timber, when, under the order of our gallant leader, 
we wheeled, and forty Mexicans failed ‘to stand the charge 
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of thirteen Texans. No damage, that we know of, was 
done to either party. 

Friday morning, a mutiny rose in our little camp, in 
eonsequence of the condition of our commissary depart- 
ment. Plenty of deer and turkeys were in sight all the 
time, and we were all hunters; but our leader thought it 
best to fire no guns, and keep our position concealed from 
the enemy. From Monday till Friday, on a little cold flour, 
measnred out by the spoonful, made us feel very lean; 
and now that the flour was all out, our men began to swear 
vengeance on the game at all hazards. Captain Hays 
insisted that I should make thema speech. I remembered 
the old saying, ** Never try to influence a man against his 
inclination when he is hungry,” but as my captain insisted, 
and as I was under orders, I determined to try. To have 
approached these men with a long face, and taxed their 
patience with a long speech on patriotism, would have been 
sheer nonsense. SoI mounted my horse and rode out in 
front, with as cheerful a face as I could command, and 
epoke as follows : — 

‘* Boys, when I left Colonel Caldwell’s camp, I felt like I 
was forty years old. When I had starved one day, I felt 
like I was thirty-five. After that, on two spoonfuls a day, 
1 felt like I was twenty-five; and this morning, when our 
cold flour and coffee are both out, I feel like I was only 
‘twenty-one years old, and ready for action. Our situation 
‘lis morning is critical, — the Mexicans, we fear, have gone 
toward Gonzales; secrecy surely is the best policy; and 
we ought to report the situation, if possible, to Colonel 
Caldwell to-night.” 

An agreement was soon entered into, that we ect infor- 
mation, report that evening, and get some game for supper. 
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In a few ininutes we were off, and soon met Henry 
McCulloch with thirteen men, swelling our number to 


. twenty-seven. Iere we learned that Caldwell had discov- 


ered the enemy’s trail below, and that the Mexican cavalry 
had retreated back to the city. The families on the 
Guadalupe were safe for the evening. Were was fresh beef 
hanging to the saddles of McCulloch’s party. The com- 
pany was organized on the spot, with Jack Hays captain, 
and Henry McCulloch lieutenant, and the young captain, 
with his first command, led us to the nearest water. We 
refreshed ourselves with this delicious beef and a good 
night’s rest. Wewere camped within five miles of the city. 
Before day Saturday morning, Captain Hays detailed 
three men, and myself as the fourth, to go in sight of the 
city before daylight. He took three men with him, and 
made the third attempt to go round the city, and was sue- 
cessful, bringing off with him a Mexican spy as a prisoner. 
Lieutenant McCulloch watched both roads leading to 
Seguin and Gonzales. My associates and I remained 
ereted near the powder-house, and before the sun mounte:! 
very high into the heavens, a Mexican came out to get 4 


_yoke of oxen, feeding near by us. As soon as it was at all 


prudent, we captured him and his pony, within six hun- 
dred yards of the fort, and in plain view. We could see 
the Mexican cavalry hastily saddling their horses as we 
passed out of sizht with our prisoner. We rode twenty 
miles in about two hours. and reported to Colonel Caldwec. 

The poor Mexican felt confident we intended to kill him, 
and on arrival at cmnp he recognized John W. Smith, 2c 
coumenced bereing for his life. Ie was soon paciiled 
with the assurance that he was in no danger, if he wou’ 
tell us the truth. lays and McCulloch both preceded us 
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to Caldwell’s camp, and as some anxiety was felt for our 
safety we were welcomed with many cheers. The two 
captured Mexicans told the same story. With these state- 
ments, coming from the front and rear of the city, Sat- 
prday morning, ten o'clock, revealed to Col. Caldwell and 
his men the strength of the enemy. General Woll crossed 
the Rio Grande with thirteen hundred men, and picked up 
afterwards three hundred *Greezers” and Indians. Our 
entire force, ordered into line, numbered two hundred and 
two men; General Woll’s Mexican force was sixteen hun- 
dred. 

Saturday night we were marched to the Salado, and 
camped near midnight within six miles of San Antonio. 
Ilere we had much the advantage in the ground, if at- 
tacked, and during the night a council of war was held. 
The council decided that it would not be prudent to at- 
tack the enemy in his fortifications; but if he could be 
decoyed out to our own chosen ground, we could tie our 
horses back in the timber, out of range of his guns, 
and from behind the natural embankment make a success- 
ful battle, although the enemy numbered cight to our one. 

Sunday morning about sunrise Captain Ilays and Lieu- 
tenant McCulloch were placed in charge of thirty-cieht 
men, to approach San Antonio and lead the enemy ont. 
Out of two hundred and two horses only thirty-eight were 
found, by a committee appointed to examine them, fit for 
the expedition. My untrained, borrowed horse and his 
rider was selected to go on the trip. We reached a point 
& half mile from the old powder-house, aud about a mile 
from the city, between nine and ten o’clock, Sunday morn- 
ing. This was about the hour that I had for so many 
years been accustomed to repair to the house of God, and 
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my position in-such striking contrast gave me some anx- 
iety. Captain Hays and Lieutenant McCulloch, attended 
with six men, ieft us, with orders to be ready for any 
emergency. ‘They went down close to the Alamo, ani 
bantered the enemy for a fight; supposing that forty or 
fifty mounted men would be sent out, whom our ecaptiin 
intended to engage in battle. Contrary to this expecta- 
tion, four or five hundred cavalry turned out in hot pursuit. 
Hays soon approached with the command, ** Mount!” We 
moved off briskly through the timber, and as the Mexi- 
cans went round an open way, we were about half a mile 
ahead when we reached the prairie. They had about fifty 
American horses, in fine condition, captured from the citi- 
zens and members of the court, and our horses were ¢cou- 
siderably worn with the labor of the past seven days. 
During the first four miles we kept out of their reach 
without much difficulty. Two miles Isy stretched between 
us and our camp, and soon Lieutenant McCulloch, in charce 
of the rear guard, pressed close on our heels. - Hats. 
blankets, and overcoats were scattered aloug our track. 
No time then to pick anything up. ‘Lhe race was an exr- 
nest one; the Mexicans, toward the last, began to fire at 
our rear guard, Cdoing no damage. We reached the camp. 
and, when formed into line, every man was present, unhur'. 

The cavalry that had pursued us passed round to our 
rear on the prairie. About a half hour intervened, durin. 
Which time we refreshed ourselves and horses with water. 
Captain Jack IIays, our intrepid leader, five feet ten inclies 
high, weighing one hundred aud sixty pounds, his black 
eyes flashing decision of character. from beneath a tit 
forehead, and crowned with beautiful jet black hair, wes 


soon. mounted on his dark bay war-horse and on the war- 
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path. Under our chosen leader, we sallied out and skir- 
mished with the enemy at long range, killing a number 
of Mexicans, and getting two of our men severely wounded. 
In a short time they retired, and we fell back to the main 
command. 

jetween two and three o’clock in the evening, General 
Woll appeared with all his infantry, cavalry and artillery 
spread out on the. prairie in our rear, and between us and 
our homes. As we stood in line under the brow of the hill, 
the brave Caldwell informed us that he could never sur- 
render to General Woll; that he had just returned from 
the Santa Fe expedition, and that it would be certain death 
to be taken in arms the second time. Te urged us to make 
up our minds to fight it out, and even if it required a hand- 
to-hand combat, the white flag would not be raised. Closing 
this earnest address, he invited me to make a speech to the 
men. As well as my memory serves me I spoke as 
follows : — 

‘**Gentlemen, — We are now going into battle against 
fearful odds, — eight to one, — and with artillery all on the 
euemy’s side. The artillery can’t harm us under this bank. 
We have nothing to fear as long as we can prevent them 
from coming to a hand-to-hand fight. IXeep cool; let us not 
shoot as they advance on us till we can see the whites of 
their eyes; and be sure to shoot every man that has an 
vilicer’s hat or sword. This will prevent them from coming 
into close quarters. Let us shoot low, and my impression 
before God is, that we shall win this fight.” 

Just at this time the cannon fired, and the grape shot 
struck the tops of the trees. The Mexicans now advanced 
upon us, under a splendid putf of music, the ornaments, 
guns, spears and swords glisteniug in plain view. Captain 
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Hays’ attention, as they drew near, was directed to the fact 
that they were intending to flank us above, and pour a rak- 
ing fire down our line. Accordingly, ten men, with double- 
barrel shot-guns, were detached, and stationed above to pre- 
vent it. Some of the Mexican infantry were within thirty 
feet of us before a gun was fired. At the first fire the 
whole of them fell to the ground. My first impression 
was that they were all killed. Soon, however, all that 
were able rose to their feet, but showed no disposition 
to advance further upon our line. Nota sword nor officer's 
hat made its appearance after we had been fighting five 
minutes. The ground on which we stood was of such a 
character that we could step back two or three paces and 
stand straight up to load our guns. The battle lasted buat 
a little while. General Woll was at his cannon on the top 
of the hill, looking on; his artillery was of no use, being 
right in the rear of his infantry, and our men sheltered by 
the embankment. He could see his men falling while the 
Texans were entirely out of sight. The horn sounded a 
retreat, and the Mexicans ran away in great confusion. 
It was with great difficulty that the Texans were prevented 
from pursuing. 

As the firing ceased along our line, the roar of artillery 
and rifles was heard in the rear of the Mexican army. We 
understood at once that the engagement was with reinforce- 
ments, making their way to relieve us. By the time we 
were up and in order to go to their assistance the firing 
ceased, and we knew that the Mexicans were successful. 

Captain Dawson from Lagrange, on the reception of 
Colonel Caldwell l 


's dispateh, raiscd a company of fifty-two 
men, including himself, and came up in time to hear our 
guns in the fight just described. The Mexicans, being be- 


tween us, diseovered him on the open field and surrounded 
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him. Ile rallied his men in a grove of mesquit bushes, 
and fought with such desperation that the Mexicans 
withdrew from the range of his guns and turned the 
artillery upon him. As there was no chance to escape, and 
no chance to do the enemy any damage, under the murderous 
fire of the cannon, he raised a white flag. The men threw 
down their guns, and for a while the Mexicans disregarded 
the surrender, and continued to send the missiles of death. 
Captain Dawson was cut down with the flag in his hand. 
When the firing had ceased, thirty-five Texans out of fifty- 
two lay dead on the field; fifteen were spared, and held 
fs prisoners; two made their escape. My eldest son was 
one of the prisoners. This little body of men punished the 
Mexicans severely, during the engagement with small arms, 
before the artillery was turned upon them. 

General Woll reassembled his forces about one hour by 
sun, and standing on his cannon where it was first planted, 
in plain view and in our hearing, made a glowing 
speech to his men. The huzzas from the Mexican army 
were mournful in our ears. We believed then, what we 
afterwards knew to be true, that our friends and relatives 
from the Colorado were the sufferers. We could not reach 
him with our guns, and it would not do to expose ourselves 
on the prairie. The Mexicans moved off towards San 
Antonio about sunset, and spent the night carrying in and 
burying their dead in the city. A large number was killed, 
the exact estimate it was impossible for us to make. 
Caldwell lost only one man killed; no prisoners; three 
wounded. 


Lhe night was passed upon the battle-ground, -—— dark. 
7 


anxious nicht to me. I learned that my son, A. iT, Morveil, 
was in the company defeated the evening before in our 


heating. Was he dent? Was he a prisoner in the bands 
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of our crucl oppressors? were questions that revolved 
through my mind all night long. Three men volunteered to 
go with ine to the ‘‘ Mesquit battle-ground,” and at day- 
light we were in our saddles. My colonel and captain 
cautioned me to be careful, as the enemy would certain'y 
keep out spies; but the time for caution and fear with me 
had about passed. At sunrise we were on the fatal spot, 
examining carefully for the lost son, while two of my col- 
leagues stood guard. Thirty-five dead bodies of friends ny 
scattered and terribly mangled among the little cluster of 
bushes on the broad prairic. I recognized the body of 
nearly every one. Ilere were twelve men, heads of families, 
their wives widows, and their chi:dren orphans; and here, 
too, lay dead the bodies of promising sons of my neighbors. 
The body of my son could not be found. ‘The place was so 
horrible that two of the men with me rode away. One 
remained on guard while I continued my examination. A 
number of bodies were turned over betore I could recognize 
them. One or two of my neighbors’ sons were so bud. 
mangled that I could not recognize them ut all. Supposing 
that one of these might be my son, I examined their fect 
for a sear that he had earried from childhood. By this time 
Iwas satisfied that he had either escaped or was among the 
prisoners. I then drew a pencil from my pocket, and took 
down the names of the dead, so that I might make a cor- 
rect report to the bereaved. 

The unfortunate man of Caldwell's command who was 
killed on Sunday was buried with the honors of war on 
Moaday. Ils grave was dag with bowie-kn.ives. During 
the fight, some indians who came out with tbe Mexican 
army approached his horse, tied carelessly some distance 
from the horses of our command, and he left his pest, 
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against the order of his captain, and attempted to save his 
horse. He killed three of the Indians in the combat, and 
finally they killed him, and carried off the horse. This all 
occurred in plain view; but we were forbidden to go to his 
relief, as-he had disobeyed orders. 

Tuesday morning our little company of two hundred and 
two had increased to five hundred. A messenger from San 
Antonio announced that the Mexicans had left for the west 
that morning, carrying the prisoners with them. The ques- 
tion of burying our dead. who fell under Captain Dawson 
and with him, came up. We had neither axe nor hoe, and 
finally decided to pursue the retreating enemy, regain if 
possible the prisoners, and at some future day gather up the 
bones of our dead and bury them at Lagrange. This was 
afterwards done, and a monument placed over them. 

Orders were given at once, and preparations made to pur- 
sue the retreating enemy. The Honorable Judge [Temphill 
accompanied me to San Antonio, to look after news from 
inv bov, while the main army crossed the river above, and 
went directly in pursuit of General Woll. We visited Mrs. 
Jakes and the English minister’s wife, Mrs. Elliot, who had 
a list of the prisoners’ names. My son, A. II. Morrell, was 
certauin'y among them. The Mexicans had robbed ‘hem of 
their clothing ; 


it his shirt-sleeves. Mrs. Elliot took a green blankei-coat 


my son, on his arrival in San Antonio, was 


of of her son, and put it on mine. This coat, he after- 
wards said, was the means of saving his life. My son was 
reported by these ladies as carrying a wound from.a lance 
in the engagement, though not serious. After he surren- 
Gered two Mexicans pursued him with lances. As a lance 
Was hurled at him, be dodged it, but as it passed it glanced 
his left arm, near the shoulder. He only saved his lile by 
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running in this defenceless condition round the horse of the 
Mexican colonci; Corasco, who drew his sword and drove 
bis pursuers from him. We procured some provisions, what 
powder and lead our horses could carry with safety, and 
overtook Colonel Caldwell, camped on the Madina, some 
tweuty-five miles from the city. 

Wednesday evening, September 21, the Texan army came 
up with General Woll’s rear-guard at the HWondu. WHerea 
trap was laid for us. Our spies were out, right and left of 
the road and in advance. The rear-guard of the Mexicans 
was in the bottom, in a bend of the creek, and concealed. 
The Mexican general had offered five hundred dollars for 
the head of Captain Hays, and just at this time he came 
very near losing it. With all his vigilance he was here sur- 
prised. Luckey, a noble man, was riding by his side, on a 
finer-looking horse than Hays, and was shot through the 
right breast, the ball coming out at the point of the right 
shoulder. Ilis horse ran about one hundred yards, and lef 
his wounded rider on the ground. Captain Hays requested 
me to go to his relief, as he feared he was killed. Like all 
other severely wounded men, he at once cried for water. 
Judge Hemphill fortunately had some at hand, and it was 
given him. Luckey did not die, as we feared he would, but 
survived this severe wound, and was afterwards a member 
of the Senate of the Republic. 

By this time Colonel Caldwell had formed a line of bat- 
tle, and as no one would volunteer to take care of Luckey, 
amin was detailed. <A fight was at hand, and every man 
Was aware of it, and ready for action, A call was muade 


for volunteers, to increase Captain Hays’ company to one 


hundred men, for the purpose of charging the canned 


planted on the roud four hundred yards in front. General 
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Mayfield made a speech for volunteers, but not a man re- 
sponded. He was a man of ability, and could make a good 
speech, but his was the ‘“ voice of a stranger.” Colonel 
Caldwell knew his men, and knew that speeches were not 
so much in demand as example. He knew that my son 
was a prisoner in the enemy’s lines before us, and that 
Z. N. Morrell’s soul was fired as it never had been before. 
My colonel requested me to ride down the lines, and en- 
courage the men to come out. I galloped to the lower end 
of the line, with my old fur cap in my hand, recognizing 
and being recognized by almost every man I passed. 
The feelings of that moment need no description. They 
could not be described. My dear boy was upon the hill, 
perhaps in irons, and unless that cannon was charged and 
silenced, the sad news must be borne to his mother, that 
our Aflen was in chains, in a Mexican dungeon. ITalting 
in an eligible position, so as to be seen and heard by al- 
most the entire command, I waved my fur cap, and spoke 
about as follows : — 

‘** Boys, — You have come out here from one to two hun- 
dred miles from home, to hunt the elephant. He has been 
running from you for two days. We have got him in close 
quarters, just up on that hill, We want forty men to join 
IInzys’ company. With one hundred men, we can success- 
fully charge and capture the cannon, and turn the grape 
shot the other way. The old fellow can’t hurl his missiles 
of death at us more than two or three times before we 
will stop his breath. Besides, the prisoners —” and as 
{ steod pointing my finger voices were heard along the 
fines, * Come, boys, we will go with him.” More than the 
number called for were soon in line and ready for the 
charge. 


ete a 





: . ‘ 
sti” } . ; 
whe 


——a 


ieee ae 


- . f ; 
Hitol it “itl WHIM wrohay 
Ceres 3) ee P 4 


Gis ‘tw! Uber hsvnas wari] ui W008 Bick 




















“ ee 


Cunt rouge m1 was ho: nate + pies pos sid oh 
row ehivasaya 4h) woud ban aotts eid womd a Towle) 
wa lads “ae a .a! Wigs ep: ‘bambi docs 2 
IQ , Ah Pe beet, 65 at, 8 19 arly ut soaceht' bene 
eat bel ersw Men beri any lioa2 minnie! 

7 , gc PH foxolos YD 

Tov schh Gt f Hc aes, . wiO 91909 6 1 om odt oem 000 
} Ow L «du if ¥ie Th Bo 7 y hlo Ver : ieee alt dt 
aq Dey! yee ‘donate yd seein atin: galod’ be 
! Ngo om heen tact 1 Yo eyitilest s a 


: im = Ala 
rrcatis ay! You Lan yl e mio od ton R oOo 


winds any gonans todd seslay bun enoti ni eqe 3g 
teiere 4 oy sated od genni eve at hee old sheons sti y 
ooh aMielt 2 ni eatads af sae metiK wo 
hivsedt hate aeae. ad 8 o@ ,wabsi ROL] oldigife fie at 
ban .qre wt wr Boren } . Ditteanmes out ‘olf teoi m1 $y % 














r a 
9 


—: eroliot ee a oda 
1 (TOT. oi a SHIO2 9 fad oot = 2108 -> 
ekd OH dalle odd Jocdot jomad wot eolim how 
i ei eynt owt 1) poy mon pninaet — 
Aidt tedt ao qe vr mrohienp 
row ton hethund ono M0 “CMLATMI09 ‘eel 
avd bet ya orrhiyay bas orm “4h = . 

wal Sgeo wolist), blo oAT Enw peters cz 
tod enmit: gawadlt te ons msady IOUT ER dn —_ 


; ‘ ith 
TF senan etl bide be Fie{ ‘aah eohieadl hig mid ei 3 





— 


‘ t 


- roe Vat Bei pes: 
DG.“ aaihah He oy Hiw we ego hens 


awh vol 


PAR Pa 


eee 


een 


176 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


We had the greatest confidence in our chosen leaders, 
Hays and Henry McCulloch. Both were cool, daring men ; 
neither of them I suppose was over twenty-five years of 
age. Captain Hays was, by profession, a surveyor. IIis 
great courage and deliberation were first discovered while 
engaged in bis profession. Six men, with Hays as their 
leader, were out surveying a short time previous, when a 
body of Indians attacked them. The determined young 
surveyor, with compass in one hand and gun in the other, 
continued to take his observations, and at the same time 
fire upon the Indiaus every time they drew near. The 
work was not ceased tili the line was finished. This in- 
cident had much to do in securing his first position as 
captain. 

Henry McCulloch had always been among the foremost 
to meet the enemy on former occasions, as cool and daring 
as our captain, and greatly endeared to the men by his 
uniform kindness and social qualities. Te was not easily 
roused, but when stirred was powerfully wrought upon, 
and had not the fear of mortal man before his eyes. 

Under this leadership we faced that cannon, while re- 
ceiving orders when to discharge our guns, and at what 
point to countermarch, eagerly waiting the forward com- 
mand. At length the shrill, clear voice of our captain 
sounded down the line, —‘ Charge!” 

Away went the company up a gradual ascent in quick 
time. In a moment the cannon roared, but according to 
Mexican custom overshot us. The Texan yell followed the 
eannon’s thunder, and so excited the Mexican infantry. 
placed in position to pour a fire down our lines, that they 
overshot us; and by the time the artillery hurled its cants- 
ter the second time, shot-guns and pistols were freely used 
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by the Texans. Every man at the cannon was killed, as 
the company passed it. Mow many of the enemy were 
willed and wounded besides these, we had no means of as- 
eortaining.. Had the Mexicans charged us along the road 
we followed, and given us the position they occupied, but 
very few would have returned to tell the story ; but, strange 
tu say, they were so frightened that they entirely overshot 
us, killing only one horse, and wounding one man. My 
viend Arch Gibson, one of my nearest neighbors on the 
Guadalupe, who was riding on my right, lost his right 
cheek-bone. To prevent him from falling and being 
trampled to death, I threw my right arm round him, seiz- 
ing the rein of his bridle with my right and guiding his 
borse and twine at the same time, bore him safely to the 
rear, in a speecliless condition. His first ery was for 
water, which was furnished as quickly as possible. He re- 
covered from his wound, and was afterwards doubly my 
friend... 
The night was now coming on, and the firing ceased. 
Most of the men were anxious to charge the lines, and 
reach the prisoners at all hazards. Ben. McCulloch, who 
iad acted us captain in other engagements, a gallant and 
sale leader. but who frem some cause did not get into our 
organization in time to be placed in command, after an ex- 
&inination of the enemy’s position, advised that the attack 
ve postponed till morning. A sad night to me it was. 
Will the prisoners be retuken? Or shall they wear out a 
miserable existence, amidst the rattling of chains? God 
forbid that any minister of the blessed Jesus should ever 
“cain be driven to such desperation as I then felt! Twas 
brepaved for almost anything. as the morning will show. 
During the night General Woll moved off in our hearing, 
12 
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and in the morning at sunrise his drum sounded in my 
ears about six miles on the prairie beyond. The men were 
called up early in the morning, knowing that a council of 
war had been held, and that Caldwell was advised to lead his 
command in pursuit of the enemy. Feeling anxious to 
overtake the enemy early in the dav, lest the coming nicht 
might interfere with the capture, as on the evening before, 
I did all I could to assist both Hays and Caldwell to get 
the men ready. 

General Mayfield, who had made an unsuccessful speech 
the evening before, called the men around him and com- 
menced a harangue. He told them that we were in an 
enemy’s country, that the Mexicans more than doubled our 
number, and that General Woll was hourly expecting a 
large reinforcement. In the midst of these dangers he 
doubted exceedingly the wisdom of the pursnit. Tis design 
evidently was to kill time and discourage the expedition, 
in the same speech. My indignation now passed all boun:Jls, 
and it would not be too much to say that Twas absolutely 
furious. We had no command, and I had none; so that 
as private soldiers we were on equal footing. In the midst 
of his speech I interrupted him, saying that the time had 
passed for long speeches, and that I, for one, would be bet- 
ter pleased to hasten to the fight and recapture of the 
prisoner boys. I pointed to the baggage wagons and the 
cannon we had captured the evening before, and urged the 
pursuit. Seeing that the men were many of them about to 
waver, and being in perfect sympathy with my cause, the 
Honorable Judge Wemphill, and others of like spirit. wep? 
at my side. In spite of all that Colonel Caldwell, Capiuin 
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Hays, and others could do, the contest was abandoned. | 
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required at this time the combined strength of our litt: 
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army to compete with the enemy, and as Mayfield Lad suc- 
ceeded in intimidating quite a number of the command, it 
became necessary to give up the pursuit. General Woll 
reported to his government that he lost on this campaign 
six hundred men; so that at the time we allowed him to 
escape he did not have more than eight hundred men. 
Five hundred such Texans as ours could easily have killed 
and captured the whole army. This was certainly one of 
the most disgraceful affairs that ever occurred in Texas, and 
this I suppose is the reason why so little has been said of 
it in the public prints of the country. The poor boys were 
carried to prison and chains, and we saw not their faces 
again for two years. 

We now dispersed in small companies and took up the 
line of march for our respective homes. Gladly would I 
have hid myself from my neighbors, if duty would have 
permitted, rather than rehearse the sad story relative to 
their dead, and the manner in which they were necessarily 
left on the ‘* mesquit” battle ground to be devoured by 
the crow and the wolf. 

Heaven I hope has forgiven me for the animosity I felt 
towards the man that made the long speech. Twice after- 
wards he approached me in a friendly manner. The first 


‘ 
an) 
= 


time was on the return home. I replied to him by layin 
both my hands on my gun, forbidding him to speak another 
word. This may have been wrong, but I did it.* The 


second time he approached me was on the strects of 


* I relate this last incident, and some others, partly in self-defence, 
against the charges implied in some pleasant anecdotes told among 
my friends, in which there are exaggerations, and many things 
derogatory to ministerial character. Facts are given in all these 


Cases in accordance with the most rigid taxation of my memory. 
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Brenham, Washington County, Texas, years afterwards. 
God had caused my poor heart, in the mean time, to bow 
beneath the greatest affliction in life, and I tendered 
General Mayfield my hand, and endeavored to look forgive- 
ness, —I did not feel like talking. My wife was in the 
grave, hastened there prematurely, as I believed, by the 
grief of two years, in consequence of the chains her eldest 
child wore in a foreign land. When he questioned me as 
to my feclings towards him, faithfulness required me to say, 
that there were some wounds made in life that could not 
with safety be probed, even when they were old; and that 
this was one of them. 
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CHAPTLER,.X VI. 


AFFLICTION. — 1843. 


¥, ELDOM in the history of human affairs does a 
2%, people pass through a more gloomy period than 
we experienced in the fall of 1842. Widows 






among us wept and refused to be comforted ; 
mothers mourned in consequence of the imprisoned and 
dead, and there was anxiety lest the widow and orphan 
should suffer for bread. Our erops on the Guadalupe were 
all consumed, whether in the field or in the crib, by the 
passing soldiery, and to us signs appeared foreboding war 
on a large scale. As, however, a calm follows a tempest, 
and as sometimes the highest joy succeeds the deepest sad- 
ness, so Texas passed the last trials, in September, of an 
invasion of her territory by any large force of her enemies. 
Occasionally afterwards there were conflicts between: small 
parties, but this was the beginning of better days for the 
Republic. The dim rainbow of promised peace very shortly 
spanned the heavens, and as the sound of war eradually 
died away, the gospel trumpet sent her silvery notes across 
our plains. Ilenee, in the future, we will be permitted to 
record less of war, and more of religion. 

The monthly meeting was just at hand, and delegates 
Were appointed to the Union Association, to meet with the 
church at Washington, on the Brazos River. The church 
first organized there had disbanded, but another organiza- 
181 
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tion had been formed, under the ministry of brother William 
Tryon. Arriving at brother Farquahar’s, close by the place, 
we were informed that the association would not mec. 
The people and brethren at Washington, in consequence of 
the great poverty of the country, had decided that they 
could not sustain it. I felt considerably provoked, and 
gave vent to a little of my displeasure. L[aving just re- 
turned from the western campaign, where we had together 
starved three days at a time in defence of the countiy, 
patience under the circumstances was more than the breth- 
ren, in their charity, expected of me. My language, as well 
as I remember, was that ** A set of Baptists that could not 
live on beef alone, in times like these, through the short 
session of an association, were not worth shucks.” Breth- 
ren now would get offended with such talk; but we did not 
mind it much then. Ifa brother got alittle mad about any- 
thing we did, we just Iet him blow out, knowing that he 
would feel better when he got in good humor. We held a 
little conferenee with brethren Tryon, Baylor, and others, 
and called a meeting of the association at Mount Gilead, 
near the present locality of Brenham, Washington County. 

The association met at the place appointed on Saturday, 
the twenty-sixth of November, 1842. The business trans- 
acted and the acquaintances made at this meeting greatly 
encouraged us, notwithstanding the distressed condition of 
the country at large. 

Ifere I met for the first time Elder Hosea Garrett, just 
from South Carolina, his native State, whose face has 
appeared at nearly every session of the Union Association 
since, and whose counsel has been as wise, upon the whole, 
and received at the hands of the brethren as much consiu- 
eration, in all our deliberative bodies, as that of any other 
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man that ever came to Texas as a Baptist preacher. <At 
first, he was considered more modest and retiring in his 
manners than was best in such an era of our history; but 
with a warm and generous impulse he steadily maintained 
the dignity of the Christian character, and won his way to 
confidence and position. Although he did not enjoy the 
privileges of an early education, he possessed the rare qual- 
ity of good common sense. He has ever been the true and 
steady friend of our literary institutions, as all his past 
record shows; and although as aman, and asa preacher, he 
has at no period of our history appeared as a blazing comet, 
yet as a steadily shining star he has all the time faithfully 
reflected his borrowed light. 

Seven years with me had passed, — years of war, attended 
with frequent changes of plans and locations, — and, weary 
of frontier life, my mind led me to seek repose. The wel- 
fare of my helpmate required it. Her spirit was crushed 
by the previous loss of our elder daughter; and now that 
the elder son was In chains, and in the hands of a semi- 
savage peopie, her health was rapidly declining, and I could 
under these circumstances no longer join my countrymen in 
absences from home. My way was by no means clear. 
The church I first organized at Washiugton failed, and now 
the frontier church at Gonzales were scattered ; my farming 
and financial operations all had failed, and in the midst of 
my distresses, like Jacob, after the loss of Joseph and 
Suneon, and the demand for Benjamin also, I could but cry 


? 


out, * All these are against me;” and faith revealed no 
rerson why these things should fail to “ bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.’ We moved to tie 
city of Houston, and after a few weeks of patient search tor 


4 field of usefalness, in connection with means of support, 
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I located the family near the mouth of the Trinity River. 
Here I preached what I could among the scattered settle- 
ments, and waited the developments of the country. 

My cup was full of sorrow, but the I'ather of mercies and 
goodness determined that it was best for me and for his 
glory. to make it run over. The partner of my bosom sick- 
ened, suffered long, and died. The son she longed to sce 
again was seen by her no more on earth. She went to 
sleep with the clearest hopes of heaven. Had it been Goil’s 
will, I could then cheerfully have taken the three remaining 
children to join her and my Master on the other shore. 

In my age I have nerved myself, with the blessing of 
God, to write the trials of mine and others, endured in 
1842. Clouds of gloom hang so heavily around all the 
recollections of 1845, in the west, that I must leave its 
records to others. I can’t write them. 
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CUHAPIER AVI. 
DISSENSIONS AND TROUBLE IN EASTERN TEXAS. — 1843. 
S the star of empire has ordinarily made its way 


west, and as it has been a custom to go from west 
to east in search of light and civilization, it may 





‘appear strange to the common reacdler why Eastern 
Texas made slower progress, in its moral and religious 
developments, than Middle and Western Texas. West of 
the Brazos River, previous to 1843, we find a number of 
churehes organized, and an association of churches meeting 
annually, after 1840, with several earnest, consecrated 
preachers, It was three years after the Union Association 
was organized in Washington County before the Sabine 
Association was organized in Nacogdoches County. 

Although Elder Isaac Reed came to Texas and settled 
near the town of Nacogdoches in 1854, more than a year 
before I went to the west, and notwithstanding his ability 
as a preacher, his zeal and personal piety, no church was 
organized previous to 1838, and after this, for several 
years, but little success crowned the work of this good man 
and his associates. With Elder Reed I was personally 
acquainted, and labored with him in the western district of 
Tennessee. Le there served as moderator of an associa- 
tion; many baptisms and large success attended his minis- 
try there. As the common enemy did not distress by 
invasicns that part of the country where his labors were 
first given in Texas, there must necessarily have been some 
ip 185 
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reason otherwise why the cause he maintained advanced so 
slowly. The real cause certainly existed in the peculiar 
state of the society bordering on the east. Good people, 
it is true, lived there; but a large part of the population 
_ was less easily impressed with the gospel than the families 
in the west, who were constantly being driven from one 
point to another by the Indians and Mexicans. 

It is well known that a Jarge tract of the country north- 
west of Nacogdoches was in possession of the Cherokee 
Indians previous to 1839, with but few white settlers 
among them. It is also a notorious fact that all that por- 
tion of the country bordering on the Sabine River was for 
a great number of years known as neutral ground. The 
boundary line between Texas and the United States had 
not been definitely agreed upon. A large number of refu- 
gees and desperadoes infested this neutral territory. They 
crossed the Sabine River to escape justice in the United 
States, and recrossed it if pursued, for violations of law, 
by the Mexican authorities. The little river, winding its 
way through this neutral ground, was long considered the 
natural savior of thieves, and robbers, and murderers. x 
counterfeit spirit grew luxuriantly on that soil. In 1855, 
When the Texas land office was opened, and certificates 
began to make their appearance and gradually increase in 
value, this band of Satan commenced the manufacture of 4 
large amount of false certificates, which were sent west and 
put upon the market. The writer unfortunately purchased 
one of these certificates for a friend, for five hundred do:- 
lars. The society of that section was long cursed with the 
presence and influence of this band, which was compose 
of men of inicilizgence, and who were sworn enemies to 
morality and religion. Their imprints were left upon the 
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rising youth of the country, and it was not in the power 
of man to prevent it. 

In 1842, the scheme was exposed to the public gaze, and 
a contest opened between honesty and rascality, in Shelby, 
and the adjoining counties. Blood was spilled on several 
occasions, and the courts, instead of executing the laws, 
led for safety, leaving society in a fearful state of anarchy 
and confusion. A party of citizens arose in arms to check 
the infringements of the lawless bands roving through the 
country. This party, however, was only a mob, and prose- 
cuted their cause with so much zeal that great injustice 
was in some cases dealt out to innocent citizens. ‘These 
were called J?eguiators. Another body of men was soon 
organized, to oppose the extreme measures of the Regula- 
tors, and these were called Moderators. These parties con- 
tinued their strife for several years. It was almost impos- 
sible for any man to remain in that section of the country, 
without taking sides with one or the other of these parties. 
In 1844, General Houston sent a body of militia to the 
scene of action, which sueceeded in influencing the parties 
to lay down their arms and submit to the laws. Through 
all these secnes of bitterness and conflict a few earnest 
servants of the Most High toiled on, and with some suc- 
cess, 7" 

Eider Isaac Reed settled nine miles north of the town of 
Nacogdoches, in 1834, and preached as regularly as he 
could in that vicinity till 1858, when the Union Baptist 
Chureh, which stiil lives, was organized, with seven meim- 
hers, Ekler TR. G. Green assisted in the organization. 
Eider Reed, the pastor of this little flock. although fall of 
the mission spirit, was opposed to boards and imissionary 


Socicties, and the church, called Union, was at first op- 
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posed to missions. It afterwards became a missionary 
body, and is yet. 

Elder Asa Wright, who still lives in Western Texas, 
emigrated to Texas in 1839, and labored with the writer in 
the same year, on the Colorado, in that precious revival ut 
Plum Grove, where both his sons, J. V. and Win. T. 
Wright, were convicted of sin. He was a man of earnest- 
ness and power. Owing to the troubles visited upon the 
settlements in the Colorado valley, he moved back to the 
east the same year, and co-operated with Elder Isaac 
Reed. 

Elder Lemuel Herrin moved to Texas in 1841, and 
settled in Harrison County. Under his ministry a few 
Baptists were gathered together, and the Border church, 
Harrison County, was organized with eight members in 
1843. Brethren Herrin and Reed composed the presbytery 
at the organization. 

In the year 1839, the old Union church, in Nacogdoches 
County, enjoyed a revival meeting, under the labors of its 
beloved pastor; when quite a number were baptized, — the 
first ever baptized in the east. It will be remembered that 
the same year the writer was baptizing in the Colorado; 
and while the east and west joined hands under God in this 
glorious work, it is a question I cannot decide, whether Isanc 
Reed or Z. N. Morrell baptized the first candidate in Texas. 
In spite of the opposition of the prince of the power of 
the air, that worketh in the children of disobedience: in 
spite of his minions, thieves, counterfeiters and desperadocs ; 
and in spite of that reign of terror. during the career of 
regulators and moderators in the east, the gospel was made 
the power of God unto salvation, and Christ’s servants re- 


joiced in the midst of their trouble. Other churches besides 
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Border and Union were being erganized, and in 1845 there 
was a necessity felt for a general organization, which 
resulted in the formation of the Sabine Baptist Associa- 
tion. 

This body was organized in November, 1843, at the old 
Union church, in Nacogdoches County, with five churches. 
Messengers were present from Union and Mount Zion, 
Nucogdoches County; Border and Bethel, Harrison 
County; and Bethel, Sabine County. The ministers who 
took part in this organization were Isaac Reed, Lemuel 
Herrin, and Asa Wright. The churches composing this 
body were small, but among them was an aggressive 
element, notwithstanding the internal commotions from 
which they suffered. In 1846, their minutes show a mem- 
bership of three hundred, with Isaac Reed as moderator, 
and in 1847 they numbered five hundred and twenty-seven, 
with William Britton as moderator. While in the associa- 
tion and.among the churches west of the Brazos the ad- 
mirers of Alexander Campbell were giving us trouble, the 
brethren east of the Trinity were suffering sorely in con- 
sequence of the anti-missionary element. One extreme, if 
pressed persistently, usually begets another, and this fur- 
nished no exception to the rule. Antinomianism, founded 
on predestination and election, pressing -the eternal pur- 
poses of God, without the proper consideration of the 
means leading to the end, drove some brethren to the op- 
posite extreme, who, under the influence of Arminianism, 
waged a relentless war against their * iron jacket ” brethren. 
These opposing elements, both alike at war with truth, 
litally resulted in the dissolution of the Sabine Association, 
at its sixth or seventh session, held with Mount Olivet 
church, Cherokee County. The anti-missionary and tree- 
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will elements went off into small and separate organiza- 
tions. The mission element rallied under the auspices of 
the Soda Lake Association, which we will notice at the 
proper time. 

In 1844, a convention was called by the regular Predes- 
tinarian Baptists of the East, which met with the Antioch 
church, in Jasper County, on the eighth day of November. 
Five churches were represented in this convention, viz. :— 
Antioch, Louisiana; and Salem, Antioch, Harmony anid 
Mount Olive, Texas. This convention appointed, the same 
day, 1. committee to report articles of faith and a constitu- 
tion, which report was read and adopted on the morning of 
the ninth. The caption of the report read as follows: — 
“The Articles of Faith of the Louisiana and Texas Regu- 
lar Predestinarian Baptist Association.” 

Elder Levi A. Durham was their first moderator. Ile 
was a man of great originality; thought strictly for lim- 
self on all questions of theology, and boldly preached what 
he believed. I have met but few men in life so well versed 
in the Scriptures. He was a man full of zeal in advocating 
his views, and during my intercourse with him, I was favor- 
ably impressed with his personal piety. In 1845, about a 
year after the organization just alluded to, I met him at 
Owensville, in Robinson County, during the session of the 
court, brother R. E. B. Baylor presiding as judge. We 
preached alternately for several nights, and in these ser- 
mons discussed fully those points of doctrine relative to 
which we differed. ‘The judee and the bar manifested much 
interest in this discussion, giving us their regular and esr- 
nest attention. Tider Durham opposed, with all his mizht, 
all secret organizations, benevolent societies, and mission- 


ary boards, giving liis special attention to Baptist organt 
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zations that granted membership upon a moneyed basis. 
While he thus opposed the plans upon which we pro- 
posed to send missionaries into destitute fields, in the very 
widst of his opposition he would occasionally manifest as 
earnest a missionary spirit as those who clamored loudly 
for boards and money. He was not opposed to spreading 
the gospel, but the plan upon which we proposed to do it. 
That the association over which he presided should op- 
pose missionary organizations, we would naturally expect. 
The eleventh article of its constitution reads as follows : — 
* Having for years past viewed the distress that the fol- 
lowing institutions or societies have brought upon the 
churches, that is to say, Missionary Effort Societies, 
Bible, Baptist State Conventions, Temperance, Sunday- 
school Unions, Tract, Ministerial, Education Societies, and, 
in a word, all the human combinations and societies of the 
day, set up in order to advance the Redeemer’s kingdom, as 
inimical to the peace of Zion, and caleulated in their nature 
to cause schism; we therefore declare non-fellowship with 
all such.” 

The sixth annual meeting of this body makes a showing 
upon its minutes of only six churches, with a total mem- 
bership of seventy-three; Elder B. Garlington, moderator. 
The minutes of its tenth session, held with Salem church, 
Tyler County, show the same number of churches, and a 
smaller membership; Elder R. F. Gibson, moderator. It is 
painfal thus to witness the decline of churches, over which 
“ood and true men have the oversight. But as Christ when 
on earth was led by a mission spirit, and infused the same 
into his early followers, we should ever be impressed with 
e great truth that the Christian spirit is aggressive and 
consequently missionary. 








iw 


a 


Tm Wy 
-yibsot boremle qd asodt en ‘vertu oy cunaoleette na 
“i Losie od awe toa exw elt | 10 tore fine ob 


val todd senda ott) howslr tenq e1ngy 10% ‘gaivst 


ae if Even rr pin vet rp eet _qiderad 


aie Wh toe 
ett” 

























sey eat fo dw auger ecialey 


a 


. av, iets : re 
crow stk cl alike hieniseo on ener » 1 boa 
R: hi rs fi “yb Lire iP Bw hf cn £ uh ‘aoisinogge ott ¥ oo Je wt 


ATA S ? iw 


Pei pyre nh 4 ' i = : 
bivoda bohitteg sd doidw rove folfhiseedh oh a iT 


maciarevitnaubene lew aor petrol! sin negro Predotesin me0¢ 
ev ? f S im oe we i/'a¢ f rv, 7 wl 
i gobtiaiienoo elf Vo ssa asuovd of 1a 


¥ 


: e ; «elt 
ont ow i iW othe aaa od tod log - 


COC BFC HS ra “ oT 
oan thigedsl tad -eetelsoe to" enoitetiant ‘patrol 


—_ 

} | . ; - 
saitoinoA NON seinmdieail’ yyne of! eb badly’ (eanomnts: 
saline 49 peoyeneyent ii holtuer To) cals ve Hiqetl na 7 
7 ‘Hneihe wcholainilft Joa enoin food be 

af 2 Pi t ; oa 
ical fe mound aig en ' brow ail 
‘ - ye od {) ot AOD Fe ro ti (ya toe eval 
aT 1. ee 


‘alatnvino nw ,woiS Yo oakogy dt od tbladal 


7 ? 
nit AY * ee 4 i OY 
pre ph + Ce ws { yo.) GPO T a 7 ‘ isLe idfoa oan ; mis : 


ar se ffT let ryrit dtxie odT 5 


‘ * ; a > Se 
’ . ae 7 if TT? a] . 
ences latod a it aoe 712 YO TOES rth ay Boe 
"PEt Pak v baat 7 ' ’ . ra 
rs . 4 P tte | , 7! “ 
ante bor OP? sa wStio 5 Oo js" u9ro8 10 at is . 
) oe ~ 4 ” 
be tthe helen opeerter Hos ast 1 eotnit ion oof 
Fie : ie 
’ ¢ . ty - ¥ wy 4 WO? la edu HOD "9 
‘ , wee ’ 4 
mi al st 97 UG) MONEE 004 wi ak GOR : qhtenodfenont 0h 
f Hee | iif 
iaishy "1 14 1s? ; by ) sine ro 
spate tebih) on dere Les on 
r whe { r ; t, ' re 12 ; y 
ne ™ ' dit 






rishi Teseenenie onl yore Piinin ae rd 


bite apieeuvonn Bt Menhege” aint? el’ oil } teild 


’ iy ad 
os 
7 





) pe, j ‘ i j j ' 
4 * 5 r. q an ¥ ‘i 7 , | ; 
Ay 1 7 i ; 
A ae ; oh 
5 P a ce TaN aye Wal are 





192 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


The extreme measures adopted by these brethren in 
their opposition to all mission organizitions drove other 
brethren off to the other extreme, even iato fanaticism, un- 
der the name of * Free Will Baptists.” 

These gave man more to do than the Bibie allowed, 
while the others placed less upon his shoulders than it re- 
quired of him. ‘The exact date of the organization of the 
“Free Will Missionary Baptist Association” I cannot 
give, but the minutes of October, 1850, show that it met 
with the Ayish Bayou church, in San Augustine County, 
Elder G. W. Slaughter as moderator. The churches com- 
posing the association in 1850 were four, — Ayish Bayou, 
Bethel, Milam and Sardis. So zealously did these brethren 
advocate instrumentalities, that the following resolution 
appears in the minutes alluded to: — 

“© Resolved, That this association recommend to the 
prayerful consideration of all the friends of the Redeemer, 
that, in place of building tents out of wood on such oeca- 
sions, each head of a family make a tent of cloth, and 
take their wagon, with forage enough to feed their horses 
for a few days, und enough of light diet to feed their fami- 
lies, and approach the door of the sanctuary, as the Isracl- 
ites did the tabernacle, and take God at his word, and lay 
hold of his promises, and sce if he will not pour you out « 
blessing, that will fill your heart with gladness, and make 
you rejoice in place of mourn when you come to press 3 
dying pillow.” 

Trembling under a sense of their responsibility, and 
aroused by the inactivity of their predestinarian brethren 
in their very midst, the messengers of these four churcacs 
passed a second resolution in favor of inissionary combins- 


tions and extensive operations : — 
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“ Resolved, by this association, That it is our prayerful’ 


desire to see three thousand six hundred missionary boards 
vrganized in our bounds, and see flowing therefrom, as a 
river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God, one 
hundred and seventy thousand itinerant preachers, such as 
Paul and Silas, going forth in the name of Israel’s God, 
conquering and to conquer, till iniquity becomes ashamed 
and hides its head. Then will the church of the living 
God come together like Solomon’s temple, without the sound 
of a hammer.” 

Distressed by what they termed illiberality on the part 
of the Regular Predestinarian Buptists, touching church 
order and the atonement, they aspired to an enlarged lib- 
erality, and passed another resolution : — 

* Resolved, That the ministers and deacons of other as- 
sociations are respectfully invited to be in attendance in 
all our churches and incetings that are convenient, and that 
all Christian ministers shall receive a cordial welcome in 
our stands, at any time, of every denomination.” 

But little progress was ever made by this organization. 
The leaders and foliowers alike possessed a zeal without 
knowledge, and if they have maintained an organization in 
later years, I have been unable to find any published state- 
ments of the fact. 

The reasons now are plain to every reader why the cause 
of Christian missions and education in the east made such 
little progress, previous to 1850, among the Baptists. The 
faith and practice held by some of the most influential early 
tuinisters, as shown in this chapter, had much to do with it. 
The terrible social disorders through which they passed, 
previous to 1844, and the bitterness that followed for years 
afterwards, were obstructions of great magnitude. The 
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conflict of extremes that hung around the early churches, 
and the old association, at every mecting, were impediments 
calculated to discourage and prevent organized effort; and 
in some parts of the east, till this day, these old influences 
are still at work, greatly hindering the prosperity of the 
churches. No people, in any country, free from persecu- 
tions unto death, have struggled against more formidable 
difficulties in the way of progress in building up the Baptist 
cause than these people, and yet a large number have held 
steadily on to old landmarks of doctrine and aggressive 
practice, as will be seen in the future devolopment of their 
history as a denomination. 



















paren aust % S09 


in te sos u 


wie 7 220TH fe ys! YTS dusveng vera wick 


i 


Lo “yithrocpomrtng elt sitttolatd efter 19 iow te” 


} “deny “moth gov ‘ieeaibion yin ne och pen. on # | 

| Nieesct otrodtt eniege bufygitte oval (ites ob otatt 2 enor 
| Bh vitentl odd qn geihiind ut eestgoiq ‘lo yaw ont Bites < 
oF bid ovnd todemnte opel 6 ter hen pene vx] 9 oeolt meld oan be 


' ovizeorpas ban mrt tw salicabusl blo of fo ibaeta ry 


iy & ' ‘odd bo tooegehiveh orient elt .oi mooe sd iw es ooitanrg 


if 
cy i i a Lae Ofc OOS) &. 
4 fi K Ke 
i 
f 
i 
i 
iy 
a s 
t —* 

it 
' 

' 

’ 
¥ e } we i, 
( py 
‘ | ae 7 4 
¥ 
Ny ee . 
¥ 





IPs rR ABR TIT, OT) tN 


Gh we om YLT, 
ORGANIZATION IN MIDDLE TEXAS. — 1844, 


(Se IIE prospect of an early settlement of the difficulties 
between Texas and Mexico was very favorabie in 


a im the United States was receiving the earnest atten- 





the beginning of 1544. The question of annexa- 


tion of both governments, and emigration to the Repubtic 
was determined upon and put into execution on an exien- 
sive scale. The government, through her agents, under the 
pacification policy of Géneral Houston, formed a treaty of 
peace with a number of the most hostile and troublesome 
tribes of Indians. Our finances, under this administration, 
Were in a far better condition, and everything indicated 
better state of things. 

Emerging from eight years of war and reviewing the 
Scenes through which I had passed, disappointments, re- 
movals, afllictions, in person and family, and the loss of 
every crop I planted, my path appeared behind me through 
deep waters and fiery trials. The waters had not overtlowed 
me, and the fires had not consumed me, and with a heart 
full of gratitude to Him who walked inthe presence of Neb- 
uchadnezzar, with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, inthe 
midst of the fiery furnace, and who, walking upon the water 
himself, cauzht the hand of a sinking Peter and restored 
him to his place, I buckled my armor on, and, with a fixed 
determination to fight his battles while I lived, went fori 
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in what I supposed to be the line of duty. With a full reali- 
zation of the fact, that the sparse settlements would very 
soon be popnlous neighborhoods, in need of churches and a 
regular ministry, I sold out my little estate at the mouth of 
the Trinity, and gave myself exclusively to the work, com- 
mencing at the Providence church, Washington County. 
Here I met my son, A. H. Morrell, concerning whose 
capture by the Mexicans under General Woll, in 1842, I 
have written in another chapter. Tor nearly two years he 
had been absent as a prisoner, during most of which time 
he was wearing chains in Perote, Mexico. In 1842, in con- 
sequence of the brutal treatment of American prisoners in 
Mexico, Texas requested the appointment, by the United 
States, of a special minister to visit Mexico, As the cap- 
tives had many friends about the capitol who arged the 
assistance of the United States, President Tyler appointed 
General Waddy Thompson, who promptly repaired to Mex- 
ico; and through the influence of this minister my son and 
a number of others were released, carly in 1844, and sent 
to New Orleans. On his arrival he of course rejoiced in 
being permitted to walk unmolested the streets of an 
American city; but, nevertheless, in his ragged and penni- 
Jess condition, he needed friends, and found them. Of 
whatever sin I may have been guilty in the past, God has 
saved me, inthe midst of my trials, from the sin of ingrati- 
tude. Gratitude lingers in my bosom still to my old friend 
and brother, Il, C. McIntyre, of Brenham, Washington 
County, Texas, for the kind attentions rendered my boy, in 
providing comfortable quarters for him in the city, and lend- 
ing pecuniary aid in his passage to Texas; also to Elder 
Whipple, of the Methodist Episcopal church, for pecuniary 
assistance on his trip from Iouston to Washington Counly. 








rece 
nth ¢ ont of 


“he awe hipaa) sieddaiie borage old an ptt add” 






























. 4 ban solos Shy bade ni .ehoodrod parse ingqog, of g008 
m4 to divont oft Ye ofaten siiil var ino hig oT eth 
4 ae ' 4 Hie f ‘ 1m } ' Fa cat) ae 
; : . } eye vers oT a 
i) = anes Siow abbot vivvieuinns Yoryiy STAQ } pe i 
7 | Ey ib P 


“4 IHD 9 seobirotl oft, sa galoe yess sot 


| i Lat oscatw Ganrreped (femelle 6H A .oa-ver ven pf e190 — 
i! + , : J (i 7 
. i I se a : ‘ 7, ol ii In ‘Natty. ) +f Ayey r olf ie yd pa : 2 


et | ae wl wines y CURRIE 64 .Stends tetloan ha notin Morte i 
| | ; eet In aod ors , 


: iia f i} ma} iy rte | # et 
: r af ee w — i : sila ; 
- 3 it £3) qo any & irs ; OWA at se .. eniei o ) goinde enw © i 


tu B 1 #IOMORTH] anobranh TO 3095 et Latin t lo oonsnpoe 
hy hott oft ih aaemiintogqe oi aeoupan 1 a ae 
86st bd) 2A Voice Bieiv of yeleintar [niooqe?a te! eons 
wit ow Totiqes ol) tuoda ebtottt yonte Rat earid 
ry oa oluiogeys 917) tetaprt sinse hosing oll 16 onanteies 
i é COlL OF LOL OePat Peeen Oni er 0a ot baw lerenad | 
pe rip ety 14 iter ed) Yo socentini ad Aynoritt foe’ joat “ve 
in ,heOL at Blane fe log grow etoillo To a ‘a 


om ? 
“) bevsletor semoe Yo od ievivm eid nO etinihO Wei et oy 

c e ag \ : f y 
| ot: Pyateol isn Ainw ‘ol hostiaroe! yaiod a" 
of} rey foes Moon 1 wiil Ay Peale bye rod ‘ i To) (noite eft 


YO Vevod? bowdt han eheesitt beheor of Pris: ‘eeal 


; “ayy i 


’ 
’ 


cil | tenet ott af vility wood oved yar Ff ie 
I t] d m 
i =f] sett 10 Hite o if i i it see 4 10 5 ie old ini (oat in " 
oe ; | . j oi hilo ¥ ttt © bi bi: Lie wt yee ut Bye eit 4 obanier: pi 
a . | eo tneritle SW yndqentl Yo ,orgtetoll/, an ae vorktotd! ces 


) ae ii Nod vin horse vomiaagtin faa oily yo? ean it «sao? 
a nie , f D _ _ 


t P é che bs my ro! want ‘ ' eer rf ies oe “c 
“OD tt Pa ET HT TE FO? StS ta Oo: faba! ates HO 
ra 7 Ait “sind, 1 : . henden a ny 
a ea ih ee A ot ala 
q | : ee rte One eit r: U ay eur o “et Ud mii gist itt hin 







TM LAL iva ny 7M a atv youl , b «ye oe 1a dae 
7 oe Nni6D io au ite ot noseuall a aos 
v iy Pies 


“1 ect | Shae a cee le OY Se Le re 
ee ae na i eek yy 


PDEA NS 





e 

F 
: 
f 
t 

H 
| 
i 
¥ 
' 
f 
; 
t 
t 


EIN EA Pore 


ORGANIZATION IN MIDDLE TEXAS. 197 


The emotions with which I met my boy cannot be described, 
and only those can appreciate them who have been in like 
circumstances. 

Before deciding which should be the field of my labor, I 
felt inclined to revisit the valley of the Colorado, and com- 
mune with the brethren at Plum Grove and surrounding 
country. Here everything was wearing a brighter prospect. 
Immigration was lending encouragement to the little bands 
of Christ’s disciples, and the progress of Christianity and 
civilization in that lovely country was plainly visible. 
Elder R. E. B. Baylor, then residing at Lagrange, accom- 
panied me to Colonel Richard Jarman’s, some seventeen 
miles south-east, where we preached for several days and 
organized a church. One was received for baptism, and 
after an urgent solicitation on my part brother Baylor con- 
sented to administer the ordinance. He may have admin- 
istered the ordinance before, but the impression on my 
mind is that it was the first. Greatly encouraged with 
the prospect, religiously, west of Brazos, my mind was im- 
pressed strongly that my labors were in demand in the 
county of Montgomery, which then extended from the 
Brazos to the Trinity River, and embraced at that time all 
that territory now included in the counties of Grimes, 
Walker, Madison.and Montgomery. 

I visited, as rapidly as I could, a number of the most im- 
portant points in this region of country, the present 
locality of Anderson, Colonel Shannon’s, Montgomery, 
Danville and Huntsville, inquiring after Baptists, and con- 
sidering the facilities and difficuities relative to a general 
oreanization. ‘The country was being rapidly settled, and 
lurge congregations met us at every point. Many of the 
difficulties, related in connection with organization cast 
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and west, were met with in what we call middle Texas, 
Although these Baptists had no discipline save the New 
Testament, and, in keeping with the true church in all ages 
of the Christian history, rejected the traditions of men, aud 
insisted upon organization under the revealed laws of 
Christ, yet, coming as they did from so many different locali- 
«ties, and surrounded in the new country with such a diver- 
sity of interests, they were all full of notions. Times and 
localities for organizations, with some slight differences on 
doctrines, furnished the grounds of disagreement ; but gen- 
erally there was an earnest desire manifest to organize 
churches and secure the privileges of a regular ministry. 
Outside of Galveston and Houston there was not, at tls 
time, a single Baptist church between the Trinity and 
Brazos Rivers, from their springs in the mountains to the 
Gulf of Mexico, that I had then, or yet have, any know!l- 
edge of, unless there was near Springfield a little anti- 
missionary organization, and my impression is that this 
body was formed at a later day. 

Elder James Iluckins came as a missionary to Galveston 
in 1840, and on the thirtieth day of June, the same yenr, 
constituted the church in Galveston, with twelve members. 
He was appointed to labor in the cities of Galveston an 
Houston. Onthetenth day of April, 1841, he organized the 
church in Houston, with nine members. 

On my first trip through the country referred to, I mct 
with Dr. R. Marsh, the old Baptist preacher, with whom [ 
met in 1837, in Iloustou, and who was, with me and others, 
a member of the Vigilance Committee, organized the same 
year. He was then and had been living for two or three 
years in the vicinity where Danville is now located. [le 
was over seventy years of age, and as his memory was full- 
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ing, had to be reminded by the brethren of his appointments. 
He had been in earlier life a man of ability as a preacher, 
and at this time, when he could fill his appointments, 
preached with a considerable degree of system and power. 
I labored with him in that vicinity frequently, during the 
year, and assisted in the organization of a little church, 
ite in the season. The date of this organization I do not 
remember. It was dissolved in a few years, and reorgan- 
ized by brother Creath, at Danville. 

The church at Huntsville is the oldest in middle Texas, 
and was organized by Elders Thomas Horsely and Z. N. 
Morrell, with eight members, on the sixteenth day of Sep- 
tember, 1844. T. G. Birdwell and wife are the only mem- 
bers now living who were in the organization. But few 


_ churches in the history of Baptists have muintained their 


organization so long and amid so many trials as the church 
at Huntsvilie. The writer served as pastor one year after 
the organization, and although the church has enjoyed the 
pastoral care of some of the best preachers that ever came 
to the State, —the zealous and untiring J. W. D. Creath ; 
the prudent and far-secing G. W. Baines; the clear- 
headed and warm-hearted 8. G. Obrien, — yet, at different 
times, it has passed through ordeals that tested severely 
the faithfulness of its membership. Under it all, and 
through it ali, it lived, and yet lives, to bear testimony for 
Christ. My association with this church as its first pastor, 
and the cords of friendship and fellowship woven in after 
years between my heart aud the hearts of many of the mem- 
bers of that community, have always caused my prayers to 
asvend for that flock. 

The trials through which we passed, previous to the or- 
ganization, were only second to those endured at Washing- 
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ton, in 1837. There was no organized effort to prevent tle 
public ministry of the word, but a spirit of disorganization 
met us at the very beginning. Elder James Parker, tlie 
zealous advocate of what he called ‘ primitive order,” 
who was the brother of the famous Daniel Parker of “ two- 
seed” notoriety, was preaching in the vicinity, and labor- 
ing to organize upon principles opposed to the mission 
work. With his principles and doctrines all dyed in waters 
of Antinomianism, he put forth the strength of his entire 
influence in opposition to organization upon correct princi- 
ples. On the ground was another Baptist preacher, by the 
name of McClenny, who was in his views decidedly mis- 
sionary, and willing to aid in organizing; but he was un- 
fortunately, at the time, engaged in a terrible lawsuit; 
his enemies charging him with being accessory to murder. 
While it was not our business to decide upon his guilt or 
innocence, he was evidently not ‘of good report amonz 
them that are without,” and with all his affability and ap- 
parent humility he was an embarrassment to us instead of 
assistance. Last, but not least, was Elder R. G. Green, 
who aided, in 1858, Elder Isaac Reed in the organization 
of the Old Union church, the first in Eastern Texas. I 
knew him in Tennessee, both as a lawyer and as a minis- 
ter, when he was in good standing in a Baptist church. 
Trouble assailed him of a domestic character, and, giving 
way to evil, he became a wreck in Texas. On his arrival 
in Huntsville, and previous to any disorder on his part that 
we knew of, he was solicited to preach, and did so on sey- 
eral occasions. Tis talents commanded for him the respect 
of the community, for his ability was second to but few. 
But while in the enjoyment of this respect and contidence, 


the remembrance of his troubles in the old State drove him 
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fo madness. Alas! he visited the ante-chamber of the pit, 
sought to quench his trouble with liquid firé, and, in his 
struggle with John Barleycorn, was wallowed like a brute 
in the streets. With all his education, he walked through 
the town in his frenzy, and, in the presence of the people, 
imagined himself a steam engine, to the great amusement 
of the wicked, and to the great mortification and discour- 
agement of the few pious souls who panted for an organ- 
ized effort against the powers of darkness. 

There were about twenty persons in what is now called 
Walker County calling themselves Baptists; but it seemed 
almost impossible to get enough of them together who were 
willing to organize. Satan laughed at us in our efforts, 
and stirred up his imps in human form to tantalize us, by 
pointing at fashionable Baptist women in the ballroom, 
running the giddy round, excited by music, among some of 
the most abandoned characters. They probably did not 
know the real: character of some of those who took them by 
the hand, in the midst of the whirl and the dance; but 
they ought to have known it. Troubles of vast amount 
have been met with in the history of many Baptist churches 
in Texas, in consequence of lax discipline with those who, 
by their actions, testify that they love the ballroom better 
than they love the church of Christ. The experience of the 
past should be warning for us in future. Who but a 
pioneer preacher can appreciate the embarrassments and 
feelings of fearful responsibility, in the midst of such pres- 
sure brought to bear by the enemy from so many direc- 
tions at one time? With earnest cries a few of us ap- 
proached the merey-seat, and, realizing that man could 
not drive these clouds away, we waited for God. 

Regularly the monthly appointments at Huntsville were 
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filled, and although large congregations assembled on every 
occasion, months passed and no light appeared. Men were 
then guilty of collecting in the church-yard on the day set 
apart for worship, and instead of entering the house au 
giving respect to God and his servants, who labor for the 
public good, spent the sacred hours, to the great annoy- 
ance of the preacher and congregation, in reliearsing i) 
and mischievous things. If any man or youth, who reais 
these lines, is ever tempted to hang round the church-door 
during the hours of service, let me remind him that it is in 
bad taste, opposed to good manners, and a public nuisance. 
Either hide your face from the view of civilized people or 
take your scat quietly in the congregation, as a gentleman, 
till the service closes. 

Men disposed to spend the time in this way had more 
temptations in 1844 than now. IJlundreds of interestinz 
incidents were daily occurring all over the country, and 4: 
the country was thinly settled in comparison with the pre:- 
ent state of things, they could not meet so often then as 
now. We were repeatedly annoyed by a company of this 
kind, and as the summer was passing and fall approachine, 
they became bolder. and did not hesitate to tell anecdotes 
in the hearing of the audience. Preaching was then done 
in a little log-house. My mind was finally made up, al 2! 
hazards, to bring the disturbers in or drive them away. 
Rising on one oceasion, announcing my text as usual, 22 | 
leading off in my discourse, a clear voice fell upon our ers. 
relating an anecdote without. Suddenly pausing, I called 
their attention and respectfully invited them in, with no 
suecess, A second attempt was made, and a second faite 
-Finally, I told them that as telling anecdotes was fasion: 


able and more interesting than preaching, if they woud 
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come to the door and give me a chance, and I did not beat 
the crowd telling an anecdote, that I would take down my 
sign and listen to them. The whole crowd came promptly 
to the door, and, as soon as they were quiet, their mouth- 
piece addressed me: ‘* Parson, proceed.” My proposition 
accepted, I was either compelled to relate an anecdote or 
succumb. The following occurred to me as suited to the 
occasion, and I related it: — 

“Doubtless there are some before me who were with 
General Sam. Houston, eight years ago, at the battle of San 
Jacinto. You have doubtless heard of Tory Hill, on the 
opposite side of the river and in sight of the battle-ground, 
right near that beautiful spot occupied by the residence of 
President Burnett. About one hundred and fifty tories 
banded themselves together and sent their names to General 
Santa Anna with the promise that when he had whipped 
General Houston and put down the rebellion, they would 
continue to be his loyal subjects. They assembled on Tory 
Ifiil, as the time drew near, and awaited the result of the 
struggle that was to decide the fate of the nation. Trem- 
bling with anxiety at every breath, those miserable, cow- 
ardly tories stood,—refugees from justice, murderers, 
thieves, perjurers, forgers, ‘their consciences seared with a 
hot iron,’ their eyelids smoked with the perfumes from the 
bottomless pit, — and with the stillness of death watching 
und waiting for the issue. The cavalry sallied out and 
brought on the dreadful attack; the artillery roared; the 
carth trembled. One of the black-hearted band, a little 
bolder than the rest, cried out, ‘Iurrah for Santa Anna!’ 
The cannon roared again. Te leaped, cracked his heels 
together, slapped his hand and shouted, ‘ Hurrah for Santa 
Anna!’ Presently there was a little recess; the cannon 
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ceased to fire;. the reports from muskets were few and fir 
between. The hero of the band grew tremulous, and ina 
subdued tone said, ‘ Boys, what does that mean?” Down 
went his ear to the ground, as the contending armies 
receded, to catch the sound. The cannon and musket had 
ceased, but he distinctly heard the cracking of rifles, known 
to be in the hands of Texans. Ina short time he put his 
ear to the ground the second time, and still he heard thie 
rifles. Summoning his courage up, and with a smile of 
triumph upon his countenance, he said with animation, 
‘Boys, I'll tell you what itis, — Sam. Houston is giving it to 
Santa Anna. Ilurrah, hurrah for Sam. Houston!’ Now, 
gentlemen, I would not be at all surprised if that same fel- 
low and a large part of his crowd were some trifling, back- 
slidden Baptists, and fallen from grace Methodists that 
went out regularly to preaching, and stood out and told 
anecdotes during the sermon, to the great annoyance of 
both preacher aud congregation. Such men always want 
to be on the popular side, and are entirely destitute ef prin- 
ciple. When it is popular to dance, drink whiskey and te'l 
anecdotes, they are on that side; and when religion is in 
her silver slippers and very popular, then they are on that 
side.” 

The mouthpiece of the band of my disturbers, fearful 
lest I should carry off the palm of victory, interrupted and 
said, ** Parson, how did you find that out?” 

“Well, sir, I met a Mr. Smith, who was one of S:m. 
Houston’s express bearers, and who was sent up the Trinity 
to tell the retreating families to stop at the Trinity River, 
as Santa Anna would very soon be routed and they coud 
return to theirhomes. ‘Lhe express-man made his way bacs 
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a3 far as Tory Hill, just in-time to witness this remarkable 
Jemonstration.” 

During this time, all the congregation in the house and 
cut of doors listened with the ‘most earnest attention. 
After a short -_pause, during which no one spoke, I in- 
quired, ** Gentlemen, shall I proceed, or will you?” The 
‘vader promptly replied, ‘* You have the floor, sir; proceed ; 
we give it up.” 

Taking advantage of the victory gained, and by this 
time feeling more than ordinary solicitude for the cause of 
my great Master, I laid hold on my subject where I left it, 
and never in all my ministry did I have greater liberty. 
‘the little log-house did not furnish accommodation for all 
the congregation, but the most profound attention was 
ziven, from without as well as within, and before the ser- 
mon was closed some praised the Lord aloud, and tears 
flowed freely from many eyes. The victory was, under 
God, complete, and this was the last struggle I ever had to 
wet the attention of the Huntsville congregation. My way, 
“fer this, was clearer than ever before, and in a very short 
“ime the organization of the ehureh, bearing date already 
“written, was consummated. 

This church was organized upon the same principles as 
‘et forth in the Constitution and Articles of Faith of Union 
Association, with the addition of the following resolution : — 

* Resolved, That any member of this church, becoming a 
member of any of the benevolent institutions of the day, 
snd contributing to their support, or refusing to do so, shall 
'e no bar to fellowship.” 

Without this resolution, an organization at the time 
“wild not have been made. The brethren composing the 
presbytery were censured for making this compromise ; but 
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subsequent developments revealed, beyond doubt, the pro- 
priety of the course adopted. 

During the first year after the organization not more 
than one monthly meeting passed without the reception of 
members, either by baptism or by letter. Signs of rapid 
growth, peace and prosperity appeared on every hand for a 
time, to cheer the true friends of Christ about Huntsville. 
The satanic influences brought to bear upon the little flock, 
through the irregularities of the preachers and private 
members referred to, were in a great measure counteracted, 
when 2 new case appeared, making our hearts bleed with 
shame and sorrow. 

During a month’s absence on my part, looking after or- 
ganizations in other places, the distinguished Elder Stovall, 
whose acquaintance I formed while on 4 visit to Mississippi, 
in 1840, made his appearance, and preached, to the gret 
satisfaction of the church and entire community. He was 
& man of very superior literary attainments, and great nat- 
ural powers. My intention had already been communiczated 
to the church to fesign, and enter my first field in the 
State, near the Falls of the Brazos. We were all gratified 
with the prospect of securing the services of such a man. 
possessing such ability. But very soon reports reached us 
from Mississippi, through a reliable channel, that he not 
only indulged in wine, but was guilty of crimes of a baser 
character, While he did not visit the grocery, he drank 
privately, and degraded himself besides. by worshipping 2° 
the shrine of passion. He was promptly informed of the 
charges alleged against him. He positively denied the al- 
legations, and promised to set himself right. In the meai 
time he took a school in the town. Although he received 
no further recognition at our hands as a preacher, he offered 
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another impediment over which the wicked stumbled, to the 
great mortification of the little struggling band of disciples. 
Iie went to San Antonio, and afterwards to New Orleans, 
where he was hung for murder. 

Surely no people has ever groaned under such burdens, 
imposed by such characters, more than we did in Texas, in 
our early history. I rejoice that I have lived to sce the 
day when steamships, railways, and the electric wire fur- 
nish us with the means of speedy communication, so that 
men of this stamp cannot long remain in one locality 
without detection. 

During the year 1844 we kept up a regular monthly ap- 
pointment at a little school-house, with a dirt floor, four 
miles north of the present locality of Anderson, Grimes 
County, in the neighborhood of A. G. Perry. Here we 
gathered together a few Baptists, who petitioned for an or- 
ganization, and on the eleventh day of November, 1844, 
the present church at Anderson was organized by a presby- 
tery, composed of Elders Thomas Horsely and Z. N. Mor- 
rell, with seven members. While the members lived near 
the schooi-house, we foresaw that, in consequence of the 
rh Jands south, the centre of population would be at 
Fantharp’s, — now Anderson, — and the church was consti- 
tuted with the understanding that it should be moved there 
sO soon as accommodations were secured. 

This has been from its organization, twenty-seven yeurs 
azo, one of our most prosperous and active churches. Four 
out of seven of the members who formed this church at its 
O ganization were living when last heard from. In_ the 
County of Grimes, two venerable sisters yet live, Sarah 
Keunard and Elizabeth White, who were among tle 
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first members, who have ever been ‘the salt of the 
earth.” 

Seven miles west of the town of Montgomery, another 
monthly appointment was steadily filled, and on the twenty- 
fifth day of November, 1844, the Post Oak Grove church was 
organized, with six members. The presbytery consisted of 
Elders Wm. M. Tryon and Z. N. Morrell. 

On the same day the organization was formed, sister 
Aaron Shannon, and my son, A. H. Morrell, related their ex- 
periences, and were baptized by brother Tryon. My son 
dated his convictions back to the revival held with the Plus 
Grove church, in 1839, and his conversion previous to his 
capture by the Mexicans in 1642. 

During the latter part of 1844, and almost through the 
year 1845, God wonderfully blessed these three old churches, 
Huntsville, Anderson and Post Oak Grove. Scearcely a 
meeting passed, at either of these places, without the re- 
ception of members, both by letter and baptism. The pop- 
ulation increased rapidly, and we enjoyed abounding peace 
and prosperity. 

During this time I relied entirely upon the little churches, 
under God, for my support. My means were all exhausted, 
and I was once a little in debt, My pecuniary condition 
distressed me sorely ; but, trusting in God, I determined to 
go forward with the work. It became necessary for me to 
visit Washington County, and I confess the embarrassment 
tried me severely, when I remembered that I did not have 
money to pay my ferriage over the river. Rather than tell 
the brethren of my condition, and appeal to them for as- 
sistance, 1 determined to go on, in my penniless condition, 
and test the courtesy of the ferryman, where I had formerly 
been crossed free of charge. The ferryman did not happen 
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to recognize me, and I received from his tongue some very 
bitter abuse. To appease his wrath I gave him my coat, as 
a pledge that the money should be paid on my return. 
With this he was quite satisfied and put meacross. My real 
financial condition was no longer a secret, and on my arrival 
in the neighborhood of the Providence church, near the 
present locality of Chappel Hill, brother Hosea Garrett and 
others furnished the amount necessary to recross the river 
and redeem my coat. 

I will here record that Providence church, Washington 
County, was organized with nine members, on the thirtieth 
day of May, 1842, by Elders W. M. Tryon, R. E. B. Baylor, 
Hosea Garrett and Elias Rogers. Brother Tryon served as 
the pastor for about four years, and was succeeded by 
brother Hosea Garrett. This has been a very prosperous 
and active body of Christians, Elder Garrett served as 
pastor for a great number of years, and under his ministry, 
in 1846, there were about seventy additions by experience 
and baptism. 
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ANNEXATION AND EDUCATION. — 1845. 


wi ENERAL Sam. Houston’s ‘Lone Star Republic,” 
a, of which he had prophesied in Tennessee, and over 
which he had presided for two terms, making in all 
five years, the congress of which had been moving on wheels 
from one locality to another, in consequence of the repeated 
invasions, now had its seat of government at the old town 
of Washington, on the Brazos. In the fall of 1834, Anson 
Jones was elected as the successor of our long-admired and 





long-loved Houston, and the retiring president, on the ninth 
of December, 1844, delivered his valedictory in the townof 
Washington. A few extracts from this address are here 
inserted ; — 


* Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and fellow-citizens : — 

* This numerous and respectable assemblage of the free 
citizens of ‘Texas and their representatives exhibits the best 
possible commentary upon the successful action and happy 
influence of the institutions of our country. We have mes 
together for no purpose but that of adding another testimonial 
to the practicability of enlightened selt-covernment, to wit- 
ness a change of ollicers without the change of oflice, to obey 
the high behests of our written-constitution, in good-will 
and fellowship, as members of the same great political 
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family, sensible of our: rights and fully understanding our 
duty. 

“T am about to lay down the authority with which my 
countrymen, three years since, so generously and so confid- 
ingly invested me, and to return again to the ranks of my 
fellow-citizens. But in retiring from the high office which 
I have occupied to the walks of private life, I cannot for- 
bear the expression of the cordial gratitude which inspires 
my bosom. The constant and unfailing support which I 
have had from the people in every vicissitude demands of 
me a candid and grateful acknowledgment of my enduring 
obligations. From them I have derived a sustaining influ- 
enee, which has enabled me to meet the most tremendous 
shocks, and to pursue without faltering the course which I 
deemed proper for the advancement of the public interests 
and the security of the general welfare. I proudly confess 
that to the people I owe whatever of good I may have 
achieved by my official labors; for without the support 
Which they so fully accorded me I could have acquired 
neither advantage for the republic nor satisfaction for 
myself, (rey oy 

“Jn my retirement I take with me no animosities. If 
ever they existed, they are buried in the past; and I would 
hope that those with whom it has been my lot to come in 
conflict, in the discharge of my official functions, will exer- 
cise toward my acts and motives the same deeree of candor. 

“In leaving my station I leave the country tranquil at 
home, and, in effect, at peace with all nations. . . . 

“Our foreign relations, as far as the United States, 
France, England, Holland, and some of the principal States 
of Germany are concerned, are of the most agreeable char- 
acter, and we have every assurance of their continuance. 
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“ As to Mexico, she still maintains the attitude of nomi- 
nal hostility. Instructed by experience, she might be ex- 
pected to have become more reasonable; but the vain-elori- 
ous and pompous gasconade so characteristic of that nation 
would indicate that she is not quite ready to acknowledce 
the- independence we have achieved. If, however, she 
attempts the infliction of injuries she has so often de- 
nounced, I am fully assured that the same spirit whicli 
animated the heroic men who won the liberty we now enjoy, 
will call to the field a yet mightier host, to avenge the 


wrongs we have endured, and establish beyond question our 


title to full dominion over all we claim. 

‘* When I look around me, fellow-citizens, and see and 
know that the prospects of the republic are brightening, i's 
resources developing, its commerce extending, and its moral 
influence in the community of nations increasing, my heart 
is filled with sensations of joy and pride. A poor and 
despised people a few years ago, borne down by depressing 
influences at home and abroad, we have risen in defiance of 
all obstacles to a respectable place in the eyes of the world. 
One great nation is inviting us to a full participancy in all 
its privileges, and to a full community of laws and interests. 
Others desire our separate and independent national exist- 
ence, and are ready to throw into our lap the richest gifts 
and favors. | 

* The attitude of Texas now, to my apprehension, is one 
of peculiar interest. The United States have spurned her 
twice already. Let her, therefore, maintain her position 
firmly as it is, and work out her own political salvatton. 
Let her legislation proceed upon the supposition that we are 
to be and remain an independent people. If Texas goes 
begving again for admission into the United States, she will 
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only degrade herself. They will spurn her again from their 
threshold, and other nations will lool upon her with unmin- 
gled pity. Let Texas, therefore, maintain her position. If 
the United States shall open the door and ask her to come 
into her great family of States, you will then have other 
conductors, better than myself, to lead you into-a union 
with the beloved land from which we have sprung, — the 
land of the broad stripes and bright stars. But let us be 
as we are until that opportunity is presented; and then let 
us go in, if at all, united in one phalanx, and sustained by 
the opinion of the world. . . . . 

“In the advance of the republic, from the earliest period 
of its history up to the present moment, we think we have 
demonstrated to the world our capacity for self-government. 
Among our people are to be found the intelligent and enter- 
prising from almost every part of the globe. Though from 
different States, and of different habits, manners, sects and 
languages, they have acted with a degree of concord and 
unanimity almost miraculous. The world respects our posi- 
tion, and will sustain us by their good opinion; and it is to 
moral influence that we should look, as much as to the point 
of the bayonet or the power of cannon. 

“My countrymen! Give to the rising generation in- 
struction; establish schools everywhere among you. You 
Will thus diffuse intelligence throughout the masses, — that 
great safeguard to our free institutions. Among us educa- 
tion.confers rank and influence ; ignorance is the parent of 
degradation. Intelligence clevates man to the highest des- 
tiny; but ignorance degrades him to slavery. 

“In quitting my present position, and a second time 
retiring from the chicf-magistracy of the republic, [ feel 
the highest satisfaction in being able to leave my country- 
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men in the enjoyment of civil and religious freedom, and 
surrounded by many evidences of present and increasing 
prosperity. This happy condition is ascribable to that wise 
and benign Providence which has watched over our prog- 
ress and conducted us to the attainment of blessings so 
invaluable. Let us, therefore, strive to deserve the favor of 
Heaven, that we may be established in all the privileges of 
freemen, and achieve that destiny which is always accorded 
to the faithful pursuit of good and patriotic objects. 

‘It is unnecessary for me to detain you longer. I now, 
therefore, take: leave of you, my countrymen, with the 
devout trust that the God who has inspired you with faithful 
and patriotic devotion will bless you with his choicest gifts. 
I shall bear with me, into the retirement in which I intend 
to pass the remainder of my life, the grateful and abiding 
recollection of your many favors.” 


The year 1844 passed out with the brightest prospects. as 
seen in this valedictory. The election of James K. Polk 
to the presidency of the United States was an evidence to 
the public mind that Texas would be annexed to the 
American Union at an early day. The party that nom- 
inated and elected Polk favored annexation, and the dis- 
cussion of this question occupied much attention in the 
canvass. On the twenty-tifth day of February, 1845, the 
annexation act passed the congress of the United States, 
and on the first of March it passed: the Senate. President 
Tyler had the honor of giving his oflicial signature on the 
same day,— three days before passing out of office. ‘This 
act was approved by Texas, on the twenty-third day of 
June, 1645. 

Emigration poured rapidly out of the old States into the 
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new one, and with the rapidly increasing population, the 
friends of education and religion in Texas felt that there 
was a mighty work before them. 

In keeping with the spirit of the times the Baptists were 
rising up to measure arms with the educational interests of 
the country, and on the first of February, 1845, nearly six 
months previous to annexation, the charter for * Baylor 
University” was granted by the congress of the republic, 
and the institution located, where it now stands, at Indepen- 
dence, in Washington County. The names of the first 
Board of Trustees under the charter were as follows ;— 
R. E. B. Baylor, Eli Mercer, Orien Drake, James L. 
Farquabar, Edward Taylor, James Huckins, James S. 
Lester, Robert Armistead, Aaron Shannon, Albert C. 
Horton, Nelson Kavanaugh, A. G. Haynes, J. G. Thomas, 
R. G. Jarman, and Wm. M. Tryon. 

The names of the members that formed the “ Education 
Society” that was organized at the second meeting of 
Union Association, in 1841, appear in a previous chapter. 
Through the influence of this society, and under the 
auspices of Union Association, this institution was chartered 
and placed under the care of Elder Henry L. Graves, its 
first president, early in 1846. This school kept pace 
with the progress of the country, and prospered greatly, 
from the very commencement. Both boys and girls were 
received, and recited in classes together. 

In 1848, the Baptist State Convention was organized, 
which will be noticed at the proper place. In 1849, 4 
committee was appointed to secure, by an act of the Legis- 
lature, a change in the charter, allowing all vacancies oc- 
curring in the Board of Trustees to be filled by the conven- 
tion. 
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At the third session of the Baptist State Convention, the 
committee reported that the change had been effected, anid 
since 1850 Baylor University has been under the patronage 
of the convention. : 

In 1851 we find from the minutes of the Baptist State Con- 
vention that Elder R. C. Burleson was president of the in- 
stitution, and in charge of the male department. Elder 
Horace Clark was in charge of the female department. At 
one time under this administration, we find, from the report 
of the board of trustees, that there were over four hun- 
dred students entered, during one year, in the two depait- 
ments. Elder Burleson resigned his presidency of Baylor, 
and took his present position as president of Waco Univer- 
sity, in 1861. The exact date when the two institutions 
were placed each under a different and separate board of 
trustees, I cannot give. Elder Horace Clark remained in 
charge of ‘‘ Baylor Female College” until the summer cf 
1871, with only a short intermission. The Female College 
is at present under the care of Elder Henry L. Graves, the 
first president of Baylor University. 

Elder G. W. Baines served for a short period of time pre- 
vious to the election of Elder W. C. Crane, who has been in 
charge of Baylor University as president a number of 
years, and fills the position still. 

The old ‘‘ Education Society,” organized in connection 
with Union Association, at its second session, in 18-41, cou- 
tinued to hold its annual meetings and put forth its encr- 
gies until the university was founded in 1845, and alter 
the general interests of education were turned over to tlic 
board of trustees, this society continued to hold its anui- 
versaries, and plead the cause of ministerial educu/ion. 
Young men, moved by the Spirit of God to enter the Cliris- 
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tian ministry, were sought out from among the churches, 
and placed at Baylor University, the society promptly 
meeting their pecuniary liabilities. The society met with 
the association, in 1847, at Houston, with Elder H. L. 
Graves as president, and received at that meeting the sum 
of $305.50. In 1858, eleven years afterwards, the socicty 
met with Union Association, at the Mount Zion church, 
Washington County, when the Treasurer, J. W. Barnes, re- 
ported $691.74 on hand, for ministerial education. With 
the Bellville church, in Washington County, it held a meeting 
ag late as 1860, and still reported on hand $211.74. The 
enthusiasm that prevailed at all its annual meetings was 
without a parallel. Its friends rallied around it—and 
their names were legion — with their prayers and contribu- 
tions, up to the late war, when its operations were sus- 
pended, because of the depressed financial condition of the 
country, and in consequence of the fact that the youth and 
manhood of the country were called to the army. It was 
not necessary to involve the society in debt. When God 
gave young men to be educated. the necessary amount could 
always be secured. All that the society required of its 
beneficiaries was, that they be approved by the churches 
and give evidence of their gifts. The appropriations were 
in accordance with the necessity that existed. 

The entire expenses of some were paid, and others in 
part, just as their pecuniary condition required. While the 
brethren showed a mind to work in this glorious cause, the 
Lord raised up among us a number of gifted young men. 
During the existence of that time-honored and heaven- 
approved organization, no discordant elements ever entered 


its meetings, and I now believe, if such an organization 


were still hoisting its colors at every session of the Baptist 
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State Convention, that the same spirit that animated the 
“old guard” would fire the hearts of hundreds of Baptists 
all over the land; and that the seven young men now xt 
Baylor, and as many more, if God should raise them up, 
would be amply provided with all the means needed for 
their education. 

The first beneficiary that entered Baylor University, 
under the auspices of this society, was James H. Stribling. 
In 1843, he professed a hope in Christ, and was baptized by 
Elder Win. M. Tryon into the fellowship of the Providence 
church, Washington County. In 1845, the church recog- 
nized his gift, and in the next year he entered college at 
Independence. 

A few months previous, while on a visit to Providence, 
brother H. Garrett requested me to fill his monthly ap- 
pointment at Dove church, in Burleson County, of which 
he was the pastor. This church was organized at Cald- 
well, May. 4th, 1843, by Elders R. E. B. Baylor and N. 
T. Byars, with six members. Brother Garrett served this 
church for several years, forty-five miles from his home. 

James II. Stribling was selected to accompany me on 
this trip. For nearly nine years I had, with others, 
been praying the Lord of the harvest to raise up young 
ten in Texas to preach the glorious gospel of the blessed 
(God. Nearly all our ministers then at work had been 
berrowed from the old States. The few that had been or- 
dained in Texas, so far as I then knew, had been con- 
verted elsewhere. Here was a youth converted in Texas, 
aml impressed to enter upon the ministry, — the first case 
of the kind we met. At the Saturday meetiog the young 
hrather was put forward to open the services, notwith- 
“anding all his objections and great timidity. We went 
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to Caldwell expecting to stay two days, but continued a 
meeting of great interest for about six. The young 
brother was put forward at every service, and required to 
work. He would frequently falter, and sometimes. stand 
with his finger pointing upwards for nearly a minute. 
without uttering a word. There was a deep earnestness 
in all he said, and the people all recognized the fact 
that he groaned beneath the load of his responsibility. 
In the midst of his hesitancy for appropriate words in 
which to clothe his thoughts, he did not cough, hawk, 
spit, nor grunt, to fill up the time. He was only waiting 
to express his own ideas in his own words; for there was 
no attempt on his part to imitate any one. During thie 
meeting, old brother Pruitt, who will receive notice at the 
proper time, and I covenanted to pray to the Lord to loose 
the young brother’s tongue. Just as we were about to 
close this meeting and return to our homes, brother Strib- 
ling rose, in the midst of a weeping congregation, and asked 
permission to speak. God loosed his tongue on that spot, 
beyond all question, for about five minutes, and he has not 
been tonguc-tied since. 

After urgent solicitation on my part, he visited with me 
all my churches east of the Brazos, and gave evidence of 
rapid growth. The propriety with which Le conducted him- 
self in all classes of society was worthy of the imitation 
of every young man entering upon this sacred calling. 
Among men and women, old and young, he maintained 
uniformly the dignity of the Christian character. While at 
Anderson church, J. W. Barnes, then a Universalist, but 
my intimate friend, accosted me thus: ‘+ Brother Morret, 
what are you carrying these boys round through the country 
for?” At this time brother Richard Ellis, whom we or- 
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dained on the Colorado, was with me. I replied to General 
Barnes, that they were good and true men ; that the oldest — 
alluding to Ellis — was a man of usefulness; but that the 
younger — alluding to Stribling—was my tart, and that 
after we got him cooked he would be all right, and a eredit 
to the denomination. Barnes replied, after a hearty laugh, 
**T admire your zeal, but deplore your judgment.” 

James II. Stribling entered Baylor University shortly 
afterwards, was the first beneficiary of the old ** Education 
Society,” appreciated the assistance given by devoting 
himself earnestly to the cultivation of his mind, till 1849, 
when he was ordained, at a call from the Independence 
church, to the full work of the gospel ministry by a pres- 
bytery composed of Elders R. E. B. Baylor, Hosea Gar- 
rett, Henry L. Graves, and J. W. D. Creath. 

While he preached all he could in connection with his 
college life, he now entered actively upon the life of a con- 
secrated preacher, and has never turned aside to engage in 
any secular employment, for a year or a month, up to the 
present time. The trust reposed in him by the denomina- 
tion and the old “ Education Socicty” has never been 
betrayed. We have ever been glad to see him rise, in any 
general meeting, on any occasion and at any point, and plead 
our common cause. Gonzales, Galveston, Wharton, and 
other points in the west, have long felt the power of his 
earnest ministry ; and the church at Anderson, over which 
he now presides, and has for the last ten years, as pastor, 
still rejoices under the privileges of his ministry. All love 
him-— none excel him. 

D. B. Morrill, according to my recollection, was the 
third beneficiary that entered Baylor University under the 
auspices of the ** Education Society.” Tle was born in New 
York, May 17, 1825, was baptized in Michigan, February 





ty 
wen eae es 


. * 
ag 
Se 
oe 


RON fay vane ae SKE 


ERLE : 
Sind dah ca dala act ses Soviet a a Saba 


aaa 


a a Ape SIR RE 
oar aes Sch valet pists Cabell 


ver en? ot E : , 
his Deca abiiie Ch irl a seks Sie Rati asi E ad Wat apie eal Hs eS 





Abtienst 


Er ee 


pe ett nage Stal 


ny ere 


pe ete! 2 


eas 


at 7 
nace = 


GPA Pele ye 


a Laer eee foe. ids one ees 


~ eB: 


ee ee ¢ 
i Ketek oso 


se eee er 
‘ - me = Suk | q 
— aii ad mah 


woiasas 











iw p - | oh berolad 
2 a te 5 "AS ry 
of) saalds nn be hus. hoop 0 eg 
iw Re © ; > 
tud”) sesolifiogy Wo asa s toh A . “‘palbgl 

























ae ay uch OF SN 
; Spal) hon’ oot pit aera getidiaa od ahsiialle am 
|. gidoroun ban igh iigedivew od: bodons asiih 203, 0% me ~~ 
nod n softe iotles: eecingl iolnal iionob oft 0! A 

aay orolqoh ind lags 1 OY orintha I 

rmiyndl foiotaa paildiued i some. s 


inouhal | “tt YowanioDonod teak odt. enw bie refa 
epborvel { govie, pont + oft negates “ytai902 | 


bar if) ,bater ef Yo soliavitiae od} od piesa 109 Uoeaild 
' snobare t+ woth fimo a. ta ,boniehso. exw. od woke 

eq a yd ywetmlen daqaog al? to abow lit ollot dowdo. 
H sot a 0 5 mobld Yo beeaqmias a 

. dint Al VW .L hae ,2over),.chocumekl, or. 

‘tle aoposneco al iilgoo as lc Loilor OY Of oli WE 

mx Yievilo: » wou ol oll neue aD 
bine Dern 19% nd ban ,odesotg batawes 

uOn £90 WOOT 2 ° nogrvalpme sine, Yas 
1) al evtelone § : tet of T.. .omid dnegarq — 
t : end * no4 uolteonha’ blo od haa, mires: 
: ai sein mideva ot holy asod teve ovad oVE bopued is 
; UO vee te bee moienza0 ‘You. 110 “BM en lGnPN: 
owed .sokevion) (slisto® .daued momiod 400 
| 1970 r old wh elmiog soilt0 2 . 
ihidw ts70 , Mak J pis od? bua yytieta tien denen 
. iq 20 piney aed deal out adh and be 2abieotg wO8 
s7ot TZ ywelote eh” rice oad) aploass eo siagn 
; cid! oo OOM eet 
yt noi joo ner no ane pig és 


ed 
' f , he Vat, -earihes i iweteters Jeelt wre lero Bat 
‘ 


‘ aa * ‘ . 7 f 
, i LAT Fe PLOT iT oft y tone 


‘ ~s ‘ ’ e 
Wo%. at ove enw okl ¥v 


i r + 
: f Sh, + ¢ ied ‘s ‘ 
Qiawrtded «unpnboidé wi “ae 
| 
i. é ‘i 
=f ( 


i * - P , - r 
oo i : =, {i = 
: 4 . = ¥ ree . ie | oigal 


PPR 6 


ANNEXATION AND EDUCATION. 231 


19, 1843, and emigrated to Texas in 1845. He was found 
by brother James Huckins, the pastor at Galveston, driving 
a stage between Galveston and Velasco. His piety clearly 
exhibited itself at once. The watchful eye of Huckius 
observed that the young stage-driver carried his Bible in his 
pocket, and spent every moment he could with safety, even 
on his stage, in searching the Scriptures. He was licensed 
to preach by the church at Galveston on the fifth of Febru- 
ary, 1848, and in July following entered Baylor University. 
The same earnestness that characterized his subsequent 
ministry was manifested in the prosecution of his studies. 
Morrill and Stribling were in the institution together for a 
while, and the neighborhoods adjacent to Independence 
enjoyed the privileges of their early ministry. In Decem- 
ber, 1851, he was ordained by a presbytery composed of 
Elders G. W. Baines, R. C. Burleson, R. E. B. Baylor, 
Henry L. Graves, and J. W. D. Creath, and entered at once 
upon an active, earnest ministry. 

The old “ Education Society” had another bright star 
added to its crown of rejoicing, and no reasons were ever 
given by Elder D. LB. Morrill to cause its members to regret 
the means invested in his education. While Stribling went 
west, Morrill went cast, and the churches at Montgomery, 


Crockett, Tyler, and Ladonia, and other intermediate points, 


were long fired by his zealous ministry. He was a man of 
small stature and presented strong indications of a fecble 
constitution, and yet few men have performed a greater 
amount of labor in the same period of time. He was emi- 
nently sound in doctrine, and hesitated not to avow his coi- 
Victions. Ile did not deal in smooth and honeyed words 
when opposing the enemies of truth, but in the clearest, 
strongest language of which he was master fought error on 
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every inch of ground Some men’s sermons are like beau- 
tiful- round balls, arranged with so much symmetry, ana 
presented in such elegant style, that it is hard to gather 
them up when the preacher disappears. D. B. Morvill'’s 
sermons were full of horns; you could not forget them if 
you tried, and you always found prongs to take hold o1 
when you wanted to pick them up. The mission cause in 
Texas found in him an ardent friend and an able advocate. 
At one time serving under an eastern association a3 agent, 
with instructions to indoctrinate the churches, and at 
another time serving as general agent in Northern and East- 
ern Texas, he wielded an extensive influence. Secular 
engagements did not employ much of his precious time, and 
as he possessed the spirit of a martyr, he literally sacri- 
ficed his life in the earnest prosecution of his work. 

He was a forcible writer, and was serving as associate 
editor of the ** Texas Baptist Herald” at the time of his 
death, 

Hlis spirit was stirred within him, as death drew near, as 
he saw the advancing columns of Catholicism sweeping 
across the United States, and in his last affliction penned 
an article for the ** Ilerald,” which appeared after his death, 
sorely regretting the apathy of the friends of Jesus, and 
urging them to buckle on the armor of truth. In the prime 


of life he passed away, to hear the welcome, ‘> Well done, 


cood and faithful servant!” 

I here give a private letter from sister Morrill to the edi- 
tor of the © Texas Baptist MHerald,” and also the last com- 
munication ever penned by this noble man of God. ‘The 


lett 
aLar 


er from the widow was never intended for publication ; 


it bears upon its iuce the evidences of the deepest piety, 





4 
5 
7 


SORE cd 


cometh hae elle Bll As thai D SS ate 


Se RTS 


tH cain inate ich ets neal es 




































i 
\ 


‘s 








| We ty 


. 7 ai Line 
owed ai davn hoya 


$i atte eres 


ie } oad oe 
ve PhO OY + emTIOL pap onow eourTDe 


owt bauot evaytia woe han gi 


. eMC, 


ol caper quel it o} be) in HOT Hone 
hire Bnei? duels an avs at be wot eoxsT 


® eiaderoe na vabay Saivi92 auld a0 A 
git oinatioobal of enotoy eat hive x 

any ef yuirioa omy ‘yodjoaa 
) aixo as boblolw of enol une S 
1 eul to doum iA case joa bib al ot 
aed nttt a Yo diviga oly Doeapeeaq oil | eo 
cine oft ai oti eit hook 





















a ii ’ “ : - 
moa eam hen wolise, olin? 4 enw BEE iy 
la “lowell teitynl exxeT ” edt to sosthio 


itn.) ta milo® Dd igrba oll wie we 
jen all at bas votaie, bovin¥ oglt ee0TOR 

GCHpe rt Ty mr LY . m8 ae eal i Ot sti ae a 
1 oft Yo 7WUnge oil iNew «le pa 


Lo of usd ot apoil} guise 


cohen vail aidiinw, banite es thige eit 


i 4 t r ya 6 
- i4J VPs hae A ‘ 


Ty * arg hoeend. Th | 5) il oO 


rtd ane? wei se) 25 oe tte 5 
- i 


Ljanvioe Duieltat bor bow “N 
isa Piak Kj & av iv oad T 
railqedl euxot "tte | 


hit a ; | , | oan = 
likes atld vel howe a 77" ‘potient ie 
on 


} 
ae etree re v woln ww pdt Bik 
- rit) ape, 


Te niwnebies ods oui hs « v st 


Span aciyar 


ea ie eb ek 8g SR: eee ee 


: 
7 
; 
H 





ANNEXATION AND EDUCATION. 223 


and her scriptural qualifications for the position she held as 
a minister’s wife. 


‘¢ Laponia, Fanny County, Feb. 12, 1868. 

‘Dear BrotHer Link : —I enclose with this the last words 
of my dear husband for our paper. He wrote them on 
Thursday, the sixth of February, after which he told me 
‘his work was done; he had preached his last sermon, — he 
was going to a better country.’ We did all we could, but 
God took him to rest on Monday, at two o’clock, P. M. 
He gave us all the evidence we could ask, and even more 
than I ever had before, that his home was in heaven, and 
that he was anxious to go. -He said he wished he had the 
world for a congregation and strength to talk; he would 
tell them more than he ever had before of the excellences 
of the gospel, and that if we were faithful to Christ we 
would not regret it when we come to die. This was the 
happiest day of his life. His work for twenty-two years 
had been to this end, and be wondered, if-there were any 
infidels here, if they would not believe the testimony he 
could give them, and if not they would not believe though 
one arose from the dead. 

* One moment in the arms of Jesus we better than a 
whole lifetime here. He blessed his children, and said we 
would not want. Though we were left without a home and 
among strangers, he felt that God would not let his family 
suffer, THe had spent his property for the cause, as well as 
his life, and God would reward him. He said much more 
that was pleasant and gratifying to me; but perhaps I have 
said enough. It is some relief to me to tell it to one that [ 
feel is still doing all he can for the same good Master. I 
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feel that all Texas sympathizes with me; but I must not 
weary you. Please publish these last words which I enclose, 
and tell-the ministers that he wished them to be more faith- 
a than they have ever been to preach the mwhole truth. 
‘6 Your sister in gp affliction, 
‘L. Morritt.” 


He died on the tenth of February, 1868, and only four 
days before, he penned the following 


‘“ Laponia, Fannin County, Texas, Feb. 6, 1868. 

* To-day I am sick, and there have been but few days in 
several months past that my increasing bodily infirmitics 
have not plead for rest and refreshment. But the evident 
shortness of my time, the quiescent and compromising spirit 
of many of the ‘ witnesses of Jesus,’ and the vigorous ons¢t 
of the foe, — many in number, but one in ultimate design, 
and one in the fatal tendency of their world-wide heresics, 
— forbid my loitering. ‘The deadly wound of the beast’ 
is healed by the transfer of his strongholds to America. 
The world is once more ‘wondering after the beast;’ 
kings and potentates, men of the world and all protestant 
sects, whose martyred sires battled nobly against the en- 
croachments of the ‘man of sin,’ are upholding the black 
banner, and directing unconscious thousands in the course 
of that apocalyptic woman who made herself * drunk with 
tlte blood of the saints.’ | 

‘** The truth and the whole truth must be told. The faith- 
ful must put on the gospel armor and be rallied to the ‘high 
places of the field.’ 

** But oh, whatcan Ido? What are intellectual attain- 
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ments? What are the principles of sound logic? What 
are matured arguments, when in the unequal conflict with 
‘spiritual wickedness in high places’? Oh, thou Author 
of Truth, thou knowest how much I desire thy presence in 
every work. I desire nothing so much as to be made 
‘strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.’ May thy 
servant ever remember that ‘the race is not to the switt, 
nor the battle to the strong.’ Give me light, and a clear 
understanding of thy word. May I never forget that the 
chief end of all my labors is to win souls to Christ. May 
I never be tempted by flattery and the hope of gain, on the 
one hand, to suppress any part of thy truth, nor to falter 
in any duty, in view of poverty, shame, or suffering. Oh, 
give me faith to tread the roughest path, and to walk boldly 
on amid the darkest gloom. May I never seek the favor of 
men at the sacrifice of truth, nor ever cast one shade of 
reproach upon one that loves our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


It would require a volume of itself to record the benefits 
that have flowed from the ** Education Society,” — the found- 
ing and history of its institutions of learning, — the long list 
of its beneficiaries and their noble deeds in Texas, — with 
the long line of men and women educated there during the 
past twenty-seven years, who have gone forth to bless soci- 
ety. Over fifty preachers have received cither the whole or 
n part of their education there. 

The old institution, chartered by the congress of the 
republic, still lives. From its beginning till now, streams 
of influence have gone out from its walls, telling all the 
time upon the destinies of our people. Minds have been 
trained there that have mastered the learned professions, 
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and voices have been trained there that have been heard at 
the bar, in the political arena, from the pulpit, among thie 
English-speaking population, among the Germans, in all the 
Texas Baptist Convocations, and in the Southern Baptis: 
Convention. 
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PIONEER PREACHING. — 1846. 


“wey HE clouds that hung so heavily around that region 
Q) of country adjacent to the Falls of the Brazos in 
\ 1837, when I cultivated my first crop in Texas under 
a guard of soldiers, and from which I was driven at an early 
day by the Indians, were now all brushed away by the suc- 
cess of our arms and the advance of civilization. The 
attections of my heart had always lingered around that spot, 
during all the years of my banishment, and early in 1846 
I left the churches organized in 1845 to be eared for by 
other pastors, and, under a commission from the Domestic 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, accepted, 
43 missionary, the field north of the old San Antonio road, 
between the Brazos and Trinity Rivers. The salary agreed 
upon was two hundred and fifty dollars, to be paid quar- 
terly, 

North of Anderson and Huntsville, in 1846, there was 
not a Baptist preacher to co-operate with me in the organ- 
ization of churches, in all the vast territory lying between 
the Trinity and Brazos Rivers, to the farthest limits of 
Texas, except Elder N. T. Byars, who then lived on Rich- 
land Creek, in Navarro County, about cighty or ninety miles 
‘oi where I settled in Milam County. There was a small 
ersanization of anti-missionary Baptists in the vicinity of 
“pringfield, with two brothers by the name of Dorsey 
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preaching among them. Elder Byars and I met occasion- 
ally, and conferred together with reference to the interests 
of our Master’s cause in the midst of this wide destitu- 
tion. 

My first trip across the country was made in January, 
1846, preaching first at Leona, and then at Springfield, pur- 
suing my old custom of asking at the close of the sermon 
if there were any Baptists present. This I did to make 
their acquaintance, and to prepare for organization. Dot: 
at Leona and Springfield I found a few Baptists, where | 
left appointments for February. On my second trip, with- 
out the aid of any minister, I constituted the chureh «t 
Leona, on the first Sunday in February, with eight or nine 
members, and the second Sunday in the same month the 
church at Springfield, with six or seven members. Eider 
Byars lived in the heart of the territory now occupied !¥ 
Richland Association, and in the territory now covered )s 
the Trinity River Association there was no ministerial ai: 
given me until the arrival of Elder R. IE. B. Baylor..- 

Brother Baylor served as judge of the District Cour: 
under the Republic of Texas; lived first at Lagrange; re 
sided later near Independence, where stands Baylor Unive:- 
sity, that bears his name, and around which his heart’s warts- 
est affections have always gathered. He was now re-elect’! 
under the State administration, with a district extend! - 
farther east, and embracing the counties of Leon, Li: 
stone Falls, and Robertson. For about twenty years 
held this public trust, and no man could be found that cow! 
compete with him on eleetion day, when the popular vor" 
was cust for District Judge. At all his courts he preach 
whenever opportunities were given. 

One incident connected with the history of that Baptist 
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Judge and his associate, Judge Hemphill, is worthy of 
record, exhibiting an independence and spirit of liberality 
that greatly endeared them to the people who shared the 
destinies of the republic. 

Previous to annexation, the judges were elected by the 
congress, and not by the popular vote. Baylor and Hemp- 
hill had been elected, and were inthe discharge of their 
duties. The salary of a judge was three thousand dollars 
perannum. The congress passed a law reducing the salary 
to fifteeen hundred dollars. The law of course was not 
designed to affect the wages of the incumbents, but their 
successors in office. 

This was a clear indication to the two noble judges, that, 
in consequence of the low state of the finances of the 
country, retrenchment was _ necessary. Both of them 
promptly went forward and resigned, announcing themselves 
at the same time candidates for the same office, at the 
reduced salary. They were both immediately elected and 
returned to their positions, receiving only fifteen hundred, 
while the other judges were receiving three thousand, 
dollars. Texas did not forget them in future years. 

Brother Baylor came to my relief on the Colorado in 
1838, as the reader well remembers, and now, in 1816, we 
entered the same territory. While in his oflicial position he 
was rendering to Cesar the things that were Cwsar’s, I 
determined to so arrange my appointments as to catch him 
at our regular meetings, thus giving him a good opportu- 
nity to render unto God the things that were God’s. He 
always arrived at the place to hold his courts on Saturday 
evening, and sometimes earlier. This gave us an opportunity 
to preach together on Sunday, and it was quite common ivr 
us to have preaching at night through the week. His 
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preaching and Christian influence in social life contributed 
greatly to the cause of religion, all around his cireuit. Le 
wielded a fine influence on the bar, and our congregations 
at night were generally large. On one occasion I met wiih 
brother Baylor at the old Providence church, in Burlesoa 
County. 

This church was organized by Elder Wm. M. Tryon in 
September, 1841, with twelve members. The day after the 
organization, brother Tryon baptized twenty persons, and 
during the meeting about forty were added to the church. 
Here lived the venerable Deacon James A. Pruitt, and the 
twenty converts added to this church, the day after the or- 
ganization, were convicted and converted in a prayer mect- 
ing led by him without the aid of a preacher. His influ- 
ence among this people to the day of his death, a number 
of years afterwards, reminded us very much of the ark of 
the covenant. Whenever he moved forward, the people 
moved also. Previous to the organization of Providence 
ehurch, Deacon Pruitt held the prayer meetings in the yard 
of a venerable sister Smith, who lived at a central point in 
the community. She frequently pointed me and others to 
the stump around which anxious, penitent sinners kneeled 
with the old deacon for prayer. 

Judge Baylor and I fell in together at this church, and 
there was quite an interest manifested. The church at that 
time was a member of the Union Association, and Elder 
Hosea Garrett was the pastor. Ile served this, in connec- 
tidn with Dove church, at Caldwell, several years. On one 
occasion during the mecting alluded to I preached, and, ac- 
cording to previous arrangement, brother Baylor followed 
me with an exhortation. Le made one of his happiest 


efforts; but as the desired impression was not yet made 
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npon the waiting audience, he called for brother Pruitt to 
come forward and address his neighbors. 

The old brother ever walked humbly with God, and was_ 
willing on every occasion, as he now showed, to lend the 
influence of public admonition. Promptly he commenced 
an earnest exhortation, pleading with his neighbors and 
their children to repent and turn from sin to God. They 
could stand the plain talk of Morrell and the eloquence 
of Baylor, but their heart-strings’ were soon touched by the 
appeals of Deacon Pruitt. The very springs in his head 
broke out through his eyes, and astill, smail voice was heard 
from every quarter of reflection, and mighty contrasts came 
up in the minds of many sinners. ‘ Possibly Morrell and 
Baylor may, after all, be working for fame; but our old 
neighbor is a walking epistle, read and known by us all. 
The book of his daily life is before us, and his conversa- 
tion at every turn is seasoned with grace. Riches anid 
earthly treasure now are not in all his thoughts.” They 
could resist no longer, and a number bowed down, inqiir- 
ing, ** What must we do to be saved?” Oh, for more such 
deacons as this! An army of such Baptists would batter 
down the walls of prejudice and superstition wherever they 
went. Descon Pruitt lived right on my road going to and 
coming from Baylor University, while my son was there at 
school, and it was a great privilege to be permitted to pass 
a night under his roof. We would light me to my bed, and 
then sit by me and talk the sleep out of my eyes, till the 
chickens crowed for day. <All his conversation would be 
about the Redeemer and his kingdom. Tis was an euvi:- 
ble life, and I suppose that no man has ever appeared in 
the religious history of ‘Texas who has attained to lotuer 


heights in Christian life than Deacon Pruitt. 
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At this same meeting the case of J. G. Thomas presse 
heavily upon our hearts. We were in great need of minis- 
ters, and brother Baylor, as well as myself, never lost sn 
opportunity to give young men a word of encouragement, 
who were impressed to preach. On my former visit to 
Burleson County, in 1845, with James H. Stribling, we 
preached at Providence church, and learned that brother 
Thomas had been laboring under convictions, for some 
time, that it was his duty to preach, but in consequence of 
his great timidity it was with difficulty that we could even 
get him to pray in public. Men entering the ministry in 
Texas, under my observation, have been very much like 
horses. Occasionally I have met one that needed the curb 
and bit, in the midst of his feverish anxiety to rush for- 
ward, regardless of either propriety or consequences. 
Then there are others that must be coaxed along, and some- 
times put under the spurs to drive them forward. Tere 
was aman that not only had to be coaxed, but finally had 
to be put under whip and spur, before he would take his 
place in the team and do his part in dragging the heavy 
load along. 

Deacon Pruitt, seeing the troubles under which brother 
Thomas groaned, brought his whole influence to bear to 
urge him into the work, and after a long mental struggle, 
under the dealings of Providence, he bowed his head and 
took the yoke. 

Since he consented to put the harness on, he has never 
been found without it. The missionary spirit entered his 
soul in large measure, and although he has served a number 
of churches as pastor with much suceess, the most of his 


labors have been performed in the mission-field of Texas. 
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In this field success has crowned his work wherever he has 
gone. é 

During the spring of 1846 I encountered many diflicul- 
ties in traversing the broad field assigned me. The Little 
Brazos and. Navasota Rivers both had te be crossed on 
every trip, and there was no ferry on either stream. They 
were frequently swollen for weeks together, and many a 
time I was compelled not only to swim the main streams, 
but also in the low grounds adjacent. It was sixty miles 
to Leona, where I filled an appointment the first Sunday 
in every month, with both these rivers to cross. It was 
then, the way I travelled, fifty miles to Springfield, with 
several streams between, without bridges, where I preached 
on every second Sunday. It was forty miles to my next 
appointment for the third Sunday, in Navarro County, with 
Richland and Chambers Creeks on the way. It was one 
hundred miles on a direct route to my own neighborhood, 
where I preached in Milam County, on the fourth Sunday. 
With extra rides, in visiting among the scattered settle- 
ments, over three hundred miles were travelled monthiy, 
during the entire year. High waters never prevented me 
from filling a single appointment. 

At our first meeting aiter the organization at Leona, 2 
very remarkable negro boy approached me on Saturday 
morning, and asked permission to join the chureh. Upon 
being asked if he believed that God for Christ’s sake had 
forgiven his sins, he promptly answered in the aflirmative ; 
and after giving the clearest evidences of deep conviction 


and joyful deliverance, I told him to conter with his owner 
yf tw the 


and present himself to the church. Jerry was prom] 
hour, and when an opportunity was given he prescutcd 
himself for membership. In the hearing of all the congre- 
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gation he told his simple story, in a few but earnest words. 
There was no dream, no voice, and no miraculous maniies- 
tations rehearsed; but with plain and heartfelt utterances 
he convinced the congregation, already in tears, that he not 
only had a soul, but that his spirit had been moved by the 
power of God. I baptized him with some others, and very 
soon he expressed an anxiety to learn to read the Dible. 
In this he was encouraged, and in his aptness to learn soon 
acquired what he sought. He was granted permission and 
encouraged by the church to preach to his people. Up to 
the war, and during the struggle, he deported himself with 
Christian propriety, and although a quarter of a century has 
passed since [ baptized him, he still lives to declare the 
good news of salvation to his race. 

On this same trip, in the month of March, passing frora 
Leona to Springtield, with only one house on the road, I 
found a creek swimming, about midway between these 
points. About two hours were lost in my efforts to head 
the swimming water. It was very cold and I dreaded it. 
Finally, my horse was plunged into. the swollen siream. 
He swam with ine to-the opposite bank without any d{f- 
culty; but as he struggled amid obstructions on the Spring- 
field side, 1 was compelled to dismount in the water and 
give the animal my assistance. 

My boots were full of water, and all my clothing thor- 
oughly saturated. A blue Texas norther whistled around 
my_ears, and appeared almost to penetrate my quivering 
limbs, as I mounted the horse, at four o’cloek in the 
evening, with twenty-five miles lying stretched between me 
and Springteld in a north-westerly direction, and not a 
single house on the way that I knew of. To my great 
surprise and gratilication, aiter travelling about eight miles, 
my clothing now freezing, I came suddenly upon a camp 


wet 
cua Sain ih a ins i Sa 


eee Se eee eee 




































ti 





' 
7" Tr wf teomris9 Sid veil ni 
| wrblie si epolt pein on tei mrs 1860 
a eoomoruty Jira frei itwhey div | 
ror add decd patipad beesieingnee syvrgneD a ha 
. gd) vd bovout good bed iakje elt sae? jog noe: a fons A 
nov Dae ,2inillo sage iV oil | wkidqn it bo Yo 1990 oq. 
. oidil add hoor oF eteel of yloieee ae 2oNqQZo od 008, : 
yooe giel ot sesh ai # line pegs 1pOdND Baw of eid? al. 
q frets goleei rrr bay aaa saw all adguoa od 3 mle bert ups 
of qd - .plqooy a aa donc of denudy edt y wd i wgeMOItD 
. iw Teen id batageb ad slogwite ods gas hob ban (am, ol? 
a | Ph YIoIase & "oO totnp efenvondiea Dae Tistiqomg ¢ siden 
a oat An al mw) Ou aorrii i 2 Oi nid 4 Ni yd ]. onia stent 


ST 3 id oO} AC dav Lhe Yo evod Boog... 


i it. Wert gq drei To cum “att a yqitl 9 cave @ield 6Q. 


; 0 t ~ oe ine ts of 0 pie . ; ee blots ~ cs ot Aad 
} tlt nya ied vepbsiar ryt : . ret) et 3 2419 & Pi 
1 ries Wee AME ve | @1ev oO ows 2H cae é aiciog , 


sr@haw yqarienonbae oilt i 


) hb i Dien Moo yay enw 2 
AM dea aahowe on i peenulg env ae oul ¥ rete. oinald, - s 
; ity wear suodtiw dnad aftendgyo temhon dog wows oth ai 
serine io guottumiedo bets Tahagarnts ail en, tad pila, ae 
is totow aut af Jetiomeih ot Detling enw vt pire 


} i if Vad j b 
bane Lraldeid enya opt A. boderntea ida 
| WHIM TINp Ose VI ci Seats yi Moye Fretts eb 
i lig : Sayto' ey  SERDT : | bt . Loredy 
' a ia woo wdad ie serie) eel tar ss rhea 
5 bh lod Tae uo Hastevd-d iat, 8 ut 
a q deer ya oY 36 “wind 1 jasht your ot BO: . 


goles idnio tay > sriliavny) + ~ ve colinatineny de 
giant wont ") 


. ; x3 
oe an wf ite eign ‘ebbue wine 12 
, Ne ' . FA 
1 wes Ae - iy i i iis La 








PIONEER PREACHING. 235 


by the roadside, made since my February trip. Here was 
a good fire, a little log cabin covered, no floor, cracks not 
lined and no chimney. The familiar voice of a brother 
in Christ was recognized; and brother Sanders, whom I 
had known in Washington County, and afterwards at 
IIuntsville, invited me to share with him for the night the 
comforts of his camp. He had been there only a short 
time, had no corn for my horse, and his wagon, sent below 
for supplies, had not returned in consequence of high waters. 
It was eighteen miles yet to Springfield, with two and per- 
haps three dangerous streams to swim; and although the 
horse must shiver all night as he nipped the short spring 
grass, and although the missionary was informed that the 
family had neither bread nor meat, he decided to tarry for 
the night. 

It was by this time almost sunset, and as I drew off my 
boots and exposed my wet and almost frozen feet to the 
fire, the good sister Sanders gave me acup of coffee. The 
wind, ’tis true, whistled throneh the open cracks in the new 
log cabin, but this was far better than shivering all night alone 
on the bank of some swollen creek ahead, or perhaps, in the 
midst of my great suffering, exposing my life by trying to 
swim it after night. While drinking my coffee, I inquired 
if the landlord had guns and ammunition. This was an- 
swered in the affirmative. I asked if the dogs would tree 
turkeys. To this a like answer was returned. Still drink- 
ing my coffee, I ordered the guns put in good order, assur- 
ing the family that my Master had a storehouse down in the 
adjacent creek bottom, and that we would soon have plenty 
of meat. 

I soon passed out of the cabin, with brother Sanders’ 
little son and the dogs at my heels. The dogs, understand- 
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ing what was wanted, preceded us into the creek bottom, 
same half a mile distant, and soon the fluttering turkeys 
were seeking protection among the trees. I was on the 
ground in double-quick, and a fine gobbler perched upon s 
limb, almost right over my head. Here I was much per- 
plexed. The strong stick in my Master’s meat-house sup- 
ported the magnificent turkey well, as he stretched his lonz 
neck and sidewise turned his eye on me, uttering, * Put! 
put!” But the old rifle in my hand had a flint and steel 
lock, and, in holding the gun up in a perpendicular posi- 
tion, I feared, when the pan flew open, that the powder, 
instead of taking fire, would empty itself into my eyes. 
In that event the feathers would carry off the meat, and I 
would not be able to shoot another. But little time was 
given to hesitation, and taking good aim I shut both eyes 
and pulled the trigger. Fortunately, down came the turkey 
and no powder entered my eyes. By the time it was dark, 
we were back at the camp with several turkeys. One was 
immediately dressed and hung before the fire, in regular 
backwoods style. This was truly an earnest time for the 
preacher and the family. 

The clothing I wore was getting a little more comforta- 
ble. But on opening my saddle-bags I found everything 
saturated with water from the creek I swam in the eveninz. 
My heart was yery sad when I found my old Jerusalem 
blade and the old Concordance that I had carried for twenty- 


‘five years perfectly wet. Everything was spread before thie 


fire, and the turkey and coffee were tasted with a sharp rel- 
ish. Texans are famous for good strong coffee, and the 
flavor of that turkey was beyond description. 

Old sister Sanders has gone to her reward, and the old 
brother, when last heard from, was full of age and intirmi- 
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ties. One year ago, while on a visit to Marlin, I met the 
little boy who was with me when I shot the turkey and 
spent a night inhisfamily. Twenty-five years have madea 
great change in the country where this occurred, and have 
changed the boy into the head of a considerable family. 

The nicht’s rest was quite refreshing, and as the clear 
golden sunbeams of the morning appeared, we thanked God 
together for temporal and spiritual good. Preachers, I 
think, ought always to try to make themselves useful. On 
this occasion I rejoiced in my ability to use a gun with sue- 
cess, as in other instances mentioned and to be mentioned. 
A visit was made to the creek, but it was not considered 
safe yet to cross it. A deer was killed, at this time very 
acceptable, and on our return to camp the wagon was in 
with provisions from below. Another day was spent wait- 
ing for the creeks to fall, and Springfield was reached in time 
for the appointment. The little church was already receiv- 
ing strength by additions to the original number. 

We now crossed Richland creek, and passing preached at 
Corsicana. Only a few small houses there then. Chambers’ 
creek was crossed and an appointment filled in a settlement 
beyond, where the Providence church was organized in July, 
1846, without any minister present but myself, with fourteen 
members. People from a long distance off met us there in 
March and afterwards, and we had a large congregation for 
that day, which met us regularly. 

_ <AsT retraced my steps homeward, I turned up Richland 
creek, and visited brother N. T. Byars, preaching in his 
community. According to my recollection, he had some 
lime previous to this organized the church known as Society 
Till. Sometimes on my return I preached at Springtield. 
On my arrival at the little Brazos the weather was quite 
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cold, the canoe on the opposite side, and nobody in sight or 
hearing. Were was another large swollen stream to swim. 
Reaching home, I filled my appointment where the Little 
River church was organized in 1847, with six white and one 
colored member, by Z. N. Morrell. 

You now have the history of one month’s work performed 
by a pioneer missionary. A change of horses was required 
every trip, and these trips were made in succession, 
monthly, for two years, making over seven thousand miles. 
My salary each year was two hundred and fifty dollars, 
and the last year I spent three hundred dollars to keep 
myself in horses. 

In the fall of 1846 the old Union Association received 
into her bounds a valuable addition of ministers. No ship 
that ever ploughed the waves between New Orleans and 
Galveston, I suppose, ever brought at one time a more 
valuable cargo for Texas than the one that landed Elders 
J. W. D. Creath, P. B. Chandler, Henry L. Graves and 
Noah Ill. Elder Graves eame, under a call from the 
Board of ‘Trustees of Baylor University, to take his posi- 
tion as president of the school. The others came under 
appointment of the Board of the Southern Baptist Con- 
yention, as missionaries. Over a quarter of a century has 
passed, aud three of the number still live. 

Lider Noah ill passed to his reward on high in the fall 
of 1867, having faithfully devoted twenty-one years of the 
prime of his life in Texas to the cause of the Master whom 
he loved much. TI formed his acquaintance first at the ses- 
sion of Union Association, held with the church at Houston 
in 1547, and met him frequently afterwards. Many a time 
have the fires of my soul burned under the strains of his 
Pious eloquence. 
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He was born in Rutherford County, North Carolina, in 
1811, and was baptized in 1837. He was married in early 
life, and with a wife and three children he moved to Mercer 
University, and there acquired an education. Largely im- 
bued with the mission spirit, he accepted the appointment 
alluded to, and coming to Texas, settled first at Matagorda, 
preaching much in the adjacent country. In the midst of 
the storm that swept over that beautiful city on our coast, 
he suffered much loss and moved into the interior. Wash- 
ington and Fayette Counties long felt the power of this 
earnest preacher, while he served as pastor both at Lagrange 
and Brenham. 

As a preacher, his zeal and earnestness, upheld by a large 
benevolence, were felt by all men and congregations with 
whom he came incontact. THis head was full of waters, and 
his eyes a fountain of tears, that wept freely over lost sin- 
ners. Those who heard him in the midst of his masterly 
exhortations can never forget him. He was sound in doc- 
trine and pressed his conclusions with power. Large numbers 
repented under his appeals. He preached to the heart. 

Modest and unassuming in his manners, he never sought 
position in any of our general meetings. Seldom could he 
be induced to make speeches, even on questions of great 
interest. In the pulpit he was always at home, and the 
people heard him gladly. The effect produced on my mind 
under two of his efforts will never be forgotten. One 
was made before the Little River Association, at Lex- 
ingten, Burleson County, and the other before the Baptist 
State Convention at Anderson. On the former occasion he 
preached on * faith, hope and charity,” and as he showed 
the successive steps of the believer, from the moment trust 
in Jesus possessed his soul, until faith was lost in sight, 
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hope in glad fruition, and he entered the boundless sea of 
everlasting love in heaven, our souls leaped for joy that 
was ** inexpressible and full of glory.” On the latter occa- 
sion he plead the mission cause on Sunday, at eleven 
o'clock, before the Baptist State Convention, in which he 
showed himself master of the glorious theme. Towards 


- the close of his life he suffered under great bodily aillic- 


tions. A sermon in his memory was preached by Elder RK. 
C. Burleson to the congregation at Brenham, in 1868, where 
he held his last pastorate. The text suggests the power of 
his influence: ‘* He being dead yet speaketh.” 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


THE RACE TRACK AT SPRINGFIELD. — 1846. 





CU Y ITEN I indicated to the brethren and friends in 
| my old field, in Union Association, my inten- 
‘ tion to occupy the field now embraced in Trin- 
ity River and Richland Associations, they protested against 
it; some of them declaring that life would be hazarded 
among cut-throats and desperadoes. But I never did have 
any fears in going into any territory occupied by people 
speaking my mother-tongue. There is something in the 
name of Jesus that will overcome prejudice and produce 
respect for the minister who, with discretion, declares it 
faithfully ; and with kindness, moderation, and firmness, a 
victory may be gained over our worst enemics. 

Springtield, in 1846, was the head-centre for a large num- 
ber of gamblers and professional racers. Some of these 
were desperate men, with the blood of their fellows upon 
their hands. Some fifty familics lived in and around the 
little village. There stoed the grog-shop,— the enemy to 
peace and good society, to say nothing of Christianity. I 
rarely ever got far enough on the frontier to avoid these 
sinks of sin. God have mercy upon the man that measures 
liquid fire to his neighbor by the quart! Ie may be recog- 
nized in decent society here, but the terrors of the second 
death hang upon his future pathway. 

Near the town was a race-track on which much labor had 
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been expended, and from many miles, in almost every direc- 
tion, at certain seasons of the year, sportsmen brouglit 
trained horses to this track, either to win or lose large sums 
of money. Thecharacters that hung round the old town of 
Washington in 1837, of whom I have written, and the dis- 
turbers that tried me sorely at Huntsville in 1845, had 
taught me some important lessons, while I taught them aud 
others the way of life. If you want to get a victory over 
animal or man, the best policy is not to let him get the start 
of you. This lesson, I take it for granted, was taught by 
the Saviour, when he said, ‘“ Be wise as serpents.” These 
characters I watched with a jealous eye, on my new field of 
labor, intending to do them all the good I could; but at the 
same time determined, in answer to prayer, that my Master 
should get the victory. My former conflicts caused me to 
whet my ingenuity to a keen edge, in the event of an issue. 

As the spring advanced and summer drew nigh, the orii- 
nance of baptism was demanded for the first time at Spring- 
field, and administered. The people * from all the regions 
round about” came to witness it. ‘The races were on hand 
for the following week, and gamblers, from near and from 
far, were on the ground. 

The baptism was over, and the time drawing near for 
preaching. The gamblers, about fifty in number, retired to 
the vrocery to eet a grink. Iwas having more trouble than 
uenal in getting my mind centred upon a text and a subject. 
A little season was given to prayer, under the hill hard by ; 
but as IT waiked towards the court-house where we preached, 
no light appeared. Preachers who read this will know how 
I felt. As I passed close by the grocery, on my way, I 
observed that the door was shut, and the fifty sportsmen fol 
lowed after me. This was more than I expected, but it 
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afforded much gratification. The reflection passed through 
my mind that these men would not pray for me, and my 
spirit was somewhat cast down. An expression froma Paul 
now fastened itsclf upon my mind, and a train of thought, 
formerly digested, came to my relief. Soon all were quietly 
seated, the sportsmen by themselves, and, after the usual 
preliminaries, the text was announced :— 

** Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.” — [ebrews xii. 
oy oe 

‘Religion is true. <A cloud, a great cloud of witnesses 
hovers about us, bearing testimony to its divine authen- 
ticity. Man’s own conscience, in the light of revealed truth, 
bears witness to the fact that he is a sinner, estranged from 
God, and deserving punishment. The claims of religion are 
pressed upon him, in this helpless state, designed and able 
to bring him back to God. By nature he is rebellious, and, 

eaccording to Seripture declaration, an unbeliever. 

* As the jury, a short time past, was impannelled in that 
box (pointing to my right), and sworn to decide, according 
to law and testimony, the guilt or innocence of the man who 
was tried for his life, so, at this hour, you may consider 
yourselves sworn in before God, the mighty Judge, to decide 
your guilt or innocence, and, at the same time, which race 
you will run to-morrow. 

“ Wirst: when the eye of man, in ancient days, beheld the 
heavens spread out like a curiain, and dotted with millions 
of blazing orbs of light, God declared by the mouth of [is 
servant David, in the nineteenth Psalm, that ¢ The heavens 
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declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handywork.’ We further declared by the mouth of the 
great apostle, who was caught up to the third heaven, that 
‘The invisible things of him from the creation of the wor! | 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse.’ — Romans i. 20. 

‘© The testimony given by the creation and these glorious 
manifestations certainly establishes the fact in the mind of 
‘every juror, that there is a God, a mighty God, the father 
of us all. None but a fool will return the verdict, * that 
there is no God.’ 

*¢ The second point taken in this case is that part of the 
testimony rendered by the Word of God. The witness is 
full of age, and clearly testifies what he saw and heard. 
Long before the morning stars appeared, or ever the sons of 
God shouted for joy, this ‘Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.’ His testimony was never doubted in 
heaven, among the angelic throng who ever sing his praise. 
Farly in the history of man, he made known the promise 
that the seed of the woman should bruise the head of the 
serpent. More than seven hundred years before the shout- 
ing angel host declared the presence of the new-born King, 
Isaiah saw, with prophetic eye, the scenes transpiring in 
Bethlehem, and wrote, ‘Unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace.’ The prophet Micah, hundreds of years before, 
was told the place of his birth and the character of the per- 
sonage. ‘But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thea ve 
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
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he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old from everlast-  , 
ing.” The birth, the life, the cruel death, and triumphant 
resurrection of the Son of God, are facts clearly set forth . 
under the testimony of our second witness, and he who 
doubts must be damned, ‘ because he hath not believed in 


the name of the only-begotten Son of God.’ 


* The third witness on the stand is the Spirit of God. 
Jesus while 


The prophets, long before, foretold his coming. 
‘ather would 


on earth made promise, that when he left the 


send‘ the Spirit of truth.” On the day of Pentecost he came 


with ‘a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and filled all the house where they (the disciples) were sit- 
His testimony quickens, enlightens, sanctifies, com- 
He convicts of sin, and faithfully points 


ting.’ 
forts and saves. 
to the remedy, Jesus, who is both the priest and sacri- 


fice. 
“In the fourth place, I bid you pause, and consider well 
the testimony given by the long line of witnesses, —- from 
Abel, who ‘ottered unto God a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was right- 


eous, God testifying of his gifts;’ to the patriarch 


Abraham, who ‘believed God, and it was imputed ‘unto 


lim for rigliteousness ;—’ and to the list of saints, under 


both dispensations, who have testified that God has power 
on earth to forgive sins. 

** Men were trained in ancient times, in the East, both to 
Heht and run. Before entering upon the track to run for the 
prize, they were required to spend months under the most 
tigid rules of diet and exercise, and then in the race every 
garment that would offer the least obstruction was laid 
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“In connection with oriental customs, let us consider, ou 
this occasion, some of the usages of modern racing, tha: 
may serve us in illustrating the Christian’s flight along ile 
race-tracl of life, for the glorious prize and crown of re- 
joicing that lie in full view of the eye of faith, at the cni 
of his race. Before me I see quite a number of gentlemen, 
of ail ages, from the youth in his teens to the man pust the 
meridian of life, who expect to enter their horses upon ih. 
beautiful track on the prairie, about a half mile from where 
I stand, towards the rising sun, to-morrow morning at teu 
o'clock. If I make mistakes in stating the preparations 
required and the laws that govern the track, there are gen- 
tlemen here who can and who have permission to cor- 
rect me. 

** Men, in ancieut times, were frequently trained, like your 
horses now, to run with weights on the fect, and sometim:s 
heavy burdens on the back. Relieved of these weights, the 
animal feels greatly encouraged and bouuds eagerly away. 
God sometimes allows grievous burdens and temptations to 
be placed upon his people, who run for the prize, and by 
suddenly removing these allows them rapidly to ascend the 
shining way. Men were not permitted, among the ancients. 
the use of wine or any strong drink, during the months ot 
training. It enfeebled the muscles, and if indulged in ou 
the day of the race made the man recl upon the track, and 
perhaps brought him in collision with his opponent.  Ilence 
the ure of wine and strong drink was strictly forbidden. 
Large quantities of food, highly-seasoned, have been 
denied your horses now for several duys, ag,,enery es 
pericnced racer ainong you aOWs that full-fed horses sre 
both sluggish and clumsy. Temperance and moderativ® 
are lessons everywhere inculcated for the government of 
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those who would successfully run the Christian race. The 
indulgence of every wicked passion stupefies and retards 
the man of God in the pursuit of spiritual ends. 

** Among civilized nations there are rules and customs iu 
war that the honorable never violate. Soamong sportsmen 
there are stipulations and well-known regulations, to which 
the honorable among your number rigidly adhere. He who 
would cheat and defraud hesitates not to tax the ingenuity 
of his deceit behind the curtain, and, with a lie in his heart, 
sign the rules governing an honorable race. Honest men 
would spurn the suggestion of ‘ cross-balancing’ a competi- 
tor’s horse. 

**Lest some of the audience may not understand the 
phrase, I will suggest that the smith employed to shoe the 
horse is sometimes bribed. ‘The shoes are made of unequal 
weight by inserting in one a plate of lead. This is done 
with so much ingenuity that the owner is not at all likely to 
discover it. The horse in this condition is greatly hin- 
dered. 

**The honest racer would on no account allow the horse 
that was relied on to win his thousands to be beaten by 
moonshine, in the presence of a few witnesses, that upon 
this information others might be led into a snare and lose 
their money. [Here there was some uneasiness and elbow- 
ing. In a low tone, one said, ‘IIe has been there and 
knows all about it.2] In my boyhood days, in Tennessee, 
on several occasions, I rode upon the track and got an 
insizht into some of the tricks of the swindlers. [A voice. 
‘IT told you so.’] Miserable fellows they are. Among tne 
ancient, honorabie racer, such characters, when detected, 
were ruled ont as perjured villains; and when men are 
guilty of these things now ihey ought to be ruled out and 
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never allowed to enter again. ‘ Provide things honest in 
the sight of men’ is a scriptural injunction; and the man, 
professing Christianity, who gets position or riches at the 
expense of his neighbor’s welfare, deserves to be ruled out 
of the Christian race. 

‘¢ The text describes a spiritual race, gives the qualifica- 
tions for it, and the weight that must be thrown aside. 
We all, as Christians, have vulnerable parts. These weaker 
defences in human character Satan well knows, and against 
these he makes his strong assaults. These attacks lead us 
into the besetting sin. ‘ The sin that doth so easily beset 
us’ must be ferreted out and studiously held in check. 
Thus we lay aside the weight. 

* We inquire first for the preacher’s weight. It may be 
his want of faith in God. Difficulties, like dark clouds, 
hang upon his pathway, driving away, to all human appear- 
ances, prospects of success. Enemies to religion, deceivers, 
and those who corrupt the youth of the country, have infle- 
ences where and when he seems to have none. Sacrifices 
and dangers hang upon his pathway. In the midst of his 
trouble, and in the absence of that strong fait in God that 
rises above the clouds, Satan whispers, * All the kingdoms 
of the world and the glory of them are mine.’ ‘ All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship 
me.’ 

** Pride sometimes enters the preacher’s heart, and the 
devil sits by him in the pulpit, tells him of the creat num- 
ber of souls he has been the honored instrument in convert- 
ing, tells him of the powerful effects of his sermons, and 
Whispers flattery and lies in his * itching ears’ until he is 
almost beside himself with vanity. The devil knows that 
God despises vanity, and hence he is always glad of a 
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chance to stuff a preacher full of it. Full of this, he labors 
to please men; and Paul declared, ‘If I yet please men, 
then would I not be the servant of Christ.’ 

‘The preacher must have ‘ his loins girt about with truth? 
When Satan can get a man into the pulpit preaching tradi- 
tions, ‘ teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,’ 
he regards him and those who follow him an easy prey. 
Without the girdle of truth, which is the word of God, the 
preacher is weak in the back, and certainly unfit for a race. 
The truth is powerful. An old soldier said, ‘ The truth will 
stand alone as soon as it is born, but falsehood will fall with 
all the props that men can place around it.’ A minister 
should never take the truth to knock error down. Truth 
should simply be placed by the side of error. As light 
appears, darkness hides itself. As Dagon fell in the pres- 
ence of the Ark, so error melts away in the presence of 
truth. 

“ What is true of the minister, as already stated, applies 
with force to deacons, appointed as officers in the church 
of God. If in the exercise of their office faithfulness is 
wanting at any point, and they do not rule well over the 
department under their special care, the devil wields, 
through their neglect, a mighty influence. The support of 
the pastor, expense of keeping the house of God in good 
order, and the care of the poor of the flock, are all placed on 
them. They are only required to pay an individual part ; 
but they are full of weight and disqualitied for the race as 
long as they have any disposition to surrender, short of the 
accomplishinent of their work. 

“We now pass to the multitude asking permission to 


enter this race. ‘This class embraces the king on his throne, 
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and the peasant with his hoe. While all are included, the 
same qualifications are required of all. 

‘¢ First, as these are all sinners, ‘ dead in trespasses and 
sins,’ blind and under the power of darkness, they must Le 
made alive, and sight given instead of blindness. Desai 
men cannot walk, and blind men cannot see to run for 2 
prize. Quickened by the power of the Spirit of God, the 
hand of faith takes hold on truth, and the eye of faith sces 
*‘ Jesus, who is the author and finisher of our faith.’ 

*¢ The second step to take is the oath of allegiance to him 
who instituted the Christian race. Jesus is the author and 
finisher. As he was buried and rose again, he requires 
that his disciples shall testify, by their burial in baptis:, 
and their resurrection from the watery grave, their belict 
in him. Determined to ‘walk in newness of life,’ their 
sins must be laid aside, and the love of them; and ‘ for- 
getting the things that are behind,’ they are fully prepare! 
to enter the race, with immortality and eternal life as it 
prize offered by Christ at the end. If you are not prepar 
to run this race, clear the track, and dare not throw an 
obstacle in our way. 

** In the midst of the confusion and excitement in arranc- 
ing for the race, men sometimes fail to be ready at the set 
time. Sometimes the stakes agreed upon are not there, and 
again the horse and his rider won’t be controlled and su'> 
mit to the rules governing, the race. In either case your 
judges rule them out, and demand a forfeit for the failure. 
The Judge who decides the qualifications for this spirituas 
race cannot be deceived. Those demanding entrance mus! 
possess the legal qualifications, or be driven away with fic 
payment of a fearful forfeit. To-morrow morning, tc4 
o’clock, will find some of you unprepared for the race on tue 





Lae 


: ay th al Be, ne ; sill rn 
o WeEG yee bstuaa 
ee Be ee ae — ; ai iets . of 
a ; aN a ee 


= ‘erld th oto ie ening shi v A \eod ai | | 
f ; P ay 1s Min, 


a rf Re hs of die WF . fu ‘te ene of ot mci 4 — 






































SI i 
4 [vie eomenqaoe? sh heat * weontade Mn 1m Ben ly yt h, 
term you! ,etendsob Iervoy oft. ‘rshatg bab buifd rt ents 
: § ctevitd Yo Dwatert grev'y Fe iilgia bere. avila ¢ onal \ 
“+ oor 01 on of sea Jota wa tr funild fritin als W tonne ne or > te 


F gj Doe) W iid wy ToTawoNd of) va hoawsAni WO - osha” if « . 


a i + ; “a ; is 
; Rue OPP FO Pip (fi . 7 8O HO at ing stat Yo bat + 
.s oe ne ae 
y ‘Le ’ &) "es ie ti : (LR Ou! ee aris “4 odw enzat * v 
il w) goaareotia to dipo ads ei edn? 03 qoja tinea olT* Mes y 


+3 bae Wihlue Sal BY etriey MEM a Hides ne J oily, het utitent oda 


an - e veo : ie SS. on ; 
wo 9G .HIfDe Seal Der Not pow od ak vodeiaa 
ialt eps a\ iii sf - ji 5] ship fu MMS eS5 is Rue 4 i qroeib aid salah - 


mer” 
Sd) » 


;  ‘wilod aie) joverg wrelew Git mon nelisormes Visi hak oe 
F° vied Vl Yo eecavesd nf aitw’ et honlinwteG: “aakieae re 
|* Fore > ed) 1 rol aisten Tint od Jaina @ evie” uke 
Iruqeany yt ole Yor? Yiided oun deat vould ods pattem = 
i tendo tern wilted div poey silt todas oF 

, ' ort! P anehd ~ it 

If fo" th 4 weet S hori sigh 7 
1) woul) tor cin Bie toen off saat jose ahi ae 
| Wile ot eres: Ae 
' Trt mi dromoiioxe ban woredtnes ods To Jenin oly al m4 ‘ = 
4 + ot te Yhret oO} fist eoniifomoa rom sort olf 30 gail» aif | 
lL) Soro werd | e eodele oft eomliomoe yous 9% ifs 
+ \— «Sha fue btiontees od Ginow wwhis eid Daoeed ait? ningn: ; 9) a . 
seho indigo al = saomod) witint is egtit odd of foie ra) 


- 
4 
d 
> 
¥ 
> 


4 OWT at dot tid es baeaiely Jun poo mods olrresy yt 
q ry his rive 5 - ie a wd 
7 be by ee te ; , ra t d buy ‘9 
BBR dae wilt 1G) eter ee Letiyy oilh Bobet ia ow oshut| 
Nit QEMiTiJiey. Quant eid indy seort’l avloonh eal Jomtio4 
| ' be aus . P ; . Ware 
7 UT RL Cae OTS ePrbe od a , SA biota bs uy) becgqeal ole may ns 
. \ ni : 


A fa ,toinigom woromaeT sitve? luted a ‘ows Pars tf 


4) 00 gout odd vol Lemaypaqun voy To omtve ba hy iw be 





: , ; ; i} ip - 
TE i PS 


fea 


Ss APY he PPM 


THE RACE TRACK AT SPRINGFIELD. se | 


Springfield track, and in the midst of your high anticipa- 
tions, indulged in for months, the disappointment and mor- 
tification will be very great, when, under the regulations, the 
forfeit of a hundred or a thousand dollars is demanded. 
The forfeit that is demanded of all who fail to make due and 
timely preparation for this spiritual race is not so easily 
paid. In the payment of this forfeit, the deathless spirit 
must take hold of terrors that hang around the second 
death. A failure to enter is the forfeit of soul, body, peace 
and happiness forever. 

‘*The * Prince of the power of the air’ furnishes a num- 
ber of horses for the race-track of life, and promises the 
rider that he shall win happiness as the prize. Riches, 
honor, pleasure and passion are silver-mounted steeds, and 
Satan asserts that they are swift as the wind. Although 
they have failed, in a thousand instances, to win the prize 
that was promised, allured by the beauty of the horse, and 
deceived by the promises of his Satanic majesty, men con- 
tinue, in large numbers, to hazard everything upon their 
speed, 

‘* By the side of these trained steeds, Pll enter, to-day, the 
white horse of the gospel, and stake my all, body, soul, and 
spirit, — my interests for time and eternity, — upon the race, 
With happiness, immortality and eternal life, to be reached 
at the end. For over five thousand years men have been 
risking their all upon this horse, and as yet he never has 
lost a race. Wicked men, it is true, once crucified and 
slew him, and rejoiced for a season over his downfall, as he 
slept in the grave; but he had power to lay down his life, 
and power to take it up again. On the third bright 
morn, mocking the pretensions of the devil and his minions, 
he chained death to his chariot wheel, and swifter than the 
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wind, when forty days had passed, he sped his way to tli: 
heavenly court, and grasped the prize, bearing with him the 
first fruits of the resurrection. As he entered the avenue 
that revealed his approach to the gates of the eternal city, 
the shout of the angel hosts reverberated along the vauits 
of heaven, ‘Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye 
lifted up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King of glory shalt 
come in.’ He has ‘led captivity captive’ and ‘ received 
gifts for men.’ 

** Around me to-day are a few who have counted up 
the cost, and equipped, as the laws governing this spiritusl 
race direct, are running, with the flight of time, ‘ the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author anil 
finisher of our faith; who, for the joy that was set before 
him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is sect 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.’ In this 
wilderness of Texas we are determined, under God, to do ail 
that we can to lay broad and deep the foundations of society 
upon gospel principles, and hope, through grace, at last to 
win the prize. And now, I warn all, that he who runs on 
any other track than that which is stained with Jesus’ blood 
loses everything and gains nothing.” 

I will not affirm that this was the sermon, verbatim, 
preached at Springfield. No notes were ever maie of it, ¢X- 
cept in my memory ; but impressions were madeupon my mit, 
that are vivid still, and I know that this is the substance. 

Tieft the place greatly mortified, and cast down in ny 
feclings, believing that I had lowered the dignity of thie 
pulpit; and that instead of magnifving my office aud in- 
spiring respect for the ministers of Jesus, [ had furnishe i 


yrounds for jesting and-merriment on the race-ground tie 
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following week. I tried to forget it, and erase the sermon 

and the occasion that called it forth from the book of my 
recollection. The greater the effort, the more signal the 
failure. My troubles and misgivings relative to it but 
served to burn it the more deeply upon my mind. 

One thing I observed: at my subsequent appointments 
at the place, marked respect and attention were given from 
the local members of this club; but this manifestation never 
justified me, in my own estimation, for using in the pulpit 
the phrases of racers and gamblers, and thereby revealing 
to the people at large my familiarity with the conversation 
and customs of the profession. : 

Fourteen years afterwards I attended a session of the 
Trinity River Association, and there was accosted, by a 
warm-hearted, intelligent gentleman, with the appellation of 
brother. Te shook my hand cordially, and, seeing I did not 
recognize him, reminded me of the sermon to the racers in 
1846, when, as he said, I bet on the white horse of the gos- 
pel. He repeated the text, and, after stating some of the 
more prominent positions taken in the sermon, said, ** Iwas 
one of that crowd of racers. I had a white horse on the 
track the following week. The sermon was common talk 
during the races, and every time I looked at my white horse 
Iwas forcibly reminded of the white horse of the gospel. 
After I left that place God gave me no rest till peace was 
given by faith in Christ.” He had been a member of the 
church for years, and was an active member of Trinity 
River Association. What was true in his case, he said 
Was true in the case of a number of others of the same 
crowd. ‘This was the first comtort since the sermon was 
delivered. 

It is fifty years since I entered the ministry, and, after 
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mature deliberation, I here record my conviction that there 
are too many strait-jacket, tight-laced, cut-and-dried ser- 
mons delivered. I mean by this sermons prepared for cer- 
tain hours, and delivered irrespective of the surroundin:s 
at the time. A sermon may be good on one occasion that 
is entirely inappropriate for another. Subjects and sermons 
ought to be studied, and studied profoundly; but if the 
preacher finds that the congregation is composed of sinners, 
when he was expecting saints, then he had better lay aside 
his sermon on election and preach on repentance, even at the 
risk of criticism. Subjects well chosen make half the bat- 
tle, and Satan trembles when the preacher takes good aim. 
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{ CHAPTER. X X11. 


TWO ASSOCIATIONS. — 1847. 


ay "YO year, in the early history of Texas Baptists, 
c dawned upon us with brighter prospects than 
® 'W 1847. From the south came news of the most 
cheering character. Tuckins at Galveston, Try- 

on at Houston, and Hill at Matagorda, were receiving and 
reporting evidences of divine favor. Chandler was at La- 
grange, and Creath at Huntsville, realizing those blessings 
that attended the missionaries of the Marion Board so long 
in Texas. Henry L. Graves, the first president of Baylor 
University, already was enjoying an earnest of that success 
which rested upon the beloved institution during the years 
that followed. Hosea Garrett, in Washington County. and 
R. E. B. Baylor, on his district as judge, preaching wher- 
ever he went, both rejoiced on their respective fields ; while 
N. T. Byars and Z. N. Morrell were, under God, laying the 
foundations of the Trinity River Association. 

East of the Trinity River, churches were springing up in 
different sections that were soon to be banded together in 






associations ; and from every quarter of the State, wherever 

the gospel was preached, God poured out his Spirit and 

revived his work. Previously the strength that gathered 

around the infant churches was principally from tmmicgra- 

tion; but now large accessions were being received by bap- 

tism, and anticipations formerly indulged were being real- 
255 
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ized. 1846 laid the foundation for blessings in large meas- 
ure realized during the years that followed. Ascending 
the hill to that beautiful spot occupied by Baylor Univer- 
sity, which presented then and does still a scenery in every 
direction of surpassing grandeur, and looking across tle 
prairies stretching every way, north, east, south, and west, 
I frequently, in 1847, held up my head and rejoiced that the 
wilderness was blooming as the rose. 

At the eighth annual session of the Union Association, in 
1847, the churches at Lagrange, Macedonia, Plum Grove, 
Bethany, and Rocky Creek, petitioned for letters of dismis- 
sion, having in view the organization of a new association. 
The letters were granted, and a committee, consisting of 
Elders Garrett, Huckins, Tryon, Morrell, and brother J. M. 
Hill, was appointed to aid the churches in forming the new 
organization. 

Delegates from nine churches, representing one hun- 
dred and nineteen Baptists, met with the Rocky Creck 
church, in Lavaca County, on Thursday before the third 
Sunday in November, 1847, and, after a sermon from Elder 
Z. N. Morrell, called Elder Hosea Garrett to the chair. So 
soon as the letters were read the convention was organized 
by electing Elder Noah Hill, president, and T. J. Pilgrim, 
Recording Secretary. Articles of faith were read and 
adopted, and the first article of their Constitution declared 
that ‘ This association shall be called the Colorado 
Baptist Associution.” 

The association was then organized, by electing Elder 
Richard Ellis, moderator, and Thomas J. Pilerim, clerk. 
Some of the churches composing this body were among the 
first organized in the State. Six counties were represented 
by the nine churches, and the territory reached from the 
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city of Austin to the coast, and as far west as the Guadalupe 
River. 

The first moderator of the Colorado Association was 
Richard Ellis, a Virginian by birth. He came to Texas in 
1857, at the age of twenty-four, and solicited employment 
from me, in the old town of Washington, on his arrival in 
the State. He was a young man of enterprise and great in- 
dustry, giving evidence of that perseverance that maried 
the man in his ministerial work. We have sometimes been 
led to doubt the conversion of men, who claimed to be 
Christians, in the midst of laziness. A man that can’t be 
cured of this disease had better follow something else than 
preaching. We had no saw-mills in Texas then, and being 
in need of lumber, brother Ellis seized the whip-saw and 
rendered me some valuable assistance. He was a young 
man of great picty, and at the time he was with me, in 
1837, was under impressions to preach. Themost, however, 
that we could induce him to do, was to pray in public, 
which he did in the midst of the scoffers at Washington, 
described in a previous chapter. [Hemoved to the Colorado, 
and became a member of the Macedonia church, some eight 
or ten miles below Austin. This church was organized in 
May, 1841, by Elders R. FE. B. Baylor and J. Woodruif. 

3y this church he was licensed, and as there were no min- 
isters at hand to ordain him, and as none could visit them 
at the time, he was sent down the river to Plum Grove, and 
set apart to his work, in the presence of that church, by 
Elders R. E. B. Baylor and Z. N. Morrell, in 1842. 

Brother Ellis was 2 man of strong mind, with only a 
medinm English education; yet his words were always se- 
ceptable, and his speech of great power. Zealous in the 
great cause he had espoused, he devoted to it all the 
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energies of his manhood; and in the pulpit, every movement 
of his body, flash of his eye, and utterance of his tonne, 
revealed the soul of earnestness. A number of comni- 
nities, in the bounds of the Colorado Association, felt the 
power of his ministry, and as the rising man among te 
churches, he was placed in the moderator’s chair. 

He was a man of great usefulness; but his ministry was 
of short duration. He exerted himself powerfully in lh: 
sermons, and many of us suppose that he passed to the 
grave prematurely in consequence of it. The date ani cir- 
cumstances of his death are not before me. 

Thomas J. Pilgrim, the modest, unassuming, intelligent, 
pious, model Christian gentleman, was the first clerk of i)» 
Colorado Association. He was in Texas in 1829, and the 
superintendent of a Sunday school at San Filipe, of thiry- 
two scholars, the first organized in Texas. He has been 
appropriately styled the Sunday-school man of Texas, u0t 
only because he founded the first, but because he has con- 
tributed all in his power to promote the Sunday-scho 
cause, during all these forty-three years past. The churen 


last beard from. 

The second session of the Colorado Association was he! ! 
in the city of Austin in 1848. T'he church at Austin wes 
organized by Elder R. H. Taliaferro, in July, 1847, wis 
eight members. We was their pastor at the time the as-- 
ciation convened with the church, and with only short '- 
termissions has filled the position up to the pre 
tine. 

Srother Taliaferro came to Texas, as a missionary, ely 
in 1847, and located at Austin in February, previous to te 
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organization of the church in July. The Colorado valley - 
has long been blest with the ministry of this eloquent 
preacher. Simple in his manners and conversation, making 
the little child rejoice in his presence, he may justly be 
styled the Apollos of the Texas churches. At all our 
general convocations, which he attended regularly, previous 
to the war, none who heard him forgot the power of his 
imagination and the passion of his eloquence. 

_ He has always been a close student, and as a writer has 
few superiors. He filled for some time the office of asso- 
ciate editor of the Texas * Baptist Herald,” and hundreds 
of Baptists eagerly read every article that appeared over 
his signature. 

The churches composing this body were greatly blessed. 
They had an efficient ministry, and, as the resources of 
Western Texas developed, churches sprang into existence. 
Accessions of new churches appear in the minutes of every 
meeting, and from nine churches, in 1847, with one hundred 
and nineteen members, the number continued to increase 
until 1858, when the minutes show forty-six churches, with 
a membership of nineteea hundred and seventy-two. 

Elder P. B. Chandler was chosen moderator, in 1849, at 
its third session, and was honored with this position fre- 
quently afterwards. Brother Chandler came to Texas, as a 
missionary appointed by the Domestie Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, in the fall of 18416, and 
located at Lagrange, Fayette County. Tle has ever been 
consistent both in theory and practice. Sound in the faith 
at all times, he has always allowed his moderation to be 
known unto «il men. Ife has been very useful among his 
churches and ever enjoyed their contidenee. He has never 
appeared as a shooting, blazing comet, now here and then 
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yonder, sometimes flashing and again invisible, but has 
steadily maintained his hold on the affections of his people 
and quietly toiled on among them in word and doctrine. 

The leading spirits in this body have always been mis- 
sion men. No disorganizing, anti-missionary element ever 
embarrassed the aggressive policy of the Colorado Associa- 
tion. Those who moulded public sentiment in this body 
from the beginning were themselves missionaries, and in 
active sympathy with the Boards in the east. With such 
men as Hill, Taliaferro, Chandler and Ellis, active and yet 
acting in perfect harmony, nothing but success might have 
been expected. In 1850, after receiving some aid from the 
Baptist State Convention, the association was reaping the 
benefits of one half the time of Elder J. H. Stribling, en- 
gaged as missionary. The following extract from his 
report at the fourth session shows something of his work 
and the vast field to be occupied ; — 

‘Since my appointment until this date I have travelled 
one thousand four hundred and sixty miles; preached fifty- 
five sermons, and delivered twenty-three lectures and exhor- 
tations. Ihave visited and preached at the towns of Whar- 
ton, Matagorda, Texana, Port Lavaca, Indianola, Peters- 
burg, Halletsville, Seguin, Gonzales, and other destitute 
portions of the country. ; : : : : : 

** Multiplied scores around us are calling for some one 
to break to them the bread of life. Our contiguity to Mex- 
ico. with its numerous multitudes oppressed by superstition 
and moral degradation, gives us facilities to improve their 
civil and religious condition not formerly enjoyed. Our 
German population is in a condition searcely less deplor- 
able. Nor should we neglect the important duty of water- 
ing where we have already planted in the Lord’s vineyard. 
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“ Our encouragements for increased energy and devotion 
are great. Weak and inadequate as our efforts have been, 
we have much cause for gratitude to God. Hitherto the 
Lord has blessed us. Already has the desert waste begun 
to blossom as the rose, some fruit has been manifest, pre- 
cious souls have been redeemed, light is spreading, darkness 
is receding. and the leaven of truth is spreading through 
the minds of our population.” 

At the fifth session, held with the Macedonia church in 
1851, we find a report from the Executive. Board, to the 
effect that Elder J. A. Kimball was laboring as an evan- 
gelist west of the Guadalupe River. 

At what time brother Kimball came to Texas I am not 
able to state definitely, but my impression is that he had 
not been in the State long previous to 1851. He did the 
work of an evangelist faithfully, and served as pastor at 
Seguin, Wharton, Bastrop, and other points west, in the 
early part-of his Texas ministry. He has done faithful 
service among the churches in Union Association. Brother 
Kimball has done much to indoctrinate our churches and 
stimulate our people to search for knowledge. 

He is not what the world at large would call an orator, 
but his large fund of information on all subjects with which 
he comes in contact commands the attention and respect of 
his audience. Ilis great excellence is in his pen. This he 
wields with a master-hand, and has, during the years that are 
passed, added much interest both to the old Texas Baptist, 
and since the war to the Texas ‘* Baptist Herald.” Some 
may say of him, as they said of Paul, that ‘his bodiv 
presence is weak;” others may say that ‘his speech is 

contemptible ;” but all who read after him must say that 


“his letters are weighty and powerful.” 


————— nonce Pema elt 
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Throughout the vast territory over which the Colorado As- 
sociation sent her missionaries, churches have continued to 
spring up in large numbers, as will be seen in giving notice 
of new associations organized in the west in later years. 

While the Baptists in the west, in 1847, were a unit on 
doctrine, and acting in concert under the articles of faith 
published in the ‘* Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge ; ” 
while the necessity that gave rise to the organization of 
the Colorado Association was that the territory was too 
large for one body successfully to prosecute its work; and 
while peace and prosperity abounded among the western 
churches, the brethren in the east were in trouble. The 
missionaries and anti-missionaries, instead of harmonizing, 
had been gradually defining the lines of disagreement since 
the organization of the Sabine Association in 1843. Elders 
Isaac Reed and Lemuel Ierrin, who co-operated in the 
formation of this body, could no longer consistently act in 
concert. Reed, and those who acted with him, violentiy 
opposed all mission organizations. DJerrin, and those acting 
with him, although in the minority, could no longer consent 
to remain in a body that opposed mission enterprises, 
Boards, Bible Societies, and, in a word, all benevolent or- 
ganizations outside of the church. 

The minutes of the Eastern Missionary Baptist Associa- 
tion, now before me, have the following, as the first item: 
“By agreement, the representatives from Macedonia, IHen- 
derson, Eight-mile and Border churches, met with the 
Border church, on Friday before the first Lord’s day in 
December, for the purpose of forming an association.” 

The convention thus assembled in December, 184 


adopted the Articles of Faith contained in thes Encyclopaedia 















wae 
tS Opa 


ae? pees 


ic te? 7 Y oa f alt Cine “guild -ytiana99 any pon rani 





y 
fai 






Pe 

































4 r 





" ode i ; 4 war 
vig at a : é at tw we or pe ame 


a iy > % t 
Oye TOEh AUNte ee eee MG 
; raat f » # * 
; ee Oe eee ve jae in ingio e 
vg nt y eva et wet Trey thd heh Pei om ; 
$a UG ee ’ 
wy 7 - Lf } 
. y 
i as auire ~ | eee tg a On wai ) owt vn 
mo fithee eS ye 4g RN RRR eee 
J k “ 
1 mM & yet ‘ ( a) 1 yey 
4 — ; * ¥ 
t ¢ j 
ne faial ou tt} wiry 
f pret VR POT Ve nee ENF Oe " 
vy 


ue ni yf pele Sees Ove coor band Ae he obaroloD odd 
an ayy y wi vod “ot me rh ogrel aati 


HOF Bae ee : Mra ii; ea 
i 7 ; ? 

bon ¢tow-: 2s) eobepeeeyy OF sll aD 

arise ott grome bohwwida yisoqeotd bua.2 eonng sisters 

ott duct al ¢ yn oy ott at noniderd el} 2 olan. Gy iar 


uistooarind 30) baoteal eolranolesina-iint Hae coismmotyaon 





a yea / ; ' 
VURAL Leen 2 Re DED TALL S| peed adek des see es : . 
af 
iM ee , ; to fin te apt eerie 
mye oe creepey eo LED TARO P OA as Meade a tie? (iii pies pe 1990. 
4 Ne rea alee gp é ce 
cant 2RAL ab tokeipbwe sridadont ton bea at 
Cb ie ve? Pa a, teen i Ph Ve . i‘ 
alt ot beheoeoeu Gee ahinedt towetod jonas aol oneal, w he 
' aa ae eT re | ad : ' ; 5 
f i t picl 4 
don yt endtetemos demon oun bisoo yyhord ald? te ot necers 
: in 
cotely cot citi frobgn oleh osart tum pi . ae 109 
t af PAu wave we 4 7 7 
: ; nie ue _ ie; wee eae b 
ms ign hd Lith 94 ‘ rif verry Das seerency eT i ed sores 
” . , " , yf { 
yey eyery en ey ry] ce, ny. v4 760 ed) mh jee rte kPhss wit tive 
Pree ee rey bipy at wrt “y ) oper PN S. 
pent pit) Or mLiys 1) SVEASS [Ge bai eg ee ot 
: ; i ts 
r umn aihedys +) 
> ETO +i i af $0) f ae me a a ee yi MG o hie vines vey i" ‘ Vi. 
rig dorado out Yo Shiai enoldesiangey s 
“a wh se 
if y . r * Hi! : 
b apbteredl wap Taeeee er tatemed orth: To eater rapa Sia if 
‘ fF Gy Le 5 aa y dead ‘* f 






ai) cit iy \ Lil o ne iat ' 
I A y : me? } Lon Ar ‘ y sal =f 
iti 73 | 2 i f * | a me bah ost! Le Te yun en ‘ ¢ rr YN 2. 4 
; : ae : : Vv * re dy “ oy 19d 
* nt) Peet the sjerioaesed 9 o. tw i} a We a 
f a f ’ 


ee oe eC 
ERIE SP Thay: Spat yb Ag 





TWO ASSOCIATIONS. 263 


of Religious Knowledge,” and adopted the following reso- 
lution : — 

‘¢ Resolved, That it is due to our brethren of the Sabine 
Baptist Association, to the community at large, and to our- 
selves, that this association should state frankly to the 
world the reasons which induced us to separate from the 
Sabine Baptist Association, and to organize the Eastern 
Missionary Baptist Association, viz.: That the Sabine Bap- 
tist Association, at its last meeting, refused to sanction the 
doctrines of the annexed circular, and declared a non-con- 
The theme of the circular 


? 


currence with its principles.’ 
letter referred to was, ‘* The Strength of Christian Charity,” 
and the essay is in spirit and letter a missionary docu- 
ment. 

The old Border church, with which the first meeting was 
held, was in the organization of the Sabine Association, 
and, as we have before recorded, was organized, by Eliers 
Reed and Herrin, in 1843, with eight members. Its loca- 
tion was in Harrison County. 

The Eight-mile church was organized in 1845, in Harrison 
County, by Elder Lemuel Herrin, with five members. 

The Macedonia church, Panola County, was organized 
with thirteen members, by Elders Reed and Herrin, in 
1844. 

The date of the organization of the Henderson church, 
Rusk County, and the presbytery by whom it was con- 
stituted, are not in my possession. The minutes of 1543 
show that its number was seventeen in 1847. 

Elder Herrin was the first moderator, and J. B. Webster 
clerk. ‘The second session was appointed for September, 
1848, to be held with the Macedonia church, and Elder D, 
Lewis was requested to preach the next introductory sermon. 
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A skort time after this brother Lewis paid us a visit, and 
while in Leon County we labored together at Leona. From 
him I learned much concerning the troubles that hung 
around the infant association. The enemies of the mission 
cause pressed them sorely on every hand, and the trial of 
the brethren in the east, in their efforts to raise the standard 
of missions, reminded me forcibly of the struggles through 
which I, with others, passed on this same question. from 1530 
till 1834, in the State of Tennessee. Forthem and the catxe 
they defended I felt an active sympathy; but the pressing 
need for work on my field, between the Trinity and Brazos, 
required all my time and talents, and although our organ- 
izations in the west were harmonious and active. no 
preacher could be spared from his field. The death of 
brother Tryon greatly afflicted us, and we were praying 
the Lord of the harvest to send more laborers to aid in 
the cultivation of the vast field. In view of this great 
necessity, and in answer to our prayers, God sent Eider 
Jesse Witt to Texas. We was the right man in the right 
place. With a clear head, fall of scriptural learning, and 
with a large heart inspired fully with the mission spirit, he 
settled, in 1847, in San Augustine County. 

He was by birth Virginian, received a good education, 
and in early life entered the ministry. He served for some 
time the General Association of Virginia, as agent for 
domestic missions. Leaving this ficld, he accepted an ap- 
pointment of the Southern Baptist Convention, and came 
to Texas as a missionary. One year was spent in Seu 
Augustine County, and in 1849 he aecepted the eare of the 
church at Marshall. 

This church was organized in 1847 by Elders John 
Bryce and G. W. Baines, with twelve members. Of this 
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and the Eight-mile church he served as pastor for several 
years, with a gradual but steady increase of membership in 
both bodies. What time he could spare from his pastoral 
work was spent among the churches and in destitute locali- 
ties in the surrounding country. He was gifted with much 
ability in strengthening and encouraging churches; and on 
that field, at that time, there was great need of such labor. 

He was employed as general agent of the Eastern Baptist 
Convention in November, 1856, which position he filled till 
June, 1858. Iecame to Texas at the age of fifty, and spent 
eleven years in the State under the pressure of infirmity. 
Ilis feeble health required his resignation in June, and on 
the twenty-first of November, 1858, he died at his residence 
in the town of Marshall. 

He arrived on the field in good time to aid the brethren 
in the east who were struggling against the tide of Antino- 
mian and anti-mission principles. As true a missionary as 
ever waved the banner of the cross, he took high ground, 
and by the power of speech and patient toil did much to 
develop the mission spirit in Texas. 

In 1849, in the month of May, at the second session of 
the Baptist State Convention in the city of ITouston, I first 
met him. I lis personal appearance did not indicate to me 
the intellectual strength with which I soon found he was 
possessed. “Ile was a man of medium size, with an open, 
candid countenance. With an erect body and head, he 
looked the man whom he addressed in the eye, and yct 
With his manifest boldness he wore upon his face an aifabie, 
gentle and benevolent smiie. The kindness and gentieness 
of his manner drew the heart tenderly towards him. 

In the pulpit, notwithstanding his age and infirmity, be 


was a tower of strength. Although be spoke with great 
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deliberation, never losing control of his voice, he was heard 
distinctly by large congregations for hours at a time. 
Some of his sermons were quite lengthy; but he was one 
of the few men who couid continue to instruct and at the 
same time awaken deep emctions through a long discourse. 

I can never forget his sermon before the Baptist State 
Convention at one of its sessions at Independence, and | 
presume that many who read this humble testimony of his 
worth will remember it. His text, ‘* Ye cannot serve Goi 
and mammon,” was carefully and deliberately analyzed, 
and as he dwelt, for over two hours, upon the utter folly of 
an attempt to combine the service of God and the world 
together, every Christian heart was melted to tenderness 
and inspired with renewed fidelity to God. But few men 
can weave around the cross of Christ so much sound, strong 
doctrine in one sermon as did Jesse Witt. He passed to 
his reward ripe in years and usefulness. 

At the second session held with the Macedonia church, 
Panola County, the name was changed from * Eastern Mis- 
sionary ” to * Soda Lake Baptist Association,” with Elder 
Lemuel Herrin moderator, and William Davenport clerk. 
Yhree ministers were present; Elders Herrin, Lewis, and 
J. M. Perry. This is the first notice I have of Elder Perry 
in Texas. He served as pastor at Providence, Border, and 
other points in Harrison County, for several years, and re- 
moved to Hillsborough in Hill County. I met him first in 
the Trinity River Association in 1856. He gave evidences 
of earnestness, zeal, and great usefulness as pastor, while a 
member of this body. In 1858 he was an active pastor of 
four prosperous churches in the Trinity River Association, 
ond afterwards settled as pastor in the bounds of Union 
a\ssociation, where he still resides. 
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At the organization of this association there were tour 
churches, with a membership of seventy-seven. At the 
second session, in 1848, there were eight churches, with 
a membership of one hundred and twenty-five. The Enon 
church, Upshur County, that was received at this meeting, 
was organized by Elder David Lewis, in 1848, with four 
members. 

In 1850, at the fourth session, with Elder Jesse Witt as 
moderator, the report of the executive committee shows 
that the churches were engaged in active missionary opera- 
tions. Elder J. M. Griffin served with success the previous 
year for his whole time, at a salary of four hundred dollars. 
This was an earnest of the grand results that followed the 
operations of this body in the years succeeding, embra- 
cing a large territory and building up many churches. 

In 1850, the name of Elder Obadiah Dodson appears 
among the list of ministers in this association. The first 
work performed by him, that I have any information of, was 
the organization of Ifarmony church, Rusk County, as- 
sisted by Elder Ray, in 1850, with fifteen members. 

With this brother I had an intimate acquaintance in 
Tennessee, in 1826, and labored much with him there up to 
1835. Ile was always an active worker, and in charge of 
from two to four churches during all the time. Whien I 
first knew him he was much opposed to the mission combina- 
tions, but in a few years became an active, thorough-going 
missionary, in theory and practice. 

Ife was a man of some ability and great zeal, mixed with 
many eccentricities. Ie appears, in 1851, among the active 
workers in the Soda Lake Association, as the pastor of live 
churches. 

The little band, as before recorded, ia withdrawing from 
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the old Sabine Association was greatly in the minority, 
but as John the Baptist said, when speaking of Christ, ** He ~ 
must increase, but I must decrease,’ so the Lord of the 
mission cause decided that the new organization should 
find many friends, while the body opposing earnest combi- 
nations of churches to spread the gospel was passing 
away. 

The cause of education met with a hearty response when- 
ever plead in this body, and right vigorously did the mission 
cause go forward at every session. In 1856, nine years 
after the organization, the four churches were multiplied 
into thirty-seven, scattered over the counties of Harrison, 
Upshur, Wood, Rusk, Cass, Panola and Titus; and the 
seventy-seven Baptists, who formed the organization on 
strictly mission principles, had increased to sixteen hun- 
dred and thirty. The body still prosecuted its chosen 
work, but the territory was lessened and churches dismissed 
to form other associations. 

Long live the Colorado and Soda Lake Associations, who 
were born, as it were, twin sisters, nearly a quarter of a 
century ago, and have survived the temporal and spiritual 
conflicts that have swept over the country! 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


TWO ORDEALS: ONE SPIRITUAL, AND ONE CARNAL. — 1847. 


APTISTS are a peculiar people, and when the mis- 
sion spirits leads them forth to occupy new and 
destitute fields they certainly exhibit the principles, 
both in faith and practice, that link them on to the 

early churches planted by the apostles of the Son of God. 

Holding the belief that the kingdom of Christ egtablished 

on earth was not temporal, but spiritual; accepting the 

declaration of Jesus, ‘* My kingdom is not of this world,’ 
as conclusive of the fact that only the spiritually-minded 
are prepared’ to become members of it, Baptists in all ages 





% 


lave ever contended for a converted membership in the 
churches, to the exclusion of all others. As error has no 
fellowship with truth, and as darkness flees from light, so 
the sinner in his unregenerated state can have no just con- 
ception of, nor sympathy with, the spiritual things belong- 
ing to the church of God. Here is the line that divides 
God’s people and his enemies. The regenerate are his, 
while the unregenerate possess carnal minds, which are 
“enmity with God.” 

Baptism is the public profession of this inward change 
and the deelaration of belief in the burial and resurrection 
of Christ. It is an act of positive obedience to the law of 
Christ. The immersion of a believer in water being clearly 
taught both by precept and a number of examples, Baptists 
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adopt it and submit to it asan ordinance from heaven. As 
_one mind governed all the New Testament churches, the 
same qualifications were required of all who asked for inem- 
bership, and the same act was submitted to in baptism. ‘Tu 
suppose otherwise would be to suppose that there was diver- 
sity of opinion and contention among the early preachers, 
as there is in modern times, with reference to the subjects an | 
action of baptism. We have no evidence of disagreement. 
Perfect harmony prevailed on both the subjects and the 
action. | 

As belief in Christ precedes baptism in the cases re- 
corded, this order must be practised exclusively or not at 
all. If any infants may be baptized, then may all as well, 
and in that case believers’ baptism would be done away. 
If any unbelievers may be admitted through the ordinance 
of baptism into the church, then may many others be ad- 
mitted as weil, and the world is turned into the church. 
Christ says, *‘ My kingdom is not of this world.” 

For their rigid adherence to these principles, requiring 
candidates for membership first to give evidences of regeu- 
eration, and then to submit in faith to the burial of their 
bodies in water, and, rising from the liquid grave, pledye 
themselves to walk in newness of life, Baptists have been 
much opposed in Texas, and in every other land where the 
influences of Catholicism are felt. Me who opposes us on 
these grounds may with propriety re-examine his positions, 
and determine whether his doctrines are sustained by the 
Bible, or whether they are traditions descended from Rome. 

These certainly are yital questions entering into chure: 
polity. ‘Can two walk together except they be agreed?” 
The true churches of Christ are patterned after the moicl 
church at Jerusalem. If the churacter of the membership 
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and the manner in which they were initiated be, both or 


either, condemned by the word of God, then the claim of 


the organization to be a true church and authorized to 


administer the ordinances is vitiated. The Lord’s Supper 
is a church ordinance. It was never intended for the world. 
Those who partake of it in an acceptable manner must 
themselves be in sympathy with the sufferings of Christ. 
The world can’t enter into this, and therefore the ordinance 
was not intended for its observance. As _ believers are 
required, in baptism, publicly to avow their faith as the first 
step in the line of duty, both regeneration and baptism pre- 
cede the right to approach the table and eat the bread and 
drink the wine in memory of their dying Saviour. 

Christ left these ordinances in the hands of his church 
when he ascended to glory. As in all well-regulated gov- 
ernments certain official acts can only be performed by ofll- 
cers appointed for the purpose, so, in the church of Christ, 
he left officers to administer his ordinances. These officers, 
coming under the hands of the presbytery by order of ihe 


body of which they are themselves members, are authorized 


to administer the ordinances of the church. That every- 
thing may be done in order and by proper authority, the 
body claiming the right to administer ordinances must be 
composed of proper membership, with the ordinances as 
they were given, and with officers set apart according to the 
statutes of the King in Zion. 

; Many difliculties, as already written, were in the way, 
both east and west, of perfect organization in Texas. Tue 
labor in a new country upon the part of the ministry Is very 
great, and when the gospel has been preached, sinners cul 
verted and baptized, and churghes formed, the trouble does 


































' ml } | 

; ; is oo ata A } : ; a) my : 

" ; why tau lod od | hada i ' noo alo tw ab 7 aa pa m ; 

a my 2 alia aoa nicl " 
| Ap mats tread alls een aise 






Hai. 


+ 


hepeewnaerti: 


uate fq be a uh a 
ns ee Of ox itond tos Pvevate hornaseiy ~ es F od o} Hoi EN stan 22 z710 
. ' baat ‘ 4 i , 
| “> ; ; F ae ore f 4 sj 

— gaqyu e'rio Pod” Vbetalsin a} gopanalins wale whe ai 


yey ety POY D9) ee?) 1 wwray © ” #1 ue panko renee nat 
vce tounauy Bitanqanon necat ab Yo eliehing) of eed e 3 


teint Jo egarishon ell Wiew Sato qe nied eovisemods + 

| ,  ebeiiine off ootornald Den ei sini tote 0d Blo Ww olT 

ye ae eoreited BA. yoeaeedo ett TO Daheotid jon eon 

i : sex odd an dist iio * wore of oe iaiiqad at botinpot 
a " rly: en . Gad Lise | LrvesIoy> io ,¥ tad Yo onif off ul qole mals 

i i J fos: Beowd mlb dee bee fad ac} someried oy Minit 6 odd: ebeo 

ee notvn® paiyih tied? te yromens ai er w od) saa 


1 i ‘Ti by The ; LT ; a} } ths ee rep tT IO me Sits fio] send 


1 bi Mis x ie | , 1 4 I 7 
“roy hetalireatlis ‘wat #A .v1ele of bebnseven od iedw 
olf ’ je} roel eye tea ' fy rin {} ego faite orl 5) ¢ asa stnn8 


Or iii i uy echt +0} b Oj poqgs er 


y epee fT sonnel hte ated toteintonba 087 4 9fho Shel aoe a 
ne 


ay yoko ed yeas ant To alco oil) sohan~ yaloroo 
bexhyoulnes Oi .&toonoas wyrioe@mn t) o7n youd 1 doidhe yo ehod ae 
“(70 ett salon yt to BID, witvte elt oeinieiin OF 
: itlyodiun seyory Y¢ bas sino mi onob od AL mvt “guid aE 


014 vennifre reivdhs of sdghr odd golutiahy thed 
y meeaninen iin iY die qed aroat pani yo hee aereyntOD 


i) oF gail Rey wotlo Wii ban 10973 9 i cell , 
f = } , ai 
‘ soit ai il ons" Yo eatolele: Pah 

es 

ew ed? nt ow siti # ybeotls en »B* sittuomib her é 
se: TY veeze't ot soltextagyno todtieg To deow tas tang od” 
0 ae | i hi 7 ioe 
et VetAeyin me i iat} Ory wae giana von a 


\ eb; 
HH f J ¥ Siey ¢ van ihe bo abo yi] rein’ ca il ‘ «20% ot: node bia 


i Boe ols wlduest Loud — wt eothy: ads “time csgenty at ‘hia 
a, a's a 

oe . ih q 4 

i if | 7 

hy p! Ber i) ws } hs ‘i’ 'y , 

we y | y r A ; i h fe ; 

(an 7 ye, | ep Fe a i 

' * vi 2) , Cart wile ery 7 i nat 








272 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


not cease. In 1846 and 1847 we passed the crisis in the 
organization of the great Baptist family of Texas. 
Campbellism and the anti-mission element gave us the 
principal troubles up to this time. But now we passed the 
dangers hanging round the question of Alien Immersion. 
The sweeping tide of immigzation brought Baptists to 
Texas equally as fast as they could be harmonized, and in 
some instances a little faster. Brethren in the ministry, 
many of them, were so anxious to secure the co-operation 
of all, that a great temptation was offered to receive all 
adult persons baptized upon a profession of their faith, 
without questioning the qualifications of the administrator 
of the ordinance of baptism. Persons coming from Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, Virginia, and other States, where they 
had been brought up under Campbellite and Pedobaptist 
teachings, were in some instances thrown among our Bup- 
tist communities in Texas, and after personal association 
with them, and an examination of their leading doctrines, 
loved the Baptists and their principles, both of which they 
formerly hated, and were willing to become members among 
them. In all these cases they were willing to give up sprink- 
ling and pouring, but where they had been immersed by 
Pedobaptists and Campbellite preachers they were, in 
many instances, unwilling to give up their former baptism 23 
illegal, and submit to the ordinance at the hauds of the Bap- 
tists. Some of us understood that the recognition of such 
baptisms as legal involved the legality not only of the or- 
dination of the minister who performed the act, but also the 
gospel order of the organization that authorized him to 
baptize. To admit this much sapped at once the founda 
tion of Baptist faith touching a converted membership and 
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immersion of believers, by authority of the churches, at the 
hands of their legally appointed ministers. 

The decision, however, was made in favor of those who 
advocated a strict construction of the laws of the kingdom 
of Christ, and since that day the Baptists of Texas have 
never been troubled with the doctrine of Alien Inmersion, 
and I devoutly trust may never be disturbed with it again. 

HIaving been sorely troubled by the agitation of this 
question, the decision in favor of what I believed then, and 
yet believe, to be truth, gave my mind much rest, and I 
now devoutly thank God that during the past quarter of a 
century my lot has fallen among Baptists strongly bound 
together by a common faith on all the great questions of 
church polity. Long may this union mark our progress, 
as we increase in number. 

1847 was a year inwhich our ministry throughout the 
State was very active, and as the brethren in the churches 
co-operated earnestly with their preachers, the cause was 
greatly prospered. ‘Two associations and many churches, as 
has been seen, were organized in this year, and the divine 
favor rested upon the land. 

This was my second year as missionary, under appoint- 
ment of the Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
My appointments were regularly filled, on the field now oc- 
cupied by the Trinity River Association, and my labor, 
under great encouragements, was excessive, resulting in 
the fal with failing health and strength. 

Returning home from one of my monthly tours under the 
burning sun of August, [ found myself greatly exhansted in 
consequence of a ride of one hundred miles, from Provi- 
dence church, Navarro County, north of Chambers’ ereck. 
After a little rest, I mounted my horse, with gun in hand, 
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‘with a view first, to look after the farm, and in the second 

place, if possible, to get a deer or turkey, as fresh meat 
was called for. The farm was in the Brazos bottom, aul 
at this season of the year the weeds were about four fect 
high. Passing round the field, I watched every motion of 
the weeds, expecting every moment to sce a deer or turkey. 
Presently my attention was called to my right, and about 
thirty steps from my path my eyes flashed upon the head 
of an old bear, standing on her hind feet, and looking 
straight at me. My horse was wild, and I dared not shoot 
from my position in the saddle. Leaping to the ground as 
quickly as possible, my rifle was levelled, and the mark at 
which I aimed was just behind the left shoulder of the 
animal, that was ‘* black as the tents of Kedar.” Just as I 
was in the act of touching the trigger, my game disappeared 
behind the weeds. 

The weeds ina moment shook nearer by, and out ran tio 
young’ bears, not more than ten feet from me, both cf 
Which went up a hackberry tree, near at hand. Resting 
among the limbs, they turned their anxious eyes on me, that 
made them look as wild as monkeys in Central America. 
The old bear was gone, and very deliberately I tied my 
horse, and with asmile on my face, with none but the bears 
and the God of the universe in hearing of me, said, ** Well, 
Iam good for you certain.” My gun was soon to my face 
again. But just as L was placing my finger on the trigger 
the second time, the case of David Crockett flashed into 
my mind, and his unfortunate condition, when he shot te 
eub ard the old bear came upon him, with his gun empty. 
With this distinguished bear-bunter [ had gone in the bears 
chase in Tennessee. Well for ime it was that I thought of 
my friend David just at this moment; for I had no kuife 
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nor dogs to help me out of a similar difficulty. The mind, 
swifter than electricity, called up in connection with 
Crockett, the case of David the King of Israel, who when 
a lad slew « lion and a bear; but as I did not feel willing 
without a weapon, except the empty gun, to take a bear by 
the beard, I lowered the gun, and unsprung the triggers. 

Just as I lowered my gun a snarl, a growl, some kind of 
a noise that is a nondescript to this day, fell upon my ears, 
only a little distance off. The old bear, without doubt, was 
after me. The weeds cracked and shook, and soon she 
stood on her hind feet, and, in an angry, threatening atti- 
tude, walked erect towards me, turning first one side and 
then the other. Ler hair was all turned the wrong way and 
her ears laid back, presenting a frightful appearance. 

Life was now pending in the coming contest. Either Z. 
N. Morrell or that bear had to die, and my only chance was 
to make a good shoot. To be torn in pieces by a wild beast 
was a fearful thing; and I shrank with terror at the 
thought. The bear was not more than forty feet from me 
and steadily but slowly advancing. The days of flint and 
steel locks had passed, and remembering that my caps were 
too small and sometimes failed to fire, I kept my eye on the 
bear, and let my hammer down firmly on the cap, pressing it 
well upon the tube. By this time I had what old Texans 
called ** the buck ague.” 

My nerves were now all unstrung, and for my life I could 
not hold my gun steady, as I pointed it towards the bear. I 
reinembered on the spot that Thad faced the cannon at Hon- 
du and been in danger before, but I never felt as I did 
when facing that bear. I gripped the gan; but the tighter 
I gripped the worse I trembied. The bear was now less 
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then twenty fect distant, walking on its hind legs straight 
to me. 

By waving the gun up and down I finally succeeded in 
getting the range of the body, and not until the animal was 
within less than ten feet of me did I succeed in getting a 
steady aim that rendered it safe to shoot. The bear was in 
the very act of springing on me when the gun fired. At 
the crack of my rifle the bear, which had received a shot 
near the heart, ran away, and my trembling ceased, know- 
ing from the manner in which she ran off that the shot was 
fatal. 

I reloaded as quick as possible, and, standing on the same 
spot, shot twice more and brought down the two cubs. 
The gun was reloaded, and as I started in search of the oid 
bear, which J was confident lay dead among the weeds. 4 
third cub ran up a tree near by, and when my gun fired 
again it shared the same fate as the rest. The old-one was 
found dead within less than one hundred yards. Atler 
gathering the cubs in a pile I sat down to rest from the 
intense excitement. No battle that ever [ witnessed inade 
me tremble as I did on this occasion. In the midst of grea! 
emergencies the best policy sometimes requires that we 
**make haste slowly.” Deep impressions were made upon 
my mind by this incident, that have been of service to ive 
since. 

My labors in the fall of 1847 were very arduous. Two 
long trips were made; one to attend the session of Union 
Association in the city of Elouston; another to Lavaces 
County, to aid in the organization of the Colorado Associ: 
tion. My health was rapidly failing, and my resiguatton ss 
missionary of the Southern Board was tendered, to tise 


effect on the first of January, 1848. 
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on. events recorded in 1848 show that progress was 
’ written upon the banner the Baptists carried in 
So those days. Far up the Trinity and Brazos Rivers, 
in the direction of the Indian country, they pressed their way, 
and God smiled upon their work. Elder N. T. Byars, as 
true and as laborious a pioneer preacher as ever wielded 
the Jerusalem blade, vigorously prosecuted his work along 
the western banks of the Trinity, as far as he could find a 
family to listen to the story of the cross. Fast of the 
Trinity and above the territory occupied by the Soda Lake 
Association, Elders Pickett, Briscoe, Piland and others 
were busily at work, laying the foundations of the Rel 
River Baptist Association. As the number of associations 
was rapidly multiplying, and as the Baptists of Texas saw 
the clearest indications that **the Captain of their salva- 
tion” and their glorified Leader intended that they should 
occupy the vast field and combat error and sin at the very 
outposts of civilization, north and west, they were now 
busily engaged in the centre of their operations laying the 
foundation of the Baptist State Convention. 

On Friday before the third Sunday in July, 18-£8, messen- 
gers from six churches — Leona, Society ais ea ik ld, 
Union Hill, Corsicana and Provir 
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the propriety of organizing a new association. The ony 
ministers present who took part in the deliberations were 
Elders N. T,. Byarsand,,Z., No Morrell. Elder [enrv 
Hurley, an anti-missionary, whom I had known in Tennessee, 
was present and preached, but tock no part in the organi- 
zation. 

The Providence church with which we met, as has already 
been recorded, was organized by the writer, in 1846, with 
fourteen members. 

Elder Z. N. Morrell, after a sermon, was called to the 
chair, and Alexander Patrick was requested to act as 
secretary. The littie body, representing only six churches, 
with a membership of about forty Baptists, meant work, in 
the heart of a vast and destitute field. 

On Saturday evening, at four o'clock, the committee ap- 
pointed the previous day reported Articles of Faith and a 
Constitution, both of which were adopted. The first 
article in the Constitution declared that * This association 
shall be known by the: name of Trinity River Baptist Asso- 
ciation.” The association was immediately organized by 
electing the same moderator and secretary that acted for 
the convention, with the addition of Elder N. T. Byars as 
corresponding secretary, and brother C. B. Roberts treas- 
urer. 

The following note appears at the close of the minutes of 
the first session: “* The reasons we assign for organizing 
so small a body are as follows: —The boundary from 
north to south is one hundred and fi fty miles, and some of 
these churches could not be represented in the old assovia- 
tion (Union) in conseqnence of the distance; and, mere: 
over, there are four churehes still north that bave not a3 
yet united. It is hoped that this will attract the attention 
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‘ 
of our brethren in the ministry, and that they will visit this 
region of country.” 

No discordant note was sounded in this organization, and 
no dissatisfaction with previous organizations caused the 
formation of this body. Peace and activity marked the 
first session, and gave a new impetus to the cause in that 
territory. | 

The third session was held with the church at Union Hill, 
in Dallas County. The churches at this meeting, in 1850, 
numbered ten, with a membership of one hundred and 
seventy-two. The territory now reached from Bell to 
Dallas County. Elder A. Ledbetter was chosen moderator. 
He served as moderator of this body for three successive 
sessions, and during these same years served as missionary 
of the Baptist State Convention. 

Elder Ledbetter moved from Tennessee to Texas in 1848, 
and settled in Dallas County. Although a man of limited 
education, he possessed many of the elements of usefulness, 
yet Jacked that stability of character and stern integrity 
so essential for a preacher. While he occupied the chair 
as moderator of the association no special indications were 
siven of unsoundness in the faith of the gospel. In the 
spring of 1854, at Springfield, in my presence, and in 
presence of the members of the Mission Board, he preached 
2 sermon strongly tinctured with apostasy. Fearing I 
might be mistaken, I made no charges against him, nor did 
the brethren with me. Soon after this, in the presence of 
brother Byars, he advocated the doctrine in a sermon, 
boldly. Of this I was immediately informed by letter. 

At the seventh session, in 1854. held with the ciureh at 
Centreville, at which time Elder Ledbetter was under ap- 
pointment to preach the missionary sermon on Sunday, I 









‘ isd 4 et BS rn S if } od ¥ heyy we ros won é ayAQ a bata woies 


w Nolaeion “vise anoy 9otne oes) ar han. puoieess 


- . =” 
Ves. hy mi ocd me hia) 29TlA poor nit] hd fost fo 
t 








——* 
= 


ers. in sTeorib ¢ 



























oa ) ul is 
§ ane m roidn xickigyo } tae 


J t/ “ n ie wy Pe 
ey : PPA LR aroitakiute anoiya ey iia olvanil rita 


* S Ty { ; 4 wer” \ 
ei} fedven Wives hee soa aa asta aiid “Yo. no 


AVE ie 


a 


aD 


TOE wot ve dowd wh dite hlad aaw aol lense bridt odTT 
j Ae , * oo | ‘ pape Fee ‘ Le a 
OCaT at  gaitsein aldt ja estos edT | . av0d aniled i 

rt Rik Tees ee ron yolmrl afT Pf) 
solaishod woe wit attodtiaT 2 rhe “Unie eal 
Sy fee) he hd 3 vi cy nics lo OTR Ta bo 2a boise 9 


Pt woltreraaD atnte peitqndl lt 10. 
PER Lat eeaT oF GoeeonaeT ate he roar THIT9 hal soblt 
stim Yo oem a dynedA | oetedd> ediled ai hal itoa ha 


ag 


7 x tf ; “ 
sf pehwvonois eal} rinin poPasrer q oil. aoitnog - 
: wired | 
tele han atonrhity to ylides tad hndoat oT 


io wh beige ot ef hVF  sedyvaot mor’ eitoess 08 ett 
oisw anoiteatbial febsoce ¢ peameesingel cut) Yo rofataboa 98 79 
ed) ol .fogeon ale Yo Watton tt eesotm ona Yo ag7ig: S, a 

bin aoiies nq yar at ,histyattq in Met Yo painga 
berdonont of deme moiael il ont Yo PMI TS HE oil ‘To eran 
1 nujised . orentaoqn Mthw hendouir isnot’ noarse &) 
Tee Johbirainnn evenuleon shem Fade helen od dye ms F 


vd —Z 





P , a a 
‘s ' ene i ie mays ten ae 
int i PY PRE Dae Pte ] Pe VER a ™ 


vette ch Tyaaeectig 9 lo tet heveteened mae ., i 10 ; 


L- 


‘) ee Bouts ‘Cuenta dew | oa nord 


— ‘4 * 
hoe i if ass i Toa "0 ‘ Rae a oe 





280 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


determined, after consultation with other brethren, to make 
“an issue. Accordingly on Saturday morning I sought an 
interview with him, in company with Elders G. W. Baines, 
J. W. D. Creath, and four other preachers. In the presence 
of seven ministers the accusation was brought, on tlhe 
ground of heresy. Ie hesitated for a moment, but finally 
adinitted that he believed the doctrine of apostasy, and that 
he had always believed it, and further indicated a desire to 
debate the question in presence of the association. 

Had he embraced the doctrine at a recent date, there 
might have been grounds for leniency and charity; but 
When he announced his position as a believer in apostasy 
even when he joined the association, after having given con- 
sent to the article on that subject for several years, one of 
the members of this self-appointed committee charged him 
openly with hypocrisy and lying. Elders Baines and Creath 
each gave him the benefit of some plain Baptist talk, and 
his right to preach the missionary sermon on the following 
day was challenged. 

The same evening he publicly withdrew from the associa- 
tion, and, after the body adjourned, left for his home, sowing 
the seeds of discord as he went. 

We had previously been troubled with Elder C. C. Owens, 
who claimed to be a Baptist, and yet divided a church, lead- 
ing a part off into Campbellism. There was another 
preacher travelling among us by the name of Stroud, bear- 
ing credentials as a Baptist preacher, and teaching the doc- 
trine of Universalism. A third, by the name of Jeffreys, 
an impostor, had thrown us into some confusion. These all 
had been dealt with promptly. When Elder Ledbetter 
appeared as the fourth case, rapidly succeeding the others, 
no wonder that some of us, possessed of a nervous temper- 
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; 
ament, should grow a little impatient and make a vigorous 
prosecution. 

Among the old-time Baptists, with whom I labored much 
in my early ministry, and who preached so strongly the doc- 
trine of salvation by grace, a man who intimated that 
works had anything to do with salvation was called * linsey- 
woolsey.” ‘This expression was applied in view of the 
fact that the priests, in ancient times, were not allowed to 
wear garments part of wool and part of linen. ‘They were 
required to be either all wool or all linen. 

Men who would sacrifice principle for the sake of popular- 
ity were sometimes called ‘ tin-headed.” As tin is a very 
soft metal, susceptible of being easily dented without break- 
ing the surface, so a preacher, whose head was soft enough 
to be marked by the hammer of popularity, soon had this 
appellation tacked on to his name. 

In the history of several of our Texas Baptist associa- 
tions, while we have been held in check fora time by the 


33 


honest, hard-headed, * iron-jacket ” and anti-mission frater- 
nity, we have been wonderfaliy cursed with these * linsey- 
woolsey, tin-headed” Baptists, who, in the language of 
Paul, have been ** those who seemed to be somewhat, — what- 
soever they were it maketh no matter.” Elder Ledbetter’s 
was the Jast case of heresy that gave us trouble in the 
Trinity River Association. 

At the third session, Elder I. P. Mays made his first 
appearance among the Baptists in a general meeting. Here 
was one of the brightest stars that ever shone in the Bap- 
tist galaxy in Texas. The star remained ouly a little while, 
but was bright while it lasted. 

Elder Mays was, by birth and education, a Kentuckian. 
He came to Texas in December, 1849, and settled at Corsi- 
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' 
eana. He died December 4, 1851. In 1850 and 1851 his 
name appears among the list of ministers present at the 
association. 

I first met him at Springfield, the year after his arrival, 
and was at once deeply impressed with his manner of «al- 
dress and great personal piety. He was truly an educated, 
Christian gentleman. In person, he was tall and comman i- 
ing. Hewassoundindoctrine. The social element enterei 
largely into his composition. While deeply earnest in his 
work as.a preacher, his chief excellence consisted in hits 
ability to lead the minds of his audience, melted into tender- 
ness, right up to the cross of Christ. His short, earnest 
life of two years in Texas left a deep impression upon the 
community, the church, and association of which he was a 
member. 

The minutes of the seventh session show that there were 
twenty-six churches, with a membership of five hundred ani 
fifty-seven. At the eighth session, held with Little River 
church, in 1855, the first meeting after the difficulty with 
Ledbetter, thirteen newly-organized churches sent in peti- 
tionary letters and were received into the body. This was 
ina large measure due to the labors of Elder John Clabauzh. 
who was appointed by the Baptist State Convention as fiuan- 
cial agent. ‘Turning aside from this work, he penetrated the 
destitute corners of McLennan and the adjoining countics, 
and, instead of collecting money to send other missionaries, 
he preached, baptized the people, and organized them inte 
churches himself. Some complaint was made against hua 
for leaving the special work assigned him, but when the 
result of the mission was reported, all agreed that he be! 
done his duty. In 1855, God wrought wonders in this terr!- 
tory. Elders Eaves, Mason and McLain were all active i9 


COCOA Coo ba. ae ann 


; 
j 
; 
; 
: 
3 
>. 
| 
? 
4 
j 
g 
; 
? 
i 
% 
4 
: 





oe eee ee er ee See. 2 ee Pee, 


ee viene 


vy 


Sips ioe 
ple rivee 7 are 


dy 
rt 
*g 
















La ~~ . 
‘ faut pet) 1B oe Br ag? at > ied oct | by : 
] : & ie ne Mba oex me sated abet ©, 0% its ck Dae , a qe 


































f 
- 


watt aif? Dy! pnyahe? ie ae sow 
la Tg recent 2 re tiw hows cpoird yiyor ily Boe an. ala P Ee 
Pb 4 P mn + 
| annus CS iit av ee BALLS lit 108 hor seoTg, ‘anal i! me 


lands bow Ihet eave eel yooereq 2] hao onidei Die ° 
+ ‘first Jasasels lolaie od'T baliooh si! havoe vav oll tg : 
id ad desta ylqesh ofa i nolleoynos eid otal alogu 
Lid ai beteleacs souatieoxs Toto eid odonoiq es ao are “a 
ie yvohwtat ote) hediods: womoitann ent i revives ould Jos aol o} ‘vila 
‘+ ~~ deotino tyole et sePalD Yo eects om) od qn diddgit 209m 






, 
+3 i . f : ‘ J a? % ¢ 3 Ze pe f&* 
AY wot gorexonael cone a thot enzo l iM &tes7 owt ao 
i i 2 
w oi dotdw Yo BOiNebsbees Daw soto 6 J. ST aMeEeTO | - 


saat 


sey aed Jadd ote a jeane navies edd Vo estnnt ia onT 
Lik Dowboud avi to @hterbelteroar c otiw ; esilowids wie pr 
545 | (iOjar } i Te) . A 1939 oo ae 


t i ) tj 54 fis Si se 6 af 2 id) cobl cai r dorsalis 
i Oeice ibis Dos haat poy lve an nooshls 1033 nied z 


. phate! 6 

-_ uw etl srhod' elt otal bevisos ston hea #15siol ~ynetgid he ae 
| weclp {nol whtel Yo ert cay oul orirexom ogial wal | Pee. 
Wil en to navn Yointe ta! ‘yt i ont vd fyot inher meqegs wiser odwe ' 4 rt 

od chow eidt mot obien sail odoage ee ee 


, 


“tones cotaiolie od? bus annnodol? To erates oui 


olaeolestoy youl fiaae or yonom gallosll lod lo havtent J 
7 iy (STi) ji na “tO Hise un q 917 iy Sil jyopaved boron a6 


wil Jenievus abi ely tiie ie inno: » O04 Moemidl om ot 
’ freoiw on tii Puneryt? Arne la toaeye oid watle col 


. ry barre oiltd stan 


,  . text od del) Reon ihe berroyyh Bie nojadien 
Poa elit + at erty non iigtiont Ww how Goal tal 


‘i 3 hls ; ait wvites Sls yi nsec tla nindod har ham ey 1s fe 


PARED REE TOO oe td 


9 Ne IRS PR a RVR SRE 5 BSE MPRA ANN A aaa AF « 


TWO ASSOCIATIONS. 283 


sowing the seeds of truth, and their work was wonderfully 
blessed. 

The thirteen churches received that year had a member- 
ship of two hundred and seventy-seven. At the organiza- 
tion, in 1848, our whole strength was forty; but now, in 
1855, we received an added strength, at one meeting, of 
about seven times our number at first. 

The name of Elder S. G. O’Brien appears at this time 
among the active workers of the body. But few drones 
were in our hive in those days, in the bounds of the old 
Trinity River Association. Ours were worker-bees. God 
have mercy upon 2 lazy, stupid Baptist, especially if found 
in the ministry. He may be fit for something, but I can’t 


tell for what. 
Elder O’Brien came to Texas in 1852, and took position 


in Baylor University as Professor of Mathematics. In the 
fall of 1853, I received information that he was willing to 
resign his’ position in the school, where he received a salary 
of twelve hundred dollars, and accept a position as mission- 
ary or pastor, if one half this amount could be secured for 
him. I had never seen him; but this made a deep impres- 
sion upon my mind, as we were greatly in need of ministers 
among our feeble churches, and [ wrote to him and urged 
him to visit us. He came, and, in the spring of 1854, set- 
tled at Waco, and for six years served that church in conuec- 
tion with others in the surrounding country. 

The Waco church was organized by Elder N. T. Byars, 
on the thirty-first day of May, 1851, with four members. 
Elder Byars served as pastor till the arrival of Elder 
O'Brien, at which time the church numbered nincicen 
members. Under his ministry this church steadily in- 
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creased in number and efficiency. In 1860 it numbered 
_one hundred and forty-four. 

Progress was written upon the banner he carried, and, 
being full of the mission spirit, his influence added much to 
the missionary operations of Trinity River Association. 
He was a man of education, and believed, as a Christian, 
that it was our duty to train the mind for effective service 
in the Lord’s vineyard. He was the first president of the 
Trinity River High School, located at Waco in 1856, — 
now known as Waco University, — and may justly, ac- 
cording to my judgment, be regarded the leading spirit 
among its founders. 

He subsequently served as pastor at Huntsville, filled for 
a time the presidency of Bosqueville Academy, and in 
September, 1867, in his forty-seventh year, while serving the 
churches at Port Sullivan, Cameron and Little River, died. 

His appearance, in public or private circles, commanded 
respect. Something over medium height, he weighed 
about one Lundred and eighty pounds.. His manners were 
simple, natural, and earnest. He possessed a free, open 
countenance, and was so perfectly conscious of his own 
honesty of purpose that he did not suspect others. If this 
be a fault, he was guilty. Let anybody who ever blamed 
him for it remember that the purity of the man’s own 
motives was at the bottom of it. 

Iie had a clear head, and was as sound in the faith as any ° 
preacher who has ever opposed the systems of error prop:- 
gated in Texas. Ile was a student, and a man of God, and 
in the pulpit made no fhilures. 

At the eighth session, a resolution, declaring that it was 
the sense of the body to organize two high schools, one for 
males'and the other for females, was adopted. In 1850, 
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the association located the Trinity River Associational 
Baptist High Male School at Waco, and the Female 
High School at Hillsborough. Concerning the school 
at Hillsborough I cannot write, as there are no statistics 
before me. Nor am I able to state definitely some of the 
changes that have taken place in the school at Waco. 

Elder Rufus C. Burleson succeeded Elder O’Brien in the 
presidency at Waco in 1861, carrying with him an able 
corps of teachers. The school has subsequently been known 
as Waco University, and has attained a degree of pros- 
perity second to no institution of learning in the State. In 
the heart of a rich country, and in the midst of an intelligent 
and enterprising community, and with such leaders as 
Elders R. C. and R. B. Burleson, nothing short of success 
could have been expected. 

At this institution, under the charge of President Burleson 
for the past ten years, a large number of students, of both 
sexes, have received tuition. Much has been done and 
much is still being done for the education of the rising 
ministry of Texas. 

The Trinity River Association has done much for the 
cause of missions, and a large number of churches owe 
their origin, under God, to the labors of her missionaries. 

The same meeting that laid the foundation of the school 
at Waco appointed a committee to collect funds for the 
support of her superannuated ministers. This committee 
continued its operations, whenever cases came up requir- 
ing assistance, and in process of time gave much relief. 

The little band organized in July, 1848, with two min- 
isters, six churches, and forty Baptists, passed at its first 
meeting the following resolution: ‘* That this association 
set apart Friday before the third Lord’s day in May, as a 
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day of fasting and prayer to Almighty God, that he would 
grant a greater effusion of the Holy Spirit to the little 
churches composing this body, and that he would more 
abundantly bless the few laborers we have among us; anil 
that he would send forth more laborers into this part of his 
moral vincyard.” 

In answer to prayer, after much earnest labor in the 
cause of Christ, the minutes of the tenth session, in 1857, 
show that there were, in this body, twenty ordained and 
eight licentiate ministers, and thirty-four churches, with a 
membership of about twelve hundred. <A large number of 
churches have gone from this body, at different times, to aid 
in the formation of other associations, but still a large and 
rapidly increasing body lives, bearing the old name, and 
prosecuting its mission work. About four hundred bap- 
tisms, performed by the hands of her ministers, were 
reported at her last session in 1871. 

Elders W. H. Parks, G. W. Green, and T. S. Allen were 
active and laborious preachers in the midst of these revival 
influences. 

Elder Parks was educated at Baylor University. Tis 
field of labor was for some time in Northern Texas. He 
subsequently moved to Freestone- County, and under his 
ministry the church at Fairfield and others in the vicinity 
have been greatly strengthened. Ile is full of zeal in the 
cause of his Master, and, being in possession of an active 
mind, promises extensive asefulness. 

With Elder Green I have been intimately associated 
much of the time since he entered the ministry. Ife was 
ordained in 1863, and was for some years a missionary in 
the Trinity River Association. Ie has since served as 
pastor at Bedais, Oukland, and other points in Grimes, Leon 





- 
Aad & 

































8 thigh: lol wilt wt nh toe7g 
wood dad! 1 ints) ebou wis esi 8 bert no. 


eee whl 
‘ toca | 
Bi) OOM: Vi (t ¢ we mrotodal : OX orld ie ‘ an an) 


a otal eveulal orci io bro » bf now 9 an sail 
“i vay 7 ‘ferwo it Som 


piel daar dog aottre prereiq) 0? sowenn ph” 


nt ,foideoa ‘iitaad ad? Yo vetoning offt setuh) ) To seve rival i 
Inbred “loans peo Bi i oT rod ‘Spitt-wedae ‘Ss a 
‘ ike gto anoyanidd Dan ev9se tins odeiInooll iigis eee 
r pte ty ethan avis r wie TO gid ferodunomt ih 


ty Srbod ¢ if? OT. Toe orntl t odorata aw Pa ae 


ret a Cite td ,2adiinivowen 19630 to solinarmobodd ai i . eh). sia 
in bio ech) iene! vif ‘ybod guaiene ponte ylhiqet 
art iow A. a Ww mofeetta aif ssineliaal 
“a yo 7 } rd Hon ae pret 
civene den! sod. to Deegan 9 - 
| er xy jehin oll Meese sie: 
ih) ‘Lo delicate a MAOIY BLPOITOUS [ Jota otidn 
| | ; ian itis 
tnovinth whee de botaonhs saw shin wbht ae 
wenxoT tenn wf ornil ence wots yodnl Yo biok.. | 
of) . whoo) onntenott ot Devon spear ir Wer 
it wi 6 fon blofrrind too dors on2 ‘Coe 
. x si ot honsitgosde (es am od : wre. 
y 20 ee gxt Tr eL + 108 voter! Lf etch to oasieg.- " 2 


7, 

Pieler en 4 viavead ¥ Al) a iv 1O%] aig gine 
t tA aa 
ort ogee) ober 


Haas Wis peyyert - p27 we fF eek l ue 


7 Uyatehoine Ay fowitae ad ve aie ody 10 dont 


: 


yhert a eo yl cutee Wn gare: DOE 


| levi you gyi) oT noite nomad. 4 " vi 
t ool vont D al etatog —_ w) y ban ina 
4 : . Wi 


Si 4 ae 


ep Sige 


SEARED DPE tah ee Ears NETO mere 9. se 





RT RR lee a rept AMBRE sek CBIR 





TWO ASSOCIATIONS, ~ 287 


and Brazos Counties. Whether as missionary or pastor, his 
ministry has always been of that effective character that 
rouses the people to action touching the great question of 
personal salvation. But few men, in so short a time, have 
baptized so many people in Texas as Elder Green. He 
leans upon the arm of God in earnest faith, and the Spirit 
of God applies the truths he utters. 

Elder T. S. Allen, the old soldier who fought on so many 
hard-contested ‘spiritual battle-fields in Missouri, was of 
that class of Missouri preachers who, during the late war, 
found it necessary to seek another clime. With his loins 
girded and staff in hand, he journeyed to Texas, and on 
the territory of the Trinity River Association displayed 
his colors ** as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 

I met him soon after his exile, while his family was yet 
behind, and he was in the deepest trouble. He was not for- 
saken by the Master whom he served, and the loved ones: 
soon joined him on his new field. With a vigorous consti- 
tution, and a soul deeply stirred for the salvation of sinuers, 
his motto, Sunday, Monday, every day, is, ** Work, work for 
Christ.” Some preachers, like many Christians, work at 
times as though they expected the return of the Master 
to-morrow, and then again as though they thought it doubt- 
ful whether or not he ever would come. Not so with Elder 
Allen. As in Missouri so in Texas he goes along the creeks, 
into the lanes and by-ways and hedges, and, as missionary 
and colporteur, preaches to many or few, as he can gather 
them together, leaving by the way a Bible, a religious book, 
or a tract, always confident that * labor isnot in vain in the 
Lord.” By him large numbers have been baptized. Oh 
that the Lord would send more such workers to Texas! 

Three months after the organization of the Trinity River, 
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a number of ministers and brethren met at Honey Grove, 
in Fannin County, in the extreme north-eastern part of the 
State, and near Red River, for the purpose of forming 
an association. Eight churches — Clarksville, Shiloh, 
Salem, South Sulphur, Liberty, Bethel, New Salem, and 
Honey Grove — were represented by their messengers in this 
convention. These churches were located in the countics 
of Bowie, Red River, Lamar, Titus, Fannin and Hopkins. 
Elder Benjamin Clark was the first moderator. 

This venerable brother came to Texas only a short time 
before. He was the first missionary sent to Missouri by 
the Board of American Baptist Missions. On that field he 
baptized a large number of people and organized many | 
churches. He brought with him to Texas the minutes of 
eighteen sessions of a Missouri Baptist Association, which 
I was permitted to examine, and which exhibited a vast 
amount of labor performed by this venerable missionary. 
Ile spent several years in Arkansas, and arriving in Texss 
spent some time among the churches and brethren that 
formed the Red River Association. 3 

sider Clark came into the bounds of the Trinity River 
association about 1852, and there, while the sun of life was 
passing behind the western hills, he reflected back much of 
the light he had borrowed from Christ. Ie was about sevy- 
enty years of age when he came among us, but, being pro- 
vided by the brethren with a home, he did much active 
service as a missionary previous to his death. The infirm- 
ities and necessities of this good man caused the formation 
of the executive committee alluded to before, whose duty it 
was to provide for the maintenance of superannuated 
ministers. Ile remained on this field several years, anc 
passed to his reward above. 
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The second session of the Red River Association met at 
Clarksville, Red River County, on the twelfth of October, 
1849. <A petitionary letter was received from the Liberty 
church, Titus County, and the statistics show that the total 
membership of the churches was one hundred and seventy- 
five, leaving out the membership of the South Sulphur 
church, Hopkins County, which was not represented. Elder 
M. Piland was moderator. Of this brother and his work I 
cannot write definitely, except that his name appears for 
some time as pastor of Shiloh church, Lamar County, and 
2s moderator of the association at its second and third ses- 
sions. The association devoted itself energetically to the 
mission work, and in connection with missionary operations 
the name of Elder W. M. Pickett is pre-eminent. 

Elder Pickett came to Texas in 1844, and was a leading 
spirit among those who labored in the work of organization 
along the banks of Red River. Ie was present at the for- 
mation of the association, and appears on the record of 1849 
as pastor of five of the churches when there were only eight 
churches represented. He devoted all the time he could 
spare from the churches to destitute fields, and in 1855 was 
appointed missionary for his whole time, to visit destitute 
regions, organize churches, and to do all he could in * pro- 
curing pastors for destitute churches.” Hissalary was fixed 
at four hundred dollars. Long and faithfully did he serve 
in this eapacity, as is seen from his reports, and his work 
was greatly blessed. 

The name of Elder John Briscoe appears among the 
Baptist workers in north-eastern Texas. and continues to 
Shine as a bright star in the history of that people. [ce 
was by birth a fennesseean; moved to Texas in 15-46, and 
settled in Hunt County. Ie was at this time a licensed 
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preacher and giving signs of great usefulness. The Liberty 
church, Fannin County, called him to ordination. The 
presbytery was composed of Elders Pickett, Watson, Smith, 
and Piland. He took an active part in the organization of 
the Red River Association, and in 1850 appears as pasto: 
of Liberty church, Fannin County, and also of the Salem 
ehurch, Lamar County. His soul was deeply moved when- 
ever the cause of missions demanded his attention, ani, 
being aman of strong mind and much decision, he was 
ordained of God to be aleader among the scattered Baptists 
in that territory. 

In 1852 he was moderator of the body, and the same year 
employed to ride as missionary one half his time. After 
the formation of the Sister Grove Association he served as 
pastor and missionary among the churches of that boily. 
His report to the body, in 1854, shows that he had wit- 
nessed the conversion of one hundred and twenty persons, 
and that he had baptized eighty-five, within the space of 
three months and ten days. During this time he travelled 
six hundred and thirty miles and delivered eighty sermons 
and exhortations. The date of his death I cannot give; 
but while he rests from his labors, his works follow him. 

Under the labors of these earnest men the sixth annual 
session of the body, held with the Concord church, Red 
River County, in 1854, was composed of messengers from 
twenty-eight churches, extending over a territory of seyen 
counties. After this a large number of the churches weut 
off to form other associations, and in 1858 only eleven 
churches were represented, with Elder D. B. Morrill as mol- 
erator. The territory was at that time limited to three coun- 
ties: Lamar, Red River, and Bowie. Later than this I coo 
give no statements, for want of facts and dates. 
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STATE CONVENTION. — 1818. 


N all the great enterprises of life, whether civil 
or religious, a necessity is felt, when there are 
small organizations in a territory, for a general 
organization to harmonize and concentrate the 
efforts of the whole body. When the noise of war is 
heard inthe land, companies at once are banded together 
for the public defence. After this, battalions, regiments. 

brigades and divisions spring into existence. All these 

under the same laws, and under the same great leader, 
present a strong, united front to the common enemy. 

Ten years previous to the organization of the Baptist 
State Convention of Texas, churches had been formed. 
Fight years previous to the formation of this grand body, 
an association of churches was formed; and now that a 
vast field had been traversed by missionaries, a great many 
churches organized, and several associations, a general 
organization was called for, in which messengers from 
churches and associations might meet every year, and by 
conference and co-operation sweep over the whole State, 
and following close upon the heels of the Indian and 
buffalo, plant the standard of the cross wherever the 
smoke of the white man’s cabin rose toward the heavens. 
Many 2 warm and generous Baptist heart beat true to this 
sentiment in the territory of Texas, in 1848. The tew 
291 
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scattered preachers, sustained in their efforts by a faithf! 
brotherhood in the churches, said, ** We will attempt gre. 
things and expect great things for God.” Truly God hid 
done great things for us, and we were glad. Far more had 
been accomplished than I, and the little bands that met me 
in 1836, anticipated could have been done in the space of 
time. ; 

An incident in the life of Elder Jesse Mercer, of 
Georgia, throws some light upon the origin and progress 
of Texas missions. Some time previous to 1840, the date 
not known, this great and good man deposited twenty-live 
hundred dollars with the Home Mission Society, New 
York, to be used for the support of missionaries in Texas. 
Some of his friends protested against the expenditure of 
money on such a ficld. De was informed that Texas was 
at that time infested with thieves, murderers, and scouu- 
drels, who were refugees from justice. Elder Mereer was 
aman who thought and acted for himself, in view of his 
personal accountability to God, and replied, ** You bau 
better not tell me any more about such characters 1) 
Texas, or I'll be compelled te double the amount and =<! 
He stated his conviction. 


> 


apart five thousand dollars.’ 
that, as Texas had a fertile soil and a genial clime. 
it would attract the attention of a large number of go«'! 
people. Christ had saved a thief on the cross, and if som: 
of those in Texas were great sinners, Christ was a grest 
Saviour, and they needed the gospel. 
With that money donated by Elder Mercer, Elders 
Tryon, Huckins and Taliaferro were sent and suppor: 
- in Texas. The first person baptized by brother Huck'n-. 
on his arrival in Galveston, was a relative of Jesse Mer- 
cer. I allude to sister Borden. . Old brother Eli Mercer, 
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another near relative, and the father of sister Borden, came 
fifty miles from his residence in Egypt, on the Colorado, 
to Mount Gilead church, in Washington County, to be 
baptized by brother Tryon. * Ile continued his member- 
ship with that church for some time, and regularly rode 
the fifty miles, and filled his place in the monthly con- 
ference meetings. 

The prayers and alms of Jesse Mercer went up as a 
memorial before God, as in the case of Cornelius, and God 
bestowed salvation in Texas upon some of the members of 
his own house. Some of the results that followed the 
labors of Tryon, Huckins and Taliaferro have already been 
recorded. 

At the eighth annual session of the Union Association, 
held with the Baptist church in Houston, in October, 18-47, 
the following resolution was passed: ‘* I@esolved, That 
this association appoint a Central Committee of Corre- 
spondence, composed of Elders Graves, Garrett, Ellis, 
Chandler, Tryon, Creath, and brethren Haynes and J. G. 
Thomas, whose duty it shall be to receive from the cor-7 
responding secretary the information that he may obtain, 
and in the event that a majority of the churches so cor- 
responded with shall be in favor of a convention, then it 
shall be the duty of the central committee to appoint a 
time and place of meeting.” 

The churches responded in favor of the proposed con- 
vention, and on the eighth day of September, 18485, 
messengers assembled with the church at Anderson, in 
Grimes County. As is customary at the meeting of all 
such bodies, an introductory sermon was expecied. Ju 
view of this fact, the committee that called the meeting 
appointed Elder Henry L. Graves, one of their number, 
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to preach the sermon, and Elder Noah Hill, in case of 
failure. These brethren were duly notified of the appoint- 
ment, and were both on the ground in good health, and as 
I thought certainly without cxcuse. 

‘Elder Graves was at that time president of Baylor Uni- 
versity, and we all thought the appointment a judicious one, 
and were anxious to hear him preach the opening sermon. 
To our great astonishment he declined to do it, without any 
plausible excuse. This was evidently, to take it as a whole, 
the most learned body of men that had ever been assembled 
in Texas up to that time, and the impression of course fixe: 
itself upon our minds that President Graves was afraid he 
might make a failure and thus sacrifice some of his reputa- 
tion. Elder Hill refused to preach as alternate, and, under 
the circumstances, we could not blame him. A number of 
the talented brethren were urged to preach, and my convic- 
tion was that they were the most tender-footed set of Bup- 
tist preachers that ever I had seen assembled. 

My mortification was intense, as the large audience waited 
for over half an hour for the services to commence. 

I had been used on other occasions, as the reader will 
remember, as an iron wedge, and sometimes driven into 
very unenviable situations. Although a little sore at the 
remembrance of it, when the committee approached me I 
consented, for the sake of our cause, to preach. Once at 
least in life my position was easier than that of my breth- 
ren who were my intellectual superiors, — Z. N. Morrell bad 
no reputation to lose. 

‘The text used was from Isaiah ix. 7: * Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall be no end.” Alter 
the sermon, the meeting was called to order by Elder ht. 1. 
B. Baylor. After the usual preliminaries, notwithstanding 
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the failure to preach the sermon, Elder Henry L. Graves 
was chosen as the first president of the Baptist State Con- 
vention of Texas. 

Elder Graves was a part of that valuable cargo of preach- 
ers landed at Galveston in the fall of 1846. He enjoyed 
the benefits of both literary and theological training, and 
graduated in both departments. As Baylor University, 
over which he presided as its first president, was founded 
with the view of disseminating knowledge among the masses, 
but especially for the education of the rising ministry, he 
possessed those qualifications and advantages that fitted 
him well for the position he assumed. After filling that 
station for several years, he took charge of the college at 
Fairfield, and for a number of years labored successfully in 
the education of young ladies. He now fills the presidency 
of Baylor Female College. Wis scholarship, so far as I 
know, remains unquestioned during all these years of 
patient toil as an educator in Texas. [lis qualifications 
entitled him to the position, in the estimation of his breth- 
ren, of a refined and educated Christian gentleman. 

As a presiding officer he excels. Calm, dignified and 
courteous, he commands the confidence and respect of the 
body, and makes perhaps as few mistakes in his rulings as 
any man who has ever presided, in Texas, over deliberative 
bodies. In the midst of the most animated discussions he 
never loses sight of the question, and shows himself master 
of the situation by maintaining perfect self-possession. Ie 
has acted as president of the convention at most of its 
sessions since. 

An ineident occurred during his early pastorate at Inde- 
pendence, clearly illustrating the deliberation and decision 
of his character. In the midst of the first great revival 
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among that people he conducted a lady into the beautifal 
stream, and, after administering the ordinance of baptism in 
the most graceful and imposing manner, observed a very 
poisonous snake lying upon the lady’s robe. I was stand- 
ing near by, and was just in the act of speaking to him, when 
he suddenly seized the snake in his hand and threw it to 
the opposite bank. Elder R. E. B. Baylor, standing at my 
side, spoke with animation and emphasis, ‘** Why, sir, the 
apostle Paul could have done no more!” The lady knew 
nothing of the danger till informed of it afterwards. 

The second article of the constitution adopted by the 
convention was as follows: ‘* The objects of the conven- 
tion shall be missionary and educational, the promotion of 
harmony of feeling and concert of action in our denomina- 
tion, and the organization of a system of operative mexs- 
ures to promote the interest generally of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom within the State.” 

** An old landmark” among Baptists in all ages, touchi- 
ing the sovereignty and independence of the churches, was 
asserted in the twelfth article. Churches create associa- 
tions and conventions, and, as the creator has the right to 
control the creature, in keeping with this fundamental ides, 
the convention disclaims any and all right to dictate to the 
churches. 

The article reads as follows: ‘*The convention sliall 
never possess a single attribute of power or authority over 
any-church or association. It absolutely and forever dis- 
claims any right of this kind, hereby avowing that cardinal 
principle that every church is sovereign and independent.” 
They who recognize the authority of popes, bishops. 
synods and conferences, will doubtless inquire, after 
reading this article, the necessity for this organization 
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upon such principles. We reply, that while every church 
recognizes and should recognize ‘‘ Jesus cnly” as its 
perfect lawgiver and chief shepherd, a general organiza- 
tion was necessary to secure harmonious and effective 
action upon the part of individuals and churches. Here 
wis a body of influential, earnest men organized, upon 
scriptural principles, to promote the common causes of 
education and missions, and their individual and com- 
bined influence has been telling upon the destinies of this 
great empire State during the twenty-three years that 
have passed. 

This was the first general meeting in which Elder Rufus 
C. Burleson made his appearance. When the tall, slen- 
der form stood on the floor of the convention for the first 
time, seeing everybody in sight at one glance with those 
black, piercing eyes, that rest beneath a manly brow, and, 
pointing with his long, bony fingers in the direction he 
Wished the thought to travel, parted the lips of an 
orator, and spoke sweetly and tenderly the name of Jesus, 
the stranger involuntarily asked his neighbor, ‘* Who is 
that f* 

IIe came to Texas in the month of February. 1848, 
under appointment of the Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and scttled as pastor of the church in 
Houston. As the successor of the beloved Tryon, God 
blessed his work with much success for over three years in 
the city of Houston. In 1847, at the time brother Tryon 
died, the church according to the minutes of Union 
Association, numbered sixty-nine; and in 1851, under his 
ministry, it had increased to one hundred and forty. 


Asa pastor, he was among the first, and was largely 
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endowed with the elements of enlarged success in this 
department of Christian labor. 

Fired with a growing desire to have the coming 
preachers in Texas thoroughly educated, at the call of the 
Board of Trustees of Baylor University he resigned his 
pastorate in Ifouston, and took the position at the head 
of the institution as an educator. He remained as presi- 
dent of Baylor for ten years, commencing his duties there 
in 1851. The same qualities that made him successful as 
a pastor gathered about him the affections of the youth 
of the country, and inspired their parents with confidence 
in his ability as a teacher. Resigning his position at 
Baylor in 1861, he was immediately elected to the presi- 
dency of Waco University, which position he now occupies, 
and has, without interruption, for ten years. Tlis ability 
to build up is known as far as the man is known.  Ilis 
brother, Elder R. B. Burleson, has had much to do with 
the success that has crowned his labors in the cause of 
education. The combined influence of these brothers ha: 
fired many a youthful mind to toil in search of knowl- 
edge, and impressed many a heart with the importance of 
secking Jesus. 

They have educated, either in whole or in part, about 
fifteen hundred young men, and over four hundred young 
ludies; and the struggle of the past twenty years in this 
work has in no wise abated their energy. 

As a preacher, Elder R. C. Burleson has wielded an 
influence over the masses in ‘Texas second to no man who 
has occupied the pulpit among us. Towards the close of 
his collegiate course, whilst his associates in the theologi- 
cal department were consecrating their lives to various 
ficlds, some of them to foreign countries, R. C. Burlesoa 
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wrote, ‘* This day I consecrate my life to Texas.” This 
was a noble purpose and a high resolve, and during these 
twenty-three years that I have known him in Texas no 
disposition to falter has ever been manifested. 

At the second session of the body, in 1849, held with the 
church at IIouston, Elder J. W. D. Creath president, the 
question of missions was considered with much. interest. 
The Board of Directors was instructed to employ, as soon 
as practicable, two missionaries, one in the eastern and 
the other in the western congressional district, with 
instructions to organize the scattered Baptists, and collect 
money for mission purposes. Of course, at that time, a 
vast destitution was before us, and right earnestly did the 
brethren address themselves to the work of supplying it. 
But little being accomplished previous to the third session, 
in 1850, a report strongly recommending a general agency 
was adopted, and soon the name of Elder J. W. D. Creath 
appeared as financial agent of the convention. Last, 
west, north and south, over the vast territory, this inde- 
fatigable worker travelled, and greatly stirred up the 
mission-loving Baptists throughout the State. Every 
subsequent session of the body showed large sums of 
money collected and expended on this mission work. ‘Thie 
names of missionaries engaged under the patronage of the 
Board, and the work they have done, would require a 
volume of itself. Perhaps no agency has accomplished so 
much in developing the Baptist cause in Texas as the 
mission enterprise of the Baptist State Convention from 
its organization to the present time. 

Elder J. W. D. Creath has been the leading spirit among 
us in this great work. During most of the time since the 
adoption of the agency system he has been} and still is, 
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the travelling financial agent of the ccnvention. He was 
by birth and education a Virginian. Following the example 
of his father, a Bapiist preacher, he and several of his 
brothers entered the Christian ministry, and, as has already 
been noticed, he came to Texas in 1546. Ile first settled 
as pastor at Huntsville, and during the interval in his 
agency served at Cold Springs, in Polk County, and 
vicinity. He has been eminently sound in doctrine and an 
earnest defender of the faith. Look where you may among 
the minutes of associations and general Baptist meetings 
in Texas, and the name of Elder J. W. D. Creath appears 
pleading the mission cause. Much might be said of him 
and his work, but the utter folly of an attempt on my part 
to tell the people what they do not know concerning this 
laborious preacher is happily illustrated by the following 
incident that occurred in a neighboring village : — 

A widow lady, who kept a hotel for a number of years on 
one of our thoronghfares, was approached on several oc- 
easions by a local editor with earnest solicitations for an 
advertisement of her house. She modestly declined at 
first, but flually, weary of his importunity, informed the 
editor that her house was known farther than his paper. 
So in the case before us. Elder Creath is not only known 
farther than the writer, but has made impressions for good 
in his Master’s work in many a locality which these pages 
will never reach. 

The names of Elders Ellege, Fisher, Eaves, Thomas, 
Clabaugh, Kiefer, and many others, appear as zealous mis- 
sionaries on different. fields, co-operating with the cony¥et- 
tion and spreading the gospel among the destitute. As 
specimen of faithful and effective labor Twill give an ex- 


tract from the report of Elder David Fisher, read belore 





hs 


niall ome 


a 


o —— Pe 


; ald To Lerevea’ fet ‘sl zedore nq Jeisqys 




























"J Mi hs 2 
mrs oxlt gai’ wollol:. “mall Vn 9 itn , wibs. 


ae. 


an 2 i 
vinoila end en bony pteialencar iatsdD. ont boratae ev 


haliise dex oll’ OSL wleaesT of amep od fooiton at 19 
ish: wi joi ot. puteph hae lil bre tatsEL ia oleh AB ae 
bert LiL diet ni cewsisa® bled Pes baevy9e Or 52 
{ wu TI9OR fi igre YAO gts 950) eu oH -pinioiy a 
ue yn poy.orode tool iid odf 20% sbustol Jeomand a 
Hoos. debtantl Loxomay den eitoltalooeen to aot hucien ot ¢ on 
wormporn shi \ {LW UL whet to aman od? bas 2 anzoT at — Ds ‘ 


ul Jo bins od tgias dowkh oaeg solepin odd usti ibgolq a. 
coorotin an to vilot solia od) Jud .aow eid bes 


[ + , 


van yer * i ’ ‘ 

—_ = 

ids tuieone woud ton. ob wed! delve olgoog ot lied oo 4 -- 
i uF 


= 
iat ads ito eyed ; { wtestaw) i yi ai : ti 4 vil" RIM esoiI0r dal . 1— ‘4 
;* al 


‘ . ‘ = 
. . ® I . ‘a 
—- :qoniliv peleddeica & ai ho1990 Isa) 2 aohiogl ae 
a a . a : ? : 
, 7 4 aS 
‘ ) tur ried v in | 
no eee? lo Toda. 2 IGT | jon OCT « 7 il aobin A ig? ~ 


io bedaeongey evithtgnorod?, 190 To ong. 

uti 100 hin sotiho Inool a vl eeroiago wi 

ee of vitholouwt aie iol ‘ton Yo, Ine oi) 397 
orks feyeerven PTO! i }o view wih cant jud. tei 
pnd Toul stunt (itd enw On onl to tsi]! roitba,, 


» » 
“J @\ 
rt 


= a 


Lat ls en ~s 
is. = 


. ae 
i vieo Jom ei slingt tain ay sated o-29 ofl di 08 ca: 
4 WOLAe a eet dud polite oft nal) vodhua - 
| 


is yoo at atom e‘yojeclé eid i, : 
tong 19798 ig, 


syed yrlelt Rola et bit. te eeendty ak Ef te 


mm vedio ‘enna Jun. quid . sdgnaibal i 
y i 


. a 
—* 


ad 


ny 


“sovooa ol dite yabtiniognee, ellen scars, no rains Ey 


i : es Pa: 
Masti yen" Le z pollen Res 






ne t ba oir Lah j 34) he wifil ee wt. 


vuliod fuss rote tiveQl wlll to » snoqa ‘he 





ARR te alee nen RRC che RS TERR SEARS 





| 





ye hc Sa NO RRA ABE I Oe 


Ad er’ Gye 


paar ype Ss 


STATE CONVENTION. * 801 


the convention. During the year ending in November, 
1855, ‘* he preached two hundred and forty-nine sermons, 
delivered four hundred and eighty-two exhortations. at- 
tended one bundred and one prayer meetings, baptized and 
witnessed the baptism of two hundred and seventy-six 
persons, and travelled two thousand three hundred and 
forty miles.” This earnest man of God, who always 
preached in such a manner as to convince the people that 
he believed there was a hell to shun, a heaven to gain, 
and a Saviour to redeem, came to Texas in 1846, and set- 
tled as pastor in Washington County. He has spent much 
of his time as a missionary, and many a redeemed one will 
rise up at the last day to praise God for this instrument of 
usefulness. 

In 1857, the aggregate of missionary labor is given. We 
extract the following: ‘* Miles travelled, 26,666; sermons 
preached, 1,920; exhortations delivered, 1,244; baptisms 
administered and witnessed, 556.” This same year I:Ider 
Michael Ross came to Texas, and, upon the resignation of 
Elder Creath, was appointed financial agent. He was a 
walking encyclopedia of scriptural knowledge. Tle had 
committed to memory many parts of the Bible, and was 
wonderfully gifted with ability to expound the Scriptures. 
His mission spirit knew no bounds, and as he brought the 
word of God to bear upen Christian duty in this line, large 
amounts of money flowed into the treasury of the conven- 
tion. Ile filled this position with much success until 1860. 
After his resignation he served.as pastor in Falls County, 
and subsequently settled as pastor at Independence, where 
he died, in 1865, In his grave lies one of the strong men 
of Israel. 

At the tifth session of the convention, held at Marshall, 
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in 1852. Elder H.-L. Graves president, a committee of 
seven was appointed > to take into consideration the pro- 
priety of establishing, at some eligible place in Texas. a 
Baptist paper.” Reports on this subject, urging the im- 
portance of a State paper. appear in every minute up to 
1855, when ** The Texas Baptist” was reported to be in 
existence, with Elder G. W. Buines as editor. The psper 
was located at Anderson, and was published under the 
direction of the Texas Baptist Publication Society. A 
vast amount of good was accomplished by this denomina- 
tional organ, furnishing as it did a medium of communica- 
tion for the brethren and churches from the Sabine to the 
Rio Grande. 

It required only a few years, however, to demonstrate the 
fact that individual enterprise, backed up by the denomina- 
tion, is far preferable in the publication of a paper to the 
plan adopted in publishing the old ** Texas Baptist.” It is 
true that the paper went down among the lost fortunes dur- 
ing the late war; it is also true that financial embarrass- 
ments hung around the Publication Society from the com- 
mencement to the end. 

The paper developed a large amount of writing talent in 
Texas, and gave the editor and others an opportunity of 
discussing a great many questions of vital interest pertain- 
ing to our common cause in Texas. The editor, Elder &. 
W. Baines, has rendered valuable service, not only through 
this paper, but also as pastor of several churches, and on 
many tours through the State. 

Ilis name first appears in the minutes of 1850. He has 
served as pastor at Ifuntsville, Anderson, and other churches 
in Grimes and Washington Counties. Being naturally foud 
of metaphysics, he has frequently been spoken of by the 
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brethren, after his sermons and after debates on the floor of 
the convention, as ‘* the hair-splitter.” In faithfulness he 
still labors as pastor at Salado, Bell County, and among the 
churches in that vicinity. 

Under the auspices of the Baptist State Convention, Bay- 
lor University and Baylor Female College have performed 
their work during the past quarter of a century. Although 
the territory was too large for the agencies of one body to 
be effective in every part of the State; although the Eastern 
Baptist Convention took charge of the territory east of 
Trinity River and subsequently merged into the General 
Association, taking charge of an additional territory in 
northern Texas, — yet a large field still remains for the old 
body, whose efforts have been so signally blessed in the 
past. Frequently during late years, as I meet with the old 
convention, my mind goes back to 1848, and, viewing the 
organization in connection with the results, I am made to 
exclaim from the depths of my soul, ‘“* What hath God 
wrought!” 


I will record an incident illustrating the character of a 


L? 9 
2 


native Texas horse, and also some of the trials in connec- 
tion with this animal that have befallen a number of Texas 
preachers who have been compelled to rely upon this species 
of locomotion. 

While travelling still in the bounds of Trinity River 
Association my horse was crippled, and the only chance to 
meet my appointments, was to ride an untrained mustang 
horse. The animal had been ridden, but was by no means 
docile. Accordingly the horse was roped, bridled and sad- 
dled, and, to prevent the disposition these Texas horses 
sometimes manifest, of springing as high from the ground as 
their strength will allow and tben descending to the earth 
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with the back in a bow and the head between the forclegs, 
I secured a tough dogwood forked stick, and tied the larze 
end to the girth and the end of each fork to the cheeks of 
the bridle. This preparation made, with my usual equipaze 
I mounted, and rode off to fill appointments for one hundred 
and fifty miles up the country. All was well as long as the 
stick remained; but I was exceedingly annoyed by ques- 
tions from almost every man I met. Besides, it was very 
troublesome to loose and adjust the stick every time IL 
stopped at noon and night. 

Crossing Chambers’ Creek, I saw that the horse was 
weary, and, supposing that its propensity to “ pitch” was 
over, I untied the dogwood fork and threw it aside. «As I 
approached the house of my old friend Morrell, a few miles 
below. Dallas, the horse, without any cause that I could dis- 
cover, commenced *‘ pitching,” or, as the old Texans some- 
times said, ‘laying fence-worm.” Freely would I have 
given the value of the horse for that dogwood stick, well 
adjusted. Now the horse sprang, first to the right and then 
to the left, and then came to the ground, head down ani 
heels up, almostin a perpendicular. This performance con- 
tinued for nearly a hundred yards. My hat flew off, iny 
umbrella fell, my saddle-bags took wings, and I began to eet 
as limber as possible and look for a good place to {ail 
Just at this juncture of affairs the horse stopped, very muci 
exhausted, and I did not fall. Iwas so bruised and shocked 
that I was immediately thrown into a violent fever, from 
which I did not soon recover. Thus closed with me the 
mighty events of 1548. 
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TWO ASSOCIATIONS. — 1849. 


(Sexy LE rapid development of the agricultural, educa- 
/ I) tional and religious interests of Texas, from 1845 to 
A Sy 1849, was truly encouraging. The tide of immi- 
gration swept across the State, increasing greatly the 
strength of villages and settlements, and stretching far out 
upon the frontier. Bountiful crops crowned the labor of 
the husbandman, school-houses were springing up in almost 
every community, and the heralds of the cross, keeping 
pace with civilization, pushed on their work with abundant 
success. 

Six associations had been formed, and the Baptist State 
Convention. All these organizations, except one, were alive, 
and putting forth active and harmonious efforts in the cause 
of truth. There were at this time about seventy-five 
churches, and, as near as I can estimate from the minutes of 
that date, over two thousand Baptists, with rapid accessions 
to our number constantly occurring, both by baptism and 
by letter. 

The work was being vigorously prosecuted far up the 
Trinity River, and in October, 1849, representatives from 
four churches met in convention with the Union ehurch, 
Dallas County, for the purpose of forming a new associa- 
tion. ‘The churches represented were Rowlett’s Creek, 
Union, Betuel and Lonesome Dove. .Four ordained and one 

20 305 


mee 
Pa ie! 






























IVeA AAT rT KHO 


o . 
= 
ied 

; *s 
Ope] -— ,2morTs190¢2A OWT 
7 
| = 
-ooubo Jlotodinsitge sd? Yo dasmqolersh biqat au 
2 P ore te n : Peea, Pe, Liga . : 
‘of SbaI mort 2exoT to eteowlal anor’ hire [engi ; 


Tt, 7 alt ad t Srypryony vin ecw Let 


“F 
wisi ita 44 LoL’ Ah A ian? ae ae 


od} yitnera viladeioat yotete sib -peore alia 
tun of odidsto1e hee jatuonrliies Dar 29y elliv To digesta 
Yo iodal od} boawerrs eqon hAlianod wolinott od? soqa hae 


Oi) : my! qu nie THA Bib wW @9 oil-foadse perenne trish: 


unicpood HOT ony Yo efierod off bon ,'7ianiae9 woe i" 
: iw drow soll ao Ded 1G nabtentees {iter eenq. My 
aon sn he ye 

reljandl off ban Soarvet onad bad € nol Sei70Re 8 zie mr: 


“¢ 


in S19% |! tose .srobiosirenio seat TA pe se a aa, . 
; ; . 


Shy iii } “rp has otsten fro puting hee > sy 
a > 
tasroe Juodp omit aff Te ow! STS iv ne ee oe 


hw 


& 4 
) votpaiurodt grog! olomiies ane T en nod eo bas eolovtle 7. 
rte : hi P : a7 3et! fT i j Tt ath ; ie. 1970 ab dedt En 
- st 
. v 
Hg by iq f hk Sel hr tio okndemoo tania "LITO oa ay: G 
; : see 


. nats ed 
- ; - ay wey s: a ony sf = Yict a rt? 
dt ag ack botioseoig yReaotogry gama ea 2 oF bicishal 


mot voviiainsesqet Whol 1oMwO At Due sri (yi 
Gad noi iy odd Wie onion goin eae 
ioe won fA waturiwt yo oi ceyTig pit 0), yineed J 


Ls, 


door) eiolwoil onew hataoeoige # eaityrits ber 


a0 ban hocieing wet. .orell oF avooanitont Pit 





306 FLOWERS AND FRUITS. 


licentiate minister were present at the organization. The 
first article in the constitution reads as. follows: * This 
association shall be known by the name of the Elm Furk 
United Daptist Association.” 

From some historical sketches of churches in the minutes 
of 1857, I will state, that the Rowlett’s Creek church was 
organized by Elders David Myres and Jonathan Pion, 
on the twelfth day of February, 1847, with seven members. 
Elder Myres was the first moderator of this association, and 
continued to preside over every session until his death, 
which occurred on the ninth day of March, 1853, in his fifty- 
seventh year. 

With him I had no personal acquaintance, but often had 
interesting accounts of him and his work through Elder N 
T. Byars. We moved with his family to Texas in 1845, and 
settled in Dallas County. On the tenth day of May, 1546, 
he organized the Union church, Dallas County, with five 
members. He was the first Baptist preacher in that part of 
the country. He assisted in the organization of sever 
other churches, and under his pastoral care Rowlett’s Crees, 
Union and Bethel churches were greatly blessed. The 
writer of his obituary, in the minutes of 1854, says, ‘In his 
preaching he was plain, easy to be understood, forcible in 
argument, and pointedin application. Ile dwelt extensive:y 
on the plan of redemption and the love of God.” = Tiie-¢ 
certainly constitute the qualities of a good minister of Jesus 
‘Christ, and this the grand central theme around which the 
preacher should always rally his thoughts. The chureues 
and the association deeply felt the loss when the voice of 
Elder David Myres was hushed in death. 

The names of Eli Witt, J. A. Freeman and J. Phillips 
appear at the organization. Several sessions passed beture 
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the infant churches were able to make appropriations of 
money to the mission work, but a true missionary spirit fired 
the hearts of these pioneer preachers, and at the sixth ses- 
sion, in 1854, held with the Bethel church, Elder J. M. Myres, 
moderator, the report of the committee on Home Missions 
shows that Elders Freeman and Myres had performed a con- 
siderable amount of missionary labor, with good success. 
At this session of the body there were cleven churches, with 
four hundred and cighty-three members. The names of 
Elders Eli Witt, N..T Byars, G..W. Butler and H. E. 
Calahan appear as active missionaries at subsequent meet- 
ings, and following the work of these and a few earnest 
pastors, the association, in 1861, had eighteen churches, 
with about seven hundred and fifty members. The territory 
of the Elm Fork Association, as defined in the minutes of 
1856, was “all of Dallas County north of Trinity River, 
all of Denton County east of Elm Fork, together with the 
counties of Collin and kaufman.” 

Elder J. M. Myres was moderator of the association in 
185-4, and at several mectings afterwards. Ileis the son of 
the old pioneer preacher, and came to Texas the same year 
his father came. Te was licensed to preach in 18-49, by the 
Union chureh, and was ordained the same year by Elders 
J. A. Freeman, David Myres and Eli Witt. We has ren- 
dered much valuable service both as missionary and pastor 
in the bounds of this association, and still lives and labors 
in Dallas County, on the same field where his father did so 
much valuable work.in organizing and building up churches, 
and from which he was called to serve his Master in a better 
land. 

In 1853 Elder J. C. Portman came to Texas from Ien- 
tucky. He was by birth a Kentuckian, and in his native 
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State performed a large amount of ministerial work, and 
with much success. He was ordained in 1832, and for 
twenty-one years preached to the people among whoin he 
was born. For three or four years he served as missionary, 
and the rest of the time as an active pastor. Previous to 
his arrival in Texas he baptized about fifteen hundred per- 
sons. 

Although past the meridian of life when he came to 
Texas, he girded himself for his work, and proved to the 
people of his adopted State that he was one of the strong 
men in Israel. He served as pastor at Friendship, Collin 
County, and subsequently at Rowlett’s Creck and McKin- 
ney. God greatly prospered the labor of his hands. With 
a clear head and a warm heart he fought sin and preached 
righteousness among his people, to the great comfort of 
Christians. His influence was felt in all the surrounding 
country, and statistics show that many redeemed souls 
demanded baptism where he labored. He served a number 
of years as moderator of Elm Fork Association, and was 
called from his labors to rest with Christ in 1866. From 
Kentucky and Texas many a child of God will rise, in the 
resurrection morn, to bless the day that Elder Portman 
entered the work of the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Klders Myres and Portman have rested from their labors, 
with many others from the bounds of the association they 
loved so much, but the Elm Fork Association still lives and . 
annually rallies its forces together around the standard of 
truth, sending out its messengers during its recesses to 
declare the way of salvation. 

The churches in south-eastern Texas were in much confit- 
sion, in consequence of the anti-missionary clement and 


various issues that troubled that section. Many, however, 
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held the true faith and believed in active mission work, and 
in November, 1849, a convention met with the old Union 
church, near the town of Nacogdoches, and formed what 
was then known as the Eastern Texas Association of 
United Baptists. The old church that had been the rally. 
ing point for the old Sabine Association was now the cen- 
tral point for another organization, covering very nearly the 
same territory. Twelve churches were represented at this 
meeting: From Smith County, Ebenezer, Tyler, and Harris 
Creek ; from Cherokee County, Salem, Key’s Creek, Rocky 
Springs, and Palestine; from Shelby County, Macedonia, 
Zion, Concord, and Horeb; and from Nacogdoches County, 
Union. Elder Robert Turner was the first moderator. 
The brethren were greatly encouraged by the harmony and 
success of the new organization, and, at the second session 
held with Salem church, Cherokee County, there were six- 
teen churches represented, with five hundred and twenty- 
five members. 

At the fourth session of this body, in 1852, the name was 
changed to Central Baptist Association, Elder B. E. 
Lucas moderator, and B. F. Burroughs clerk. Brother 
Lucas was ordained by Bishop Andrews as a preacher in 
the Methodist church, in 1845, in the State of Tennessee. 
Ile came to Texas in 1846, and settled in Sabine County. 
In 1850, being greatly dissatisfied with the ordinances and 
government of the Methodist church, he made application 
and was received as a proper candidate for baptism by the 
Iamilton Baptist church, Sabine County, and was immersed 
by Elder William Britton, in May, 1850. The same year 
he was ordained by Elders William Britton and Robert 
Turner. Ie spent much time as missionary in the Central 
Association, and served as pastor at Union, Providence, 
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Mount Moriah, and other points intheeast. He afterwards 
moved to Northern Texas, and his name appears as moder- 
ator of Elm Fork Association in 1866. 

T have met brother Lucas, and from him learned much of 
the trials of the brethren in that section, where Moderators 
ant Regulators once spread so much terror and confusion. 
He has been useful in the past, and still toils on in the gos- 
pel of Jesus. ; 

At the-sixth annual session, in 1855, the number of 
churches was ten, with two hundred and ninety-two mem- 
bers. Several had withdrawn to form other associations. 
Elder John L. Mills was moderator. The body, at this 
meeting, passed a resolution recommending the ‘State 
Legislature to pass the Maine Liquor Law, or one similar,” 
and at the same time urged pastors to speak out decidedly 
from the pulpit on the temperance question. Whether the 
churches in that section were cursed with a membership 
guilty ef * dram-drinking ” or not, the records do not show. 
Whether the evil prevailed in that section more than in 
other parts of the: State, I cannot say; but one thing is 
apparent: those brethren felt that the times demanded 
them to speak out, and they did it, even in the legislative 
halls of the country. By this act they unanimously rebuked 
the devil to his face, and we only regret that there are not 
more combinations in the land against an evil that creeps 
like a serpent into the abode of domestic happiness, and, 
after doing his mischief, mocks at a widow’s tears, and 
laughs at the wretchedness of the fatherless. The spirit of 
Christianity knows 10 sympathy with this child, whose 
father is the Devil and whose mother is Beastly Appetite. 

While I do not believe that Baptists in Texas, or in 
other States, are guilty of this sin above other denominations 
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professing to abide by the principles of Christ, yet the 
churches do not measure arms with this vice and hurl the 
monster from their midst as faithfully as the word of God 
directs. And now let every youth who reads these pages 
heed the admonition of anold man, and avoid all the paths 
that lead: to a drunkard’s life, a drunkard’s grave, and a 
drunkard’s hell. 

To fill the vacancy in the body caused by the withdrawal 
of churches at former sessions, new churches were organized 
and added to the association, and in 1858 there were four- 
teen churches represented, with four hundred and ten mem- 
bers. The territory extended over the Counties of Shelby, 
Sabine, Nacogdoches, San Augustine, Rusk, and Panola. 

After the decline of my health, in 1847, which caused me 
to give up my appointment as missionary under the Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, my ministry was some- 
what irregular. I kept up the habit, formed in early life, 
of making long tours whenever I could; but these were not 
so frequent nor extensive asin former years. Months some- 
times passed during which I could-do but little travelling, 
and these intervals in my ministry have continued to grow 
longer, until I can do but little more than sit in my room 
and pen the records of labor in the past. When at home, 
much of my attention was given to the farm, and as so 
many labor-saving machines had been invented, my mind 
went in search of an invention that would enable a man to 
plough up, plant and cultivate more of the rich prairie soil 
around me than it was possible to do with the implements 
of husbandry our fathers gave us. I never could see the 
reason why I should carry a jug of molasses in one end of 
the sack and a rock in the other simply because my father 
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did, when I could just as easily carry in the same sack 
another gallon of molasses. 

The time to break up new prairie land was upon us, and vis- 
iting the shops in the country, I could get no ploughs made, 
for want of suitable iron. ‘To expedite my work, while the 
iron was coming, I made a frame in the shape of a common 
harrow, and put into it five old-fashioned duck-bill colters. 
which were afterwards increased to nine. The frame restc:l 
on two wheels sawed from a post oak, twenty inches in 
diameter, with a foot to bear up the front end. The whole, 
thus adjasted, was tied behind the fore-wheels of a wagon 
and dragged by a long team of oxen. Four acres of land 
were broken in 4 day; and when it was ploughed with this 
same implement across the other way the prairie was thor- 
oughly torn up. This was the first plough on wheels that I 
had heard anything of, either in Texas or any other State, 
and was certainly a success. 

My friends were greatly amused for the entire season, 
but this led to the invention of the first planting machine, 
that [ had any knowledge of, the following spring. A plouzh 
was attached to the fore-wheels of iny wagon, drawn hy two 
horses, that opened a furrow fur the corn. The corn was 
regularly dropped, without the aid of human hands, covered 
avd nicely harrowed over, while the driver rode on_ the 
machine and diveeted the team. Seeing that this experi- 
ment was a success, [ invited my neighbors to examine the 
work. As they approached, they inquired of the young 
man engaged in planting how he was succeeding. II's 
reply was, ** | hardly know ; but I have certainly multiplied 
myself into five men. IL open the furrow, one; I drop the 


corn, two; I throw two furrows on it, four; I drag a har- 
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row over it, five; and this is all done with so little labor 
on my part that I am afraid it is of no account.” 

Had I gone forward at once and secured patents for what 
I was justly entitled to, as my friends urged me to do, and 
devoted a portion of my time to improvements that sug- 
gested themselves to my mind soon after, the result neces- 
sarily would have been a large accumulation of money. 
Some conscientious scruples relative to the loss of time 
from my ministry and the danger of diverting my mind too 
much from preaching prevented me until 1857, — at which 
time I will notice the machine again. 
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CHAPTER: ZX WEL 
HARMONIOUS ACTIVITY. —1850 To 1852. 
“,O far as I am able to collect information, from min- 


utes and other documents before me, no new asso- 
ciation of Baptists was organized in 1800. .4 






sufficient number of general organizations were in 
existence to mect the demands of the scattered churches, 
and the combined efforts of the denomination were being 
put forth to strengthen the infant churches and associations, 
and to supply the destitute communities with the word o7 
life. While the missionaries, under appointment of the 
various Boards in the State, were travelling in every direc- 
tion, and with marked success, there was manifest a general 
desire to correspond and co-operate, and ministers, with 
many of the private members of the churches, considered it 
a privilege to ride a hundred miles on horseback to attend 
their sister associations, and thus aid, by their presence and 
counsel, in promoting the interests of our common cause, il 
every locality. Jcaijousies and dissensions were strangers 
among us. Dy this time we were well agreed in doctrine, 
and when we differed on plans of operation, exchanges of 
views, in private and in public, were marked with so much 
of the spirit of Christ that even these tended to bind us 
more Closely together. Among the happiest recollections 
of my life is the peace that in those days marked the pros- 
ress of our Zion. Some of our hearts had been caused 
314 
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to ache, in former times, when errors on points of doctrine 
were brought in among us, which in their very nature, if re- 
ceived, rolled the apple of discord among the churches 
that must necessarily multiply itself into a variety of isms 
and heresies. ‘This state of things was brought about by 
* false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily 
to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, thot 
they might bring us into bondage; to whom we gave place 
by subjection, no, not for an hour.” With these we had 
been compelled to take issue, and ‘earnestly contend for 


? 


the faith once delivered unto the saints.” Waving passed 
through this ordeal and attained unto unity in doctrine, we 
rejoiced. Since that time, whenever I have seen petty 
questions about pet plans and local interests, where no vital 
principles connected with church polity were involved, 
sprung upon us, calculated in their very nature to produce 
alienation without just cause, the remembrance of the davs 
of our peace, and our fearful responsibility touching the ob- 
ligation ** to keep the unity of the Spint in the bond of 
, 


peace,’ 
ascend that God would strangle this child from the = pti, 


has caused my tears to fall, and my prayers to 
% 
before he grew strong enough to break the bands that 
bound an active, earnest and loving brotherhood toyethec. 
As long as we can mect together, and the one sentiment, 
“one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,” finds a united re- 
sponse from the body, there is no excuse for disorganization. 
In the midst of the union and concert of action that 
marked this era in our history, the following resolution was 
adopted by the Baptist State Convention, at its session in 
1850, held with the Iluntsville church: 72eso7ved, that some 
suitable person be appointed to collect such historical mmc! 


relating to the introduction of the gospel, and the rise aud 
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progress of our denomination in this State, as may serve as 
useful records in coming years; suchas the constitutions of 
allchurches and associations, the names and important s‘a- 
tistics of all Baptist ministers, and such other facts as he may 
deem necessary to be preserved. Elder J. W. D. Creati 
was appointed at the same meeting to perform this service 

According to the spirit and letter of, this resolution, 
brother Creath entered upon the work assigned him in con- 
nection with his other arduous labors, and has collected a 
large amount of material for the historian. By his per- 
mission, I have been allowed to have access to this very 
valuable collection, that has served greatly to refresh my 
memory concerning some facts forgotten, and I have also 
been able to add wiih this assistance some additional facts 
and incidents to those already. in my possession. 

During the years 1850 and 1851, except the care of 
one church near my home, I sustained no relation as mis- 
sionary to any Board, nor as pastor of any chareh. There 
was much need of mission work, and, as my health at times 
prevented me from regular work, I visited the larger portion 
of the State, west of the Trinity River, at my own expense, 
and did what I could in strengthening weak churches and 
preaching among the destitute. While on my way to the 
Baptist State Convention, held with the church at Indepen- 
dence, in June, 1851, | met for the first time with [lder 
Jonas Johnston. He had only been a short time in Texss. 
and being a South Carolinian, had much to say about 
old State. As South Carolina was my native State, the 
right hand of fellowship was at once given in consideration 
of a common itccling relative to the home of our childio: 
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were soon forgotten as we entered into conversation on 
Baptist principles. 

Elder Johnston carried with him then, as he has ever 
done since, the independence of a fearless advocacy of our 
distinctive principles. God’s sovereignty in the plan and 
in the execution of the grand scheme of redemption, in the 
exercise of which ‘*he hath saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began,” which doctrine our Baptist 
fathers boldly declared, finds in brother Johnston a fearless 
defender and advocate. When he takes hold of this sub- 
ject, or the final perseverance of all the saints through 
grace to glory in heaven, or instructs the people concerning 
the ordinances, government, and perpetuity of the church, 
he speaks plainly and decidedly. ‘+ If the trumpet give an 
uncertain sound,” in the bands of some of our Daptist 
preachers, on these questions, such a charge certainly can- 
not be preferred against Elder Johuston. 

IIe has served as pastor of several churches in Grimes, 
Montgomery, and Walker Counties, has baptized a great 
many people, and has always taken an active interest in the 
mission and educational enterprises of the denomination in 
Texas. Bat few of our Baptist preachers have possessed 
financial resources equal to his, and whenever and wherever 
the cause has demanded moncy he has given clear evidences 
of large benevolence. 

In the very heart of the territory in Eastern Texas, from 
which the Cherckee Indians were driven out. in 1559, by 
the ‘Texan troops, under Douglass. Durleson, and Rusk, the 
voices of Elders W. If. Ray, J. Rasbury, and others, for 


some time previous to 1851, had been declaring the way of 
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salvation to the people in Smith and Rusk Counties. In 
December, 1851, messengers from three churches — Hurris 
Creek and Mount Zion, Smith County, and Sharon church, 
Rusk Coanty— met with the Mount Zion church and organ- 
ized the Cherokee Baptist Association. Elder Rasbury was 
elected moderator, and Elder Ray clerk, and they were the 
only ministers present at the organization. 

When cither of these churches was organized I cannot 
state definitely. At the first session, Elder William I. Ray 
Wes appointed as missionary, and at the second session 
reported five months’ work performed. His salary was 
fixed at four hundred dollars per annum, and his report 
shows that fifty dollars of the amount due were paid by the 
Baptist State Convention. At this session, held with Har- 
ris Creek church in September, 1852, resolutions were 
adopted favoring “the establishment of a Female [ich 
School at Tyler, Smith County.” Earnest efforts were put 
forth by these brethren in the educational and mission 
causes, but, owing to the scarcity of minutes at commian is 
I can give no satisfactory statements as to their progress, 
except that at the fifth session, held with Carmel church, 
Smith County, in 1855, with Elder J. S. Bledsoe mocera- 
tor, the number of churches was fourteen, with seven lun- 
dred and three members. The territory at that time em- 
braced the counties of Rusk, Smith, Wood and Van Zant. 

In the month of December, 1851, Elder Thomas Chil.on- 
came from Alabama to Texas, and settled as pastor of the 
church in Tfouston. TIT first met him in the Union Assoc 3 
tion, held with the Montgomery church, in October, lsv-- 
Hie was aman of acknowledged ability, much decision of 
character, and as a pulpit orator ranked among the first 4 
the denomination. Iis personal appearauce was commaud- 
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ing, and his manner bold and fearless. With a clear head 
and an earnest delivery, he pressed his conclusions with 
great power. 

His name appears as pastor at Houston for two years. 
On the sixteenth day of August, 1854, while serving as 
pastor of the church at Montgomery, he died in the midst 
of his flock, who loved him much. Ilis sojourn among us 
in Texas was short, but his name and deeds of love live on, 
and will, in the memory of many Texas Baptists. 

Perhaps never in the history of the country was the hus- 
bandman better rewarded for his labor than in 1802. 
There have been years before and since when God seemed 
to speak to his people in Texas as he did to the ancient 
Israelites: ‘“*Thy heaven that is over thy head shall be 
brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron.” 
During that year the rains from heaven watered the carth 
bountifully, and the land brought forth an abundant har- 
vest, that greatly encouraged the people, and swelled the 
tide of immigraticn that steadily poured into the State 
from every quarter. . 

The brethren were able to provide more liberal means 
for the cause of missions and for the promotion of our 
educational enterprises. God blessed the churches in 
many localities with refreshings from his presence, and 
our minutes show ingatherings both by baptism and by 

letter. 

Fhe Bethlehem Baptist Association was organized at 
Woodville, Tyler County, on the twenty-fifth day of Sep- 
tember, 1852. Messengers from five churches, Sardis, 
Indian Creek, Zion, Providence and Bethel, were present. 
Three ordained and two licentiate ministers were present, 
and the total membership represented was eighty-cight. 
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Elder E. Vining preached the introductory sermon and 
was elected moderator. 

He was by birth a Georgian, and was ordained as a 
minister in 1846, at the age of thirty years. In 1847 he 
removed to Florida, and in 1850 came to Texas, and sct- 
tled in Jasper County. With Elder Vining I had no 
personal acquaintance, but from a circular letter, read 
before the first session of the association, clear evidences 
are given that he was a man of ability, and hesitated not 
to avow his principles boldly. His position among the 
churches and in the association shows that he had the 
confidence and appreciation of his brethren among whom 
he labored. In 1855 he was pastor of four churches in 
this body, and was moderator of the association at every 
session from the organization till his death. le died 
March 5, 1856, at his residence in Polk County. The 
light which he borrowed from the Redeemer shined in 
Texas fer six years, and then the Master called him 
home. 

At the second session, in 1853, held with Providence 
church, Jefferson County, six queries were presented for 
discussion, and according to the word of God were cor- 
rectly answered. While these questions were of a gencral 
character, and answers correctly given, I must be per- 
mitted here to record my conviction that a vast amount 
more of trouble than good has grown out of the discussion 
of and answers to queries brought before our associations. 
Especially is this true when queries of a general charac- 
ter are presented, involving cases of a local character. 
In my early ministry qeestions of this kind were tre- 
quently forced ubon us in our general meetings. 


One incident will serve to illustrate this evil. In 1852, 
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in the Obion Association, in the State of Tennessee, where 
there was much opposition among Baptists to masonry, a 
query was presented on this subject that came very near 
rending the body asunder. The moderator of the associa- 
tion, I, and others, were members of that ancient order, 
and at peace in our churches on this question. Our cases 
brought the query up. This association, after an ani- 
mated discussion, threw the query out, and wisely refused 
to give any answer at all. The better plan, when ex- 
ceedingly difficult questions involve the harmonious action 
of a church, is, to call a council from sister churches, and 
allow the case to be decided by disinterested brethren in the 
locality where the difficulty occurs. Queries sometimes 
may and ought to be sent to associations; but the parties 
who send them and the bodies who entertain them 
should be exceedingly careful, or the result in many 
instances will be evil instead of good. The main object 
in an association should be to effect by combinations in 
the work of evangelization what cannot be effected by 
single churches; and while such organizations should 
labor to promote unity in the faith of the gospel, ques- 
tions that ‘gender strifes,” rather than the ‘ peaceable 
fruits of righteousness,” should always be avoided. The 
reader will bear in mind that there is no intention upon 
the part of the writer to cast stones either at the brethren 
who introduced or those who entertained the queries 
alluded to. They were all of a general character, and 
the answers were correctly and properly given. 

At this same session an executive committee was ap- 
pointed to labor in the eanse of domestic missions 
during the recess of the body. At the third session, 1 
1854, held with the Sardis church, Newton County, the 
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missionary, Elder E. S. Phelps, made the following 
report: ‘“* I have been employed by the Executive Board, 
as domestic missionary, one hundred and thirty-nine days ; 
travelled two thousand four hundred and eighty-two miles ; 
preached ninety-two sermons; delivered nine exhortations ; 
visited eighty-four families ; baptized seven, and assisted in 
the constitution of two churches.” 

The name of Elder Reuben E. Brown appears as thie 
missionary of this body in 1856. Ile was employed as 
missionary in May, and on the first of November re- 
ported, as the result of six months’ work, one hundred and 
eighty-eight baptisms, and one hundred and eighty-six 
sermons preached. During this time he aided in the 
constitution of three churches, the ordination of one min- 
ister and seven deacons. Ife had been in Texas only a 
short time previous to this appointment. 

Eider Brown was by nature an cxtraordinary man, and 
ail who have ever associated with him are bound to admit it. 
I inct him frequently during his sojourn in Texas. Tle was 
from Alabama, and his first report, just recorded, shows 
that he was a revivalist. Ie labored for a number of years 
as 2 Methodist preacher previous to his union with the 
Baptists. Although a man of limited education, he was 
wonderfully gfted with ability to move the masses to an 
earnest consideration of things eternal. In person he was 
very tall, and, like Saul, “from his shoulders and upwards 
he was higher than any of the people.” lis voice was clear 
as a trumpet, and of great strength and endurance. In 
sacred song he had but few if any equals, and frequently 
melted large congregations to tears under the strains of 
ift of exhorta- 


music from his stnele voice. Tis was the 
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he died at his post as a preacher in the city of Galveston, 
during the late war, in hope of a blesscd immortality. 

The brethren of this association prosecuted their work 
with earnestness and zeal. Warmony and activity marked 
their operations, and at the sixth session, held with the 
Beach Creek church, Tyler County, in 1857, messengers 
came up from twenty-two churches, with a total member- 
ship of six hundred and forty-two. Their territory at this 
time embraced seven counties, Jasper, Newton, Orange, 
Tyler, Polk, San Augustine and Jefferson. At this session 
the name of Elder W. B. Prewett appears as pastor of the 
chureh at Moscow, Polk County. 

He was by birth an Alabamian, and moved to Texas in 
1850, at the age of twenty-three, and settled in Trinity 
County. We was baptized by Elder J. V. Wright into the 
fellowship of the Bethel church, Polk County, and subse- 
quently ordained to the work of the ministry. With this 
young brother I met but once, in one of the sessions of the 
Baptist State Convention, but the impressions made upon 
my mind by this interview haye not been erased. Iis 
piety was deep and ardent, and his mind was intent upon 
the investigation of the word of God. He gave the 
clearest evidences of deep humility, combined with fixed- 
ness of purpose and consecration to his work as a preacher. 

On the twenty-second day of March, 1859, at the age of 
thirty-two, God called him to rest from his labors. 

While we rejoice at the prosperity that attended the 
labors of both ministers and churches in the bounds of 
dethlehem Association, it is a painful duty thus to record 
the death of three of her most useful preachers, whose 
lives were connected with her early history. 
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CHAP Ti XX Viabids 
THE EASTERN CONVENTION. — 1853. 
ANNIN and Grayson Counties join the Indian 


- Territory, and are near the centre of our northern 
border, and a little east of the head waters of the 





Trinity River. The banner of the cross was 
borne through that region by Elders [larris, Walker, and 
others ; men and women were converted and baptized, 2nd 
these, with others who had been baptized in the older States, 
rallied beneath the flag on which was written ‘One Lord, 
one faith, and one baptism,” and were organized in Baptist 
churches. 

On the twenty-fifth of June, 1853, representatives fron 
three churches, Pleasant Hill, Salem, and New IJope, tect 
in convention at Bonham, Fannin County, with Elder John 
O. Walker moderator. These messengers then and there 
declared their belief that it was expedient to form an asso- 
ciation. In October following, messengers from four 
churches, with a membership of one hundred and forty-five, 
met with the Pleasant Hill church, Grayson County, 2ui 
organized the Sister Grove United Missionary Baptixt 
Association. A Missionary Board, consisting of only three 
brethren, S. D. Rainey, Gideon Smith, and Z. Ray, ¥°> 
appointed at this meeting, and at the second session, hes! 
in September, 1854, with the church at Bonham, Elder Bb. 
324 
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Watson moderator, said committee made the following 
report : — : 

‘*The Executive Board of Sister Grove Association beg 
leave to report, that they employed our beloved brother, J. 
Briscoe, at the rate of fifty dollars per‘month. Commenc- 
ing his labors on the first of June last, he reports that, with 
the assistance of other brethren in the ministry, the good 
Lord has abundantly blessed the feeble efforts of the hum- 
ble instrument thus employed. He has travelled six hun- 
dred and thirty miles, preached fifty sermons, delivered 
thirty exhortations, witnessed one hundred and twenty 
conversions, and baptized eighty-five persons.” In October, 
1855, the association met with Ephesus church, Choctaw 
Nation, Elder T. J. Uarris moderator. Eight churches 
petitioned for membership and were received at this session. 

The report of the board shows that Elders Briscoe and 
McCombs were the missionaries. Three active men on an 
executive committee are far more effective in carrying for- 
ward either mission or educational enterprises than a com- 
mittee of a larger number ordinarily. Here is a clear 
case: Three brethren received a commission from the asso- 
Clation, in 1853, to look after the mission work, and they 
did it well. Encouraged by their success, and with a view 
of enlisting the churches more earnestly in the good cause, 
the body passed a resolution, in 1855, appointing an execu- 
tive board of fifteen, one from every church, instead of 
three. As is usually the case, it was difficult to get a quo-° 
rum, and the mary trusted to a few, who did not feel 
disposed to assume responsibilities for the many. Under 
this system the work was greatly embarrassed. At the 
uext session, in ldo, held with Coneord church, unt 


County, the number of the board was reduced to three, and 
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the mission cause moved forward again. In view of the 
many failures that have befullen us in consequence of the-c 
large committees, surely it is time the number was reducel 
to three, or five at most, and if we can’t find a few breth- 
ren that can conveniently meet together, to whom we cin 
confide any interest we have, the sooner we give up tic 
enterprise the better. The appointment of a few means 
work, while the appointment of many means honorary 
membership, which class of members the Baptists of Texas 
can well do without. 

This association, in 1854, recorded the sad intelligence 
that Elder John O. Walker was dead. The following is an 
extract from the minutes; ‘* The Lord in his providence 
has taken from our midst, by death, one of our most faith- 
ful andeefficient ministers of the gospel, brother John O. 
Walker, who was truly an humbie and pious follower of 
Jesus Christ, and who hed, according to his acquaintance. 
as many friends and as few enemies as perhaps ever fulls to 
the lot of man on earth. Tis religious life was character- 
ized by charity to the poor, sympathy to the afflicted, kin- 
ness and hospitality to all classes of society. He was the 
friend and advocate of all benevolent institutions, and was 
ever ready to labor in the advancement of his Master» 
cause, in any and every way that it was possible for mort:! 
man to toil.” The first moderator of this band of nol)c 
workers passed to his reward, but his influence was felt by 
others, whom God raised up to carry the work forward. 

In 1868, when the number of churches was twenty-live, 
with about twelve hundred members, a2 committee of live 
Was appointed ** to select a suitable location for the esti? 
lishment of a Denominational School.” In 1860, the cor- 
mittee reported the Ladonia Male and Female Institute, 
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located at Ladonia, in Fannin County. Gideon Smith, the 
moderator that year, was appointed president of the board 
of trustees. The following year the school was reported in 
a prosperous condition, under the charge of Elder J. C. 
Averitt and Indy. It subsequently passed into the hands 
of Elder W. B. Featherston as president, who holds the 
position still. 

As an educator Elder Featherston ranks arong the 
frst in the country. By his indomitable perseverance, anil 
the co-operation of his brethren, this school has been made 
a great blessing to the people of northern Texas. Baylor 
University has the honor of lending aid to Elder D. B. 
Morrill as one of its first beneficiaries. His voice wus 
heard in the defence of the truth, north, east, south and 
west, and some of the last labors of his life were given to 
the people at Ladonia. Elder Featherston was his bosom 
friend and earnest co-worker in defence of the truth, and 
when this good man and self-sacrificing preacher passe:t 
away, leaving a widow and a large family of children, with- 
out earthly riches, he engaged to see that these children 
were educated. While the friends of Baylor University re- 
joice in being permitted to have part in the education of 
the father, Ladonia and the noble-hearted president, with the 
brethren who sympathize with him and aid in the work, have 
still greater reason to rejoice while engaged in that which 
is even more acceptable to God. He who lends the aid of 
but a single farthing in the education of the children of 
such aman, with the fear of God before his eyes, cannot 
fail to reap his reward. 

Among the names of ministers in this body is that of 
Elder S$. J. Wright. When but a boy, and as early as 1839, 
I knew him on the Colorado River. His father and two 
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older brothers were preachers, and when God gave him a 
new heart, his mind was fired with a desire to publiciy 
point out the way that leads to God. Not satisfied with 
his mental attainments, he entered Baylor University after 
he was the head of a family, and there cultivated his min 
with the same earnest efforts that subsequently marked Lis 
ministry. He afterwards moved to northern Texas,and served 
as pastor in Fannin and Grayson Counties until his death, 
which oecurred on the fourteenth of October, 1868. Le 
held a high position in the estimation of his brethren, and 
did much to lay broad and deep the foundation of that suc- 
cess that has attended the cause of Christ in that section. 
At the ninth annual session, in 1861, the three churches 
that were represented at the organization were increase to 
thirty-two, with a membership of fourteen hundred and 
forty-threé. The territory at that time embraced the 
counties of Fannin, Grayson, Collin, Denton and unt. 
As has been seen, the Baptists cast of the Trinity River 
increased rapidly both by immigration and by baptism, aud 
according to the judgment of the leading spirits in that 
section the territory was too large for one general organi- 
zation. In accordance with this view, a convention met at 
Larissa, Cherokee County, in November, 1853, and formed 
The Texas Baptist General Association. The introduc- 
tory sermon was preached by Elder M. Lepard. He had 
then but recently entered the State. As a preacher he was 
earnest, and a bold defender of the principles of that sect 
everywhere spoken against. The churches in Rusk Coun'y 
felt the power of his ministry only a short time, until 4 
cancer claimed him as its victim. While absent from 


fainily, in Tennessee, secking medical aid, he passed to Lie 
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upper sanctuary, in January, 1859, and rests from toil and 
suffering. 

The first president was Elder I. H. Lane, from Cherokee 
County, who after a long and successful ministry fell asleep 
in the arms of the Master he loved so much, in April, 1858. 
The constitution under which this body was formed was very 
much the same as that adopted by the Baptist State Con- 
vention. The second article reads as follows: ‘* The ob- 
jects of this body shall be missionary and educational, the 
promotion of harmony in the denomination, and the organ- 
ization of some general system for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom.” 

On the twenty-fourth of May, 1855, this organization 
was dissolved at Tyler, Smith County, and the Baptist 
Convention of Eastern Texas organized upon tlie spot, with 
Elder Wm. II. Stokes, president, and Wm. Davenport 
secretary. At this meeting the difliculty between Elder G. 
G. Baggerly and brethren in the west was settled. Differ- 
ences of opinion had existed as to the proper appropria- 
tion of denominational funds, and charges of unfaithfulness 
were rashly made by Elder Baggerly against the Board of 
the convention in the west. After a rigid examination on 
the part of a judicious committee, receiving testimony from 
brethren east and west, the apparent discrepancies were all 
accounted for; and when their report was made to the con- 
vention, 2 resolution was passed declaring the differences 
* amicably adjusted.” As an evidence of their determina- 
tion to heartily co-operate with the convention in the west, 
the ** Texas Baptist” was adopted as their denominational 
organ, and Elder Win. Il. Stokes was elected correspon: 
ing editor. 

Right earnestly did these brethren now address thein- 
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selves to their work. Their missionaries penetrated many 
destitute fields, and rendered efficient aid in establishing 
the struggling churches. The voices of Elders Tucker, 
Witt, Clemons and Morrill —all able, earnest men of God 
— were heard throughout the territory of the east, as general 
agents of this body, pleading the cause of missions among 
the churches. 

In 1859, when the convention was held with the church 
at Bonham, Fannin County, with Elder A. E. Clemons 
president, a committee of fifteen was appointed to “ take 
into consideration the propriety of building up a denom- 
inational school of such a character as will meet the wants 
of the denomination in eastern Texas.” In 1860, when 
the convention was in session at Tyler, Smith County, wit! 
Elder J. S. Bledsoe president, the East Texas Baptist 
Male Coliege was located at Tyler, and placed by the 
board of trustees in charge of Elders W. B. Featherston 
and J. R. Clark. Before this institution of learning w:s 
thoroughly organized, and before its friends had time t» 
rally in their strength around it, the war between the States 
was upon us, and ere the struggle was ended the schoul 
ceased to exist. 

Prominent among the names of ministers in this body 
appears the name of Elder John II. Rowland. With a 
piercing blue eye, angular features, and well-developed head, 
he gives evidence of a man of mark. Although he did 
not enjoy the advantages of early education, the superiority 
of his natural powers of intellect, brought to bear upon the 
word of God from the pulpit, eauses his audience to forget 
the defects in his early mental culture. Possessed of a fut 
and commanding voice, with clear and vi 


orous thought, lie 
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presses truth upon the minds of the people with great power. 


oy a SR) 


a 


et a 


Rr Waites of MOLY 


MOOR ARIE 


Jantaasg eohtt 


) 


10! 



































ee ter eatin dis I 5 °)) 
2 ai hin deotitile hooks ot han hl | 
- gach erottt Ww eteioy ut soir “pods a0" 
’ in. o 
So gout deo peda Tit lirrolt [bas anomald Ww ee 
| pian Janoacdt to" soviriad of mater biaod “aw — by ie 
} rae erolasiot to deme eds t aihaold yhed ei to Ee r 
gallo nila elt : 
bi "ap eisih tax uth etieneten aa’ mi tw. CeBIT al oat if 
Lea ft bP EEL ae rrod. GOT, HS ~+*% iy an 
eonrs Ps. Vay! FI ultcwr  eh o) aidaal , nie edaok ia bet 4 
| ! A wiogqga enw o : soitiana1oo £ 30 shiesta ‘4 
wine Rk Gy ctl jt Wor Tt0 es | enlt collet hieted ‘otat 
hn eit tour pire en eae a a! ial locoloe Lan olla at 
i x Oda wt ° “eeneT aoteto ot entaonsh on) yb 
dither nwo dies frothy on 297 a pew noijaorTntod ot’ } 
- t bAgoT genet. edt dnobigsrq. oe ld 2 i. oe? 
ot. q ra if 4a hotrool eer oa to) olelf 
| | HW eps wqodo al eoptasit To i nnd a 
charm hs nities! ells stoloa dial) 2% here | ‘ 
jul ef ett oiled base ,hosiiegre qilg word © 
et] ywiod it, moot oerseie & jaeld ai i 
baba 8eF sia odt 919 hos eu ogy enw 
Pe ot. bens” 
od e102 ft oy fetwiar lo sone od} Barons snghoo 
Hy Iwotl Dt aney “gobi Yo orann ont rusqde’ 
Laqgolovs lle J yea ‘iywpae 9°29 ould palowig, 
il dhol LA aon cor 2 40 eonabive ‘eorig oi 
! THON TATE J) ,crobsaene ino LO Bop awl n ond “ol! 19 dof 
“vi Wind OF Va ge | tom Hil 1 et vwO nf Letts son besa 
iy @ eheheve opie abe b ates siokea oi} i} mot now’ Yo by 
ni hw Lott. area: badatonn ca va ap soe 
Hicnots enonopty bei al aor i ut yf ne 
| + _  aowod Seong diealqooq oil! Lo 








SLA 


A aR A 


<a) Ste apr. ass ok 


~ EEE 


MS Leva + ox: 


5 SNe MAIS POR eS 


THE EASTERN CONVENTION. bol 


He came from Mississippi to Texas in the spring of 1853, 
and, passing in a boat up the Trinity River, landed on the 
soil of Anderson County. In a strange land and out of 
money, he had a fine opportunity to manifest that indepen- 
dence of thought and action that has been characteristic of 
the man inall his subsequent history in Texas. Ile entered 
a store in the town of Palestine, and spent a few weeks in 
keeping books. Ashe came to Texas to preach, and not to 
keep books, the position was by no means a pleasant one; 


and receiving a pressing invitation from brother John Smith 


to pay him a visit five miles in the country, with a prospect 
of finding employment as a preacher, he left the store and 
the town to preach among the destitute. IIe left the town 
as he entered it, afoot, and walked to the house of brother 
Smith. Tere he was furnished with a horse, and from this 
brother received a pledge, that, if he would devote his time 
and energies on that destitute field, he should not only be 
provided with a horse, but should in addition to this have 
food and raiment. 

The surrounding country was then one vast field of desti- 
tution. No sooner did this missionary enter that field than 
evidences were given of the divine approval of the man and 
hiswork. One revival after another, at different points in 
the county, followed in quick succession. Before the year 
closed more churches were organized than he could supply. 
Among the first work he did was the baptism of two of 
brother Smith’s children, and as he returned with the son of 
sixteen summers from the water, he said to the father, * I 
feel that I have baptized a preacher.” That son was Elder 
M. V. Smith, whese name is familiar to the Baptists of 
Texas. With the exception of a short interval, during 
Which time he served as pastor in Freestone and Limestone 
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Counties, his ministry has been confined to the east, among 
the churches of Anderson, Smith, and Rusk Counties. 

It was my privilege to meet [elder Rowland for the first 
time at the Trinity River Association, in 1856, held wit! 
the Springfield church, of which he was at that time the 
pastor. With him I afterwards spent a week among his 
people During these interviews, impressions were made 
upon my mind and attachments formed for the man that 
are among the most pleasant reminiscences of my life. 
He is of that class of men, outspoken and impulsive, who 
when right are ‘‘mighty right,’ and when wrong are 
** mighty wrong.” 

In him the Baptist cause has ever found a bold and 
earnest defender. Almost twenty years with him have 
passed in ‘Texas, during which his influence has been felt 
over an extensive field. Ile is now the pastor of the 
chureh at Tyler, Smith County. 

The Daptist Convention of Eastern Texas, at its 
session in 1863, inaugurated the ‘* army mission” in the 
trans-Mississippi department. The churches, instead of 
banding themselves together, and selecting and sending to 
the field their most prudent and pious preachers, — men 
adapted to the work,— trusted to government officials to 
supply the army with chaplains. These officials were 
mostly men of the world, and without the fear of God 
beiore their eyes. The selection of chaplains in a large 
number of instances was a matter of mere personal favor- 
itism, ‘Two years of war passed, and most of the preachers 
who filled this position in the early part of the war 
had returned to their homes discouraged. The brethren 
in the east now had their attention directed to the fact 
that the commission to preach the gospel was not com- 
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mitted either to human governments or human organiza- 
tions, but to the church of God. A man was found 
whose judgment and heart were in perfect sympathy with 
this scriptural policy, and who was willing to consecrate 
himself to mission work on the tented field. Believing 
that the church and State were organized for separate and 
widely different purposes, his conscience stumbled at the 
union of church and State. even touching the chaplaincy. 
He was willing to serve the churches as a missionary, but 
was unwilling to be trammelled by the secular power in 
the exercise of his ministry. That man was Elder M. V. 
Smith. It was my privilege to hear him on this subject 
before the Baptist State Convention, at Iluntsville., during 
the war, by request; and it was one of the happiest efforts 
of his life. The Seviptures and personal experience and 
observation were brought so forcibly to bear upon this 
great question, that the Baptist heart could but respond a 
hearty amen to the utterances of the speaker. 

At the session of the Eastern Convention alluded to he 
Was appointed as missionary to the Texas armies, then in 
Arkansas and Louisiana. Being present, the appoint- 
ment was accepted, provided his resignation as an officer 
in the Confederate army was accepted. 

Elder Smith was by birth a South Carolinian, and was 
brought by his parents from Mississippi to Texas in 1890, 
at the age of thirteen years. Anderson Connty was the 
home: of this family for about nine years. Although the 
subject of deep religious impressions from early childhoo.d, 
he did not realize a change of heart until sixteen years 
old, under the ministry of Elder J. M1. Rowland, by whom 
he was baptized in July, 1852. The impressivn tixed upon 
the mind of the administrator of the holy ordinance, that 
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the boy would become a preacher, was in perfect keeping 
with impressions soon made upon the heart of the youth by 
the Spirit of God. The handwriting of God was so plainly 
written and sealed by his Spirit, that the people soon rec- 
ognized the fact that he was ‘¢a chosen vessel” to bear 
the name of God before his neighbors. That spirit of 
love divine that brought the Redeemer to the carth for 
the accomplishment of his glorious work on behalf of a 
world already condemned, in consequence of unbelicf, had 
so thoroughly quickened the dead faculties of the soul as 
to bring forth fruit unto boliness, and as he kad ‘* freely re- 
ceived,” he was at once impressed with his duty to 
appropriate his talents — all — to the service of God. 

lis father had wisely taken the delicate child from his 
studies at the age of cleven years, and steadily kept him 
at labor on the farm for five consecutive years. Taving 
determined to consecrate his life to the Christian ministry, 
he entered school in September, after his baptism in July. 
IIis mind thirsted after knowledge, and with him there was 
no time to lose. Great was the work, and the responsi- 
bilities high as heaven, deep as hell, and boundless as 
eternity. Although he was physically weak, God blessed 
him with a vigorous mind, capable of grasping knowledge 
rapidly, and possessed of great powers of concentration. 
Iie commenced exercising his gift, in a modest way, im- 
mediately. In 1855, at the age of eighteen, he was 
licensed to preach by the church at Palestine, while still 
pursuing lis studies. In consequence of the great scarcity 
of ministers in that section, the brethren soon suzgeste:! 
the importance of his ordination. IJlis extreme cifiience 
aud the Consciousness of responsibility caused him to bey 
for time. Liding himself behind the injunction of Paul, 
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* Lay hands suddenly on no man,” and often repeating to 
himself, ‘* Who is sufficient for these things?” he induced 
the brethren to defer his ordination, until a request came 
from a church in an adjoining county,.when he submitted 
to the hands of the presbytery, in 1858. composed of 
Elders G. W. Baines, D. B. Morrill, J. R. Malone and 
N. Crain. 

Ile was immediately called to the care of the church at 
Palestine, and others in that vicinity, and with all the 
means at command continued in school until 1859, when he 
removed to Rusk County, and took charge of churches in 
Smith and Rusk Counties. He now lived in the family of 
his former pastor, J. Hl. Rowland, at whose bands he had 
received the ordinance of baptism, and the two felt much 
towards each other as did Paul and Timothy, the father and 
son in the gospel. An amicable arrangement was made, by 
which Elder Rowland was taught in the languages, and the 
young preacher received the benefit, in return, of [lder 
Rowland’s knowledye of theology and pastoral work. 

In sympathy with the tide of southern patriotism that 
swept over the country, Elder Smith entered the army, and 
accepted a captain’s commission. It was an evil day with 
him when he left the pastorate and assumed the duties of a 
soldier under Crsar; but, like many other preachers, le 
drifted with the mighty current, and for nearly two years 
served as a soldier, with honor both to himself and the 
country. A merciful God overruled it for good. I fre- 
quently heard from this young brother through the passing 
soldiers, and, although [had never seen him, had learned to 
love the captain, who, after long marches at the head of his 
infantry company, preached at night, and on all occasions 
when his duties as an officer would permit. 
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At length, while the writer was pastor of the church at 
Bedais, Grimes County, in 1863, I was introduced to Cap- 
tain Smith, at the time and place appointed for Saturday con- 
ference. I insisted that he must preach ; but he remonstrated 
earnestly, saying that he had just ridden five hundred miles 
on horseback, — had been detained on the way by sickness, 
—had stopped twice to preach, —and had heard nobody 
preach but himself in over a year. Those who knew him 
will remember how earnestly he can beg; but in this case 
no excuse was taken. 

I may remark that I sympathized with the young man in 
the midst of his embarrassment. I was aware of the fuct 
that the silken cord of love bound his heart and the heart 
of a pious young lady, a member of my flock, very tenderly 
together, and that upon this mutual affection the pledve 
had been made. AIL unknown to him, while in the camp tn 
Arkansas, Miss Cornelia Camp, the daughter of John an 
Eliza Camp, had permitted me in confidence to read some 
extracts from his letters. The family were present, and 
neither they nor any member of the congregation had ever 
heard him preach. Notwithstanding all this, we pressed 
him into the pulpit. 

‘he church at the time was in trouble, of which he was 
entirely ignorant. Reading the cighteenth chapter of Mat- 
thew, and some other passages of Scripture bearing upon the 
same subject, the theme selected was church dise/pline. In 
his treatment of this subject he showed an acquaintance 
with the Seriptures that would have honored riper yesrs. 
Some of the more intelligent members charged the writer 
with posting the preacher, owing to the direct, bold 


i> 


independent bearing on the cases under the discipline of ts 
church at the time. On this occasion the seeret of his sue- 
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cess as a preacher was plainly manifest. He was earnest, 
plain and practical. Ilis sermon on Sunday, touching the 
cross of Christ, was characteristic of those burning, pathetic 
appeals that have melted into tenderness so many hearts in 
the army and out of it. 

In a few days it was my privilege to pronounce the mar- 
riage ceremony between him and Miss Camp. After ashort 
stay with the loved ones, he left for his post in the army, 
and on his return attended the Eastern Convention, of 
which he was a member, and which met at Tyler. By this 
body he received the appointment before alluded to. Ilis 
resignation was cheerfully accepted, and all his energies 
were devoted to the mission. No sooner did the churches 
undertake this work than the divine approbation, without a 
doubt, rested upon the enterprise. Soldiers by hundreds 
were converted and baptized. Elder McCraw, who 
had long served as a private soldier in General Walker’s 





division, was assigned to duty as a chaplain, and by his 
earnest ministry influenced a number of his associates to 
accept the purchase made by the Captain of our salvation. 
IIe was at this time only a licentiate preacher; but, in con- 
sequence of the success that attended his preaching, the 
ehurch at Ebenezer, Walker County, of which he was a 
member, gave authority for his ordination in the army, and 
requested the ordained ministers on the field to form a pres- 
byvery and set him apart by the imposition of hands, in the 
name of Christ, to the holy oflice of a Christian bishop, 
according to the teachings of the New Testament. The 
presbytery consisted of Elders M. V. Smith, A. L. IIav, 
and W.A. Mason. Upto this time he was compelled to 
call upon others to administer the ordinance of baptism to 
the numbers that repented under his ministry. <Atter this 
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he baptized a large number himself, and continued in tha 
faithful performance of his duties till the close of the war. 

The missionary of the Eastern Convention soon baptized 
and organized into a regular Baptist church over a hundred 
soldiers, and still the work went forward. Elder J. F. 
Johnson was afterwards sent from the east, and Elders F. 
M. Law, J. V. Wright, and W. A. Mason, from the west. 
Eternity alone can reveal the amount of good accomplished 
by this noble band of Texas preachers. 

The delicate constitution of the first missionary was at 
times prostrated by the exposure of preaching and immedi- 
ately afterwards falling asleep with heated lungs upon the 
open field. As his strength returned he was at his post 
again, till the very last; and a large number of men bore 
certificates of baptism at his hands to various churches 
throughont the State, and some of them are now preaching 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 

Old soldiers say that the army is the place to try men’s 
souls, — and so it is. Some men who stood high in the 
estimation of their brethren, and who bore the office of the 
Christian ministry, sank beneath the waves of trial; but this 
man came out of the army without a stain upon his ministe- 
rial character, having passed, under the providence of a mer- 
ciful God, through it all. As muchas he loved his brethren 
in the east, and as much as he desired to return to his old 
ficld after this mission was ended, Providence ordered 
otherwise, and in 1865 he settled at Navasota as pastor of 
that and two other churches in Grimes County. During 
the two years that he occupied that field he was compelled, 
in order to support his family, to gain a part of his livin: 
from other pursuits. Ie labored one year in the schoo. 
room, but was driven from this by his declining health. 
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The same necessity still existed, in consequence of the 
meagre support given him in the ministry; and fora year, 
still serving the same congregation, he labored as a carpen- 
ter in the town of Navasota. ; 

In 1867 he was called to Washington County, and served 
the churches at Brenham and Chappell Hill one year. In 
1868 the church at Brenham asked for his whole time, and, 
in keeping with his desire to be the pastor of one church, 
he accepted. God has wonderfully blessed him in this pas- 
torate. Many have been added to the church under his 
ministry, and it is one of the most efficient bodies in the 
whole country, ready to every good work. 

This church was organized by Elders R. E. B. Baylor and 
H. Garrett, in December, 1846, with nine members, about 
four miles north of Brenham, and was then called New 
Year’s Creek church. Elder David Fisher was its first 
pastor. More than five years have passed since the present 
pastor assumed this charge, and every month of this time 
has seemed to bind pastor and people more closely together. 

In addition to the arduous work of a pastor in the midst 
ofa large congregation, he is the corresponding secretary 
of the Union Association, and corresponds extensively with 
about thirty-five churches, and their agents appointed to 
collect for the mission fund. AsI have seen large pack- 
ages of letters being sent to the churches repeatedly, I have 
been forcibly reminded of the empty reports of a number 
of corresponding secretaries, and am forced to the conclu- 
sion that the brother who accepts this office ouglit either to 
stir the churches up to the performance of their duty in the 
mission cause, or resign. 

Eider Smith is now in his thirty-fifth year, having passed 


through sixteen years of an eventful ministry. In persou 
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he is about five feet ten inches high, erect and well formed. 
His head is well balanced, with reverence, veneration and 
firmness full, — hair black, -—a laughing, penetrating cye. 
In him the social element largely predominates. IIis voice 
in the pulpit is clear and distinct, but not strong. His head 
has ever been full of waters and his eyes a fountain of tears 
when he touches the plan of salvation and the sinner’s hope- 
less state out of Christ. 

Much of his usefulness for the past nine years is due to 
his wife, who, according to the word of God, fills her position 
well. She is vigorous, watchful and pious. But little does 
she allow domestic cares to trouble him, whose thoughts she 
wouid have wholly given to the work of the ministry. The 
time she closely watches, and often reminds him of the 
importance of meeting engagements promptly Although 
full of spirit and capable of the deepest feeling, she bridles 
well her tongue, — and God have mercy upon the poor Bap- 
tist preacher whose wife yields to tongue and temper in the 
midst of his flock. 

At Larissa, Cherokee County, the Judson Association 
was formed in November, 1853, with seventeen churches, 
containing about eight hundred members. Elder I. I. Lane 
was the first moderator, and James E. Teague the first 
clerk. ‘This is the largest number of churches that we have 
yet noticed represented in the organization of any associ- 
ation. <As evidence of their ageression, at the fifth session, 
in 1857, held at Crockett, Houston County, there were 
thirty-six churches, with about fourteen hundred members, 
scattered over the territory embraced by Anderson, Hous- 
ton, Cherokee, Rusk, Henderson, Nacogdoches and ‘Trinity 
Counties. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 
REVIVALS. — 1854 anv 1855. 


(= i1E year 1854 witnessed a large amount of labor 
upon the part both of the ministry and churches. 





No new associations were formed; but, while all 
were satisfied that the existing organizations met the demand, 
the work was prosecuted vigorously in every quarter. Far 
up the Trinity the old soldier, Elder N. T. Byars, with 
Elders J. C. Hunton, E. A. Daniel and others, was organ- 
izing churches and preparing the way for the West Fork 
Association. West of the Brazos, Elders J. S. Allen, W. 
B. Eaves, J. G. Thomas and others, were forming churches, 
soon to be banded together in the Little River Association. 
Two general organizations, that were very soon acting in 
perfect harmony, were sending their agents over the entire 
territory, developing rapidly that unity of faith and prac- 
tice that is till this day the joy of the few of ‘the old 
guard ” that still live. Two such organizations have up to 
this time met the demands of the denomination, notwith- 
standing the Texan territory is so large. The Eastern Con- 
vention ceased to exist, since the war, but the General 
Association has been organized in its stead, and embraces 
a number of churches in Northern Texas, in addition to 
those in the east. As nearas I can ascertain at this time, 
with the minutes of all the associations that were then in 


existence before me, the number of Baptists in Texas, in 
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1854, was about ten thousand. Surely God had wrought 
wonders on this field, in eighteen years, and our joy was 
inexpressible. 

During this year, the ‘* Hero of San Jacinto” appeared 
upon the field again; not to drive the Mexicans and Indians 
from the soil of his adopted State, but-to enroll his name 
among the believers in Christ and lend his influence in ex- 
tending the conquests of religion. In November, 1854, he 
presented himself as a candidate for baptism to the church 
at Independence, and after a few simple statements as to 
the change God had wrought in his heart, he was approved 
by the church as a proper subject for baptism. On the 
nineteenth day of the same month he was buried in bap- 
tism by Elder R. C. Burleson, the pastor of the church. It 
was his delight afterwards to attend our general mectings, 
whenever his official duties would permit, and give the 
benefit of his counsel to his brethren in the mission and 
educational enterprises of the denomination. ILis specch 
on one occasion before the Baptist State Convention on the 
Indian mission was one of the masterly efforts of his life, 
and did ample justice to Lis reputation as an orator. 

He remained a consistent member of the church until his 
death, in the town of Iluntsville, on the twenty-sixth of 
July, 1863. It was my privilege to visit him a few days 
previous to hisdeath. Calmly and deliberately he spoke of 
the passage he was about to take across the river, and ex- 
pressed the strongest confidence in Christ. Thus General 
Sam. Houston passed away, whose memory so many of us 
love to cherish. 

So soon as the clouds of winter passed away, and the 
warm sun of 1855 caused vegetation on Texas hill and 
prairie to manifest its life again, the ‘“ Sun of Rightcous- 
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ness” began to warm in an unusual manner the hearts of 
his people in this latitude. Evidences of a revival spirit 
were manifest in the early part of the season, and, as the 
summer came on and September drew near, showers 
of grace from the clouds of mercy that hung around the 
mercy-seat of the upper sanctuary fell copiously upon our 
Master’s vineyard, and a glorious harvest was the result. 
From all quarters glad tidings came that souls were born to 
God. The Lord specially showed his power and willingness 
to save wherever the gospel was preached on fields formerly 
destitute of the word of life. 

When the Trinity River Association met in September 
with the Little River church in Milam County, thirteen new 
churches petitioned for membership and were received. 
The revival spirit pervaded the whole body during the en- 
tire session, and for a week after the association adjourned 
the people of that community continued to wait on the 
Lord with abundant manifestations of his presence to save 
sinners. 

This was one of those dry seasons that in years past 
visited this country. Water was so scarce that it was 
necessary cither to disappoint the brethren expecting to at- 
tend the mecting 


=59 


Accordingly, the brethren camped at the Block Iouse 


or pitch our tents in another locality. 


Springs, seven miles from the church edifice, in primitive 
style. This was the beginning of a Baptist camp-meceting. 
Preaching began on Thursday night, and the first service 
was full of interest. Friday the association convened, and 
all throngh the day the plainest indications were given that 
the Lord was amony the people. The committee on preach- 
ing did not stop to go through the whole list of preachers 
present, and, lest they might hurt somebody’s feelings, 
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make arrangements to give every man a chance; nor did 
they take into consideration the fact that if some of the more 
prominent brethren were put forward at the beginning, or 
not invited to preach at times when the congregation would 
be Jarger than others, they might go away dissatisfied. The 
only question seemed to be, to find the man whose heart 
was full of the Spirit of God, and the most likely to effect, 
under God, the greatest amount of good. 

Elder R. C. Burleson was chosen as the man for Friday 
night. Selecting his text from the book of Numbers, he 
read with emphasis, ‘* And be sure your sin will find you 
out.” My opinion is that he has seldom in:life excelled 
that sermon. Sin was held up to the gazing audience, de- 
ceiving first its votaries, then causing its subjects to openly 
violate, step by step, both the laws of man and God. The 
judgments of God, that will certainly be measured out to 
evil-doers, thereby showing that “the way of the trans- 
gressor is hard,” were so forcibly presented, that sinners 
cried for mercy and fled to Christ for deliverance. 

The association adjourned on Tuesday, and on the fol- 
lowing day more than thirty persons had been buried in 
baptism. Every one who had given public demonstration 
of a decided interest professed conversion and was bap- 
tized. -Under these circumstances, the writer delivered 
a furewell address, supposing that it was the mind of the 
Spirit to close the meeting. Earnest solicitations were now 
sent to continue the services, and at night a large number 
of persons came in from a distance. After the sermon, 
about thirty-five of these new-comers presented themselves 
as penitents, inquiring the way of life. Services were con- 
tinued until the following Monday, and in all sixty-four per- 
sons were baptized. 
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On the twelfth of October, representatives from twelve 
churches, with three hundred members, met in convention 
with the church at Birdville, Tarrant County, and organized 
the West Fork Association, with Eider N. T. Byars moder- 
ator. Eight ordained ministers took part in the work. 
Two years later, when this body met with the Little Bethel 
church, Dallas County, in 1857, there were twenty-one 
churches, with six hundred and thirty-three members. 

Along Little River and its tributaries, in the Counties of 
Bell, Williamson, Milam, and Burleson, there-was a body 
of earnest, working Baptists. Among these Elder W. B. 
Eaves was justly entitled to the pre-eminence as a revivalist. 
He had previously been ordained by request of the old 
Providence church, Burleson County. Ile was from <Ala- 
bama, and, like many others, a real Jonah, tried to avoid a 
work that the Lord intended he should do. For a number 
of years, in the old State, his mind was exercised with ref- 
erence to the ministry. Ue was ordained deacon, but even 
refused to offer public prayer lest he might be induced to 
exercise further his gift. Finally he moved to Texas, hop- 
ing in a new country to relieve his mind of the burden. 

Shortly after his arrival, he spent a night at my house in 
search of land, his church letter still in his trunk. Before 
retiring I asked him to read a chapter and pray, having 
learned from his associates that he was a Baptist deacon. 
Having never done such a thing out of his own family, he 
begged to be excused. But it never was my habit to allow 
such men to kick out of the traces, and I pressed him into 
service. As he read and sang and prayed, his voice trem- 
bled; but behind the embarrassment I clearly saw that his 
soul was burdened under a sense of duty left undone, 


Before parting next morning, I sought a private interview, 
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and declared to him the impressions upon my mind. Ilis 
convictions were now intensified, and coming under the 
leadership of old Deacon Pruitt, he was soon in the midst 
of a revival that developed his gifts. 

Along both sides of the Brazos River, north of Washing- 
ton and Grimes Counties, as far up as Waco, the voice of 
this man was heard for many years, calling sinners to 
repentance. He served both as pastor and missionary, and 
but few men were more successful. Tor the past five years, 
in consequence of his shattered health and poverty, be has 
devoted much of his time to secular pursuits. During the 
past year, while out boring wells during the day, not far 
from the city of Bryan, ke preached at night, and baptized 
about sixty in one community. 

The Little River Association was organized in the town 
of Cameron, Milam County, on the ninth of November, 
1855. Eleven churches were represented, with a member- 
ship of five hundred and sixty-five.- Four ordained and six 
licentiate ministers were members of this body. Deep aud 
earnest piety pervaded this brotherhood, and in answer to 
prayer the Lord not only saved sinners, but manifested his 
Spirit in firing the hearts of the rising membership with 
great devotion and activity. God has given to these 
churches a large number cf young preachers. The minutes 
of no association show so many licentiate preachers in the 
beginning. Four out of six cf the licentiates of the first 
session had passed to ordination at the second meeting, and 
still the number of licentiates was six. Year after year 
these gifts continued to be bestowed upon the churches. 
This of itself speaks volumes to the praise of the churches 
of that section. 

Elder'J. G. Thomas was the moderator of the first and 
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second sessions. Elder J. S. Allen, who appears as a licen- 
tiate in 1855, was in 1856 an ordained preacher, and pas- 
tor of the Prospect church, Burleson County. Long and 
faithfully did he serve that church and others, and has ren- 
dered much valuable service as a missionary on that field. 

At the fifth session, in 1859, held with Elm Grove 
church, Williamson County, with Elder B. Carroll moder- 
ator, there were seventeen churches, with one thousand and 
thirty-seven members. In 1857 the name of Elder M. 
Cole appears among the active pastors in this body. He 
was a bold and earnest defender of the faith, a useful 
pastor, anda man of great personal piety. . Towards the 
close of his life he toiled in the midst of much physical 
suffering, and recently died in the triumphs of faith and 
love. Asso many of.our preachers have passed and are 
passing away, we need more such working and praying 
associations to ask the Lord of the harvest for more 
laborers. 

In November, 1806, while passing through the territory 
of this association, on my way from Independence, I was 
called upon to assist in the ordination of Elder T. M. 
Anderson. Ie was by birth a South Carolinian, and in 
1849 moved to Texas and settled in Washington County. 
His membership was in the Mount Gilead church, and by 
this body he was licensed to preach in 1850. The church 
at Rocky, Burleson County, appointed the second day of 
November, 1856, for his ordination, and the presbytery 
consisted of Elders David Fisher, R. Howard, J. G. 
Thomas, John Clabaugh, and Z. N. Morrell. 

On our arvival at the place some of the ministers were 
in favor of proceeding at once with the ordination. ‘The 
minds of others were not so clear as to the propriety of this 
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course, and insisted that the candidate should preach. 
We may catechise men, and find out very soon whether or 
not they are sound in the faith, but we must hear men 
preach before we can decide with certainty that they are 
‘apt to teach.” Ile readily consented, and preached 
a short, clear and scriptural sermon. We then proceeded 
to examine his qualifications for the sacred oflice, and in 
a consise manner he stated what he believed, and gave 
scriptural reasons. Ali being perfectly satisfied, our hands 
were laid upon him, while prayer went up to God that he 
might be a faithful minister of the New Testament. Ile 
bas been a good and true man, and still toils on in the 
sacred calling. 

One of the members of this presbytery, Elder R. How- 
ard, an earnest preacher at the time of the ordination 
alluded to, had been but a short time in Texas. Le 
was from Georgia, and being full of the mission spirit, he 
pressed his way to the frontier, and to the destitute cried, 
‘Behold the Lantb of God!” While a man of ability, as 2 
preacher, that which commends him most is the fact that 
he sought not ease, but sacrifice for Christ. 

A large German population had been steadily flowing 
into the country and settling principally in the western 
part of the State. Our hearts yearned for their salvation, 
and yet every avenue of approach appeared to be ob- 
structed. In the town of Independence, a rude German 
boy kept a cake and beer stand, selling sometimes that 
which fires the brain to conceive and execute wieked deeds. 
In order to pass away dull hours, and at the same time to 
find something to amuse his active mind, he visited the 
Baptist meeting in provress, with a view of making spor’, 
having been raised a Catholic. He was anxious to be- 
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come familiar with the English language, and thought that 
while amusing himself at the mecting he could be learning 
the language of the preacher. Ile could understand but 
little that the preacher said; but the speaker’s earnestness 
and the deep feeling manifested by the audience were so 
aifferent from anything he had ever seen or heard before, 
that strange and unaccountable impressions were made 
upon his mind. 

He continued his attendance at the sanctuary, thinking 
each time he went he would go no more. When the bell 
rang again, again he felt impelled to go, and soon found 
himself wishing he could believe and fecl as the members 
of that church did. Ie was then under the dealings of the 
Spirit of Ged, but comprehended it not. Finally God led 
him to repentance and faith in the world’s Redeemer, and 
Frank Kiefer was baptized. His avocation was given up, 


- and clear evidence appeared that he was a chosen vessel to 


bear the name of Jesus among his people. 

He was licensed to preach in 1856, and after having spent 
some time as a beneficiary in Baylor University, was or- 
dained to the ministry in 1858. Ile could now preach in 
both languages, and was appointed missionary by the Bap- 
tist State Convention. Slowly but steadily God enablod 
him to gain the attention of the Germans, and a church 
composed of this people was organized on Mill Creek, in 
Washington County, known as Ebenezer. According to 


‘the minutes of 1871 that church numbers one hundred and 


thirty-one members, supports a pastor for his whole time, 
and pays liberaily to the mission cause. Another church at 
Cedar Ilill, in the same county, composed of Germans, has 
been organized, and each body has a good house of worship. 


Besides these, there are scattering Baptists in many parts of 
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Texas, of German descent, that will ere long we hope be 
sufficien'ly numerous to have church organizations and 
preaching in their own native tongue. 

Elder Kiefer no longer labors alone. Elder F. J. Gleiss 
had long labored as a preacher in Methodist ranks. In the 
providence of God they were thrown together, and after 
faithfully comparing their views with the word of God as 
their guide, Elder Gleiss recognized the Baptists as the peo- 
ple holding the true doctrines and ordinances of the gospel, 
and was baptized. Since his baptism he bas been the pas- 
tor of the Ebenezer church, and works with all his might on 
that field. Ile is a man of strong mental powers, and dis- 
plays ability as a pastor second to but few in Texas. 

Two years ago Elder F. LHeisig came to Texas, leaving 
the pastorate of a German congregation in London, Eng- 
land, and has since been giving to the German mission the 
benefits of his talents and energies. As a Baptist, he makes 
no compromise with error. He is in possession of a clear 
and discriminating mind, has enjoyed the benetits of a 
thorough education, and is eminently qualified to oppose 
those systems of error that have taken such a deep hold 
upon the German mind. Te is under the patronage of the 
mission board of Union Asscciation, and while he preaches 
with great power in his native tongue, preaches also accept- 
ably in English. 

In addition to this noble trio is Elder C. M. Tornburg, 
the pastor at Cedar Till. There are, in addition, several 
pious young men qualifying themselves to enter this work. 
Elder Kiefer still toils on as a faithiul missionary, beloved 
by the people, speaking both tongues, and is, in addition to 
his work as a preacher, scattering a large amount of Baptist 


literature among the people. He is possessed of a large 
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stock of common sense, and, being blessed with a liberal 
education, is well adapted to the position he oceupies. In 
view of the rapid emigration from Germany to Texas, the 
lovers of a pure gospel! should lend all the sympathy and 
aid in their power to these men toiling for the salvation of 
a people so hard to reach, and who, when brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, make such earnest workers in the 


vineyard of our Lord. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 
SKETCHES. — 1857 70 1867. 


ROM 1857 till 1861 so many were at work and 
| so much was done, that it is a difficult task to 
j| pursue further the plan adopted in the former 

part of the bock. A nobler body of private 

members and a more earnest and ellicicnt band of preach- 
ers have seldom appeared on any field than the Baptists 
had in Texas during that period. The increase in our 
numbers since is clear evidence of the truthfulness of the 
statement. 

On the first day of November, 1857, I was called on to 
part with my last child. A.II. Morrell, of whom notice has 
been given in the preceding chapters, fell asleep in Christ 
on that day. Four children were given me, and four were 
taken away, and their mother; and still God has permitted 
me to survive them all for fifteen years. My name has 
since appeared in the reports from the patent office of the 
United States as having received four patents. These 
rights to inventions were taken out, according to the 
request made by my son on a dying-bed, and were the 
results ‘that followed the experiments before alluded to, with 
ploughs and harrow following after wheels. Misfortune, 
and the condition of the country in consequence of the 
war, prevented me from realizing anything from -.em. 

During this same year I was present at the organization 
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of the Austin Association, with the church in the city of 
Austin. Thirteen churches were represented. Ilon. E. D. 
Townes was the first moderator. Among the many breth- 
ren in the ministry, and among the laity, of picty and 
intelligence, J met Elder A. W. Elledge, according to my 
recollection, for the first time. 

He came to Texas a few years previous to this, and in 
1854 and 1855 his name appears as one of the mission- 
aries of the Baptist State Convention. While serving in 
this capacity the Lord blessed him with much suecess. 
In 1857 he was in charge of three churches, Barton's 
Creek, Walnut Creek, and Bethlehem. Ilis ministry has 
been confined to middle and western Texas; and wherever 
he has labored, saints and sinners all remember him; but 
especially has he made an impression upon that class of 
inen who take pleasure in opposing Baptist principles, and 
who in their haste are sometimes guilty of misrcpresenta- 
tion. Snch men on his field are never allowed to pass 
without rebuke. Girding himself with truth, and possessed 
of the same spirit that moved Paul when he * fought with 


’ 


beasts of Ephesus,” he shows such men no quarters. 
While he abstains in his ordinary ministry from all 
unfriendly attacks on other people, his lion-like boldness is 
proverbial when the defence of the principles he holds so 
sacred becomes a necessity. 

Ilis mind leads him to do mission work, and in this 
field his soul is happy, while his masterly native intellect 
grasps the word of life and points the trembling sinner to 
Calvary. While serving as missionary in the State of 
Mississippi” be baptized more than a thousand persons, 
and his name is sacred to many in Texas, by reason of 
their submission to baptism at his hands. The last sermon 
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I heard him preach was in August, 1871, at the close of 
the revival at Eautaw, in Limestone County, from the words, 
‘*'The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved.” Ilis clear understanding of the word of God, and 
his earnest zeal in that effort, revealed the great secret of 
his power as a preacher. Ile still lives and labors as 
missionary in Waco Association. 

Representatives from thirteen churches, wita a total mem- 
bership of five hundred and thirty, met with the Mount Zion 
eburch, Rusk County, on the thirtieth of October, 1857, 
and formed the Mount Zion Association. Six ordained 
and six licentiate ministers were members of this body, 
with Elder J. UH. Rowland moderator. 

The year 1858 was one of harmonious activity and prog- 
Tess among our people. Five new associations sprung into 
existence. Four of them — Richland, Leon River, Brazos 
River, and San Marcos — were west of the Trinity River ; 
while a fifth, Tryon, — named after him who in an early day 
did so much to give the Baptist cause position in the public 
mind, — was composed of churches on both sides of the river. 
The aggregate number of members that formed these bodies 
was two thousand five hundred and thirty. 

I was present and took part in one of these organizations, 
Leon River Association. Great destitution had prevailed 
in the counties of Bell, Williamson and Coryell, until the 
voices of Elders John Clabaugh and John McClain declared 
the way of salvation to the people. Both of these were 
earnest men and men of God. They were well adapted to 
such a field, and the people heard them gladly. Possessed 
largely of the spirit of Christ, they were willing to work, 


and their labor was of that effective kind that moves and 
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induces the multitude to feel that “Jesus of Nazareth 
passeth by.” 

As the reader will remember, in an early day I travelled 
much over that beautiful country that lies between tlhe 
Colorado and Guadalupe Rivers, south and west of the city 
of Austin. Dangers then hung around our path at every 
step, and anxiously did we inquire **‘ how long” until the 
savage would pass out, and school-houses and church 
edifices would be erected, whose bells would sound the 
funeral knell of Mexican and Indian depredations. After 
light began to dawn upon our dark sky and the campaign 
of 1842 ended, it only required sixteen years to afford a 
sufficient population to give the Baptists strength enough 
in the Colorado Association to spare seventeen churches 
to form the San Marcos Association in November, 1858, 
Right nobly have the brethren in that territory done the 
work assigned them by the Master. 

Elder J. V. E. Covey appeared among the ministers and 
educators on that field. Ie came to Texas in 1893, and 
settled east of the Trinity, in the town of Palestine. Tor 
about two years he taught a very flourishing school af that 
point, and in the mean time served as pastor of the church 
there, and at other points in the sume county. <A large 
body of young men received tuition from him while at 
Palestine, and some of them have made their mark in the 
learned professions since. Ilis ability to inspire young men 
with energy and noble aspirations, and at the same time 
to maintain a firm discipline, is a combination of talent 
that must always give him success as a teacher. While he 
was able to do much in the east to encourage the spirit of 
missions and the cause of education, bis mind led him west, 
and his name appears among the ministers of the Colorado 
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Association, in 1856. He preached and taught for several 
years in Lavacca County, and afterwards went to Concrete, 
in Dewitt County, near the Guadalupe River, where he has 
for several years conducted one of the best schools in the 
west. Ilis influence upon the Baptist cause, and over a 
large number of the rising men and women in Texas, will 
be felt long after he has passed away. 

Casting my eye over the recent records made by Baptists 
in the west, it affords me much pleasure to see the names 
of such men as Elders Pinkney [larris and H. M. Bur- 
roughs in charge of strong churches on the Colorado and 
Guadalupe, where once a few of us worshipped with carnal 
weapons buckled on, ready for action when the guard, with 
Texas rifles, gave the signal that the enemy was at hand. 

Elder Burroughs, although for several years deeply im- 
pressed by the Spirit of God that it was his duty to preach, 
was naturally timid and troubled with misgivings. ‘The 
date at which he entered upon an active ministry I cannot 
give. Ilis name appears in 1866 as pastor at San Marcos 
and Seguin. Along the valley of the Guadalupe he has done 
much since to develop personal piety in the churches, and 
has been effective, by his mild, persuasive address, in win- 
ning souls to Christ. His meekness, earnest piety, and 
plainness of speech constitute the elements of his strength 
as a preacher. 

Eider [arris is the present efficient pastor of the church 
at Pium Grove, on the Colorado, that was organized thirty- 
three years ago. Under his ministry the church has been 
active and greatly strengthened. [Te is a graduate of Bay- 
lor University, having remained for some time under the 
tuition of R. C. Burleson, during the time he was in charge 
of the institution. He was ordained while a member of the 
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church at Independence, in 1860. Although he is at times 
troubled with a little impediment in his speech, when thor- 
oughly aroused his thoughts burn and his words cut. A 
man of strong impulses, he feels deeply and speaks boldly. 
Such men rarely fail, if once subdued by the Spirit of God, 
to make deep impressions upon the public mind. With a 
strong native intellect, invigorated by much earnest thought, 
he delights to wrestle with the profound truths of the Bible, 
and then in his sermons becomes deeply moved as he sees 
Christians feeding upon the strong meat of the gospel. 

Much of his time has been spent in teaching, and in 
attempting so long to do the work of two men, he is old 
while he is young. He has succeeded well as a teacher, and 
along the valley of the Colorado, from Austin to Lagrange, 
where most of his preaching has been done, he has made a 
deep impression by his earnest ministry. 

Those who spent the years 1859 and 1860 in Texas 
will never forget the fearful drought and withering heat of 
those seasons. The atmosphere, at one time, felt very much 
as though it had issued from an oven. The corn withered 
before the time for maturity, and the ear so fondly looked 
for by the husbandman did not make its appearance on 
many fields, leaving the laborer dependent on other people 
for his bread. The cotton bowed its head and lost its 
power to retain the form that develops the snowy lint from 
which much of our clothing is manufactured. The Lord 
did not speak to us with an audible voice, but by the mani- 
festations of his power to give rain or withhold it, he 
seemed to say, ‘* The heaven that is over thy head shall be 
brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron.” The 
lowing herds on our beautiful prairies were, in many 
instances, driven a great distance to some of our rivers that 
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continued to flew, and many a cow and sheep and horse 
wandered in search of water, with no herdsman to point out 
the way, and perished. 

We did not then understand it, but to many of our minds 
since the reason is apparent, that the mildew on the grain, 
the falling of the cotton leaf, and the fearful indications of 
famine that made many a stout heart tremble, were merci- 
ful dispensations of Providence that prepared us for the 
darker days of war that were nigh at hand. The political 
sky was even then already dark, and muttering thunders 
of the coming storm rolled across the heavens. 

Many grew desperate and had not God in all their 
thoughts, while the more pious sought the Lord by prayer 
for refreshing from his presence. Showers of grace fell on 
many localities, from a prayer-answering God, and many 
churches were greatly strengthened and increased in num- 
ber. 

During this time Elder F. M. Law made his appearance 
in Texas. I think he came, in 1859, from the State of Als- 
bama. He settled in Washington County, and for some 
time had the care of the churches at Brenham and Provi- 
dence. In the spring of 1860 I first met him, and was at 
once impressed with the fact that he was a man of sound 
judgment, and an earnest working pastor. An intimate 
acquaintance with the man and his work since has intensi- 
fied the impressions I then received. 

IIe settled as pastor at Plantersville, about the beginning 
of the war, and during the struggle rendered some eflicient 
service as missionary among the soldiers. [Ie ]abored at 
Plantersville and [ouston until the fall of 1867, and carly 
in 1868 assumed the leadership of the Baptist congregation 
in the city of Bryan. Being at that time the terminus of 
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the Texas Central Railroad, he had a fine opportunity to 
develop his ability to rally scattered forces, and build up an 
interest in the midst of many difficulties, He was, how- 
ever, the right man in the right place. The church has 
steadily grown under his ministry, and his faithfulness as 
pastor has gathered about him and maintained a constantly 
increasing affection and confidence on the part of his peo- 
ple, until the present time. But few better pastors are 
found in any country. In person he is of medium height, 
and with an apparently delicate structure. He is wonders 
fully gifted with ability to influence and control the actions 
of men. 

In the pulpit he seldom rides in balloons, and has better 
sense than to attempt to wade in waters where the mightiest 
men sometimes get strangled. While eminently sound in 
the great doctrines that have ever distinguished Baptists 
from other people, his preaching is plain and practical.’ 
Strangers are sometimes slightly repulsed when he knits 
his brow under the pressure of deep and concentrated 
thought; but his people, who know him well, understand 
that itis an indication of that deep earnestness that has fired 
their hearts on so many occasions to labor and sacrilice. 
Our edueational and mission enterprises find in him an ear- 
nest advocate. 

It was my privilege to be present and take part in the or- 
ganization of the Waco Association in November, 15860. 
Representatives from nine churches, with a total member- 
ship of five hundred and forty-one, met with the church in 
the city of Waco. At the first session, the Waco Classi- 
cal School—-since known as Waco University — came 
under the patronage of this body. The first clerk of the 
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association, Brother J. W. Speight, was, and has continued, 
president of the board of trustees of this institution, 

His indomitable energy put forth in the erection of buill- 
ings and providing accommodations for the school has but 
few parallels. Full of the spirit of enterprise, an ardent 
friend of education, and in favor of a strict construction 
of the great constitution that Baptists have sworn to 
support, he is, and has been, a man of extensive u-- 
fulness. He is a lawyer of acknowledged ability, and, ss 
is characteristic of men in that profession, is willing to 
discuss and ventilate all questions containing vital princi- 
ples which come before our general convocations. In 
the midst of these discnssions, brethren that don’t visit 
the courts often would imagine he was angry. And 
many a pious lawyer has suffered in reputation at the 
hands of his brethren. At the bar, where heated debates 
are of daily occurrence for weeks, and sometimes months, 
swords, are whetted so sharp that they often ent una- 
wares. In consequence of this fact, brethren shonld not 
be unreasonably sensitive towards our friends who practise 
at the bar, and these brethren, on the other hand, shou! 
carefully guard their language in our general meetings; and 
by these efforts, avoiding sensitiveness on the one hand ani 
undue sharpness on the other, ‘the unity of the spirit in 
the bonds of peace” may always be preserved. 

It has been my lot to cross swords with brother Speis* 
on more ficlds than one, but knowing that he was a got 
and true man, and he knowing at the same time the input 
siveness of my nature, sharp words and remarks 3 
appear to be personal are laid by both of us at the foot 
the cross, and affection and confidence burn the warimect 


upon our hearts. 
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Intelligent and active brethren, full of zeal and enter- 
prise, have been the moving, leading spirits in this body 
since its formation. Elder N. W. Crain, who came to Texas 
at an early day, when quite young, and who had long been 
in eastern Texas, was one of the ministers present at the 
first meeting, and was the pastor of the church at Bosque 
at the time. Only a few years previous to this he entered 
the ministry and moved into the vicinity of Waco. With 
a strong mind and a liberal education, backed up by a vig- 
orous constitution, he possessed the elements of usefulness 
and delighted to labor among the people at large. He is 
on that field still, and the pastor of the church in East 
Waco. When I first met him he was a manof large means, 
financially, and while his steps have been so ordered as to 
deprive him of a large amount of this world’s goods, my 
last interview with him convinced me that he had grown in 
grace and knowledge, and with the blessing of God was 
entering a state of more extensive usefulness than he had 
ever enjoyed in the past. 

While this body has estimated highly the cause of educa- 
tion, they have been earnest in their endeavors to advance 
the mission cause, and have ever manifested a willingness 
to compensate liberally those who serve them on the mis- 
sion field. During the past year Elder W. W. [Harris served 
them with a liberal support. 

Ile and Elder Pinkney Ilarris were ordained on the same 
day at Independence, in 1660. His name appears in the 
minutes of the San Marcos Association in 1861, as pastor 
at Bastrop and Hill’s Prairie. Ie was educated at Baylor 
University, under the tuition of Elder R. C. Burleson, and 
has devoted himseif exclusively to the ministry, in western 
and northern Texas. His powers developed rapidly in his 
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early ministry, and the fame of the young man was soon 
coextensive with the Baptists of Texas. From the very 
commencement he proved himself a man of genius. His 
descriptive powers were of high order, and chaste language 
flowed from his lips without the least apparent effort. 

Soon thoughtless brethren joined the name of the great 
preacher in London to his, and he was spoken of as ** Spur- 
geon Harris.” Many brethren, at a distance, only knew 
him by this appellation. Such things I have ever consid- 
ered in bad taste and opposed to the spirit of Christianity. 
While many a young man has been sadly injured by these 
flutteries, brother Harris pursued the even tenor of his way, 
and has rendered most valuable and effective service on 
many fields. The grace of God, be it said to his glory, has 
been sufficient. 

He is a man of eccentricities, — by no means intention- 
ally so, —and right in connection with these deviations 
from the usual customs of men are sometimes flights of 
oratory that cause the brain to reel while in pursuit of the 
speaker’s train of burning thoughts, clothed in language 
that nothing but the most vivid imagination could invent 
for the occasion. 

Under the pressure of great labor, frequently holding 
meetings of weeks’ duration in different localities, he is 
prematurely growing old. His burning appeals have rung 
in many ears, and through him, as an instrument in the 
hands of God, many souls have been turned to righteous- 
ness. 

Only a few months ago I was permitted to pass along the 
streets of the beautiful city of Waco, with its thousands of 
inhabitants, its splendid rows of costly buildings, its mag- 
nificent bridge that spans the Brazos River, the large buiid- 
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ings in addition, that furnish the rising generation and their 


teachers the facilities for receiving and imparting knowledge, 
and was happy to see that in the midst of all this enterprise 
a pure gospel was still upheld by an efficient body of Bap- 
tists on the same spot where Elder N. T. Byars, so many 
years ago, in the name of God, organized a feeble church, 
and where the Waco Association was formed in 1860. Elder . 
H. Carrol, the rising man in the Texas ministry, is a member 
of that church and association, and is, and has been for 
some time past, the pastor of the Waco congregation. Ife, 
too, is a graduate, having received tuition from Elders R. C. 
and R. B. Burleson, who have educated so many Texas 
preachers. Tis ministry has been short, commencing only 
a few years since, in Burleson County, in the bounds of the 
Little River Association. Tle is possessed of an active, in- 
quiring mind, and has enjoyed, in point of education, the 
best facilities that Texas could afford. God has honored 
him with much usefulness in a short space of time. 

- Tallin person, and commanding in manner, he takes bold 
positions as a preacher, and is destined by the blessing of 
God, with patient toil, to do valiant service on the battle- 
ground of truth. Leng live the young and rising preachers 
in Texas, after the soldiers of the old guard sleep in the 
dust ! 

The San Antonio Association was organized in 1860, but 
the minutes of none of its early sessions are before ine. 
This is our extreme western organization. 

Dark were the clouds, and fearful as dark, that hung 
over the churches in 1861, when the sound of war was heard. 
My heart grows sick at the thought of pursuing my inves- 
tigations during the four years that followed, and I leave the 
record for others to make. 
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In the spring of 1865 the smoke of battle was brushed 
away, the ‘‘ confused noise” of war was hushed, and 
‘‘garments rolled in blood” were lain aside. Ilaving 
been so stupefied by long and active sympathy with the 
suffering and the bereaved, some of us could scarcely 
realize what an ordeal had been passed through, Emerging 
from the waves that had been sweeping over us, the strong- 
est evidences at once appeared that the Baptists, in their 
organization, were according to the divine plan. Among 
them, as a people, there is no great centralized power, in 
pope, in ruling bishops over large territories, or in councils, 
that assume the right to make laws and dictate the manner of 
their execution. Every church is a separate and indepen- 
dent republic, or rather a theocracy, — knowing no head but 
Christ, and recognizing no laws save those instituted by 
him. With this fundamental idea, founded upon the word 
of God, that every church is a sovereign body and indepen- 
dent of every other church, and that every ordained munis- 
ter is a scriptural bishop, and independent of every otlier 
bishop, this people has lived, and can live, under all forms 
of government, and pass through any kind of human revo- 
lutions, and maintain their unity and organization. With 
written 2s our 


bd 


‘one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,’ 
motto, we may, like the king of Israel, say, that ‘‘in the 
name of our God we will set up our banners ” with conti- 
dence in the promise made by Christ, as the ‘* Chief Shep- 
herd” and * Captain of our salvation,” who is the head of 
the true church, and against which, according to his deciara- 
ates of hell shall not prevail.” 


tion, ‘‘ the a: 
The churches maintained their organizations well, and 
many were largely increased numerically. In point of 


number, in my opinion, we had not lost, but gained, not- 
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withstanding the many that were lost by death in the war. 
Rallying our forces in our general organizations again, a 
noble band appeared ready for work, with only here and 
there a brother, and in a few instances a minister, whose 
strength had not been sufficient for the temptations and 
trials incident to that terrible period. 

A large number of brethren from other States had been 
cast among us, and with these came some excellent minis- 
ters. Elder Wm. Carey Crane, a Virginian by birth and 
educaticn, and who had labored long and effectively in 
Georgia, Mississippi and Louisiana, came to Texas in the 
fall of 1863, in answer to a call from the trustees of Baylor 
University, and took charge as president of the institution. 
He remains at that post still, with prospects of future 
success, and has under his tuition seven promising young 
ministers preparing themselves for intelligent and active 
service in the Christian ministry. 

As a scholar, Elder Crane has but few equals; and 
superiors are very scarce. His conversation, his literary 
addresses, and his sermons all show that he is not only a 
profound scholar, but that be has always been a student, 
and is a student still. Tis mental discipline has been of 
the most rigid character. In person he is of medium 
height, with compact form inclined to corpulency. Te has 
a vigorous constitution, and but few men are able to do the 
amount of work he does. 

When I first saw lim I thought his manner was some- 
what haughty and stith, Each time I met him afterwards, 
1 saw more plainly my mistake. I can now say, that a 
more social, kind and loving spirit it has rarely been my 
lot in life to meet. Ilis kind consideration and atfection- 
ate demeanor towards his brethren in the ministry, who are 
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his inferiors in point of education, I do think worthy of 
imitation. 

Tis power as a preacher, when fully in the spirit of his 
great Master, can only be understood and appreciated by 
those who have heard him when he was moved and stirred 
by the soul-inspiring, experimental truths of the gospel. 
Under the pressure of all the duties of a college president, 
he preaches regularly, and to his ministry devotes much 
thought. He is doing a noble work for the churches and 
the cause of education. 

Elder J. B. Link, who went out from Missouri with the 
army and served among the soldiers during the war as a 
minister, was in Texas at the time of the surrender, looking 
after the army mission work under the appointment of the 
Domestic Mission, Board. Seeing the vast resources of 
this great State and the Baptist strength to be developed, 
he conceived the idea of starting a denominational State 
paper. <A few brethren of intelligence and enterprise 
encouraged the undertaking, and about the close of ists 
he issued the first number of the Texas “ Baptist Ierald,” 
from the city of Houston. 

He was entirely without means, as was many a man who 
has served with the army. ‘Traversing a large part of the 
State, he made many friends to the enterprise that he so 
fondly and resolutely cherished. Facilities at that time 
for travelling through the State were by no means goo. 
When he could not conveniently get a horse, he walked 
from one locality to another, and by his pradent course. 
sound sense, and indomitable perseverance, he convinced 
the Baptists that he meant work as a means of succes-. 
Such men rarely fail to get help if they need it. Ilis case 
was not an exception. Capital was soon furnished to start 
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the enterprise. His ability as a financier was soon appar- 
ent. Economy was most rigidly practised. Ilis dress, as 
many of us remember, was very plain, consisting for 
some time in part of that he had wornin the army. All 
praise to the Texas people. No man has ever come 
among us since 1835, if he had personal merit, who failed 
to be appreciated, even if he appeared to be “ a poor man 
in vile raiment.” He labored hard, and after his day’s 
work was done his bed at night was a pile of carpenter’s 
shavings in the corner of his office, and his covering his 
soldier blanket. Ilis very life-blood was thrown into the 
paper, and as that valuable sheet goes in many instances 
where the author of this volume never expects the book to 
be seen, it is not necessary to dwell upon its merit. 
During these years past the paper has done a great work 
in developing Baptist principles and in organizing Baptist 
strength. 





ae ene eee eeenngearounen anne arora 


———— 
. 


| 





wearer a ee, 


THE LAST TRIP OF A PIONEER. — 1868. 


OOK on the map of the Western Continent, and 
among the States of Central America you will find 





a territory known as British Honduras, nine hun- 

dred miles south of New Orleans, bounded on the 
north by Yucatan, on the west and south by Guatemala, 
and on the east by the Bay of Honduras. The length of 
this State is two hundred miles from north to south; its 
width at the southern extremity thirty miles, and it is sixty 
miles wideon the north. It has eighteen navigable streams, 
as far as the tide-water extends, and on some of them ves- 
sels may go beyond the tide into the interior of the country. 
It embraces the 16th and 17th parallels of latitude north 
of the equator, with a mild and even temperature. In the 
warmest sumimer month the thermometer never rises above 
88°, and on the coolest winter day never goes below 60°. 
The people of that country claim the protection of the 
British fag. As the country is owned by the English gov- 
ernment, the laws are written in English, and all the inhab- 
itants speak the English language. 

In the spring of 1867 my attention was called to that 
country, and, after obtaining the facts just recorded, I was 
impressed with the belief that a large number of peeple 
fiom the United States, especially from the South, would 
eventually make it their home. Under this impression I 

368 


eRe a Ae 


ee ee 


ate meme 




















oniweD aotee Wl off Yo qnm’ orl to 200 


P ~ ® 7 ° Pa a | 
Lhe ! Py icy" Pruett Bowie bo a5TnI4 ih) naoms 
> a - * . 7 a . a u iL 0) 
“—HUL Sid ,aryotory Benriczt €& rod) 1 VK IITTST £ 
"7 fF Ps ' - ¥ 


wit wo bohanod enol Yo divoa eotian barb 


ar tension yd dobe bua teow orld 110 snsteout yd hom 
ae ey 1T wewhroll to vod sd? yd Yeas oft fo: Des 
r. wine of dtroa mott eolinn fhovhund ow) ‘ef oiate e'eid) 
nit si fron wolfe YY yinoline wiediiee odd on dihiw 
mone sidaviven metitetoend If .diroa off go shiv eater 
ts ‘ y 
ry aol; to ousoa 0 Due 4 » daw-obid dd} an wil en ae a | 
wih 9 983 So xoitotat atl! ole oft) ond be boys od o3 “yeu elon ais 


tel to elotiesee WOVE ban dtet od} & sacar a ag 

i Use ritins f7o' ; biier 2 aii iw TOIL ps oil} Pos 
srods eseit 19v90 iolsmoaed? off daod Tout OTe teow 
) wolnd Bons: rvebh totatw tesioos of? ao hae, “88 


* 


io dolvetory ot sin etter 10> Inds Yo slqoodg oT at 
roe i eile wh aul} ¥ [ Wiao9 ott ? fh pall dais ‘ 
| lndai off [he hae deilgadl wi aottivw or ewal od} a ee 
apt ; | sonar! deilyad odd apoqe #} vont 
tad? of fallen saw modlivents yu TOOL Yo puhge odd aT 


tow | ,bohrioser sent efot of? paintaido st yoiha shan he 
nly Ww gry Peet Cony oval & 4 yi feel “ws dita Ines 


‘t : hak os My 
‘ ’ 


} 7 , 7 Be A a ‘ | ma 
x Digan sino odd aon “neg id si Dasa 9 


F warhead oan + by 
 &£ ROeOIIL Bing 


é 








THE LAST TRIP OF A PIONEER. 369 


; 
soucht the Lord in prayer as to my duty in that event. 
During the fall of the same year my mind was made up to 
go, ** if the Lord will,” for the following reasons. 

Thirty-two years of labor, with much physical suffer- 
ing, in Texas, had brought about a state of debility that 
rendered me entirely unfit for active service as a preacher. 
In search of a milder climate, I left the snow and ice of 
Tennessee in the winter of 1835, and sought a home in the 
wilderness of Texas. The climate suited me, and I was 
able to prosecute my work as a preacher. Texas northers 
had grown too severe for me, and I felt a disposition to 
seek a clime where snow never falls, and where ice and frost 
are never seen. JHonduras presented me this inducement, 
and the improvement of my health was a leading consicer- 
ation in the change. 

Information soon reached me that a large number of 
southern families intended and were making arrangements 
to emigrate to Ilonduras. The heads of these families were 
mostly men of intelligence and enterprise, whose estates had 
been destroyed during the late war, and who wished to enter 
a new country with the view of recuperating their wasted 
fortunes. Among these I was confident would be Buptists, 
who would be greatly in need of a ministry and church or- 
ganization. ‘The Baptists of Texas had been organized, 
and as the principal part of my ministry had been given 
to the destitute, I still felt inclined, in the language of 
Paul,-to preach the gospel in the regions beyond, and not 
to boast in another man’s line of things made ready to 
hand. 

A celebrated character in the Revolutionary war was 
Captain John Ilunter, from North Carolina. Ie afterwards 
turned baptist preacher, and was strangely impressed by a 
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dream connected with my future history. IIe was a man 


e . . . . 
of great eccentricity, and made strong impressions upon 


the minds and hearts of almost all whom Le met. Lle was 
an old man in 1823, when I was quite a young preacher. 
So strongly was he impressed with his dream that he came 
some distance to see me in Tennessee, and to communicate 
his impressions. 

He dreamed, and stated as his conviction that it would 
come to pass, that towards the close of an eventful life I 
would cross the great waters and preach the gospel in a 
strange land, and after remaining there for a while, would 
return to the United States, where my light would gradu- 
ally go out. I often afterwards thought of the earnestness 
with which the old preacher rehearsed it, but had no conti- 
dence in the reality of his prediction. When my mind was 
made up to go to IJonduras, I remembered in tears the 
counsel of the old preacher, long passed to his reward, in 
view of the conflicts and trials that he felt confident awaited 
me towards the close of my life. 

The fearful scourge of yellow fever that visited our 
southern cities in the fall of 1867 prevented me from leav- 
ing Texas as early in the season as was desirable. In De- 
cember, reposing my confidence in the God of the whole 
earth, I left Texas, and, after a short delay in the city of 
New Orleans, took a berth in a vessel that rode the hich 
seas between New Orleans and the city of Belize. On 
board I found nearly one hundred passengers going to the 
new country, and among them about a dozen Baptists. 

Just before the ship went to sea I felt impressed to 
preach to the passengers, and although unable to stand 


without a support, I stood with one hand grasping a post 
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in the cabin, and from the following text preached a short 
sermon to an attentive audience : — 

Hebrews xi. 14: ** For they that say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a country.” Some of the advan- 
tages of the country to which we had just taken passage | 
were used to illustrate the beauties and excellences of the | 
land that patriarchs and prophets sought by faith. 

In the month of January, 1868, we were landed in the 
city of Belize, with a population of fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand souls. From June until the first of March is consid- 
ered the *‘ rainy season,” and a large number of the inhab- 
itants of the country who spend the “dry season” in 
getting out timbers, and in planting little crops of various 
kinds, were at this time in the city. During the dry season 
the population is not more than five or six thousand. 

The population of the whole country known as British 
Honduras was, at that time, supposed to be about thirty 
thousand. .Of this number there were about one thousand 
English, one thousand Americans, and the rest natives, — 
negroes, Spaniards and Indians. A large majority of the 
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inhabitants are negroes. Among these may be observed 
the same shades of color that mark the colored people of 
our southern States. ‘These people are, as a class, superior 
to the negroes of America, both in physical structure and 
intellectual capacity. A system of education prevails that 
enables nearly all of them to read and write, and, in many 
instances, they give evidence of strong mental powers. 

In no country that I have ever visited are the laws so 
rigidly executed as in IIonduras. The natural consequence 
is the cultivation of a high grade of personal honesty 
among the natives. Otten was I reminded of the great 
contrast, in this respect, between the United States and this 
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part of Central America. Violations of law are rigidly 
ferreted out, and a just punishment indicted upon the viola- 
tor. Personal honesty is thus cultivated to such an extent 
that the emigrants soon felt inspired with confidence that 
the natives would neither steal nor defraud. In one in- 
stance I was followed by a colored boy for some distance, 
who returned to me six and a quarter cents that I left at 
the store of a negro merchant. After I left he discovered 
the mistake I had made in paying for what I had purchased. 
In another instance, one of the passengers who went over 


when [ did, being addicted to strong drink, concluded that he 


must have a regular ** spree,” and, during a fit of intoxica- 
tion, left sixty dollars in silver on the counter of a tailor. 
IIe and his friends at once gave up all hope of seeing the 
money any more, as he did not even remember where he left 
it. Passing the same door, some time afterwards, he was rec- 
ognized, and the money returned without even so much as 
having been unrolled. Incidents of a similar character 
frequently occurred during our stay in the country. 

We found the Sabbath day rigidly observed by all the 
people. No doors were open, and no business of any char- 
acter transacted that could possibly be avoided. In the 
city we found two Baptist churches, one Wesleyan Mcetho- 
dist, one Presbyterian, one Episcopal, and one Catholic. 
Whatever torm of religion the people observed, they fvl- 
lowed up regularly and carnestly. 

Here I met the venerable Baptist missionary, Alexander 
Henderson. Ie was about sixty-five years of age, and had 
been in Honduras thirty-five years. [le was a native of 
Scotland, and in early life entered the ministry as a Pres- 
byterian. Ile was educated in his native land, and atter- 
wards preached in Trance. While there he formed the 
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acquaintance of a Baptist preacher, and an intimacy grew 
up between them that Iced to a free discussion of their 
differences in doctrine and church polity. Ile was a ripe 
scholar, and, basing his investigations upon the Scriptures 
as they were originally given, decided that the Baptists 
held the ordinances as they were given by Christ, and that 
they observed a scriptural church government. He at once 
became a Baptist, and tendered his services to the English 
Bantist Missionary Society, expressing a willingness to 
serve as 4 missionary ina foreign land. Under the auspices 
of this society he entered British Monduras, and had given 
his manhood and strength to Christ on that fiell. Brother 
Henderson held and rigidly defended the views of commun- 
ion as practised by the Baptists of the United States. 

Some differences sprung up between him and another 
missionary, appointed to this field by the same society in 
later years, on the communion question, and rather than 
serve under the patronage of the society who would encour- 
age open communion on the fickl where he had toiled so 
long, he resigned his commission, and was serving as a 
missionary at his own charges. Ile is eminently sound in 
the faith of the gospel, and hesitates not to declare, on all 
proper occasions, the principles that have ever distinguished 
Baptists from other people. Ilis congregation in Belize 
supported him liberally, according to their means; but it 
was necessary for him to spend a small portion of his time 
in secular matters to gain a living for his family. 

As ascholar lie was held in high esteem, both in England 
and in Donduras. and he spent a large portion of his time 
in translating the word of Ged into two forcign tongues. 
The most rigid system in his work and economy in his time 
were maintained. Not an idle hour was spent, and yet just 
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so much time was given to translation, to his work as a 
pastor, and to his little business, upon which he was com- 
pelled to rely in part for his living. In this way a large 
amount of woik was accomplished, for a man of his years. 
Many of our ministers in this country work as hard as 
brother Ienderson, and yet accomplish scarcely half as 
much for want of system. | 

System is the order of the day in Honduras, among all 


Classes of business men. Stores all open at daylight. 


When the city clock strikes nine, every door, by common 
consent, is closed till ten. This is the hour for breal- 
fast. When the clock strikes ten, every business house 
opens instantly. At four in the afternoon every house is 
closed for the day, and until nine o’clock at night the peo- 
ple all devote themselves to leisure and recreation. Good 
bargains and money-getting will not induce them to violate 
these rules. In consequence of these habits of regularity 
the people are healthy and happy. American business men 
work all day, and, in many instances, a large portion of th 
night, and then are dissatisfied because tired, exhausted 
nature can do no more. No sucl: disposition is manifested 
among that people with whom my lot was cast for many 
months. P 

In keeping with the other regularities of the country, the 
old Baptist preacher toils on and wields a healthy and 
happy influence over the inhabitants of his field. The 
writer is largely indebted to him for many kindnesses 
shown a stranger in a strange land, suffering greatly from 
bodily infirmities. Eternity alone can reveal the amount 
of good brother Ifenderson has accomplished among that 
people. 

In that climate the heat is very seldom the least oppress- 
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ive, and there is never need of fire except for cooking pur- 
poses. Uniform good health prevails among the people, 
and many of them live to a great age for this period of 
human history. 

In consequence of the infirmities which I carried with 
me, I was seldom able to visit the interior, for want of 
proper conveyances. ‘The following are some of the obser- 
vations made as opportunities were given me to penetrate 
the country. ¥ 

The soil is of three kinds. The larger portion of it is 
chocolate, and very productive. Some of the land is black and 
sticky, very much resembling the hog-wallow prairies of 
Texas. Lesides, there is a large amount of gray sandy 
land, easily cultivated. Representatives from six Southern 
States went over with me, and our decision was, that the 
lands up to the foot of the mountains were equal to any in 
the Red River or Brazos valleys for agricultural purposes. 

None of the common implements of husbandry had been 
carried there, and the crops were planted and cultivaced 
under very great disadvantages. The undergrowth in the 
land that knows no frost, cf course, is very dense. This is 
cut down at the beginning of the dry season, and at the proper 
time is set on fire. The earth, after this burning, is left like 
a plant bed. As soon as the rain begins to fail, a small 
hole is made in the ground with a stick, the seed deposited, 
and covered with the foot. Nearly all of the seeds planted 
in our southern States are grown there, and the tropical 
fruits besides. The soil and climate are admirably adapted 
to sugar. Cotton is not a very reliable crop. The lands I 
saw in cultivation were not ploughed ; and with the bushes 


and weeds cut down, as the only work done, good crops of 
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corn, potatoes and other productions common to this climate 
were returned to the busbandimen. 

In that land the tropical fruits are found in great abun- 
dance. The banana and plantain have been described by 
others, and the fruitin large quantities is transported to our 
shores. Dut the difference between these fruits and the 
orange of IJonduras, piucked full ripe from the tree, and 
those sent us across the waters, is about as great as the dif- 
ference begween a fresh ripe lemon or peach, aud one a week 
old after the stem is broken. The custard apple is one of 
the delicacies of the country, and will not bear transporta- 
tion. It grows on a small tree three or four inches in 
diameter, andl some ten or twelve feet high. The tree bears 
mature fruit at the age of three years, very much resem- 
bling the egg plant. The apple is about four inches in di- 
ameter, and when fully ripe is in appearance a dark mix- 
ture of red and purple. The skin is as thin as one of our 
common apples, and very tender. The fruit is very soft, 
yielding casily to the pressure of the spoon, and combines 
both sweetness and acidity, that render the taste of the 
most delicious character. No lady in America is skilful 
enough in the art of custard-making to produce a dish 
superior to the custard apple, fully ripe, and fresh from the 
tree. 

One of the most interesting productions of Honduras, to 
the student of the Bible, is the palm-tree, spoken of by Da- 
vid in the ninety-second Psalm, and in other parts of the 
book of God. Two varieties of this remarkable tree 
arrested my attention, and engaged much thought. One is 
known among the natives as the *‘ cabbage-tree.” The bud 
is very much in appearance and taste the same as our com- 
mon cabbage, and is prepared for the table in the same way. 
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This is seldom used, as it destroys the tree and requires 
some labor to procure it. 

By far the most interesting species of the palm-tree is 
that which bears the cocoanut, which is brought to this 
country, and with which fruit almost every youth is 
familiar. Standing by this majestic tree, I felt that I 
was in intimate association with the thoughts of David in 
his touching allusion referred to. The history of the tree 
is as follows: It springs from the cocoanut. This nut 
may be laid in any place, be it ever so dry, and the milk 
that it contains possesses suflicient nutriment to cause the 
sprout to burst the shell and shoot out the single stalk of 
the coming tree. Not a single root has yet made its 
appearance, and in this condition they are sometimes 
carried a hundred miles and planted out in a hole that 
just receives the nut. It grows successfully only near 
salt water. Being carefully covered, it begins to put forth 
very small, fibrous roots, that take strong hold upon the 
earth, while the tree rises month after month all the year 
round to the height of one hundred feet. At the age 
of five years, it has reached the height of ten er twelve 
feet, and begins to bloom right on the top. Eight or ten 
blooms burst out in the form of a circle, and present a 
bright golden appearance. In one month these blooms all 
disappear, and in the place of each one is a small cocoa- 
nut, one inch in diameter. These stems that hold the nut 
right on the end are from one to two feet long, and just 
beneath is a circular row of limbs from ten to twelve feet 
long, full of leaves five or six feet long and six inches 
wile. The limbs are strong and flat on the top, and the 
leaves are cupped in the form of a gutter. As the cocoa- 
nut increases in size and weight, it rests upon these limbs 
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and leaves, causing them to hang over in the form of an 
umbrella. While this is going on, the tree mounts higher 
and forms another circle of limbs and fruit above, and 
every month in every year new fruit forms in the top, while 
the old fruit at the bottom is dropping off. No doubt the 
revelator remembered this, when he was instructed to 
write of ‘“‘the tree of life which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month.” 

The limbs have answered their purpose when the fruit rest- 
ing on them is ripe, and according to the arrangement of the 
God of nature they are disengaged and fall to the ground, 
leaving a scar on the tree as the only damage. These trees 
never quit bearing fruit as long as they live, and hence the 
psalmist says, ‘* The righteous shall flourish like the palm- 
tree. They shall bring forth fruit inold age.” An English 
gentleman pointed out to me some trees that had regu- 
larly yielded their increase for seventy-five years. 

No limbs ever remain on the tree except what are 
necessary to bear up the fruit, and by this I was foreibly 
reminded of the necessity of laying aside all the encum- 
brances of this life that will not help us bear ‘fruit unto 
holiness.” The scars on the tree, every one of which 1s 
plainly visible while it lives, illustrate to the thinking 
mind the scars the Christian will wear when at the end of 
life’s conflicts he receives the palm of victory. 

There are no large roots beneath this tree, but a 
million of small fibrous roots permeate the earth in every 
direction for some distance, that serve the double purpose 
of stronely supporting the tree against the winds, and of 
appropriating to the growth of the tree and the matur- 
ing of its fruit all the productive properties of the soll 
near by. Nothing grows near a large palmstree. So the 
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Christian’s hold upon the earth is by a multitude of small 
acts and silent influences, and these, like the vast number 
of roots that support the palm-tree, should be so multiplied 
as to lay every influence we can command under contribu- 
tion to the glory of God. 

- The country is very heavily timbered, and the trees are 


generally large and very tall. Mahogany, logwood, rose- 


wood and cedar, of the best quality, are found in great abun- 
dance. Long ranges of mountains appear, some of them 
of great height, and from these come rolling down into the 
plains beneath some of the most beautiful streams of water 
that ever cheered a weary traveller. The water is pure and 
clear, and in many instances the streams are strong enough 
to furnish propelling power for machinery, either to grind 
food or cut the timber that abounds on every hand. Tishes 
of the best quality abound in all these streams. 

With all these advantages, many a youth who reads these 
lines will feel that it is a better land than Texas. In many 
respects it is, and yet the disadvantages arenot afew. Cut 
off at present by the mighty deep from England and North 
America, many years must pass ere the country can be set- 
tled by a sufficient number of our people to make a home 
in that land desirable. As the order of the day is to belt 
continents and islands with parallel iron tracks, thus send- 
ing travellers by steam on rapid wheels, the time may come 
when a suflicient number of Americans can enter Honduras 
to make society, in point of churches, schools and agricul- 
tural appliances, what it is not yet, and what it is not likely 
to be, so long as families must cross the sea to reach it. 

Although the people are generally healthy, yet there are 
diseases peculiar to that climate and locality of a fearful 
character. The greatest care must be exercised by new 
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comers to avoid them. As in all southern countries, fevers 
of a malignant type, and severe disorders of the liver, may 
be expected, in case of exposure. Ilowever, in the city of 
Belize the yellow fever has never prevailed as an epidemie, 
although carried there on different occasions. The diseases 
to be dreaded are dropsy and rheumatism. Among the 
laboring classes these diseases prevail to a considerable ex- 
tent. Exposure in the rainy season induces these troubles, 
and patients frequently linger for years, amid great suffer- 
ing, and finally die. The mildness of the temperature and 
the fresh sea breeze greatly strengthened and improved my 
feeble lungs, but dropsy seized upon me in a severe form, 
and, had I remained, would long before this have terminated 
my life. With all this, a vigorous constitution, with pru- 
dence, in my judgment, has a better prospect for long life 
in Honduras than any part of the world I ever visited. 
The temptation to exposure is very great, as it is never dis- 
agreeable to wade in the water, or expose the person to the 
falling rain. 

Two crops of grain and many other things may be raised 
every year; but the great abundance of rain that floods the 
earth during the long rainy season will, in my opinion, 
always prevent that thorough cultivation of the soil that is 
necessary, in order to keep a farm in proper condition for a 
succession of years. With the present system of cultiva- 
tion, grass and weeds, in the absence of frost, soon take pos- 
session.of the ground to such an extent that the field is 
given up and another one cleared. 

Most persons would suppose that such a country would 
be infested with snakes of the most poisonous character ; 
but in that land they are very searce. Insects of the most 
troublesome kind annoy the American greatly, while he eats 
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the custard apple and other delicious fruits, and refreshes 
himself in the soft, balmy atmosphere. Prominent among 
these is the sand-fly, with which the people of our coast 
country are well acquainted; but my experience is that 
these flies are at times more numerous in Honduras, and 
better biters, by far, than any I ever met elsewhere. 

Next to these is the chegre, a malicious insect, a little 
larger than the red bugs that used to annoy me greatly 
when a boy, after playing over mossy logs. This insect 
does not operate alone, but, in some way I cannot explain, 
possesses the power of multiplying into a large number. A 
company of these made, on one occasion, quite a fierce at- 
tack on my left heel, and before they were removed made a 
round hole in the flesh large enough to receive a pea. An 
application of turpentine soon relieved me. 

A fly, with a short body and large wings, about double 
the size of a house-fly, infests certain localities among the 
brush, and deposits a worm on the human flesh every op- 
portunity ; that is known as the ** beef worm,” and it im- 
mediately bores into the flesh. It gives no pain while 
entering, and is usually discovered by the appearance of 
bloody water oozing out where it entered. A Texan at 
once thinks, from this description, of a ‘screw worm,” 
but it rather resembles in its operations the wolf in a cow. 
As it increases in size, the most uneasy and unpleasant sen- 
sations are experienced. An application of tobacco will 
usually drive them to the surface, and instead of leaving 
the part inflamed, as would be expected, it heals immedi- 
ately. Great difficulty is sometimes experienced in getting 
them out, and in some instances the knife must be resorted 
to. One of my little grandsons brought some of them in 
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his feet to Texas. No danger whatever, that I know of, 
attends this insect, as it seems entirely free from poison. 

The bottle fly very much resembles the buffalo gnat of 
Texas and other southern States, and during one month in 
the year is very numerous and troublesome. 

Among other pests is the vampire bat, that very much 
resembles in appearance the common leather-winged bat of 
North America, and is about one-third larger. This bat 
possesses a bill of such a delicate character, and is so skil- 
ful in the art of surgery, that it can pierce a vein in the 
human system and perfectly satisfy its appetite with human 
blood without waking the patient. While doing this, it 
gently fans the sleeper with its broad wings, and induces, 
by the pleasant operation, if possible, a sounder sleep. No 
harm is done except the loss of blood. I was bled, on one 
occasion, very freely. This can easily be avoided by using 
a common mosquito bar. They are a great pest among 
fowls, and frequently bleed them almost to death. 

Although the country has been settled along the coast for 
a hundred years by citizens under the British flag, no one 
of them, so far as I could find, could give satisfactory infor- 
mation relative to the mountains and jungles far back in 
the interior of the territory, that only covers an area of 
about two hundred by forty miles. There are but few 
horses there, and on these it is impossible to ascend the 
steep mountaips and penetrate the dense thickets in thie 
valleys between. Most of the wild beasts that live in trop- 
ical regions are found in Ifonduras, and birds and fowls of 
beauty and interest arrest the attentionof the stranger. It 


is the land of the monkey and parrot. Large bodies of 


‘moukeys live in the tall, dense forests, and, by thelr appear- 


ance and action, remind us of humanity on a small scale. 


ea ree 


“ as — eo 
ed Ee Rial a el SON i kB PR a eal AR eS 


SA lb nt 


FANE hs a Mie ts ttt ie a) AR a a aR a at AN 


thing ue. 


























Yo dang olathadl.e ould arial VENI iow ve Sate a a 

irons Faure eo tnde ervodiwon, tote beta palatine lh 
omoaghdion bas e venous epee me od) 

jovi yor deel Br vtignmay slp 2 eivsg * alto. guett: ta ; 

Poa moventnn bb) 


Jo tod heyobe-ioheol) moummes od) oouesgegge ai ooldaroeet i 

| . foevst erent sno 

while oevet Bae cainererto oieotlob a ifowe to | lid a eseeaeeog — 
) ai pisy 2 somig. aeo di tad? $yiegine: Jo tin old cel: fot 


j 


, 
: .e reruns - an tal alk 
‘ ssh hrwWits ae Pa? 


. i 


’ * . q . ° 
pom jie eiiogdn Bad YIGsIHe " lito xy DOS Moleys nemed 
- if \ r by 
+ ° ° j i ‘ . 
bi iJ (7 (i. ¥4 weiss y Oi) OalAL tpoddinw hooid 


wauuhol ban gain head efi diiw teqoole ods ems Ayling . 


"of  .qo0le t9ohanoe 2 oldieseg Ti trotlarsqo Jngesolg ods yt 
} wv val Cm, j : ‘ al ' 2 i } fy zi oriod 

cies yd bobieve 6d yiene noo eit oyloall yas pndiesss0 mia. 

- o ey = a 


wae q > Jaog Jae 2 om youll hd etiipeot sommes & 4 
Lioeh of Jeo wed) i vide poi bin lwo tay fii) 

note Dohiee wood end yianeu ol dhyeowA | 

tly MIND Yo Bey borbaud 2 


ad = 


syne ton leiioea ovin bide ih binos J eb 1k} O8 oth} to a] 


yond wil golguul ban sainiunon od}. 0} ovitelor poem ry 
, OR ‘roveo yiao dats Noir! als to 1119308 ould 
wo) tnd ow io tL. ,eolice vito yd borbawd ov juoda 
wie J + glaleeoquan ha i 20] as sya eeeiod: 

ii B07 int peo OO bs 4) bon enledauom qoute 
77 i, .ngomtod’ eyalley: a 
vivwel bua ehvid: hos ,ragnbisoll at we 2 noigente i 2 . 


> 


i Septet of danoitradin gilt Jeoria totoial biswry du aie 

lo seibed: syed. Jowett ati ni) to fons em , 

=] Mj pde int AL mY 6s Ue way) vecrsl bled ods sb vvibiegoadan 
vince Home a no yiide tis mil lo au be ius tvlion J 


u ha S 
” 





THE LAST TRIP OF A PIONEER. 383 


Hoping that this brief outline of what I saw and heard 
of the character of the people, the climate, soil and produc- 
tions of Honduras, may be of some interest to the inquiring 
mind, I close this chapter by giving a brief statement of 
facts relative to Baptists in this country. 

Brother Henderson, it will be remembered, had been there 


thirty-five years, and during this time had baptized quite a 


number of the people. In 1868 the Baptists numbered 
about three hundred, and, with the exception of a small 
party, were well organized and active in the prosecution of 
their work. Four native preachers shared in the labors of 
the old pastor, and were rendering valuable service. Dur- 
ing my stay among them I preached as much as my infirm- 
ities would allow, and aided in the organization of one 
church with about twenty members, and assisted in ordain- 
ing one native preacher. 
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CHAPTER 24411. 
THE CONCLUSION. 


A contrast. — Texas as it was in 1835, and Texas as it 1s 
an 1872. 


or | N March, 1869, after spending more than a year in 

“W a foreign land, my feet again pressed the soil of 

Texas. Severe bodily afflictions have been my lot 

since. During most of this time I have been con- 

fined to my room, and yet my mind has been active review- 
ing the past. 

Young men look towards the future, and anticipate grand 
achievements of an earthly character. Old men, conscious 
that the sun of life is setting, love to review the past. Fol- 
lowing a natural impulse on my part, and with a view of 
imparting information, the following facts in a condensed 
form are given: — 

Texas has an area about twice as large as Great Britain 
and Ireland, and is as large as New York, Pennsylvania, 
and all the New England States. 

In 1835 no census had been taken; but from the best in- 
formation at my command, having travelled over the entire 
territory inhabited by our people, during that and the fol- 
lowing year, my conviction was, and still ts, that there were 
about fittecn thousand Lnglish-speaking people in the 
country. [Fifteen years later, in 180U, the population was 
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TNE CONCLUSION. 385 


212,599. In 1860 it was 604,215. In 1870 it was 818,- 
579. Now, in 1872, it is largely over 1,090,000. 

‘Long droughts in early days greatly afflicted us. Now, 
-it rains more in one year than it did then in three. Many 
have speculated about this; but I account for it strictly 
upon the principles of providence. The prophet Amos 
reveals the mystery. Speaking of God, he says, ‘* He 
calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out on 
the face of the earth.” ; 

In 1835, there was only one newspaper in Texas, the 
‘Texas Telegraph.” In 1872, there are one hundred and 
nine. 

. Then, there were very few post-offices. Now there are 
five hundred and thirty-six, and telegraph wires bind nearly 
all the important towns together. 

Then, there were but few plain wagon-roads. Now, 
there are nearly a thousand miles of railway in running 
order, and the work goes rapidly forward. 

We then had no facilities for the education of our chil- 
dren. Now, there are as many children in school, in pro- 
portion to our population, as in any other State in the 
Union. Nearly a!l the various religious denominations of 
professed Christians, in the State, have their schools for the 
education of the rising generation. 

In 1835, there was one Baptist church in Texas, and less 
than fifty Baptists. Now, there are nearly a thousand 
Churches, and fifty thousand Baptists. Previous to 1865, 
the white and colored Baptists worshipped as members of 
the same organizations, and were Lappy in their church 
relations. Now, the organizations are separate, and the 
above estimate includes all. 

In 1835, there was one missionary Baptist preacher. 
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ae 


Now, there are four hundred and fifty white, and over a 
hundred colored preachers. 

Then, there was no association. Now, there are thirty- 
five, and two general organizations. 

Fifty years ago to-day, the joys of faith in Christ were, 
for the first time, revealed to me. I lay down my pen with 
a heart full of gratitude, not only because * our salvation 
is nearer than when we believed,” but because of the disply 
of God’s mercy and truth in this great State, feeling confident 


that Texas and the cause I love so much will have a bright - 


future. 


THE END. 
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